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CAN SAN D RA 


Heal to you, my dear Caſſandras 
BM after the example which one of the 
8 /ublimeſt wits of our latter ages has 
ma given me of a like converſation 
and ly the right I challenge in this 
| ſecond life you owe to me, I take the liberty to 
treat you in a familiar manner. Jou are now 
| leſs baſhful than you were, when Caliſta's com- 
mands made you firſt venture abroad ; and the 
| civility you have found among ſt the French, makes 
jou hope for the ſame reception in this third, you 
recerved rom them in your two former viſits. 
Tis true, (if I may ſay ſo without offending 
your modeſty) they have found ſomething lovely 
1 you ; and have favourably judg'd, that con- 
fering you were bred up in your earlier years, a 
beat way from their Court, you have learn'd to 
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11 am EPISTLE, 


Speak their language, and to recount your adven- 
tures, tolerably well, Ves, my dear Caſſandra, 
many amongſt them expect you, and Caliſta hey 
ſelf, whoſe will is to us a Law, defires to ſee you 
again, and preſſes for your return by all the power 
the hath over me. Let us obey her, my fair Prin- 
ceſs, and do you preſent your ſelf before her, fiace 
ſhe has abſolutely commanded it < ſhe will receive 
you with that generous goodneſs, which, with her 
other divine qualities, gains her the adoration 


of the whole world, and raiſes me as many rival, 


as there are per ſons, whoſe minds are capable of 
a noble elevation. She will behold you with thoſe 
ches which inflame all, except your ſelf ; aud you 


ſhall have this advantage above us, to look upon 
them, if not without dazling and envy, at leaſt 


without fear of being incurably wounded by them, 
as we are. Appear before her then with confi 
dence: But that you may do ſo, forget none of 


your ornaments; aud fiace the ambition of plea- 


fing Caliſta may excuſe all, ſeek that from Art 


which Nature may have deny'd you. Strive to 


ſueeten to her whatſoever has ſeem'd harſh aud 
rough: In this third wifit, let her fee, you are 


not the leſs ſociable for being warlike; and tell 
ber, you will not confine your ſelf ſo ſtrictly to the 
blows which are given, and the blood which is 
ſhed for your ſake, as to refuſe entertaining her 
with ſome more paſſionate and delightful adven— 
tures, Remember alſo, if you think fit, to ex- 


cuſe me to her; and if ſhe wonders, that having 


Rept my ſelf hitherto within the bounds of probabi- 
49,1 KOW ſhould take a little liberty inthe deſcrip- 
t / on 
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The EPISTLE. iii 
tion of ſome ations, and that inſtead of copying 
after Plutarch, Quintus Curtius, Juſtin, and 
other Authors, from whom I have taken the 
Groud-work of your Hiſtory, I make my Heroes 
march into the field in a manner ſomewhat like 
hat of Homer, Virgil, Taſſo, and other 
Writers of that ſort, who have ſet off the truth: 
with ſome ornaments, rather more pleaſing than 
{trictly probable ; ſay in my defence, that having 
for your quarrel aſſembled ſo many great men, 
amons in Antiquity, and renowned amongſt all 
the Authors that have written the Hiſtory of their 
Time, 1, in favour of them, have exempted my 
ſelf from that ſeverity, and believ'd that in taking 
a diverſion by that kind of recital, I might re- 
preſent ſome particulars of that valiant Dame, 
who has made them known to all the world. Be- 
ſides, our Narration is chiefly employ'd about the 
*wowned attions of our Heroes, and not ſo much 
about thoſe of whote Nations; and we much ra- 
ther ſeek the reputation of Oroondates and 
Arſaces, than that of the Medes, Perſians, 
and Macedonians in general; but yet without 
making them remarkable by impoſſible actions, or 
extravagant fictions. You will fd many 0:her 
things to alledge in my vindication, but I trnft 
that to you, my dear Caſſandra, aud /-4y2 yore 
in Califta's arms, fiuce other occaſty.'1 0 tive me 
zo part from you. I cannot give 101 vu niore «| 
rious nor a more ſafe retreat, while I g 
that upon the ground, which for you I H. 
preſented on paper; but in this ſanGnw; 
3 _ 


iv The EPISTLE: 


zvhich I recommend you, fair Princeſs, repay me 


part of what I have done for you; and ſince in 


going from you, I abſent my ſelf alſo from Ca- 
liſta, endeavour to preſerve me in her memory, 
as I have reſtored you into that of men, among: 
whom two thouſand years had already made jou 


#0 be forgotten, In return, I promiſe you, my 


gear Caſſandra, that neither the difference of 


exerciſes, nor toil, nor danger, ſhall hinder me 
from thinking of you ; und that if it pleaſe hea- 
wen I eſcape both, I will not come back again 10 
Caliſta without ſome marks of my remembrance 
of you. I from preſent objects ſhall form the Idea 
which is neceſſary for the concluſion of your Hifte- 
ry, and will deſcribe the ſiege of Babylon ty the 
ſiege of Graveline. This ſlip of my pen is per- 
haps againſt modeſtly ; but it is to be pardoned in 
my Nation, and for the defire I have, by decla- 
ring my occupation, to find excuſe for mans faulis, 


* 


which perhaps woul7 get be yardonable in a Dis 


yor, nor in one of any other profeſſion. 
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CASSANDRA. 


The Tax D Parr. 


BOOK I. 


nE Princeſs Berenice, and the fair 
Queen of the Amaxons having ſpent 
a part of the night in hearing the 
relation of the forrowful Alone, . 


firſt of the day following, in a rea- 
ſonable quiet ſlecp. Berenice, tho 


her thoughts were more tender, and her cares leſs vio- 


kent, than thoſe of Maleſtris, yet having a treſher cauſe of 
giict, awaken'd firit, and opening her curtain, the ſaw 
Alcione in the chamber, who with 7:ippolita waited till 
A 4 1 the 


paſſed the laſt hours thereof, and the 
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2 CASSANDRAIM. Part III. 


the Princeiles were awake, that ſhe might bid them good 
morrow. The countenance, and tumour of that woman, 
having begot a great deal ot good will in her, moved ha 
alſo to forme deſire of intereiling her in her tortune, and 
of putting her into the place ot "thoſe perſons whom ſhe 
Vad loſt, and to whom alone ſhe had former ly truſted her 
molt ſecret, and moſt important thoughts. As ſoon ; 
ſte jaw her, ſhe called her to the bed- 3 and * a 
expreſs her affection to her, by words full of ſy ectneſs, 
and by kindnefſes which carried acharm along with them 
Saint which it was impoſlible for even the moſt fay he 
hearts to defend then! os. Thaleftris awak'd while t. cy 
were talding; and Berenice finding ſhe could be content 
to ſleep a little longer, would not diſturb her, bu: getting 
her ſelf ready by the help ot Alcione and Hippolita, tha 
went out of the chamber with them. Her firi! care was 
to call for Araxes, to enquire after the health of the Prince 
her Brother; and -hav! ing heard that he had patlcd the 
night indificrently well, and that he was not vet awake, 
ſhe would not interrupt his reſt; but going down ftaus 
with thoſe two women, ihe let them lead her into the 
wood, and from thence to the river ſide to take her morn- 
ing u alk. There ſhe asked Hippolita divers queſtions con— 
cerning her Miſtreſs's adventures, and learn'd from her 


whatſoever the Qucen had forgotten in her relation. There 


Iixewiſe ſhe confirm'd the Arlt aſſurances of her friend— 
ſhip to Alcione, and gained her abſolutely, both by the 
advantage of her offers, and the inevitable allurements 
which naturally accompany'd the leaſt of her actions. 

As they were thus conv erſing together, they ſaw a lit- 
ter come out of the wood, convoyed by ſome men on 
horſeback, who keeping the great highway toward the 
City, muſt needs paſs cloſe by them. Berenice's preſent 


condition making her fear every thing, ſhe was already 


turning her back, when the other two, who had more 
curioſity, eucourap'd her; and alledging that thoſe per- 
ſons went in an equipage which ſhewed no evil intention, 
perſwaded her to ſtay till they were gone by, only let- 
ting down her vail, which without g: »dring her from the 
fghr of any object, ſerv'd to hide her face a little from 
the eyes of thoſe paſſengers: : ſhe nevertheleſs . 

under 


a ab. 7 


Book I CASSANDRA. 1 
under ſome trees, fifteen or twenty paces from the road ; 
but the litter going very ſoftly, and being open on their 
ſide, that diſtance hindered her not from obſerving the 
perſon that was init. "Twas a man of ſo good preſence, 
that the like was: hardly to be found; and though his 
lickneſs, or his wounds had diminiſhed part of his freſher 
looks, and cauſed ſome altcration in his face, Berenice had 
the image of it too preſent in her memory to be miſtaken, 
She was ſo extreamly turprized at that light, that her co- 
lour going and coming twice or thrice in a moment, ſhe 
ſunk down upon Alciore, and remained almoſt inſenſible 
in her arms. She, and P poletg ſecing her faint, turned 
up che vail which covered her face, and there reading the 
marks of a powertul change, they askca her the cauſe of 
it, Berenice was ſo troublcd, that ſhe was ſome time in 
recovering her ſelt, and when the was a little ſettled, 
bcfore ſhe anſw ercd them, ſhe cait her eye upon the 
way the litter had taken, and ſeeing it was not yet far 
oft, and that it went ſlowly enough to give her hopes of 
overtaking it, turning toward t chein ; J muſt (faid ſhe) 
I mult neceilarily ſce the man again, who is in yonder 
litter; if you pleale to come along with me, Alcione ;. 
you, Ii polita, may return unto your Miſtreſs: I pray. 
YOu cell the Prince my brother that this rencounter draws. 
me trom him a tew moments, and that I deſire him not. 
to be troubled at my departure, for I will quickly re- 
turn to him with 19 good news, as ſhal! make him excuſe. 
it. 

Vith theſe words, the walked after the horſes, leaning, 
upon Alcione, who citcemed her ſelf moſt happy to ſerves. 
and accompany ker. {iippolita would have gone with them,, 
but Berenice re ſuſed it th ſuch a manner, that ſhe believing | 
her ſelt ſuſpected in that deſign, preſſed it no further, but. 
in obedience to her, returned to the houſe, Oroc ndates: 
and Thaſeftr's were awake when ſhe came in ; but ſhe: 
went to walt upon her Miſtreſs before ſhe did her errand; 
to the Prince. The Queen was ſurpriz'd at the recital. 
of Berenice's departure, who being already very dear to 
her, ſhe was excecdingly concerned in what might be 
her by that rencounter. She was no ſooner res 
is carried the news of it her ſelf to Prince. C1 444+ ; 
A 5 and 


4 CASSANDRAN Part III. 


and making Hippolita tell the particulars of the adventure 
again in his preſence, greatly aſtoniſh'd him, and as nuch 
perp lex'd him; This precipitate departure of a ſiſter 
whom he loved moſt tenderly, at a time when he was 
unable to tollow her, and give her any aſſiſtance, afflict 
ed him very ſenſibly; but he drew ſome conſolation from 
her words to Hippolita, and hoped for ſomething at her 
return which might make him bear her abſence the more 
patiently. When he had muſed a while upon the ſtrange- 
neſs of the thing, and vainly ſtudying to find out the 
truth of it, by the alterations of his countenance, and 
by a filence full of contuſion, had expreſſed the div wy 
of his thoughts ; at laſt lifting up his eyes toward the 
Queen, 1 give over the care (aid he) to the immortal 
gods, of whatſoever from henceforth ſhall concern me; 
and in the conditioa to which my own aftairs are redu- 
ced, I ſhould be to blame, it committed the condug 
of Berenices to any other providence but theirs; They 
Wrought a miracle in her favour when they ſent me to 
reſcue her, and neither their power nor their goodneſs, 
I truſt, will be leſſen'd to her. I'll go haſten aſcer her 
(replied the Amazon Queen) and will never give over 
the purſuit, till I have endeavour'd to give her that a(liſ- 
tance, which your preſent ſtare Grbids her to hope tor 
from you. At theſe words ſhe called for two horſes and 
arms, and though Orcondates out of civility would have 
Tpared her the trouble, it was not pollible for him to 
diſlwade her from that reſolution ; fo putting on her 
arms in his preſence, as ſoon as her horſes were ready, 
ſhe took leave of him, and bad 71ippolita conduct her to 
Berenice. 

Oroondates being left 1 in his chamber, made a long 
reflection upon the paſt events of his life, and upon the 
preſent poſture of his affairs; and making a ſtop upon 
his later days, he had ſcarce thought upon his Pri: ceſs 
being alive, but he called to mind her unfaithfulne!s, 
That ſevere check which the rigour of his deſtinies had 
given unto his joy, continu'd with exceſſive cruclty ; 
and that unworthy remembrance brought a confuſion into 
his ſoul, which hardly leſt him the free uſe of his reaſon. 


Ah ! (cried he, in the violence of that thought) Ah 
Ar 
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Book J. CASSANDRA.. 5 i | 
unworthy daughter of Darius, unworthy ſiſter of Artax- 1 
erxes, unworthy wife of Alexander, and, if I dare ſay ſo. i 
my ſelt, unworthy Miſtreſs of Oroondates | would you #5 

. 


then give ſo ſhameful a concluſion, to fo many noble acti- 1 


ons ? and did you defend your ſelf ſo vertuouſly againſt 
perſecutions ſo juſt as mine were, only to yield ſo eafily 
in fayour of.a new comer ? But without queſtion, I de- 
ceive my ſelf (ſaid he again) and this affection is not new 
as I believed ; I begin to find, it took birth before T 
came from Sf ; 'twas that infallibly which cauſed your 
ſudden change, which made you in a moment repent the 
modelt tavours you allowed me, and which (in ſhort) + 
drew from your mouth that cruel farewel which you gave 
me with ſo much inhumanity ; and though the ſervices I 
had done you deſerved as much as I received from you 
this rival could not ſuffer that innocent and moderate feli 
city, but you muſt baniſh me to ſatisfy him; and 'twas 
that new paflion which hardned your heart, fo that you 
could ſee me ſwooning, and dying at your tect, without 
ſhewing any mark of compaſſion. O my memory! how 
didſt thou torſake me all this while, and how came it 
thou wert ſo long before thou foundeſt that a former at- - 
tection procur'd by ſo many obligations, could not be de- 
ſtroy d but by a ſecond * If it be fo, Statira, as without 
doubt it is, you are both more faulty, and leſs to be va- 
lued than I believed ; and during the life of fo brave a 
husband, you ought not to have been capable of another 
love, ſince you had not ſo many reaſons to guard your felt 
againſt mine. He diſcourſed thus with himſelf in the 
heat of his reſentment, and a while atter falling upon 
another thought; But (faid he) muſt J ſo foon accuſe 
her of untaithfulneſs, ſhe who perhaps is no longer in 
the world ? I have but a little aſſurance of her life, and 
U ought at leaſt to be certain ſhe is alive, before I can 
be certain ſhe is inconſtant ; 'tis to this miſerable extre- 
inity I am reduced, and one of theſe two misfortunes 
i impoſed upon me, cither that Statira not, or that. 
Ctatira loves me not. 
He had perhaps ſpent the reſt of the day in theſe Taq 
reficctions, if he had not been prevented by Arares, who 
came into his chamber, leading a woman by the hand.“ 
8 Oi on,ỹitf; I 
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1.4 Oroondates preſently thought he knew her, but as ſoon as } 
1 ſne came near his bed, and he fixt his eyes upon her face, { 
he no longer doubted but that it was C/eore, the dear and { 
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faithful confident of his Princeſs, and the who had inſe— 

parably accompanied her in her firſt and laſt adventures. x 

The unexpected arrival ct her whom he believed dead, f 

and whoſe former good offices had made him beſtow ſome 

tears on her memory, ſurpriſed him ſo, that he became e 

mute, and unmoveable at the ſight of her; but when he =" 
£ 
a 


F 3 
Ss 5 
7 
1 
? 
| * 
N 4 
4 


£ 
— 
1 


began to recollect himſcit, and prepared to give ſome 
teſtimony of his joy tor her ſafety, the tear of receiving 


from her mouth the confirmation of one of his misfor- 7 
tunes, ſuſpended all his thoughts, and he was more ama— Eb 
Zed and confounded than before. Cleone more confident 0 
than he, forcing the ſeverity of her ſex and humour to u 
receive welcomes full of tranſport and affection, which a 12 
long and particular acquaintance might excuſe, broke ſi- a 
lence firſt, and while he embraced her with tears of kind- | 6 
neſs ; Sir, (ſaid the) have I deſery'd you ſhould ſtill o 
remember you have known me?: The Prince giving ſome be 
reſpite to his endearments, Sweet Cleone (anſwered he b. 
at laſt) I will never loſe a remembrance which was ever m 
dear to me; and the grief I have been in for my Prin- by 
ceſs, did not 19 totally poſſeſs my ſoul, but that my forrow u 
for you found alſo a place in it ; but O Cleone, lince you hy 
| are riſen again, is not my Princels alfo alive, and do not | 01 
ou come to bring me news of her ſatety £ The Queen is th. 
1 living (replied Cleone) unleſs the be dead within this fo, 
45 three days. O heavens { (cried the Prince, Without per— he 
F 0 mitting her to go on) the good and powertul beinge, 1 [li 
i give you the thanks I owe you, for the lite of wy. let 
3 Princeſs ; and ſince by this aſſurance, you have taken WW is; 
i away the fear of my firſt misfortune, 1 will prepare a | 
my ſelf for the ſecond without murmuring againſt thi 
=. = | | Car 
His natural generoſity, or the goodneſs of his diſpoſi- 13 
tion, made him inſtantly utter theſe words, according to tha 
the real ſentiments of his heart; and certainly his joy the 
on this occaſion, equalled the grief he had felt at the def 
ſad news of his Princeſs's death; but that living and rep 
iawful grief was no ſooner driven out of his mind, but not 

. N 118 . 
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his jealouſy (before confin'd, and lock'd up in a kind of 
ſervitude) broke looſe into its place, and extending it 
ſelf with tyrrany into all thoſe parts it quitted, began 
to rgign there alone with ſuch an Empire, that it pro- 
duced as violent effects as could have been apprehended 
from both paſſions united ; his mournful, tender thoughts, 
gave way to furious deſperate ones: and briefly, that 
cruel and imperious paſlion, which had eſtabliſhed it ſelf 
but with uncertainty, finding it ſelt now reaſonably 
grounded, ſeized upon all bis foul with a moſt abſolute 
authority. Let us not bewail Statira, (cried he) Statira 
is alive, Statira is fatisfied ; but let us with tears of 
blood bewail and deplore the misfortune of deſpairing 
Orcondates, whom the gods, after a thouſand forrows 
worſe than the moſt cruel deaths, have ſaved from a thou- 
ſand kinds of ordinary death, only to make him fall by 
an end ſuitable to the miſeries of his life. After theſe 
firſt tranſports, having held his peace for a few moments, 
he turned towards Cleone, and ſeeing her ſilent by his 
bed's fide ; Well, Cleone, (ſaid he) the Queen is living, 
but O Cleone, the Queen loves me not; yet not to love 
me, Cleone, is but a ſmall matter, and her fault would 
be but light, if her forgetfulneſs, and her ingratitude, 
were the only things wherewith I could reproach her ; 
but to love another man to the prejudice of what ſhe 
owed to me, to the prejudice of her faith, and even to 
the prejudice of her honour 3; to forſake him, who hath 
torſaken all, who hath darcd all, who hath done all for 
her, to give her ſelf to a man that had rendred her ſome 
lliohter ſervices, and to hang about his neck in my pre- 
lence, both againſt the laws of decency, and modeſty, 
is a Gilloyalty, is a meanneſs, is a lightneſs, unworthy of 
a Princeſs of Perſia, and is a crime which deſerves all the 
thunders of heaven, and deteſtations of the whole 
| Catth, 

Oroonaates brought forth theſe words ſo impetuouſly, 
| that Cleone was quite abaſhed at them, and had neither 
the time, nor the confidence to open her mouth for the 
defence of her Miſtreſs. The Prince ſeeing her without 
reply, I knew yery well (continued he) that you had 
nothing to alledge tor the juſtification of that ungratetul 
þ | - "a: + Woman, 
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but howe. 
ver, you cannot diſayow that which I know by the te. 


g CASSANDR 4. 


woman, your ſilence utterly condemns her; 


ſtimony of my own eyes; 
happy rival, a man neither greater nor valianter than ], 


aid one debt only to fortune for all the advantaves 
he has over me: I with the fame ſword, which hath of. 
ten ſhed blood for the ſervice of that inconlitls Princets, 
drew ſome ot his, and it the gods have made him periſh 
to expiate the injury he hath donc me, I do no longer 
pre:end to open my way to her by that advantage; tis 
tor my revenge alone that he is fallen, and not - the 
eſtabliſhment 90 my fortune; let her cheriſh his memo— 
ry ſtill, ſince his leavings are not worthy of me, and 
it ſhe can love her lifèe aitcr the loſs of hie, let her ex. 
pect allo the end of mine, that the may be perfectly fa. 
tisfied. 

The Prince's weakneſs not ſuffer! ing him to go on with 
his reproaches in that vehemcnce, he w as forc'd to vive 
ſome truce to them; while Cleore had the leite to ſettle 
her ſelt, and deliring, it it were e poiid! e, to draw him 
out of thoſe violent motions, Which might utterly ruin his 
health, Sir (faid ſhe at laſt) I ſhould be confounded at 


your reproaches agaiftit the Queen my Miſtreſs, it with 


her, I were not accuſtomed to hear them Gm you: J 
will not juſtify what may be © JAmCe able in this change 
you upbraid her with, nor will 1 dchy²⁵ but that your own 
eyes ſaw thoſe tayours and thoſe kindnciles which gie 
you ſo much cauſe ot complaint againſt he 35 but that in 
the condition wherein the granted them, 
either decency or modeſty, is a thing I cannot yield to, 
Of all the women that = bore a w C 
haps never any yet raiſed it to fo higha doorce. 
weakneſs, the treachery of your enemies bs powerful obli- 
gations, your abſence, and the uncertainty of your being 
alive, made the Queen take refolutions to the pre dice 
of what ſhe owed to you, vet hath ſbe never torgo: what 
ſhe owed unto her honovr ; ant if the ator: ded advanta- 


it nu man 


ges to another which ſhe rl fed to you, "twas beca ſe 
when he ved foi them, ſhe was in a condition to grant 
him them without oſtending a husband, and Without 


wWounding her reputation, Give ſome credit, Sir, unto 
7 


I {aw her 1n the arms of that 


hoy did oftcnd 
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my words; of all the women that were near the Queen, 
am ſhe without doubt, in whom ſhe ever moſt confi- 
ded, and who can give the moſt exact account of her moſt 
particular thoughts; but I can proteſt to you by all that 
I acknowledge to be molt ſacred, that fo long as ſhe wes 
free, and undeceived, ſhe alwavs had the moſt advan- 
tageous opinion ot you, that you could lawfully wiſh ; 
and when ſhe yielded ro this laſt action you complain of, 
or (as you ſay) to forſake you tor another, it was thro' fo 
much violence, and on ſuch ſtrong reaſons, that you can- 
not juſtly blame her for it. 

| Cleone would have proceeded, when the Prince, who 
hearkened to her impatiently, and who ſaw nothing in 
all ſhe ſaid, which, inſtead of altering, did not confirm 
him in his conceit, he could not forbear interrupting her, 
Ceaſe Cleone (replied he) ceaſe to alledge excuſes for 
crimes that are not capable of any; mv miſeries are not 
ſo light as to be ſweerned by fo weak a confolation, nor 
the loſs I have ſuftercd ſo ſmall, as that it can be ſatisfied 
with ſuch flight reaſons ; ſay, with more truth that I was 
a burden to the Princeſs, that my conſtancy wearied her, 
and paſſed in her eſteem for perſecurion, or rather that ſhe 
found a perſon more lovely, and more worthy of her aftec- 
tions. This is all that can be reaſonably faid in favou 
of her; and all this I will eonfeſs with vou; and provi- 


ded I may but reproach her once more, for the laſt time, 


and vield up a ſoul at her feet, which her falſhood cannot 
make her loſe, I will no longer murmur ag-inft her. 
You are {9 prepoiletied (anſwered Cleone) and (if reſpect 
will gire me leave to fay ſo) ſo uncapable of reaſoning, 
that I will loſe no more time to convince you. But to 
juſtifie my Miſtreſs to you, and to make you confeſs your 
ſeff, that you cannot have theſe thoughts of her without 
ngratitude, 1 will content iny ſelf with relating her laft 


action plainly to you, and making you a tric iccital of 
12 * Gd , 
| 21! that hath happened to her ſince your teparation ; 


and indeed it was for that deſign I came to ſeek vou, 
and to beg your sid it I had found you in better 
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Oroondates chang'd colour at theſe laſt words, and his 
ſoul, in ſpite ot the deſpair wherewith it was ſciz'd, was 
carried away to ſome motion of joy, when he heard fav 
that his Princeſs had need of his ſervice, and ſuffered it 
too to be demanded of him. Ah ! Cleone (eried he) ! 
have neither reſentment, nor wound that can detain me, 
if Statira's ſervice come in queſtion, Let her be a thou. 
ſand times more ingratctu], and a thouſand times more 
faithleſs if it be poilible, nothing can tree me from my 
oaths, nor force my inclination ; I will ſerve her, eve 
in the arms of my rivals, to the laſt drop of my blood, 
and I for her will employ a lite ro its laſt moment, which 
ſhall never be but hers. Speak, I pray you, how great 
ſoever my impatience is, belicve I will give a quiet at- 
tention, and that for all her inconſtancy, you cannot 
talk of my Princeſs, without touching my heart at every 
word ot your diſcourſe. Cleone having brought him to 
this paſs, drew the chair a little ncarer, in Which ſhe 
was ſer down by his entreaty, aud ſeeing no body in the 
chamber to hear her but Arxxes, who was not ſuſpccied 


to them, ſhe began her narration thus: 


Anmencra { : 
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HEN by the cruel laws of her duty, the Queen 
ſaw her ſelf conſtrained to baniſh you from her 
for ever, and to give a ſharp concluſion to interviews that 
were incompatible with the ſevere rules of her vertue; 
ſhe ſubmitted her ſelf to that rigorous neceſſity, with 
deadly orict ana inconceivable reluctance -: With how 
great reſolut! on and conſtancy ſocver ſhe had arm'd and 
fortified her ſeli for ſo difficult an action, ſhe ſhewed 
many ſigns of it before you, which it was impoſſible for 
ber to forbear ; and notwithſtanding the inſenſibility vou 
would tax her with, if you did conſider both her face 
and actions, you could not but obſerve violent changes, 
and powerful alterations from her ordinary modeſty; but 
if in your preſence ſhe could not poſſibly diſſemble part of 
her forrow's, when ſhe was gone from you, ſhe let them 
break forth in ſuch tender doleful care that the 
condition we ſaw you in, was not much more worthy of 
pity, than that we ſaw her en, to by that bitter ſe- 
paration. Her face was altered from that very moment, 
and if it loſt not its lovelineſs, it at leaſt from that firſt 
day, loſt all the chearfulneſs it had recovered, and with- 
in a few more, all the healthy looks it had regained ſince 
the change of her condition. In her journey to Bab len 
ſhe appeared always ſo languiſhing and ſo dejected, that 
the Queen her mother, the Princeſs her ſiſter, and all 
thoſe that were moſt dear to her, laboured but in vain to 
divert her; and when ſhe was come thither, and the pre- 
ſence and aftection of the King her husband, obliged her 
to a forced compliance, that violence ſhe ales to hide h er 
grief, made it the more ſenſible, and viſibly i impair 'd her 
health, And indeed it was to the want of it ſhe attri- 
buted all the marks of her fadncſs; and the body was 
accuſed of a ſickneſs, in which it had no ſhare bur by its 


communication with the ſoul. The King, whoſe love to 
| | her 
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her was ever exceeding great, employed whatſoever u 4 
moſt magnificent, and moſt divert; e of all that he had 
drawn from ſo many conquelts, to charim ; art of her dif. 
contents; and the whole Court, whole Aa that great 
Princets had entirely won by her goodneſs, a..4 by the 


ſweetneſs of her cony erfation, ſought means by pompous 


fthows and rejoycings to bury that ſaducis, in Which it 
was totally concerned, and which deprived it of much 
of its beauty : but al! theſe attempts were in vain, to 
eradicate it from a ſoul in which it was too imperioully 
ſettled; and theſe pomps and div ertiſements, gave her 
only new occaſions to deplore her condition, which made 
her alone in capable of thoſe ae.ghts, in which the mean— 
eſt perſons enjoyed a part. Yet did ſhe receive the King's 
Kindnelies with a great deal of reſpect, and truly with 
a great deal of aftection, and if his preſence could not 
wipe all the marks of grief out of her face, ſhe at leaſt 
endeavoured to diſguiſe them, by words full of ſweetnefs 
and acknowledgment, and. diſpoſed her mind to render 
him what duty oblig 1 her to without repugnance: but 


when ſhe was alone, or without any other company but. 


mine, ihe freely diſchars' d her heart of ſome of thoſe 
diſcontents that oyverw hom d it; : and when I endeavour- 
ed 25 e ee K 3 * co 85 5 8 intermiſſion to her 


ſorrows : Let me alone, Cleone, (would ſhe fay) let me 
alone in quiet, ſince I have nothing elſe but tears to give 
to poor Oroondates; all elſe is forbidden me, nay, and 


this cruel duty may alſo be oftended with theſe innocent 


marks of my affections; let us no longer weep therefore 
for Oroondates, ſince his remembrance is criminal, but 
let us weep for my own miſcries, and for the rigour of 
my deſtiny, which rends that violently from my 
heart which my inclinations would eternally preſerve 
there. 

After ſhe had continued a while in theſe thonghts, and 
that by my ſilence, or by actions as forrowtul as hers, 
ſhe ſaw me keep her company in her grict-; Ah ! Cleore 
(would ſhe go on) perchance at this inſtant poor Oroon- 
dates 15 no longer | in the world; and though I have not 
deferv'd he ſhould have an affection for me violent enough 
to bring him to his grave, the allurances he hath given 


q | | me 


[ oy * GW on aca 


— Mm, 4 youu, weld OY) A @%> A i. oa Dc» 
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me of it in ſmaller occaſions, may make me without va- 
nity believe he loved me well enough to die for me. No, 
nas Oroondates 18 certainly dead, unleſs ſpight and reſent- 
ment have faved him ; and it he live ſtill by their aſſiſt- 
ance, tis only to hate me, and to teſtiſy my cruelty, 
She could not end theſe words without a flood of tears, 
which for ſome while diſabled her to ſay more; but 
when by time, and my afliſtance, ſhe was a little ſettled, 
ſhe would ſeek out reaſons to juſtify her ſelf to you, and 
to waſh her ſelf from your reproaches : What could I 
have done, Oroondetes, (would ſhe iay) and by what 
means could I have preſerv'd my ſclf tor you, and kept 
my ſelf in your eirecm * Alexander, to whom the whole 


world raiſes Altars, is he a man, is he a husband ſo in- 


conſiderable, that his wife, (nay, and a wife, whom af- 
ter the ruin of her family, he from miſery and captivity 
exalted to the Throne, and to the higheſt place upon 
earth) ſhould not entirely give him her affections? Ah! 
Orcendates, complain of me no longer, and it death be 
to be ſought, after our mutual lofies, let us die both to- 
gether, rather than make my ſoul incline to an unworthy, 
to an unjuſt repentance ; that's a ſatisfaction I never re- 
fate you, and js all thoſe vou micht have hoped for, 
were as eaſy to me, and as lau fully permitted, you ſhould 
be fatisfied, my dear Oroondates, and I ſhould be no longer 
miſerable. | 

She was wont to ſay much more, which by reaſon of 
its length, and of the effect it works upon your mind, I 
will not repeat; and lived on this manner, while the 
King received the Ambaſladors at Babylon from all parts 
of the world, and while the Court was in ſuch a ſplendor 
aS had never been known betore. Yet the Queen not 
enduring that abode, and believing ſhe might find ſome 
abatement of her afflictions in ſolitarineſs, cauſed her 
Phyſicians to tell the King that change of air was neceſ- 
ſary for the recovery of her health ; and having with 
much ado obtained leave to retire to the Caſtle of Calcis 
for ſome days, ſhe went from Babylon, accompanied only 
by the Princeſs her ſiſter, who ncver would forſake her, 
my ſelf, ſome of her maids, and her molt neceflary ſer-— 


vants, The Queen having thus got her {lt free from 
| that 
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that great world, found indeed ſome ſweetneſs in that 


retirement, and if the charming converſation of the Prin. - 


ceſs Parijatis was not able to blot out of her mind theſe 
diſcontents which overwhelm'd her, at leaſt it partly 
leflen'd them, and made her avow, that though ſhe was 
incapable of pleaſures, at leaſt her forrows did not tor— 


ment her with ſo much violence. You neverthelcſs were 


{till in her remembrance, and I confeſs that ſeeing her one 
day in the fame trances, and in the ſame griet tor your 
abſence, I had ſeen her in at Babylon, the pity (it 1 dare 


lay ſo) which J had of her, and of your felt, obliged ne 


to propoſe your return to her, in caſe the would confer, 
and to revoke a ſentence whereby ſhe had condemned ber 
ic!f to fo many torments ; but that great Princeſs ſtoppiig 


me as ſoon as cver I mentioned it, It is juſt (faid ſte) 


that I ſhould ſuffer, ſince J have committed taults which 
deſerve the puniſhment the gods have ſent me; but its 
unjuſt that Oroondates ſhould return, and I know very 
well both how to ſuffer, and how to die, if it be necetfary, 
rather than revoke a ſentence, which my duty alone bath 
pronounced, | 

This indeed was the Queen's own reſolution, but ſhe 


was alſo confirmed in. it by the Princeſs her ſiſter, to whom 


ſhe had totally open'd her heart with all manner of tice. 
dom, and who having in all her actions, but particulat— 
Iv in the applications made to her by Prince Hy 
and Hepheſtion, appeared as a prodigy of ſublime vertue, 
gave no counſel to the Queen that was not moſt contor- 
mable to what ſhe had practiſed all her life. We ſpent 
our time thus in ſolitude, ignorant of all that paſſed ele- 
where, when the whole earth almoſt changed her form 
by the death of Alexander the Great, to whom the (Queen 
his wife had at her departure innocently given her Jait 
farewecls, receiving from him his laſt embraces. I be- 
lieve it was by the expreſs order that was taken in it, 
that we alone were ignorant of a loſs wherein the whole 
world was intereſted, when one of the King's guard 
came to the Caſtle where we were, with a Letter from 
his Maſter. 


Jesu 


— a. Y— mw_e * *— „ 


Book I. CASSANDRA 15 


Cleone would have procceded in her narration, and have 
told the Prince what he already had learn'd from Lyſima- 
chus ; but Orcondates, who hearken'd to her with impati- 
ence, and who was willing to ſpare her the pains of re- 
llt what he knew before, here interrupted her; I am 
not ignorant (faid he) which way you were deccived, 
nor how you were brought before the wicked Roxana, 
and died, in the opinion of every body; but I know not 
how you were fave, nor how the Queen hath lived 
lince, and that's it (if you picaſe) which I defire to learn, 
without troubling you in the recital of things I have 
heard already. Theſe words ſhortned Cleone's relation, 
and Oroondates telling her what he knew, when ſhe had 
confirmed it, ſhe procecded thus: | 

I will add to what was related to you by Tyrezzs, that 
after Perdiccas had put the Queen, the Princeſs her ſiſter, 
and me, into the Chariot, and was come into it himſelf, 
with his brother Alcetas, and another of his company, he 
made it take the way toward Roxana $ houſe, and ſecing 
thoſe poor Princeſſes expreſs their grict, and their appre- 
henſion by tears, and cries full of deſpair, he whiſpered 
the Queen in the ear, ſo low that he could not be over- 
heard but by his brother, and the Princeſs Pari/atzs : Be 
not afraid, Madam, (ſaid he) they would deſtroy you, 
but I will ſave you, with the pcril of my fortune, and 
ot my lite. The Princeſſes were ſo troubled, that they 
ſcarcely underitood thoſe words, which were ſufficient 
either to re- embolden them, or tr:ght them more; and in 
the mean time, they drove ſo fait, that within a ſhort 
ſpace we arrived at Roxana's houſe : I will not tell you 
again the Queen's encounter with her, nor the words of 
that cruel woman, which in ſpight of Perdicca's promiſe, 
were enough to have ſtruck a mortal terror in perſons, 
whoſe love of lite had not been quite extingwiſh'd ; but 
the Queen, in whom the fatal news of the King's death, 
had abſolutely taken away all deſire of it, hearkened to 
her threats unmoved, and not hoping tor any ſafety, ſhe 
followed Perdiccas and Alcetas, who led us out of the 
great chamber down the back ſtairs, while cruel Roxana 
placed her ſelf at the window, to feed her eyes with a 
boht the had ſo inhumanly prepared. Twas with _ 
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ado that Perdiccas kept her from going down into the 
Court her ſelf, and her intereſts in the death of Dariyg's 
daughters was ſo great, that ſhe could not believe it cer- 
rain, unleſs the were preſent. 

We were halt way down the ſtairs chat led into that 
fatal Court, when coming to a chamber-door, Perdiccas 
made us go in, and leaving us there iu the cuſtody of his 
brother, he took certain women out from thence with 
him, which he betore had put under the guard of three 
or tour of his men, in whom he had a great deal of con- 
fidence. They were flaves (as we have heard ſince) 
which he had cloathed in habits little different from thoſe 
= Princeſies were wont to wear; and having plotted 

ith his brother, and thoſe whom he truted m jolt, how 
& might abuſe Roxaua's tight, whom he was neceſſitated 
to obey, for very important reaſons, he had cauſei them 
to be brought | into that chamber ſecretly, by men of whoſe 
fidelity he was molt aſſured. With theſe miſerable wret- 
ches it was, that thoſe cruel murderers went down the 
reſt of the ſtairs into the Court, ſtopping their mouths 
with handkerchicfe, for fear their crics ſhould diſcover the 
deceit ; and 'twas with the blood ot thoſe unfortunate 
Creatures, that they ſatisty'd Roxana's inhuman ambition, 
and deluded her fight ; true it 13, that the darkneſs and 
diſtance contributed very much, though Roxana ſtirred 
not from the window till the end of the execution, and 
there were lighred torches in the Court; but it is 
certain, that in open day, and in another place, it 
had been very difncult to carry the enterpriſe on that 
manner. 

In the mean time we continued in the cuſtody of Alce- 
tas, and of ſome of his men; and leſt the noiſe we 
nüght have made, ſhould diſcover the Princeſſes to their 
enemies, they led us out of that firſt chamber into another 
further from the ſtairs. We were in fo great a trouble, 
that neither fear nor hope had leiſure to rake place in our 
ſouls ; and we remained for ſome time fo ſtupified, that 
neither the apprehenſion of death, nor the deſire of ſafety, 
could work any thing upon us; but in this confuſion the 
Queen's grief was more powerful than all her other 


thoughts, and remembring the news crucl Roxana r 
to 


Bock I. CASS4ANDRA 2 
told her, of the death of the king her husband, ſhe was 
ſo nearly touch'd with it, that ſhe hardly had ſtrength to 
{and upon her legs; and indeed ſhe caſt her ſelf pre- 
ſently upon the ſide of a bed that was in the room, and 
the Princeſs Pariſatis and I being ſet down by her, ſhe 
began to ſolemnize her loſs with a river of tears, which 
could not draw its ſource from any thing but a moſt ſen- 
able and real ſorrow. No, Sir, I know you will not be 
offended, when I tell you tke Queen was in as great an 
Fiction for the deathof that illuſtrious husband, as could 
te expected from ſo vertuous a Princefs, and that ſhe was 
as deeply ſtruck with it, as if that affection had been ſet- 
tled in her heart from her earlieſt years, and had neither 
been crofled by the remembrance of her lolles, nor by her 
thought ot you. Neither the fear of death, which ſhe did 
not believe ſhe had utterly avoided, and the object 
whereof was ſtill before her eyes; nor the ruin of her 
affairs, which this Change brought into a mamfeſt decli- 
ning, found any place at all in her imagination, when ſhe 
ſettled in it the remembrance of that great man whom 
the gods had given her for her husband ; and in all her 
actions ſhe made it appear that her intereſt had no ſhare 
at all, in What proceeded from a pure and hearty affecti- 
on. 
The Princeſs Eeriſatis, whoſe greateſt trouble at that 
time, was cauſed by her compaflion of the Qucen her 
lilter's grief, ſhewed more aſſurance than ſhe, and did 
all to comfort her that could be looked for from ſo great 

a friendſhip as hers. We were thus mournſully employ'd 
when Alcetas drew near the bed, and addreſſing himſelf 
to the Queen, Madam, (ſaid he) fear not, the greateſt 
danger is paſt, and if you will but keep filence a while 
in this chamber, my brother and I will ſave you, or pe- 
nh with you. Roxana has been as happily deceived as 
we could wiſh, and we only ſtay for my brother's re- 
turn, to carry you away from hence, and put you into a 
place of ſafery ; if you be diſcovered, we have thoſe 
here at our devotion, with whom we can defend you by 
open force; but if we can ſave you without noiſe, both 
| Your condition, and ours, will be much the better. 


| While Alceras ſpoke thus, the Queen turned her head = 
Max 
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ward him, and intiead of anſwering to his offers, It is 
true Alcetas (aid ſhe) that the King is dead? He! is, 
Madam, (replied A/ce7as) and Roxana, to ſecure the 
Kingdom to the child the is now big withal, would 
have « xtinguiſhed all the race ot Darius alter him, and 
all thoſe perſons that might bring any obſtacle to her 
Power. 

I; che Ring be dead (added the Queen) Why do vou 
oppote Rπ u Win? and why do you prolong a liſe 
whe: 1 mall find no ſwectnefs after the loſs of ſuch 
a husband: let them perith, let them periſh, theſe miſ.- 
rable 3 5 of Darius's family, and if Roxana be fy 
thirty of the blood ot thoſe who heretofore were her 
ſoveraigns, and his Miſtreiles, ſacrifice to her rage this 
unfortunate woman who will live no longer, and faye 
only my liter; ; ſhe never was Alexander's Wite, and tho 
ſhe was Darins's daughter, ſhe is not in a condition to 
conteſt for thoſe Dominions that once were his „ againſ 
ſo many ſucceſlors of your King. The Princeſs Parti 
interrupting the Queen at this Ciſcourſe, Ask nothing tor 
me, Madam, (faid the) ſince lite ought not to be d dearer 
to me than to you; my loliles are oft the nature ot yours, 
and though they be neither fo ſreſh nor ſo conſiderable, 
by the difference of the perſons we enjoyed, know that 
affection may make them. equal in our minds, and that 
the part I bear in your affliction, abſolutely takes away 
all the advantage it could have over mine. T 0 Queen 
not being in a ſtate to diſpute it with her, only preſſed 
her between her arms, and bathed her face with tears 
which ran from her cycs in great abundance ; yet did 
ſhe draw ſtrength from her courage to enquire of Alcetas 
concerning the King's dcath ; and he having given her 
an exact account of” it, that ſorrowtul Queen at the cnd 
of his diſcourſe fell into faintings, wherein for want of 
help, ſhe was like to have died between our arms. After 
ſhe was come to ker ſelf again, ſhe began to bring tort! 
the moſt woſul lamentations, that the greateſt of her 
affection, and the merit ot the perſon ſhe bewailed could 
put into her mouth. Alcetas prayed her in vain to be f. 
lent for her ſafety's ſake, ſhe was not capable of that 


conſideration, 1 think verily her cries would have 
diſcoycred 
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gicovered us at laſt, it Perdiccas had not come into the 
chamber. He-inftantly prayed the Qucen to riſe from the 

ed where the was ſet, to go along with him to a place 
of = wry Whither he would carry her ; but ſhe made 


title reckoning of what he fali, and if the Princeſs her 


lifter, and I had not raiſed her up almoſt | by force, ſhe 
would have continued there to expect her deſtiny, We 
went out of the chamber without any Jighcs, and paſſed 
through a Gallery, at the end wi. erect The re was a little 


pair of flairs, which we went down, and fo out of that 
} 


deteit: we houſe ; we found a chariot at the door, into 
Which! eraicial putting vs, took EL: 1 1 With us, 
and ki kErother and one ci his ry Is with him; and 
then! Le Cha ric teer W ho hae] 115 d 11 ect 10ns vw 4 1A LO Og 


drove preſen tly to his houſe where we now are, and 
where the Qucen, as well as you, hath pafled a part of 
Ler cxile. | | 

Here Orcondates interrupting Ceone's Narration; Of 
ar ! ({21d he) is it polhble 1 Princeſs ſhould 0 un- 

at refully | have concealed her felt from me, if ſhe knew 
the place where I Was, the condition I wes in tor her 
eke? Ts it poſſible ſhe ſhould have been able to lodge 
with me under the ſame roof, without giving me at leatt 
tlie ne 3 of her being alu ſince that of her being 
dead, had brought me ſo near to my grave? O what an 
war: ©: of cn aclty ! DU whats prodizy of inoratitu f 
He ended 2 a deep ligh, and cler going on with hep 
N = but 10 Ir The ct Ie of Ny df In cgurſe : (£0 1th > 
ſac) Fund then if you find reaſon for it, you ſhall be 


* 9 6 1 * * 
perm: —_ to cone Jꝗ' was not under the ſame 


lemn her. 
roof we lodg'd; but at the end of this Garden, there is 
a little houſe having only a couple of che mbcrs, and æ 

cloſet or two, wW here we made our abode. Perdiccas, 
who by one of his followers that was Pelemon 8 Tinſinan 


had agreed for our retreat hither, thought it Ptteſt for us 


to lic 1 that place, as being further out ct the wav, 


leſs in ſight, and leſs ſubje& to thoſe inconveniencies 


which may happcn in a houſe where a whole Fami ily is 
lodged. He propoſed it to the Princeſs and me as we 
v-ere (em ng (rhe Queen being incapable of all conver- 
ſation) an denr: ing for the intereſt of his own aſtairs, and 
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as he told us, for our own ſafety, that it would be na. 
known to the whole world, he prayed us to conceal our 
ſelves very carefully, ſince our ruin was inevitable if we 
were diſcovered, and Roxanz was fo abſolute over the 
Macedonians, that it would be impoſltble tor us to eſcape 
if the place of our retreat were known. He told the 
Princelles likewiſe that he could not undertake their pro- 
rection openly againſt Roxana, being joined in Intcreſt 
with her, and having been declared Governorot the Child 
that ſhould be born of her; but it they would aſſiſt on 
their part, and keep themſelves hid as he deſired, he pro- 
miſed to divert all the Dangers that threatned them : He 
then endeavoured to ſet a high Value upon that Obliga— 
Tion, and repreſented to them, that by what he did in their 
favour, he manifeſtly hazarded his own Fortune and his 
Life. The Queen was ſo caſt down, that ſhe anſwered 
nothing to his Diſcourſe, nor ſo much as hearkned to it ; 
but the Princeſs her Siſter, and I, in whom deſpair was 
leſs active than in her, endeavoured to ſupply that defect, 
and to receive Ferdiccas's Advice for the Preſervation of 
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4g our Lives. We were very reſpectly received by Polemon 
14 and his Wite, into the Lodging prepared tor us, and thoſe 
(44 ood People ſtudied to ſerve their Princeiles with great 
4 Zeal and Affection. As ſoon as they were going to bed, 
Wh: Perdiccas bid him Good night, and retired to the Town 
90 to take Order tor thoſe important Aftairs that lay upon 
5 Ji, Him, and having told them he would come again the next 
; 17 day fo ſecretly, that his Viſits ſhould never be known to 
The ﬀ; any body, and-that by all manner of Scrvices he would 
4 Wits! ftrive to merit Pardon tor the fear he had put them in. 1 
. The Queen pailed the reſt of that Night in continual E ( 
| 1% WW!  Sighs, Pariſatis and I not being able to hinder the courſe | 
j 1 of them, and ſcarce could ſhe through her Wearincſs \ 
11 with extream tormenting her ſclt, get a little Slcep, or 
rather a little {lumber toward the next Morning; ſhe £ 
"tl . ith kept her bed that day, and all her employment was to E 
i 10 i deplore her Loſs by moſt doletul Words, and by a Sca of | f 
ET Tears, whoſe tiowing it was impoſſible for us to ſtop t. 
1 hardly for a Moment; Alexanders Name was perpetually | *t 
ian her. Mouth, and his Idea always preſent to her remem- a 
i | brancc: | 
1 
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brance: She by the greatneſs of her Vertue had ſo clean 


wiped out all the Cauſes the had formerly had, to hate 


him, to imprint in the place of them, all that he had 
done in her favour, and all that was great and lovely in 
him, that ſhe had nothing remaining of him, but a moſt 
dear Memory full of Love and Veneration. I ſhould not 
have done of a long time, if I ſhould repeat all the com- 
plaints ſhe made for the Greatneſs of her Loſs ; and I be- 
lievc your Jealouſy would make that Diſcourſe unpleaſing 
to you, ſince you are already ſuthciently diſpoſed to be 
ill ſatisfied with her ; I will paſs them over therefore, 
and content my ſelf with telling you, that when by the 
Height of her Courage, which had alrcady reliſted ſo ma- 
ny Lotles without being dejected, and by the Perſuaſions 
of the Princeſs her Siſter, the was become capable of a 
little Reaſon, we began to make ſome Propoſal to her, 
touching her Safety, and the Eſtabliſhment of her Af- 
Airs. Amongſt Alexander's Succeſſors there was a good 
number in whom ſhe had found much Affection to her 
Service, and from whom ſhe might have hoped for great 
Alliſtance; of them Prince Lyſ#macht:s, who for his Qua- 
lity, tor his Vertue, and for his Credit, held one of the 


firſt Places, was not only at the devotion of the Princeſs 


Pari/atis, but by a thouſand Actions which had reſounded 
loudly at the Court, had given ſuthcient Teſtimony, that 
he deſired no better Fortune, than the Opportunity of ſa- 

crificing kimſelf for her. | 
Prince Oxiartes, and old Ariabaſus, had yet ſome Autho- 
ti:y among the Perfians ; and I counlell'd the Queen to 
employ them all, and make uſe of them in the neceſſity 
of her Affairs, to maintain her felt againſt the Power of 
ner Enemies; but after ſhe had reaſon'd a good while, 
we conſidered that we ſhould find tew Princes among A- 
{exander's Succeſſors that would dare to take up Arms a- 
gainſt Roxana, knowing ſhe was with Child of him, who 
was to command them one day, and for that reaſon was 
lo abſolute among the Macedonians, that they no longer 
tollowed any Body's Will but hers. As for Iyſimachus, 
the Princeſs Pariſatis, who till then had defended her felt 
againſt his Love with an admirable Vertue, would not 
B 2. 9 employ 
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employ bim, whether it were that the was of too high 
a Spirit to give Matter of Obligation to a Man thar was 
fo much in love with her, and who according to the com- 
mon Report had obliged her to. be ſomethi ing Wa thle of 
it, Or W hither it wW ere that ſhe feared to lee in ha- 
Zarding him alone againſt ſo many other Princes, Por 
Oxtartes and A: rtabaſus, there was no doubt ot their good 
Wille, bur they were alone, and retired into the Provin- 
ces Nich the- late King had atligned them. Theſe Con. 
Gderations made them reſolve to wait the pleaſure ot the 
Gods, VV 1thout 1 e ſtirrit 28 any th! 18 111 a © ona on where in 
they were ſo little able, and to "make uſe yet of Perd'ccas, 
who alone knew where mey were, and who could! hurt 
Them wore than al: the reſt, With.this deſign we put off 
a Habit which might be hurtful to the Intention we had 
taken to lie conceal led, wh having received other cloaths 
from Pele man's Wife and Dauolrer, we had a mind alſo 
to accuſtom them to call the Princelles by other Names 
than their own, which all the world knew belonged par- 
ticularly to the Royal Houle of Lerſia. | : 
Sure you have hcard that the deceaſed King Darius came 
not to the Crown by Succeſſion; and that tho' he was 
Son to Arſanes the chick a. mong the Ferfiangs, the Kingdom 
had not belon g'd to hm, but that the Roval Line was 
quite extinct in the Perſon of Ki ing Od us. His firſt Name 
Was Codoman, and he was ſo call led, when by a ſingle 
Combat, which he fought at the Head of two Armics, he 
decided the Fortune of two Empires, and added Armeiia 
to that of the Perſians, who had truſted their Fortune to 
his Valour alone. The remembrance ot this Action, ard 
of many others he had done in their favour, obliged thun 
with 2 common Conſent to chuſe him for their Sov eraign, 
eſpecially confi lering his Birth was indecd the hiohcit of 
all the Kingdom, and that he was an Ally, and a near 
Kinſmen of the deceaſed King Ochus, and of his Prede- 
3 Codman having thus attained the Empire, thougit 
t, according to the Example of former Kings, to take 
one of thoſe Names which uſed to be peculiar to the royal 
Family, as Cyris, Artaxerxes, and Darius; ſo retaining 


dhe laſt for himſelf, he gave that of Artaxerxes to his Son, 
: and 
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and thoſe of Siatira and Pariſatis to the Queen his Wife, 
and the two Princeites his Daughters. Theſe Names allo 


are beld in ſuch Reverence among the Perſaus, that they. 


have never gix en them but to thicir Queens, and to their 
Princeſlcs, w 110 hardly ever bore any others, The former 
Names of the Qucen, and of the Princeſs her Siſter, who 


were born before thetw Father came into the Empire, were 


Cofſandra and Euridice; twas under thoſe they paſt the firit 
Years or thelr Age, 41 4 ſecing themſel 12 reduced do the 
Neceility of torſaking thoſe 5 r lome time, which the 
change of their Qual) FF made them take; they be- 


liev'd that in that ſecond Revolution, they could not do 
better than to return to thoſe they had rand during their 
tormer Fortune, When the, u cr. 111 10 render an Intancy, 


that few were likely to have preſerv'd the © ol it; 
they having atio lolt the nope 7 * comma 48 che Ferſi- 
ans any more, and witi: it the delire a kecping thoje 
Names Whicl 1aprertatnc d only to th vir 80 ceraigns. Le wi 

therctore by thoſe of Caſſandra and Eitici, ice that Pariſatis 
commanded Lelenicx to call them, and I acc: „ilomed my ſe lr 
ſo well to it, that whenever I ſpake to them Unce, I al- 
ways cal! 11d them ſo.” 

Polemon and his Fa mily, who ſerved them with an ex- 
ceeding great Zcal, and. * ho Knew What they owed Unto 
their Princeſſes, could not get the Habit of it; but the 
Queen commanded them ſo ls, that they were con- 
ſtrained to obey her, and to uſc themſelves to forget Re- 
ſpect, that they might not ſay any thing that could diſco- 
ver them to their Dome ſticks. Part of that ſecond Day 
was pailed, when tnitead oi Peraiccus whom we cxpected, 
we ſaw his Brother A/cetas enter, beoring Marks in his 
Face of a very ſenlible Gricf ; the Princefſes havi ing ask- 
ed him the Comes. | 10 told thea that Ferdiccas, as he was 
oy to viſit thein alone, to the cnd his Viſits might 
be the leſs taken notice of, had met Lyſs:actus, who had 


deficd him, and fought with him upon their Qriarrel, and 


thatafter a long Combat which had been parted by ſtrange 
Paſſengers, Perdiccas had received two very deep Wounds, 
but taat the Chirurgions amrm'd they were not dange- 
rous, nor would kee p him long in Bed „and that bis 
Brother ſceing himſclf by that Accident deprived of the 

B 3 Means 
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24 CAS ND RA. Part Ill 
Means to wait upon them, had commanded him to ſupply bis 
place, and in his room, to do them all the Services they could 
Rope for from himſelt. The Princeſſes who had ever beliey'ꝗ 
that Lyſimact iss would not leave their Wrongs unpuniſheg, 
and that he both lov'd Pari/atisenough,and was generous... 
nough not to forſake their Intereſts, for any Conſideration 
of his own, by this News received a ſtrong Confirmation 
of it; but tho' this Action was very obliging to them, 
and they valued the Perſon of EM ¹,ñIůös much more than 
that of Perdiccas, yet did they teſtify to Alcetas, that they 
participated in his Trouble, and were extreamly ſorry for 
Þis Brother's Mistortunc ; they prayed him to aſſure him 
of it, and a little after, 4/cetas being gone, they began to 
diſcourſe upon that Adventure, and to deliberate between 
them whether they ſhould diſcover themſtlves to Hſima- 
cs, and let him know the Condition they were in; but 
while they were in this Converſation, Alcione, Polemon's 
Daughter came into the Chamber, and put a new diſquiet 
into the Queen's Mind, by the News ſhe brought. The 
Princeſſes eſteem'd that Woman by reaſon of her Beauty, 
and of many Marks of Diſcretion and Vertue they found 
in her; and at that time having received her with a great 
deal of goodneſs, | 2 
We have in the Houſe (ſaid ſhe) a new Gueſt very 
much wounded, I am not certain that I know him, but if 
the Change which ſome Years, and the loſs of Blood have 


cauſed in his Face, did not raze out ſome of the old Ideas, 


I ſhould believe it to be that great Prince of Scythia, whom 
have ſeen heretofore at Babylon, near the late King Da- 
ius; whom the whole Court adored for his Vertue, and 


ho gaincd the Reputation of the braveſt and valianteſt 


Man in the World. Scarce had Alcione ſpoke theſe words, 
when the Queen touched at the Heart with them, fell in- 
to a cold Sweat all over, and began to tremble from 
Head to Foot, like a Perſon quite beſide her ſelf. The 
Princeſs her Siſter, and I, obſerved it; and knowing the 
Cauſe well enough, did what we could to hinder Alcione 
from percciving it, and having ſent her upon ſome Er— 
rand to get her out of the Chamber, we remained alone 
with her at more liberty. Then by her wandring Looks 
expreſſing the Agitation of her Sou), Siſter (ſaid ſhe) 

ow : conſider 
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contider but my Fortune a little, and if this News be 


true, ſce by what a redoubling of Dſaſters ſhe overwhelms. 


Nic. : Re | 
G10 accompanied theſe few Words with two or three 


Sighs, and while Pariſatis full of Thoughts like her, mu- 


| ſed upon that Adventure without anſwering, I could not 


ciltmble my Opinion; and not ſeeing thoſe Misſortunes in 
that Encounter which ſhe complained of, Madam, (ſaid 
i) I know not what Occaſion you have to afflict your 
ie at this News; and in this Condition of your Affaire 
i do not believe you ought with Trouble to receive tte 
zerurn of him, from whom of all Men living you may 
Lope for molt Aihitance. Hold thy Tongue (ſaid the 
Queen) hold thy Tongue, Cleone, and better underſtand 
a Mind, which connot ſuffer any Memory but that of 4- 
lexander ; ſcarce have I begun to weep tor that deceaſed. 
illuſtrious Husband, but Orcondates comes back to me, 
Oroondrtes that dear Scourge of my Days, from whom I. 


cannot receive that Succour thou propoſeſt to me as from 


other Men; Doſt thou believe I can with an Indifference 
ſee that Man whom I have lov'd fo well, and that Man 
who in ſpite of all my Conſiderations, and of all my 
Loſſes, I cannot yet keep my ſelf from loving? And 
doſt thou think I ought, or can ſee him otherwiſe, I who 
am Widow to Alexander the Great? I who began but 
two Days ſince to ſhed Tears for the Loſs of an Husband, 
the greateſt of all Men living ; and I who ought to ad- 
mit no other remembrance but his, unleſs I will make 
my ſelf worthy of my Miſeries, and become the Scorn of 
the whole Earth? Befides theſe Conſiderations of honour, 
doſt thou belicve that theſe tender Thoughts of Love 
which I really have for the Memory of my dear Husband, 
will be diſperſcd by the return of Oroondates? And doſt 
thou judge alſo that the powerful Character of my firſt 
Aſtection can be blotted out by the Remembrance of what 
owe to the Aſhes of Alexander? The Queen pronoun - 
ced theſe laſt Words with Tears and Sighs, which pur 
her Siſter and me into a Perplexity little different from 
hers ; and afterwards ſhe brought torth others which 
were ſo moving, that Perſons the Icalt capable of Pity, 
would have been deeply touch'd with them, I proteſt to 

| B 4 | you, 
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26 CASSANDRA Part III. 
you, Sir, with a great deal of Truth, that I was as joy ful 
for y. vir return a8 Ta N 2 S poſlib! 12 for me ro be for a any thino 


and that I employed all the credit I had with the Queen, 70 
banim thoſe Seruples out of her Mind, which oppoſe 


your Re-chaviiſhment ; I repreſen weg to her that choſe 
| uring the Life of her Husban d, ſhe with 
) e miglit have alledged to def Su her Fr again 
Your Lope, ceaſed with their Cauf , and that the 00 
in taking Alexander from her, had a! 'fo taken away all the 
| ey hat placed between you and your Peli. icity: 
that it was true the loſs ſhe had fuffered was Tips lb, 
but that alſo in the Nt fortune of her Affairs, and cven in 
the peril of her Lite, the might lawfully make uſe of a 


— 


NRlan, Tr nom ſhie [1a | o Nl. ANY form er Obligations, and 
ro whom the had been e Ven by the King! her Father, with— 


out being a cuſed of a lightneſs with which perchancg 
zone nige have reproached her, it after the Death vette 
King her Huchand, ſhe had continued in her former Por 


tune, or but ſo much as in any fafety ; and in 1 [ 
urged all that ! Thou cht caßon able i in Vour Defence and 
the Princeſs ber Sidler, who all ker Life time had appro- 
ed a ſtrict Scverity, fi on a great deal of Reaſon in 
what 1 faid, contented her ſelf with hearing it without 
argui gg for it or +a iH and having alu ays per teciy 


eftce: ned your bar on, though her Thou! hts were the ſame 
with the Queen's, ſhe would do: nothing that might prejit- 
dice you. 

The Queen was not at all ſhaken by my Words; but 
after ſhe had given me Liberty enough to ſpcak my mind, 
K1ow Cleone, (ſaid ſne) that b. ices tre Intereſts of my 
Horcur, 4 and of my Danity, Jete is as fotrerful in my Sorel 
or Alexander, as i was beretof.ve for Oroondates ; the/e 
tao Act ons combat in my Heart with an equal Advantare, 
but Duty (which takes pars euitn tre latter, and the more 
lJevitimate) makes the J. cry radia to that {de ; Alexander !s 
dead, "tis tre, bit my Affection is rot dead with I in, and 
having been rea!) ſi. h as it ouobt to be, I have no d Heul 
to accommodate my duty cih it, © But Madam, (iaid !) 
c what ſhall become then of this poor Prince, whom you 

« precipitate more than ever into that Sca of MiSfortunes, 

out 


— - 
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© out of which after fo many Croſſes, the Goodneſs of the. 


c Gods ſeein'd to have delivered him'? 1 this (rephed 


the Queen) the Gods latour for his Repoſe and mine; re ſtall 
1 nile ſame Error <vith ite reſt of Men, and ihe belief of 
Death wil make him retire into his Co: untry, Where he 
Ap [[ve wit more J. anquile ty than he has done formerly. 
© Ah! Mad aun, (cried 1) how tull of Inhumanity and In- 
© gratitude is This Diſcourſe * You know Croondates, and 
© the love he bears you, too well, to believe he can 
© live after the News of your Death ; What, will you 
© have the Heart to hear he is 10 near you „ Without let- 
N ting him at Icaſt know that you are alive, to prevent 
« by That know ledge the violent Reſolutions, which that 
© Error wherein you would have him live, would doubt- 
© leſs make him take” ? hen could anſwer for Oroon- 
cates (ſaid the Queen halt) 2b. pe frould loue me no 
more, or that he foruld no more require an Mectien from me, 
aich I n more can atloey to Man, I would ſee him, and 
draw a gre tt deal of Conſe; {ation from that ſeglt,; but Cleone, 
ao you f. ink you © wld olbteꝛin this of U ini fr eur common Ve- 
doſe? © In this Propolition (rep Jlicd I) there is fo little 
© !ikchihood, and ſo litcle | N= ICE, that L will never make 
it to him while 1 * c.“ Talk to me 1:0 more on't then, 
(2otwerea the. Queen) ſence there 75 leſ of Dope in that you. 
aeſire of me. 
"The Qieen ſpa ce theſe laſt Words in ſuch an imperious 
way that I durſt argue no longer, and I believ'd it not 


* 


belt co ſer my ſeit fo ſoon to overcome her Will, in which 


perhaps time would more cally make an Alteration; 


wacretote H oniy fails Do. ot torment youre elf % much, 
Madam, <vith the Perſgenlious yort el end from 715 poor 
Printe, perhaps Ale! C7724) ye deceided; and if it could be 
realy Je, berg do Wwe know but that bis Nb’ may 75 mortal, 
and that he „,. iy GUICK'y be in & condition to leave yOu in that 
robo # ve much deſire? The Queen was not well plea- 
ſed with that Reply, as I on 2 her Looks; and fal- 
ling . a ſudden into a fatal Thought; © It Orcondates dia 
© (ac ided ſhe) I Will infall! 17 die with him and tho? 
my. Siſter diſapyrove theſe violent Paſſions, T will ne- 
i vertheleſs conſeſs before her, that I ould find leſs dif" 
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Part III. 


C ficulty in dying for him, than in conſenting to ſee hin 
c 
again. 


the Errand the had been ſent on, and having enquired of 
her concerning their new Gueſt, the told us that accor— 
ding to the Chirurgions Report his Wound was not mor- 
tal, that ſhe had ſeen his Face a ſecond time, and that 
though he endeavoured very carefully to keep lumfelttrom 
being known, ſhe was more than ever confirmed in her 
Opinion that it was Prince Oroondates. The Queen trem- 
bled at this Confirmation, but ſhe diſlembled her ſenſe 
of it before Alcione, and calling me to her bed-ſide, ſhe 
talk'd to me a great while of you, in Terms full ot the 
Marks of a violent Paflion, but of a Paſlion that was 


Memory of Alexander ; ſhe pailed all the Night in cruel 
Agitations, and theſe new Diſquiets mingled themſelves 
ſo ſtrongly with the former, that they baniſhed out of her 


the Remembrance of Alexarder came into her Thoughts, 
with its moſt powerful Advantages you preſently appear'd 
before her in the moſt lovely charming form you ever 
had ; and if that Figure wrovght any defect upon her 
Hcart, the Memory of Alexander again baniſhed it as a 
Eriminal Scducer, or as an Enemy whoſe very Approaches 
were dangerous to her Reputation: If iu the molt violent 
of her Thoughts ſhe cricd out, O Ale: ander! ſhe would 
add inſtantly after it, O Orcondates ! yet ſhe brought 
forth that laſt Name but as it were by fealth, and that 
conſtraint ſhe uſed upon her ſelf in favour of it, wade 
it more dear to her than if ſhe had pronounced 1t ina 
perſect liberty. The whole Night was ſpent on this man— 
ner; neither her Wearineſs, nor her tormer Watchings, 


making her incline to Sleep, and tl.e Sun no ſooner a! - 


peared in her Chamber-window, but her ſad Diſquicts 
making her hate her Bed, ſhe called to me to bring her 
Cloaths ; I gave her thoſe that were appointed her lince 
the change of her Name, which were Folemen's Davgi- 


ters, and Which, as plain as they were, took off nothing 
den 


We were in this Diſcourſe when Alcione came back from 


ſubject unto her Duty, and that feared, and trembled at the 


Mind all the hope of quiet which yet was left there. If 
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irom the Majeſty of her ordinary Luſtre. She was hardly 
dreſs'd, when being deſirous to clear her Doubts with 
more Aſſurance, ſhe ſent for old Polemon, in whom ſhe 
had already found a great deal of Underſtanding, Diſere- 
tion, and Zeal to ſerve her ; and as ſoon as he was at her 
Chamber-door, ſhe reſted her ſelf upon his Hand, and 
went down alone with him into the Garden, where ſhe 
ſought out the moſt private Walks to entertain him with 
more liberty, and leſs danger of being diſcoycred ; but 
ſcarce had the begun to propoſe her Doubts to him, when 
ſhe ſaw her ſelt cloſe by two Men, who as we have 
learn'd ſince, were Lyſimachas and Araxes; ſhe was ſur- 
prized at that Sight, and being unwilling to be known, 
the turned away of a ſudden, and leaving Polemon, went 
out of the Garden at a little Door, which led her into 
the Wood. Within a while after, Polemon being come in- 
to our Lodgings, told the Queen that he was no more able 
than his Daughter to inform her touching what ſhe deſir d 
to know o! him, but that his Thoughts agreed with Al- 
ccne's, and that he believed as ſhe did, that the wounded 
Stranger was the Prince of Styzh;a ; that he had not been 
able to learn any thing ofen from them that ſerved him 
whether it were that they were ignorant, or that they 
had order to conceal it, that all he could gueſs at by 
their Düſcourfe, was, that poſleſſed with ſome violent 
Grict he had given himſelf that Wound, and that thoſe 
that looked to him had all the Difficulty in the World to 
perſuade him to live, and ſufter his Cure to be endeavou- 
red. No ſooner had Folemon given the Qucen this Infor- 
mation, but ſhe guelled at the Truth of that Adventure, 
and judged by her former knowledge ot your Love, that 
the News of her Death Had caſt your Soul into that de- 
lpair ; this Behef redoubled (if it were poſſible) her Af 
ection to you, and made her think of finding out ſome 
Means to fee you without being ſeen of you. What (faid 
the to her-ſelt) ſhall J have thrown my dear Oroendates 
into this danger, and ſhall I have received this laſt, this 
potent Mark of his love to me, and ſhall I know him 1o 
near me without ſeeing him? Ah! no ; my Duty, you 
ſhall not be ſo ſevere ; I will not forget you, though IL 
Ke my dear Orontes, and 1 will be. fo circumſpect in this 
| Actions 


| 
| 
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Action, that you ſhall be ſure to receive no Offence by 


it. But miſerable Statirya, what would become of thee, 
if Alexander's Ghoſt ſhould preſent it ſelf to thee in this 
Viſit, and reproach thee with thy Lightneſs in a threatning 


Voice? My Body (would it ſay to thee) hath not yet re- 


ceived the Rites of Burial, and doſt thou run, ingrateſul 
Woman, to new Aﬀection ? Doſt thou ſeek Occaſions 
to forget me, thou whom I have ſo dearly loved; while 
the whole Earth, whereof I have been the Terror, is in 
a general Deſolation Ah, dear and glorious Spirit, give 
ſome Truce unto thy juſt Reſentment, and conſider that! 
am not guilty of Dilloyalty, for being a little ſenſible; 


1 reverence thee as much as I ovght, and as thou canit 
'wiſh, but J am fo much indebted to poor Oruondates, that: 


if thou wert alive, thou wouldſt not forbid me thy ſelf to 


fee him for ſome few Moments, in a condition to which I 


. 


alone have reduced him. | 
After having long conteſted on this manner, ſhe reſol- 
ved in the end to ſee you, if ſhe could do it without 
danger of being diſcovered ; and for that purpoſe, having 
conferr'd about it towards the Evening with Alcione, and 
told her that very important Reaſons obliged her to certi- 
y ber ſelf with her on Eyes, whether or no it were 
the Prince of Scrythia, ſhe was long contriving Ways with 
her, and having found them all too dangerous, ſhe heark- 


ned a little to the laſt Alcione propoſed. © Madam, (ſaid 


© ſhe) at the end of a Gallery to which I can lead you by 
* a back Stair, there is a little Door which opens into the 
©'Spate oh the far fide of his Bed, cloſe to the Head. of 
it; *tis ſeldom made faſt but toward the Gallery, and if 
©tomorrow' Morning, before thoſo that wait upon bim 
come into his Chamber, your Majeſty will have me 
bring you in at that Door, it will not be hard for me to 
© do ſo; and if any body ſhould come in while you are 
© there, you may eaſily get out the ſame'way and not be 
perceived by any body; it wilkonly be needfulto learn 
4 if he be afleep, and for that purpoſe I will go in firſt, 
and looking in at the Curtain will bring your Majeſty 
© word. | ee CULT SL FOE TROP em 3” 


The 


bot: VUEASSENDRE 
The Queen was very ſenſible of the danger of this 
Method, and was long before the could approve of it; 
but at laſt, the ardent Deſire ſhe had to ſee you, made 
her paſs over all manner of Difficulties, and reſalve 
blindly to follow Alcione; ſhe would not venture upon 
it without communicating it to the Princeſs her Siſter; 
and that ſcrupulous Lady, not being able to yield to it, 
argued long againſt that Deſign, with many ſpecious Rea- 
ſons ; but in the end, knowing how much ſhe diſpleaſed 
the Queen in oppoſing her Intention, ſhe agreed to her 
Deſire, and would needs accompany her to the Door her 
ſell. | 

T be Day hardly began to appear, when the two Prin- 
ceſſes were ready, and Alcione being their Guide, led them 
through the Garden, xhile every body was yet aſlec p. The 
ucen went trembling up the Stairs, and if by the Acci- 
dents of her Life ſhe had not been accuſtomed to great 
and dangerous Things, ſhe would never have had Cou- 
rage enough to execute that Enterpriſe, When ſhe was 
in the Gallery, Alcione opened your Chamber-Goor very 
ſoftly, and went gently to your Bed's Head; though the 
place was ſomething dark, it received Light enough. by 
the opening of that Door, to let Alcione ſee your Face 
was turned towards her, and that you were aſleep; when 
ſhe was certain of it, ſhe came. back to the Queen, who 
ſtaid for her with inconccivable Fears and Impatiencies; 
ne went in nevertheleſs, but with inward Shivermgs, 
and Apprehenſions which put her almoſt beſides her felf ; 
when ſue was by your Eed- ſide, and that by the opening 
of tie Curtain, ſhe diſcovered the Face which ihe had 
ſo extreamly loved, and which neither loſs of Blood, nor 
the Darkneſs of the place, could hinder her from know- 
ing, her Affection tranfported her in ſuch manner, that 
the was like to have gone beyond the Bounds of Modeſty, 
to follow the violent Motions which that fight a waken- 
ed; yet was ſhe Miſtreſs of her ſelf even then, as ſhe' 
bad been in all the Actions of her Life ; and that conſtr: int 
made her fall into a wondrous great Perplexity ; ſhe look- 
ed upon you as much as the Light would give her leave, 
with Thoughts enflamed by her former Paſſion, aud 
With Raptures of Love, which ſhe hath ſince confeſſed 
2 o 


| 
| 
| 
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to me as Crimes; ſhe was often even upon the Point of 
waking you, and diſcovering her ſelf to you by all the 


modeſt Proofs you could deſire of her Affection 
but ſhe was often diſſuaded from it by thoſe ſevere 
ſcrupulous Conſiderations I have already mention. 
ed. | | | | 
© Muſt it needs be ſo, (ſaid ſhe very ſoftly) muſt it 
© needs be ſo, my dear Orontes, that you ſhould be longer 
ignorant of your preſent Condition, and that for weak 
© Conſiderations, I ſhould uſe a violence upon my ſelf 
© which kills me? Muſt I conceal my Face from him, to 
© whom my Heart was never concealed ; and muſt I re. 
© fuſe him my very fight, to whom J have totally given 
© my Soul ? Ah ! no, vain ſhadow of an unjuſt Reputa. 
© tion, oppoſe thy ſelf no more againſt ſuch juſt, and 
© ſuch powerful Motions ; thou tyrannizeſt over me too 
© inhumanly ; my dear Orontes muſt ſee me, and muſt re. 
© ceive at leaſt this ſatisfaction, for ſo many Services he 
© has done me. | 
In this Phought ſhe put forth her Arm to wake you, 
but at that very inſtant the remembrance of Alexander came 
into her Mind, which not only diverted her from that 
Deſign, but alſo made her bluſh at it, and at the ſtate in 
which ſhe ſaw her ſelf. © What, (ſaid ſhe again) is it 
© then the Wife of Alexander the Great, and of Alexander 
© dead but three Days ago, that runs imprudently to ſeck 
© a Man that has loved her, in his very Bed“? This Re- 
flection confounding her, and ſtirring her up againſt her 
felt, made her riſe from the Chair where ſhe ſat, to go 
out of the Chamber, which ſhe began to look upon as a 
place of Shame and Reproach to her; © Let us fly, (ſaid 
© ſhe in Anger) let us fly from a place faral ro our Repu- 
© tation, and make amends for the Fault we have com- 
© mitted, by a firm Reſolution never to do the like again 
© while we live.“ But at the Moment of that Separation, 
ſhe could not forbear caſting back her Eyes upon you; 
and that Object infenſibly diſſipating her ſeverer Thoughts, 
pull'd her back with more Weakneſs, and more Tender- 
neſs than before. Oh ] Orontes (added ſhe with a deep 
© Sigh) how hard it is to keep one's Reſolutions againſt 
| n © youz 
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you, or rather how difficult is it to ſee you, and remem- 


© ber you, without loving you” ? In this Confuſion of 
Mind ſhe continu'd till the Sun, beginning to appear, 
brought Light into the whole Chamber ; but ſhe got her 


elf ſo ſweetly near you, that ſhe took not Notice of the 
| ſtay ſhe made 3 and her ſeveral Diſquiets had ſo diſtracted 
| her, that I believe ſhe would have ſtaid there longer, if 
| ſhe had not heard you ſigh twice or thrice, and ſeen you 
| 2 while after ſtretch forth your Arms, and open your eyes. 
| Nothing but your waking could make her go out of the 
Chamber; but beſides that, ſhe at the ſame time heard the 
| other Door open, and being unwilling to be ſurprized, 


ſhe ran haſtily away, and ſhutting the Door after her, 
went back to Alcione, who waited for her in the Galle- 
ry, from whence the Princeſs Fariſatis was gone away 


| before, upon perceiving a Man at the other end of 
| it, | | 


This Diſcourſe of Cleone 's, recalling to the Prince's mind 
the Remembrance of his Viſion, O Statira (cried he) I 


| ſaw you, for all the ſuddenneſs of your Departure, I ſaw - 
you vaniſh like Lightning, but my Thoughts neverreach- 
ed the Truth of this Adventure. I took you your ſelſ to 
be but the Ghoſt of my Queen, that came to demand the 
Revenge I owed her againſt her barbarous Murderers ; 
| the Prince Lyſemachus, who had a glimps of the Princeſs 


Pariſatis in the Gallery had the ſame Conceit ; I was far e- 


nough from imagining, that at that ſame inſtant while I 


O 


| bewailed your Loſs with Tears of Blood, and while I 
| preſerved the Remainder of my miſerable Life to revenge 

| your Death, you could be fo near me, and not vouchſale 
to draw me out of that Error which' had brought me ſo 
1 

near to my Grave; the Gods would have me ignorant of 
it then, but 'tis their Pleafure I ſhould learn it now, that 
| might receive Confirmations of your hard- heartedneſs 


toward me. 
If you have found her ſo in other Reſpects (replied 


Cleone) I do not think you have any cauſe in this Action 
| to complain of her; nor ought you to take it as a light 


Mark of Affection in a Perſon of her Quality and Hu- 


| mour ; and to ſay Truth, ſhe eſteemed it one of the bold- 


eſt and moſt dangerous ſhe had ever ventured upon in all 


| 
| 
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her Life, and if you had deſired part of her Blood from 
her, ſhe would more eaſily have granted it than ſuch 3 
Viſit. Sbe came away fo troubled, that I feared ſome 
ſtrange Accident had befallen her; and ſhe told me all 
with ſuch tender moving Expreſſions, that ſlie drew Tears 
of Compaſſion from me. I have ſeen him, Cleone (aid 
ſne) J have ſeen poor Oroondates, but twas only to re. 
double my Grief ; as pale as he is, he is yet as lovely as 
ever he was, and I would it pleaſed the Gods, that either 
he had ceaſed to be ſo, or that I could ceaſe to be ſenſible, 
or ceaſe to live, fince it is not their Will that I ſhould 
live for him. Atter many Diſcourſes of that Nature, ſhe 
went forth in the Wood, where ſlie ſought out the mc} 
gloomy ſecret places to T ruſt her Sorrows to them, and 
that they might bear a ſhare in them, ſhe took a Bodkin 
which I gave her, and under the name of Caſſandra engta- 
ved part of her Diſcontents upon the Rocks, and upon the 
Barks of the Trees. After that day ſhe paſled ſome c- 
thers in theſe ſad Employments, without being able to 
reſolve to diſcover her felt to yov, nor to attempt the ha- 
zard of a ſecond viſit; and I know not whether ſhe could 
have perſiſted in that Mind, but that ſhe received a fir. 
charge in her affliction which utterly caſt her down, aud 
which joined to her other Sorrows, threw her into a 
Fever which made her keep her Bed almoſt all the time. 
that you did ſo; it was the News of the Death of Queen 
 Syſigambis, whom their Loſs, together with her Griet tor 
that of Alexander, had brought unto her Grave, which 
ſbe voluntarily preterred before the Life ſhe could lead 
aſter the Death of thoſe, that were fo dear to her: The 
two Erinceſſes were fo exceeding ſorrowful for the. loſs of 
that great Quecn, that they were hardly to be comforted, 
and if the Princeſs Pariſatis had not ſtriven againſt her 
Griet, to take care of her Siſter in her Sickneſs, the would 
quickly have been in a condition little different from, 
hers. During all the time the Queen kept her bed, all 
her Thoughts were divided between you and her deceaſed 
Husband. ; the-never faid any thing that could ſhow uy 
trouble for the Joſs of Darius's Empires, nor of thok 
which ſhe had ſince poſſeſſed with Alexander in more glo- 
ry than any Princeſs of the world ; ſhe never thought S 
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the fall of her Houſe, nor of the Proſperity of her Ene- 
mies, and the little Power ſhe had to revenge her ſelf on 
them; ſhe never envy'd Roxana's Fortune, nor ever made 
any complaint againſt her, but ſhe appeared afflicted only 
| for having loſt Alexander, and for having loſt the hope of 
| poſſeſſing Oreondates without blame. She asked me how 
ou did a hundred times a day, and I informed my ſelf 
| from Alcione and Folemon, that I might tell her, We 
| quickly heard that Lyſmachus was with you, and tte 
| Princeſs Euridice receiv'd that News with inward Altera- 
tions able to ſhew that he was not indiflerent to her; but 
| ſach was her humour, that after that which had paſſed 
| between them, and which was commonly known, ſhe 
| would have been more unwilling to. diſcover her ſelf to 
bim than to all the Men in the World. That high Seve- 
F ricy cauſed a great deal of conſtraint in her, and 'twas 
not without much ado that ſhe concealed her ſelf from 
him to obey that regular Vertue; yet did ſhe take ſuch 
care to hinder all Communication between your Lodging 
and ours, that your People never ſuſpected any thing of 
our Abode, and Alcetas who viſited us often, but always 
by Night, never had the leaſt Suſpicion of Hſimachus's 
being in the Houſe. True it is, that Polemon and his 
Family ſhewed a moſt diſcreet Fidelity, and the Princefs 
| repreſented the Importance of the Secret to them with 
| ſuch a Charge, that they kept it inviolably on both fides : 
Nor was the Danger ſmall ; for if thoſe of Perdiccas's Par- 
ty had known where Lyſimachus was, they would have 
taken Arms to revenge themſelves upon him; and it fi- 


machus had not been ignorant of Alcetas's coming hither, 


be would have diſcharged part of the Hatred upon him, 
which he bore unto his Brother: But the order the Prin- 
ceſs took in it, and Polemon by her command, prevented 
all the Miſchiefs that might have hapned by thoſe Encoun- 
| ters, if the Buſineſs had not been managed with extraor- 
| dinary Care. | A 
The Queen encourag'd her ſickneſs as much as poſſibly 
| ſhe could, that it might have Strength enough to make an 
| end of her; yet did ſhe recover whether ſhe would or 
no, and left her Bed the ſame Day that you did. Her Fe- 
ver having neither been lang nor violent, ſhe loft not 
: Mr much 
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much of her ſtrength, and within a few Days after ker 
being up again, ſhe had no need to keep her Chamber, 
But as that was the Time of her Recovery, and of yours, 
fo was it likewiſe of Perdiccas; and that ſame Even he 
came to viſit her, accompanied only by his Brother : the 
Princeſſes received him very civilly, and after ſome ordi- 
nary Diſcourſe, Perdiecas repreſented to the Queen, that 
this place of retreat was too near Babylon, and that ſhe had 
made a longer ſtay here than was fitting for her Saſcty, 
but that her Sickneſs, and his Wounds had been the cauſe 
of it; and that it was neceſſary to think of retiring to 
ſome other Houſe, that was both ſtronger. and further 
from Roxana. The Queen trembled at this Propoſuion, 
and though ſhe had not reſolved to let you ſee her, ye: 
could ſhe not without Grief think of going away from 
you; but becauſe ſhe aw a oreat deal of Reaſon in it, 
and that ſhe had but little Power to contradict Perdicus 
| ſhe oppoſed it not, and only told him, that her Life was 

too full of Miſeries too take ſo great a Care of it, and 
that whitherſoever ſhe retired, — ſtill ſhould carry her 
unfortunate Deſtiny along with her.  Perdfccas went & 
way preſently after ; and the Queen more diſquieted than 
ſhe was wont to be, paſſed the reſt of the Night without 


| Tpeaking hardly ſo much as a word to us; I heard het 


ſigh in her Bed with more than uſual vehemence, and the 
next Morning as ſoon as I was up, ſhe called me to her, 
and taking me by the Hand, which ſhe preſſed betwen 
hers ; Cleone, (ſaid ſhe) thou ſeeſt me now both in the 
greateſt Troubles of Mind, and the greateſt Weaknelks 
that ever I was in ſince I was born. In ſhort, Cle, 

my Conſtancy is at an end, and do what I can to draw it 
out a few Days longer, it is impoſſible for me to conceal 
my ſelf from poor Oroondates; beſides the Incitements d 
mine own Inclination, which are powerful enough t0 
make me break through very great Difficulties, when | 
remember what that poor Prince hath done and ſuffered 
for me, and the Condition to which he is yet reduced by 
his Love to me, I feel a Remorſe which tells me I am to 
blame, which robs me of my reſt, and which deprives nt 
of the Means of reſiſting my Inclination ; yet will 19% 
let it carry me beyond what I ought to do, and I ſhall be 


 Enoug| 
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ber MW enough Miſtreſs of it, to perſevere in the Reſolution I 
ber, have taken to ſhut up all my Love within Alexander's 
urs, tomb; but ! O Cleone, I can no longer conceal from him 
| be that 1 am alive; the News of my Death has alrgady 


the MW drawn much of his Blood, and it he continue in that 


di- belief, he will at laſt breathe out a Soul, from which 


that mine cannot be ſeparated by any Reaſon, nor by any vio- 


had WW lence; I would have him know I am ſtill in the World, 


ety, but in telling him that News, I would diſpoſe him never 
auf I to hope any thing more from me; this knowledge ſhall 
to make me loſe nothing of the Empire I always have had 
ther MW over him, and I am certain he is obedient and ſubmiſſive 


ion, WF enough, to regulate his Will by mine; he loves me too 


yer well, and my Reputation is too dear to him, to deſire a- 
com ny thing of me that may blaſt it; and if I can do nothing 
n it, in favour of him but Actions of Lightneſs, and Inconſtan- 
car, cy, he is too generous himſelf to perſuade me to them. 
was WF Before we go away from this place, whence Perdtccas 
and WF chinks it neceſſary we ſhould remove, I will leave him 
ber ſome Aſſurance of my Life, and of my remembrance of 
him, but I will not have him conceive falſe hope by that 
Mark of my Affection, and I will uſe ſuch Caution in it, 
tas ſhall declare my want of Power, without giving him 
occaſion to complain of me. When ſhe had ended this 


| the WDiſcourſe, which I hearkned to without interrupting it, 
her, the Queen called for her Cloaths, and withdrawing into 
een Bia little Cloſet, ſhe began to write part of her Mind to 
the ou: Within a while after ſhe came forth, and command- 


ing me to follow her, tho' ſhe was yet but weak, ſhe 


ot; ent down the Stairs, and leaning upou my Hand,ſhe took 
wt er walk into the Wood, where ſhe ſought thoſe places 
ceal that were moſt remote from the Abode of Men; when 
ts H Ine had walked a while, ſhe fate down upon a green 


Bank by the (ide of a little Brook ; and having command- 
d me to ſit down by her, ſhedrew forth the Paper where- 
ſhe had begun to write; but before ſhe read it, Cleone, 
aid ſhe) T have left my Letter imperfe&, becauſe I had 
ot the Courage to finiſh it, and I have begun it in a 
tile which is little ſuitable to the Reſolution J have ta- 
en; altho' I make ſome mention of it, methinks it is in 
erms which ſeem to {lacken much of its ſtrictneſs. I 

write 
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much of her ſtrength, and within a few Days after her 
being up again, ſhe had no need to keep her Chamber, 
But as that was the Time of her Recovery, and of yours, 
fo was it likewiſe of Perdiccas ; and that ſame Even he 
came to viſit her, accompanied only by his Brother: the 
Princefles received him very civilly, and after ſome ordi- 
nary Diſcourſe, Perdiccas repreſented to the Queen, that 
this place of retreat was too near Babylon, and that ſhe had 
made a longer ſtay here than was fitting for her Saſety, 
but that her Sickneſs, and his Wounds had been the cauſe 
of it; and that it was neceſſary to think of retiring to 
ſome other Houſe, that was both ſtronger and further 
from Roxana. The Queen trembled at this Propoſit ion, 
and though ſhe had not reſolved to let you ſee her, yet 
could ſhe not without Grief think of going away from 
you; but becauſe ſhe ſaw a great deal of Reaſon in it, 
and that ſhe had but little Power to contradict Perdiccas, 
ſhe oppoſed it not, and only told him, that her Life was 
too full of Miſeries too take ſo great a Care of it, and 
that whitherſoever ſhe retired, be ſtill ſhould carry her 
unfortunate Deſtiny along with her. Perdiccas went a- 
way preſently after ; and the Queen more diſquieted than 
ſhe was wont to be, paſſed the reſt of the Night without 
ſpeaking hardly ſo much as a word to us; I heard her 
ſigh in her Bed with more than uſual vehemence, and the 
next Morning as ſoon as I was up, ſhe called me to her, 
and taking me by the Hand, which ſhe preſſed between 
hers ; Cleone, (ſaid ſhe) thou ſeeſt me now both in the 
greateſt Troubles of Mind, and the greateſt Weakneſles 
that ever I was in ſince I was born. In ſhort, Cleore, 
my Conſtancy is at an end, and do what I can to draw it 
out a few Days longer, it is impoſſible for me to conceal 
my ſelf from poor Oroondates ; beſides the Incitements of 
mine own Inclination, which are powertul enough to 
make me break through very great Difficulties, when ! 
remember what that poor Prince hath done and ſuffered 
for me, and the Condition to which he is yet reduced by 
his Love to me, I feel a Remorſe which tells me I am to 
blame, which robs me of my reſt, and which deprives me 
of the Means of reſiſting my Inclination ; yet will I not 


let it carry me beyond what I ought to do, and I ſhall be 
enough 
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enough Miſtreſs of it, to perſevere in the Reſolution I 
have taken to ſhut up all my Love within Alexander's 
tomb; but ! O Cleone, I can no longer conceal from him 
that Jam alive; the News of my Death has alrgady 
drawn much of his Blood, and if he continue in that 
belief, he will at laſt breathe out a Soul, from which 
mine cannot be ſeparated by any Reaſon, nor by any vio- 
lence ; I would have him know I am ſtill in the World, 
but in telling him that News, I would diſpoſe him never 
to hope any thing more from me ; this knowledge ſhall 
make me loſe nothing of the Empire I always have had 
over him, and I am certain he is obedient and ſubmiilive 
enough, to regulate his Will by mine ; he loves me too 
well, and my Reputation is too dear to him, to deſire a- 


ny thing of me that may blaſt it; and if I can do nothing 


in favour of him but Actions of Lightneſs, and Inconſtan- 


cy, he is too generous himſelf to perſuade me to them. 


Before we go away from this place, whence Perdiccas 
thinks it neceſſary we ſhould remove, I will leave him 
ſome Aſſurance of my Lite, and of my remembrance of 
him, but I will not have him conceive falſe hope by that 
Mark of my Affection, and I will uſe ſuch Caution in it, 
as ſhall declare my want of Power, without giving him 
occaſion to complain of me. When ſhe had ended this 
Diſcourſe, which I hearkned to without interrupting it, 
the Queen called for her Cloaths, and withdrawing into 
alittle Cloſet, ſhe began to write part of her Mind to 
you : Within a while aftcr ſhe came forth, and command- 
ing me to follow her, tho' ſhe was yet but weak, ſhe 
went down the Stairs,and leaning upou my Hand,ſhe took 
her walk into the Wood, where ſhe ſought thoſe places 
that were moſt remote from the Abode of Men; when 
ſhe had walked a while, ſhe fate down upon a green 
Bank by the fide of a little Brook; and having command- 
ed me to ſit down by her, ſhedrew forth the Paper where- 
in ſhe had begun to write; but before ſhe read it, Cleone, 
(aid ſhe) IJ have left my Letter imperfe&, becauſe I had 
not the Courage to finiſh it, and I have begun it in a 
Nile which is little ſuitable to the Reſolution J have ta- 
ken; altho' I make ſome mention of it, methinks it is in 


Terms which ſeem to ſlacken much of its ſtrictneſs. BY 
| write 
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write to Croondates under the Name of Caſſhndra which 
you have again given me; but I will give charge to A.. 
core, who thall deliver it to him after your Departure, 
to clear all thoſe Doubts this Alteration of my Name 
may work in him. Having ſaid thus, ſhe gave me the 


Paper, where by her Command 1 began to read theſe 


Words : 


4 HE unfortunate and happy Caſſandra ; unforty. 

nate by the change of her Fortune, and happy 
by the Fidelity of her dear Orontes, to her too faithtu! 
Crortes. | | 


a K 


Ah C'eone | (cried Orco::dates interrupting her) 'tis e- 
nough, I know every Word of that Letter, which fell 
. miraculouſly into my Hands, and which I have desrly 
preſerved by Reaſon of the Reſemblance which the Stile 
and Characters bore to thoſe of my Princeſs : My belief 
of her Death ſuffered me not to conclude that it came 
from her ; and yet it left Doubts in my Mind, accompa- 
nied with ſome Beams of Hope, which I could never 
_ clear till now, With that he told her how that Letter 
fell into Araxes's Hands, how he had read the Words 
Which Caſſandra had engraven upon the Trees and Rocks, 
and the Effects it had produced in his Mind; and having 
related all that Adventure to her at large, Cleone contin 
ed thus: | 
It is true, Sir, that Letter might very well come to 
your Hand, in the manner you ſpeak of; for the Queen 
after having heard me read it, and diſcourſed with mea 
while upon that Subject, was ſo drowſy by reaſon of her 
former Watchings, that ſhe lay down upon the Graſs, and 
inſenſibly fell alleep, and within a while after I accom- 
pany'd her, holding the Letter {ill open in my Hand, but 
when I waked again I miſſed it; and having fought 1 
in vain with the Queen, who wak'd alſo preſently alte!, 
we return'd the ſame way we came, and retired into out 
little Hermitage. The Qucen was very glad ſhe had put 
neither the Name of Statira, nor that of Oroondates in the 
Letter, knowing that nothing could be drawn from the 


Reading of it, that could diſcover her. She reſolycdt0 
write 


* 
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. write another before ſhe went to Bed, but ſhe had ſcarce 
h fupp'd when ſhe ſaw Perdiccas, and his Brother, come in- 
IJ. 55 the Chamber. After he had ſaluted her in his uſual. 
manner; Madam, (faid he) you are in very great danger 
it you {tay here any longer; let us away ] beſeech you, 
and go without delay to a more allured Retreat; you have 
a Chariot here at the Door which will carry you thither 
in a little time, and there perhaps you ſhall be in ſuch a 
Condition, that you thall bur little need to fear your E- 
» nemies. Theſe Words ſurprized the Queen extreamly ; 
„and though ſhe had prepared her ſelf to go from you, ſhe 
1 did not think it ſhould have been fo ſuddenly, and with 
ſo little leiſure to effect her intentions of writing to you: 
She had ſome thought to give Alcione order to tell you by 
Word of Mouth, what ſhe could not write ; but ſhe 
knew her not enough to truſt her with a Ruſineſs of that 
importance, nor had ſhe ſo much time as to inftrut her 
in it, and Perdiccas prelſed her ſo earneſtly, that ſeeing 
her felt at his Mercy, ſtanding in fear of him, and not 
« yet knowing his Deſigns, ſhe could not in that Hurry take 
any other Reſolution, then that of following him blind- 


a BY committing the Conduct of her Deſtiny and yours un- 
s to the Gods. We went on this manner from Polemon's 
$ 


Houſe, which the Queen could not leave, without teſti- 
5 tying by ſome Sighs, how ſorry ſhe was to go from the 
Face where you were; and the Princeſs her Siſter, as 
great Conſtancy as ſhe feigned at that Departure, was not 
without Trouble for having ſo carefully concealed her ſelf 


0 5 4 G . gg 
from Ly/imachus. The Chariot we got into, travelled with 
ſcch ſpced, that within a ſhort time it carried us to a Ca- 


ſtle ſome two or three hundred Furlongs from hence, up- 
on the Bank of the Erphrates, which waſhes the Walls 
of it on one (ide, and on all the reſt it is encompaſſed 
with a deep Mote, and ſo well fortified both by Art and 
„Nature, that it would be very difficult to force it. It 
formerly belong'd to Bigiſtanes, x ho had been Governor of 


# _ 8 . 

the Citadel of Babylon; and ſince was fallen into the hands 
ef Pureſtas, Who was wholly at Perdiccas's Devotion. 
e Thither we were carried, and there we found a great 


| =any Soldiers to guard the Caſtle and us; Perd ccas like- 


wile 
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wiſe had taken care to ſend Greecian Slaves thither to 
ſcrve the Princeſſes; but after having conſidered all things, 
and in what manner they were kept, they found that the 


were Priſoners, and that Ter diccas, inſtead of their Pro. 


tector, was become their Maſter. 

They were waited on with much Reſpect, and becauſe 
Perdiccas, by reaſon of the Multitude of his Affairs, could 
not make his ordinary Abode there, he left the Care and 


Cuſtody of them to his Brother, and contented himſelf 


with viſiting them often, but exceeding ſecretly ; he for 
ſome Days carried himſelf to them, with all the Reſpe& 
and all the Modeſty they could defire, but afterward he 
began to take a greater Liberty, and by ſome Looks and 
Speeches made the Queen perceive, he had ſome Intenti- 
on toward her, which he had not yet declared; ſhe was 
extreamly troubled at this, but her want of Power made 
ber diſſemble it, while the Princeſs her Siſter who had 
the ſame Cauſe of Complaint againſt Alcetas, bchaved her 
ſelf on the ſame manner. By little and little the two 
Brothers confirm'd theſe Suſpicions by all their Actions, 
and they began to be no longer in Doubt, when Perdiccas 
took off his Mask, and impudently declared unto the 
Queen the Deſign he had upon her; they were alone one 
Day in her Chamber, and Perdiccas, after having cnter- 
tained her a while with indifferent Talk, chang'd his Stile 
of a ſudden, and ſpoke thus unto her : 

I do not hope, Madam, you ſhould without ſome 
Surprize, nor perhaps without ſome Anger, receive the 
Declaration I am forced to make to you ; neither will 
I wonder, if the Daughter of Darius, and the Widow 
of Alexander the Great, think all Men below them un- 
worthy to ſerve her. It is true, Madam, you have 
held, and may yet hold the firſt Place among all the Prin- 
ceſſes of the Earth, and that you cannot conſider any Man 
with particular Inclinations, without falling from your 
former Dignity ; but the World hath no more Alexanders, 
and unleſs the Gods would raiſe him again whom they 
have taken from you, you muſt never hope to find a Hus. 
band of equal Merit. As long as he lived, my Reſpect 


to him made me ſmother the Thoughts I have ever w 
| 5 an 
= 


it alo 
befor 
canno 
judge 
It, W 
but a 
due R 
Tears. 
your 

haye « 
Enem 
In not 
to hay 
that tc 


full of 


crifice 
and fo 


Book I. CAS SANDRA 41 


and the Concurrence of a Rival to whom I owed all my 
Fortune, made me lay aſide thoſe Pretenſions, which with 


Juſtice I onght not to have quitted but for him. Now 
tnat the Deſtinies have deprived us of him, and that ſince 
his Loſs I may ſay without Vanity or Falſhood, that I 
know no Man greater than my ſelf, I may, Madam, I 
may with leſs Preſumpt ion own the Paſſion I have for 
ov, I know, Madam, that this Confeſſion offends you, 
and I doubred not but you would think it ſtrange from 
a Man whoſe Queen you once were, and ſtill are ſo; 
but if among all Men living you can make a Choice with- 


out abaſing your ſelf, do me but the Favour to name me 


one, with whom I may not juſtly diſpute for Priority. 
'Tis true, Jam not a King by Birth, yet am I of Royal 
Blood ; and beſides, your Majeſty is not ignorant that T 
have Empires at my diſpoſing, that common Kings are 
but Petty Slaves in reſpe& of Alexander's Succeſſors, and 
that amongſt them all he pick'd out none but me to poſ- 
eſs part of that place he had enjoyed; that Election was 
ſ glorious, and ſo authentick, that it deſerves to be 
envied by all the Monarchs of the Earth; and 'tis from 
it alone J have taken Courage enough to open my Mouth 
before you, and to raiſe my Ambition to a Glory which 
cannot worthily be pretended to by any body: If you 
judge my Temerity Criminal, accuſe not that Vanity of 
it, which I might draw from ſome Advantages I have, 
but a violent Paſſion which a moſt profound, and a moſt 
que Reſpect, hath made me cover with a Silence of many 
Years, I do not repreſent to your Majeſty the State of 
your Affairs, nor the Need, or rather the Neceſſity you 
have of a powerful Support againſt a World of intereſſed 
Enemies, who find their Quiet, and can find their Safety 
in nothing but your Ruin; this Conſideration is too weak 
to have any Force upon your Inclinations, but I will add 
that to it, if you pleaſe, which you may have from a zeal 
all of Reſpect, and Submiſſion, which will make me ſa- 
crifice my Fortune, and my Lite it ſelf, for your Intereſts, 
and for your Contentment. | 

The Queen ſtood in need of all her Patience, and of 
ll her uſual Moderation, to hear this long Diſcourſe 
ithout falling into Anger; but having ever or of the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Temper of all the Perſons in the World, and be- 
lag prudent enough to conſider the Misfortune of her 
Condition, and the Power Perd.ccas had over her, ſte 
reſtrained part of that Indignation, which in another 
Seaſon would perhaps have broke out in another manner: 
and looking upon Peratccas with diſdain, ſhe without Ss 
ing much moved,.replied ; Have you ſo ſoon forgotten 
(O Perdzccas). what you owed uuto your King, and have 
you by this change of your Fortune, which you alledge 
to me, loſt the Knowledge of your ſelt? Can that parti- 
cular eſteem which he ſhewed of you at his Death, and 
wherewith you ſecm to authorize your Fault, juſtify the 
Offence you do him ? And in ſhort, do you no longer re. 
member you are Perdiccas, and that you ſpeak to the 
Widow of Alexander ? 1 know ( anſwered Perdiccas ) 
both what I owe unto the Memory of my King, and 
what I owe unto the Preſence of my Queen ; bur by gi. 
ving her a fecond Empire over me, of a more noble Na- 
ture than the firſt, I commit no Offence perhaps, whercof 
I may not hope for Pardon. | 

I content my ſelf with the firſt (replied the Queen 
ſharply) nay and if you will, Perdiccas, I'II quit that 
too, upon Condition you will but leave me in quiet, and 
that you no more will force me to hearken to Words 
which are an equal Inyury to us both. I will obey you 
(added Perdiccas) as much as poſſibly I can, but you may 
be pleaſed, Madam, to let me conjure you to have ſome 
Conſideration of the ſmall Service I have done you, and 
to remember that>but for Perdiccas whom ſhe diſdains, the 
Widow of Alexander had not now been in the World. 
That Reproach incenſed the Queen yet more, and not 
being able utterly to diſſemble it, What, Perdiccas, (id 
ſhe) would you then have me think my ſelf highly ob!i- 
ged to you, for not having cut my Throat as you had 
promiſed Roxana: Had I any way offended you? Or had 
you any Right over me, that ſhould make me reccive my 
Life from you as a Favour ? Did you defend me agaiul! 
any other Enemies but your ſelf ? And is there any Man 
in the World that may not challenge the ſame Obligat!- 
on? Do you believe, that to have pulled the Widow of 


your King, from whom you never receiyed any Wt 
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but Favours, by Violence from amongſt her Servants, to 
have carried her by Force unto her Enemies, to have 
brought the Knife to her very Throat, and not to have 
made an end of her, are ſuch Services that you ſhould 
upbraid her with them, and demand Recompences for 
them ? Do you know any Body among all the moſt cruel 
Enemies of our Honſe, from whom I have not received 
at leaſt as good Offices as theſe ? If all Men (added 


Perdiccas) had been as deeply interefled in your Death, if 


they had hazarded what I have done in ſaving you, and 
if a good part of the World had been propoled to them 
for a Reward, perhaps few would have been found that 
would have preferr'd your Safety before all theſe Conſi- 
derations. Yet is it dearer to me than all the Empires of 
the Earth, and tis not to reproach you that I put you 
in mind of it, but to give you ſome Knowledge of the 
Advantage your Intereſts have in me above mine own, 
and to gain ſome Credit with you, for him who will nor 
be uſeleſs ro you in this Change of your Fortune. He 
would have ſaid much more to the Queen upon this Sub- 
jet, but ſhe commanded him to hold his Peace, and that 
with ſo Majeſtick a Look, that at that time he had not 
the Confidence to proſecute his Diſcourſe, but going from 
her with a low Oobeiſance, he returned the ſame day to 
Babylon. He was no ſooner gone, but the Queen ſent for 


the Princeſs her Siſter, and me, into her Chamber, and 


told us all theſe Paſſages, but with fo great Indignation, 
that in my Lite I never ſaw her ſo extreamly moved. We 
are Slaves (purſued ſhe) I ſee it plainly, and this number 
of Perſons here about us, is only to keep us faſt, and not 
to defend us; if I were free I would not ſtay a Minute 
in a place where this inſolent Fellow has any Power, and 


if he perſiſts to offend me thus, Iwill leap over theſe Walls 


rather than endure his Perſecutions. O Alexander (con- 
tinued ſhe, letting fall ſome Tears) ifafter the loſs of thee, 
I were capable of a ſecond Affection, thy Memory would 
be leſs injured, in having him thy Succeſſor in my heart, 
to whom I had given it before thee, than in ſeeing this 
place which was thine, unworthily poſſeſſed by this un- 
grateful Man. 


Vor. III. 8 The 
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The Princeſs at the Queen's Diſcourſe, only ſhrunk up 
ther Shoulders, and by that action made her comprehend, 
that ſhe thought her Fortune was very little different; 
The Queen who had begun to take notice of Alcetas's 
Carriage, guelled at her Siſter's Deſtiny, and entreating 
her 4 2 her know the Truth of it, ſhe at laſt confeſſed 
that that preſumptuous Man had entertained her with 
Diſcourſe almoſt like that of his Brother's, and that to 
authorize his Pretenſions, he often alledged that Hephe ſti- 
,on's Birth was not higher than his, nor his Perſon more 
conſiderable, and that the Queen and ſhe after their Lof. 
ſes, and the utter Ruin of their Houſe, could not find any 
ſurer Support than thoſe two Brothers, who had all the 
Macedonians, and the greateſt part of the Princes, at their 
command. : 

After this mutual Knowledge of their Diſpleaſures, 
theſe two great Princeſſes began to deplore their Miſery, 
and — a greater Senſe of this laſt Aſſault of Fortune, 
than they had done in their Apprehenſions of Death; then 
it was that they both together condemned their ſcrupu- 
lous Severity, and that they repented they had ſo obſti. 
nately concealed themſelves from you, and from Lyſima- 
cus ; They would willingly have repaired that Fault if 
it had been poſſible, but they were utterly deprived of 
Means ; I could not be permitted to come out of the Ca- 
| file, and for a Buſineſs of that Nature, there was no bo- 
dy elſe there whom they durſt truſt. They ſtudied in vain 
to find out ways, either to get at 8 to give you 
Notice of their Captivity, and in the end they ſaw them- 
ſdves reduced to the Neceſſity of hoping for no Aſſiſtance 
bit from Heaven, which till then ſeem'd to have forgot- 
tenthem; Alas, Sir, with what Diſcourſes did the Queen 
ches entertain me concerning you ! And with how many 
Tca's did ſhe deplore your Miſeries ! And how many 
Charges did ſhe lay upon me, to juſtify her r to 
you after her Death ! For ſhe was reſolved to ſuffer a 
thou nd Deaths, it poſſible, rather than abate the leaſt 
Titt! of what ſhe owed to Alexander, and to your ſelt, 
in fa our of Perdiccas. - If it pleaſe the Gods (faid ſhe to. 
ae) tzat you ever ſee him again, tell him, O Cleone, yg 
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of all the Women in the World I have been the leaſt 


ungrateful, and the leaſt inſenſible; that I loved him to 


my Grave, with the moſt pure, and moſt real Affection 


that ever was, and that I die his as much as I can poſſi- 
bly, after the Gift I have made unto my Husband: But. 


repreſent to him, that I could not carry my ſelf otherwiſe, 


without being unworthy of that perfect Affection which 


was all my Glory, and which after ſo many Misfortunes 


where with my Life has been croſſed, would make me die 
ſatisfied, if I believ'd I had deſerv'd it. Put him in 
mind of that Action, which againſt his own Intereſts he 
did from Vertue, and Generoſity, for the Safety of Alex 
ander, and make him comprehend (if thou canſt poſſibly}; 


that the ſame Reaſon ought to make me conquer my Incli- 
nations, that I might not do any thing unworthy of Ora 


ondates his Fidelity. This was her talk to me oftentimesy, 
and in the interim Perdiccas and his Brother not being 


_ repulſed with the firſt Anſwers they had received, conti- 


nued to perſecute them with great importunity ; but thep 


found ſo little Satisfaction by it, and ſo many Proofs. of: 
their Diſpleaſure, that they would no more have diſturbs. 


ed them with ſuch like Addreſſes, if they had preſerv'& 


any Reſpect at all to them. | 
One day Perdiccas having indiſereetly prefled the Queeng 


ſhe was ſo highly incens'd, that looking upon him with 


Eyes full of indignation, Perdiccas (ſaid ſhe) either ceaſe: 


to torment me, or put me again into Roxana's Hands ; 


that Condition will be much more tolerable than your 
Perſecutions, and I ſhall endure her Cruelties with morg 
Patience, than the Indignities to which you have deſtin'd 
me. As confident as Perdiccas was, he was ſtruck mute 
with that Reply ; and his Brother was not at all morg 
gently uſed by the Princeſs Pariſatis ; for he having once 
again repreſented to her the Advantages he pretended a- 
bove the deceaſed Hepbeſtion, that brave-ſpirited Princeſs, 
whoſe Aﬀe&ions , to her Husband had been exceeding 
ſtrong, ſeeing his Memory injured, had not power enoughy 
over her ſelf to forbear anſwering ſharply : Hepheſtion, 
(ſaid ſhe) was more conſiderable than you in all 


things ; beſides that his Birth was Nobler than yours, 
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he by his Virtue was worthy of his King's Favour, and 


of mine; but you will never deſerve either while you 
Jve. OM 
The two Brothers ſupported theſe Scorns with Patience 
enough; and the Queen having one Day demanded Li- 
berty of Perdiccas, that ſhe might retire to thoſe of her 


meareſt Kindred that were left, Perdiccas retuſed her open- 
Iy, and feigning to be officious, Madam, (ſaid he) 1 


Have more care of your Preſervation than you your ſelf, 
and 1 too well know the danger you would run, if I 
hould forfake you; I ought to give account of you to 
my Paſſion, and to the Memory of my King, and I con- 
Kder both too much to expoſe you to ſuch manifeſt Perils, 


The Queen knowing certainly by this Reply, that all 


Hope of Liberty was taken from her, had recourſe unto 
Her Conſtancy, and to her ordinary Reſignation, and with 
the Princeſs her Siſter, ſonght for Comfort in them alone : 
Befides the Intereſts I had in their Diſcontents, I was 
not quite exempt in what concern'd my ſelf ; and as un- 
handſom as I am, I was perſecuted by Nicanor, a near 
Kinſman to Perdiccas, and in whom of all his Friends he 
Sad the greateſt Confidence; this Man, whether it were 
that out of Complacency he would imitate Perdiccas, or 
chat he thought to oblige me, by ſhewing an eſteem of 
me, or that he found ſomething in me which he out of a 
Blindneſs thought Lovely, expreſſed a very particular At- 


fection to me; but it was with much Reſpect and Diſcre- 


410n. 

We lived on this manner till that very Day, when, 
according to what I have heard from Araxes, you fought 
the Combat in which you got thoſe Wounds which keep 
you now in Bed. That ſame Day the Queen being in 


Her Chamber, accompanied only by the Princeſs her Siſ- 


Ter and me, Perdiccas came in compleatly armed except 
his Head- piece, and after having ſaluted them with a 
Countenance more troubled than ordinary, Madam, (ſaid 
he to the Queen) you have hitherto ſhewed ſo much A- 
ve rfion to this Place, and ſo much Deſire of a more per- 
Fe& Liberty, that I no longer can reſiſt your Will, and if 
vou be yet of the ſame Mind, I will deliver you from 
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this place you hate ſo much, and will carry you where 
ou have been Sovereign, and where you ſhall be freed 


| from my. Importunities. The Queen, who whitherſoever 
they carried her, could not believe her Condition worſe: 


than it was, received that Propoſal joyfully, and looking 


upon him with more Chearfulneſs than uſually, Yes _ 
diccas (ſaid ſhe) you will do us an extream good Office 


if you take us from hence; and if you ſet us at Liberty, 


we will ceaſe to complain of a Captivity inſupportable 


to all free Perſons. 
As ſoon as ever you are ready (added Perdiccas) you 


ſhall be permitted to depart, and we will only convoy 


you to the places where you may be in Safety, and where 


ou will have no more need of us. The Queen was in- 


ſtantly ready, and inſtantly reſolv'd upon that Depar- 


ture; and going out of the Chamber with Perdiccas,. 
while the Princeſs and I did the ſame with Alcetas. and 
Nicanor, ſhe went down Stairs, and fo out of that dete&- 
ed Houſe, At the Door we found a Chariot with good 
Horſes, and a Dozen or Fifteen Horſemen well arm'd. to 
convoy it. Perdiccas having deſired the Queen to get up 
into the Chariot, ſhe placed her ſelf in the hinder end, 
and was no ſooner ſet, but Perdiccas ſtepping in aſter her, 
the Boot was preſently put up, and the Charioteer, who 
had Order what he ſhould do, laſh'd on his Horſes, and 
drove away full ſpeed. Alcetas, Nicanor, and all the reſt 
remained with us, except only one Servant mounted up- 


on a gallant Horſe of Perdiccas's,, who carrying his Cask. 


gallop'd after the Chariot. 
Lam not able to tell you how great our-Aſtoniſhment 


was at ſo unexpected an Adventure; we turn'd our Eyes, 


and ſtretch'd forth our Arms toward the Chariot, whence 
we ſtill heard the Queen's Cries, and ſaw her thruſt her 
ſelf out at the fides, ſtriving all ſhe could to caſt her 
ſelf down head-long ; but Perdiccas was ſtrong enough. 
to hold her with eaſe, and the Horſes ran fo faſt, that 
within a ſhort time we loſt fight of the Chariot. The 
afflicted Pariſatis. ſeeing her ſelf kept back by Alcetas, 
who would not ſuffer her to follow the Chariot on Foot, 


turned couragiouſly toward him, and looking upon him 
with Eyes ſparkling with Anger, Traitor (aid ſhe) is. 
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this then the Liberty thou giveſt us? And does thy Bro- 
ther (more baſe and diſloyal than thy ſelt ) uſe the Wife 
of Alexander, and the Daughters of Darius, thus? Mon- 
ſer ! if thy Rage and his be not glutted, proſecute thy 
Crime to the utmoſt, and with that Sword which thou 
weareſt unworthily by thy ſide, pierce this Heart, which 
ſhall never be capable of any thing for thee but Hatred 
and Deteſtation. 

The _—_— Princeſs would fain have ſaid more, but 
the impetuouſneſs of her Anger, which was not to be re- 
ſtrained, hindred her from expreſling her ſelf diftin&ly ; 
and Weakneſs ſucceeding that firſt Vehemence, her 
Strength torſook her, and ſhe ſunk down upon the Graſs, 
where I would have held her in my Arms, but my Grief 
and Amazement being no leſs than hers, I was not able 
to do her that Service, and ſhe was fain to receive it from 
Alcetas, whether ſhe would or no. Her Griet at the 
Queen's being carried away, and her Apprehenſion to ſee 
her ſelf at the Mercy of thoſe whom ſhe held for her moſt 
cruel Enemies, made her fall into a Swoon, in which ſhe 
lay half an Hour before ſhe came to her ſelf a- 
gain, I then uſed force upon my own Affliction, to give 
her Aſſiſtance, and with often throwing Water in her 
Face, we made her Spirits return at laſt. As ſoon as ſhe 
opened her Eyes, and ſaw her ſelf encompaſſed by Alcetas, 
and all thoſe armed Men, ſhe fell into her former An- 
ger ; and the Violence of her Sorrow tranſporting her 
- beyond the Limits of her ordinary Moderation, ſhe pour- 
ed forth a thouſand Imprecations againſt them. Wicked 
Fellow (ſaid ſhe to Alcetas) never hope that either the 
Gods or Men will leave thy Villany unpuniſhed ; we are 
not ſo utterly abandoned by them, but that the Thunders 
- of the Gods, and the Arms of Men, may do ſomething in 
fivour of us; thou ſhalt know that neither all the Race 
of Darius, nor all the Memory of Alexander, is quite ex- 

tinct among the Perſians, nor amongſt the Macedonians, 
and that we are not ſo abſolutely forſaken, but that we 
. uy yet arm both for the Ruin of thee, and thine, She 
ſaid many other Things, to which Alcetas made no Re- 
ply, and when he had let her vent part of her Fire, he 
drew near to her, and ftriving to put a Gentleneſs in his 


Coun- 
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Countenance, and to feign Compaſſion of her Afflictions, 
Madam, (ſaid he) be not afraid for the Queen, nor for 
our ſelf, ſne is with him who of all Men living has 
the greateſt Paſſion to ſerve her; and you have them with 
ou who of all Men in the World, have the moſt Zeal 
and Reſpect for the Princeſs Pariſatis; tis the Indiſeret ion 
of the Charioteer, or the Madneſs of the Horſes which 
ran away with him whether he would or no, that de- 
prives you of the Queen's Company for a few Moments ; 
bk [ proteſt to you by all the Gods, and by whatſo- 
ever J acknowledge to be moſt ſacred, that within a ve- 
ry little time you thall be with her again, and I only ſtay 
for a Chariot to carry you thither preſently; this Delay 
fhall not be above half an hour, and I wiſh that all 
thoſe Thunders wherewirh you threaten me, may fall upon 
my Head, if I do not punctually execute what I promiſe 
ou. * 
Tho? by this Adventure the Princeſs had loſt all the 
Confidence ſhe might have had in thoſe Perſons, and by 
Perdiccas's Deceit had all manner of Occaſion to miſtruſt 
his Brother, yet did ſhe ſeem to clear up a little at that 
Promiſe of Alcetas, and ſhe ſuffered me to endeavour as 
much as poſſibly I could to give her fome Confolation, 
We had not been thus employed longer than the time Alcetas 
had demanded for the Arrival of a Chariot, when we 
faw one appear indecd ; the Princeſs's Mind getting a 
little Aſſurance at that Sight, and at the Proteſtations 
full of Oaths which Alcetas made to pacify her, ſhe roſe 
up from the place where ſhe was fitting, and at our So- 
licitation went to the Chariot; but for fear of being de- 
ceived like the Qucen, ſne would needs have me get in 
firſt, and as ſoon as ſhe had taken her place, only Alcetas 
and Nicanor came up to us, and the reſt followed the 
Chariot, which Alcetas cauſed to drive after the other, 
and about an hundred Paces wide of the great Road to 
Babylon. We waited trembling for our Deſtiny, and A/ 
cetas and Nicanor endeavoured to reaſſure us with the 
mildeſt Words their Paſſion (whether true or feigned) 
could ſuggeſt ; but our Affliction was ſo heavy, that we 
gave little Attention to their Diſcourſe. We had tra- 
velled about an Hour at a good Rate, when we ſaw co- 
3 " "WAI ming 


Dare . 
ming the way we went, a Man on Horſeback compleatl7ß 
arm'd, who carried a Woman behind him; we did not 
much conſider the Faſhion of his Arms, but when he was 
near enough to be diſcerned, we knew the Woman to be 
the Queen ; we were yet in doubr of the Truth of it, 
when we were confirm'd by a Cry ſhe ſent forth at the 
Sight of us. Ah ! See yonders my Siſter, cried ſhe to 
him that rode before her. This Encounter troubled 4}. 
cetas, and be was ready to have leapt out of the Chariot, 
but he was afraid to loſe the Princeſs, whom he had much 
' ado to hold; wherefore he contented himſelf with cry- 
ing out to his People to ſtop that Horſeman. Thoſe 
Words affrighted not the Stranger, who getting the Queen 
to alight, inſtantly drew his Sword, and flew upon our 
Guard with a fury which made them quickly find that 
Number was not able to territy him. Nicanor ſecing the 
beginning of that Fight, leapt out of the Chariot; and] 
who had already ſeen the Queen my Miſtreſs alight, ha- 
ving no longer any body that held me, threw my ſelf 
preſently after him, and ran to the Queen, who being 
Kept a little aſide, beheld that unequal Combat with 
mortal Apprehenſions. Alcetas who ſaw her in that Con- 
dition, and was loth to let go his hold of the Princeſs, 
or to fail in Perdiccas's Deſign, cried out to two of his 
Horſemen to tike the Queen and to bring her into the 
Chariot ; they obey him inſtantly, and ſeizing upon her, 
while her valiant Champion was buſied againſt their 
Companions, in ſpight of all the Reſiſtance ſne could make, 
put her into the Chariot. Alcetas commanded them to 
come in with her, and the Chariotcer preſently after drove 
away ſo ſwiftly, that he was gone in a Moment. Ah! 
Sir, how unſpeakable was my Grief, when I ſaw my 
dear Miſtreſs carried away, and that I could not poſſibly 
wait upon her. I never ſtaid to ſee the iſſue of the 
Fight, the beginning whereof was very Glorious for the 
Stranger; but running after the Chariot like one in de- 
| ſpair, I quickly was gotten a good way from the place; 
but my Purſuit was as vain as my Cries, and I grew ſo 
tired with running, and tormenting my ſelf, Mat after 
having loſt fight of the Chariot, I fell down quite out 
of Breath, and fo extreamly weak, that J was not able 
. oO 
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| tall Combat, and the ſtate 0 


to get up again. It would be to no purpoſe, Sir, to re- 
peat the Lamentations I made after ſuch a Loſs ; my Sor- 
row was ſo great that it would be very hard for me to 
expreſs it; but I continued there rather dead than alive, 
till the Sun was almoſt ready to ſet, before I ſo much as- 
thought of riſing from the place where I lay; and I know 
not what would have become of me, if a good honeſt. 
Country-man and his Wife, who paſſed by that way, and 


ſaw me in that Condition, had not taken me up, after. 


they had wiped away my Tears, and endeavoured to give: 
me ſome Comfort ; they prayed me to go with them 

to their Houſe for that Night : My fear of being left 
without help in the dark, which came on apace, made 
me accept their Offer; but I was ſo weary and ſo weak 
that without their Aſſiſtance it was impoſſible for me 
to go. 

Their little Houſe. was not far from thence ; and as 
ſoon as we were come thither, IT entreated them to put 
me to Bed, which they did with a great deal of Charity; 
but the Labour, Heat and Sorrow I had endured, caſt me. 
into a Fever, and I was ſo ill all Night, that without 
the help of thoſe good People, I verily believe I ſhould. 
have died. All the Day following, which was Veſter- 

day, I continued in the ſame ſtate ; and tho' J remembre&- 
you, and would have ſtriven to come and bring you this 
— News, I found my ſelf. not able to leave. my 
Bed. 1 | | : 

The next Night my Fever abated, and this Morning 
finding it was almoſt quite gone, and that my Strength 
was a little recovered, I aroſe ; and having acquainted 
the good Woman with my Intention to go to Polemon's.. 
Houſe, ſhe told me it was not above twenty or thirty 


Furlongs from hers, and that ſhe and her Husband would 


guide me thither as ſoon as he returned from the Town,.. 
whither he was gone to get ſome Proviſions, I ſtaid for 
his caming back, and preſently after, his Wife making 
my deſire known to him, he offered himſelf with her to 


accompany me; ſo by their Aſſiſtance I came hither, 


where I preſently met Araxes, who was not a little ſur- 
prized at that Encounter, and from whom I learned your-- 
f your Health, Bchold (eon- 
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t inued Cleone) the Life the Queen hath led ſince your Se- 
paration; and the ſtate I left her in ! I have made you 
he true Recital of it, upon your Complaints againſt her; 
nd tho*. indeed by your Misfortune and hers, you have 
x ot received the Recompence which was due unto your 
Services, yet do I not believe ſhe is ſo faulty toward you, 
as that you ſhould fly to Reproaches, which have ſome- 
thing of Cruelty in them; and I am moſt aſſured that 
ycu have too much Generoſity, to refuſe her your Aſſiſt- 
: nce, in the Diſaſters ſhe is fallen into, and perhaps part- 
ly through her Love to you. | 


Ne End of the Firſt Book, 


The Third Part of 
CASSANDRA. 
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K N Leone ended her Relation on this 
manner; and the Prince who had- 
dg hearkned to her with great Attenti- 

on, finding the Concluſion of it leſs 
conformable to his Belief than to his 
Deſire, could not forbear ſhaking his 

| Head to ſhew how little Credit he 

gave to part of her Diſcourſe ; and having looked a while 

upon her without ſpeaking, Cleone (ſaid he) you do ill 

to Patter my Misfortunes, or to deceive me cunningly 

ycur ſelf ; I believe you have told me the Truth in your 

Miſtreſs's Diſaſters, but in mine you have totally N 


— 
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ed it from me; in this, Cleone, you are to blame, and if 
you know me as well, as perhaps you may, you cannot 
doubt but that I will ſerve the Queen, as inconſtant as 
ſhe is, unto the laſt Minute of my Life ; but O Cleone, 
you know I am a thouſand times more unfortunate than 
you have expreſſed in your Diſcourſe, and if I had no o- 
ther Cauſes of complaint than thoſe you have mention d, 
I ſhould have no new Oeccaſion at all. I had already gi. 
ven over Murmuring at the Advantages Alexander had a- 

bove me; but thoſe of a Stranger, thoſe of a new Com- 
mer are inſupportable ; you have not ſpoken fo much as a 
Word of that in your Recital, though you avowed it to 
me ſufficiently in your firſt Converſation ; and that's the 
thing, Cleone, whercin I accuſe you of a little Free- 
dom, and of holding a blameable Intelligence with that 
faithlefs Princeſs, - which hath ſo unworthily forſaken 
me. 

Cleone was extreamly ſurprized at this Diſcourſe, and 
after ſhe had continued a while without Replying, Sir, 
(ſaid ſhe, lifting up her Eyes to Heaven) if I know any 
thing more of the Queen's Fortune, and yours, than what 
Ihave told you, I beſcech the Gods to add all ſorts of 

Mliſeries to thoſe I already ſuffer. Ah Cleone, (replied the 
Prince, with an Action which teſtified his incredulity) 
it is not poſſible you ſhould be ignorant of the Queen's 
Loves, and of that new Champion who freed her out of 

\ Perdiccas's Hands; never ſeem aſtoniſhed at this Diſ- 

courſe, I was ſo as much as you feign to be, at that 
cruel Proof I received of it; and I ſhould have accu- 
ſed my own Eyes of Falſhood, which ſaw her in his 

Arms, giving him Kiſles, and ſhewing him Kindneſſes 

unworthy of her Quality, and former Vertue, if that 

Truth had not been confirm'd to me by the Mouth of Per- 


diccas. | | 
With that he ſuccinRly related the Encounters he had 
had with the Cavalier who carried the Queen behind him, 
and which Perdiccas wounded, who with the News of his 
Princeſs's being alive, gave him alſo the News of her 
Diſtoyalty ; and ſeeing that Cleone continued falent at the 
hearing of them, and only called the Heavens to witneſs 
kes Innocence, proteſting ſhe was ignorant of all he _ 
er, 
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her, and that ſhe had avowed all thoſe” Things which had 
confirmed his Suſpicions, out of a Belief that his Com- 
plaints were only againſt Alexander, No, no, Cleone, 
(continu'd he) it 1s not poſſible that ſo ſtrong an Affecti- 
on, and which by the Proofs I have received of it, goes 
far beyond that which ſhe formerly bore to me, ſhould 
have eſcaped your Knowledge. The Birth and Progreſs 
of it hath not been ſo ſudden ; and but for it, the Queen 
would not ſo cruelly have baniſhed me at Szſa, and ſince - 
the Death of her Husband, ſhe would not have conceal- 
ed her ſelf from me, as ſhe did, upon vain weak Conſi- 
derat ions; you have alledged oe Torre can juſtify her 
for it, and if ſhe had not been prepoſſeſſed with that new 
Paſſion, ſhe would not have avoided my fight in a Con- 
dition to which my Love to her had reduced me, and at 
a time when ſhe ſtood in need of the Aſſiſtance of all her 
Friends. No, no, Clecne, her Falſhood is but too much 
confirmed by all manner of Circumſtances, and unleſs I 
would flatter my ſelf, againſt all kind of Reaſon, and a- 
gainſt common Senſe, I can no — doubt of it. But 
dis no matter, Cleone, this Knowledge ſhall not diſarm 
my Hand againſt the Queen's Enemies; I for her Service 
will give even the laſt drop of this Blood, which I ne- 
ver was thrifty of for her, nor hers; and if when it is 
no longer neceſſary to her, there be any yet remaining 
in my Veins, I will finiſh the ſhedding of it with mine 
own Hand before her; and if my Rival be livingy I by 
my. Death will facilitate his poſſeſſion of a Happi- 
nels whereof he can be bur little affured while I am 
allve. | | 
The Prince fpoke thefe Words with ſo much Vehe- 
mence, that Cleone and Araxes feꝛre with reaſon thoſe 
impetuous Motions would impair his Health; and he 
was ready to go on, when they came to tell him that 
Prince Lyſimachas with fome others were newly alighted 
in the Court, and coming up the Stairs; this News cau- 
ſed a Joy in the Prince which diſſipated part of the Boil- - 
ings of his Choler, and brought back ſome Calmneſs and 
Serenity into his Mind and Countenance.” Hſimachus en- 
tered into the Chamber, and with him Piolomeus and 


Eumenes, two Great Men, whom the Reputation of Oroon- 
i dates 


was little different from that of Liſimachus, and for grace. 
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dates had made Lovers, or rather Idolizers of his Ver. 
tue, and who came with Lyſimachus to ſee him, to min- 

le their Intereſts with his, and to offer him their new 
Eſtates, their Friends, and their very Lives. Their Age 


ful Mein, and Greatneſs of Courage, they yielded little 
to him, or any other Perſon in the World. Ptolomeyg 
was ſomething brown, but his Features were exceeding 
good, his Eyes ſparkling, and his Stature marvellouſſy 
exact, and in all his Actions, he ſhewed Marks of an 
extraordinary Greatneſs, and ſuch as were worthy of that 
Renown he acquired afterwards, by many gallant Victo- 
ries, of one of the moſt valiant Princes that ever liv'd, 
Eumenes was of a fairer Complexion, and had more ſweet. 
neſs in his Eyes ; but one might obſerve a Vivacity in 
them, which teſtified that of his Mind; and to fay Truth, 

he was eſteemed above all Alexander's Sücceſſors, for the 
Prudence wherewith his Valour was accompauied ; and 
"Twas with a great deal of Juſtice, that he had the Repu- 
tation amongſt them, of one of the beſt Commanders in 
the World. Croondates ſeeing Lyfrachus come in, ſtretch'd 
out his Arms to him, and Lyſ;zachirs receiving his Wel- 
comes with much Affection, and with a Reſpe& which 
he had never had to any body but Alexander. Sir, (ſaid 
he) ſhall I never ſee you but full of Wounds ? And have 
the Gods given me the Honour of your Acquaintance, on- 
ly to overwhelm me with new . Sorrows for your ſake ? 
This Goodneſs of yours towards me, (replied Oroondates, 
{till embracing kim) makes mine more ſenſible to me, by 
your participating in them; but 'tts with ſome kind of 
Juſtice, fince your Fortune ſhall ever make the beſt part 
of mine. After theſe firſt Endearments, Lyſimachus pre- 
ſented his two Friends to him; and he had no ſooner 
named them, but Oroondates having thoſe famous Names 
in Veneration, and remembring ſome good Offices he had 
received from them, would have raiſed himſelf upon his 
Bed to receive them, but they oppoſed a Formality that 
might be hurtful to him ; and looking upon him with an. 
Admiration, accompanied already with a great deal of 
Love, they in the moſt obliging Terms they could make 


we of, declared the Intention which had brought them 
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thither, and beſeeched bim to accept the Paſſion they had 
to ſerve him, and to give them ſome part in his Friend- 
ſhip after that of Lyſimachus. yo 

Oroondates highly obliged by tLis Civility, being one 
who in that had never yiel led o any body, bowed him- 


ſelf very low, and receiving their Offers with great Sub- 


miſſion and Acknowledgment, he made his to them ſo 
gracefully, that by that Action alone, he perfectly gain'd 
them, and confirm'd the Opinion Lyſimachus had already 
given them of him. The Paſſion I had for Prince Eyſ ma- 
chus (ſaid he with an Air full of Swee: eſs and Majeſty) 
could not be augmented but by a Favour of this Nature, 
and I ſhould be much leſs oblig'd to him for the Gift 
of ſia, than for two ſo conſiderable Friends. Your 
Vertue (teplied Piolomens) will gain you through all the 
World as many Friends and Admirers, at there are vertu- 
ous Perſons ; but if ſuch as we are, be for their own 
Perſons inconſiderable to the greateſt, and moſt generous 


of all Men, yet perhaps they may not be ſo, for the 


Zeal full of Reſpect and Eſteem which they will bear e- 


4 ternally to you. I ſhould be much to blame (anſwered 


the Prince) if henceforth I ſhould eſteem my ſelf miſera- 


ble, fince Fortune repairs the Harms ſhe does me by ſo 
great and important a Happineſs ; but as I have little 
deſerv'd it, ſo will I likewiſe acknowledge it as a mere 
Z Favour which I hold from your Goodaels 


, and whereof. 
I will endeavour to make my ſelf worthy by the Defire 


l have to be inviolably yours. Theſe Compliments laſted: 
yet awhile, and thoſe two gallant Men beholding Oroon- 
duateswith a marvellous Attention, remembred the great 
Things they had ſeen him do at the Battels of IM and 
Arbela, his admirable Interview with Alexander, and ma- 


ny other Paſlages of his Life, which they had heard re- 


lated as Prodigies ; and Oroondates at the ſame time cal- 
7 led to mind the Obligations he had to them, and particu- 


larly to Eumenes, who at the laſt Battel had cauſed him 
to be taken from mg the dead Bodies to be carried to 


3 Arbela with a great deal of Care, and given ſo good Or- 


der for his Cure, that he owed his Safety only to his 


' Aſſiſtance. The Memory of that good Office in a mind 
Uke that of Orvondates, wrought a moſt powerful Effect, 


and 


MT— —— — ——v— "an — 


— —— 


2 - "T3 bl * * 


* ä [> * — — 
« 00 nn — ("Os kw w— 2 » "+87: Sq" N — 
. = 1 — _- - — — Bo. 1 — > — — —-— — . — — 
: wt a. — — N 8 2 
N * — * "A 5 
| d TL 


— cs a 
3 - -——_— 2 1 


= 


\ 


68 | CASSANDRA part III. 


and that grateful Prince having made a Reflection upon 
it, turned toward Eumenes with an humble Countenance, 
full of that Sweetneſs which was natural to him, ang 
putting forth his Hand to him, after he had kiffed it, you 
could do no leſs (ſaid he) generous Eumenes, than viſ 
one of your Creatures, and take ſome care of a Life 
which you have acquired to your ſelf, ever ſince the time 
that you preſerved it. Eumenes received this Compliment 
with great Modeſty, and __ his Hand with much 
Reſpect ; that ſmall Service (replied he) was not wor. 
thy of your Remembrance, but ſuch as it was, I am 
prouder to have it done you, than if I had conquered the 
beſt part of Aſia. | 

Oroondates having again returned Eumenes his Civility, 
and given thoſe two new Friends new Occaſion to ad- 
mire him, turned towards Lyſmachus, and with a Look 
more chearful than ordinary; Which way (faid he) O 
my dear Companion, ſhall I be able to acquit my ſelf of 
this laſt Obligation ? Certainly the Gods have taken care 


of it, and in making me receive this laſt Favour, they. 


have furniſh'd me with the only Means to requite it; tis 
with one Word alone I pretend to pay you, and with- 
out taking any thing from the value of the Engagement 
u have laid upon me, I believe I may give a full Satis- 
faction, by telling you, if yeu have not heard it already, 
that Pari/atis is alive. The Efte& of this News appear- 
ed inſtantly in Lyſimachus's Countenance, and he had no 
ſooner heard thoſe Words, but ſuffering himſelf to be 
tranſported with the firſt Motions of his Joy, he was like 
to have loſt his Senſes, and his Underſtanding ; but with- 
in a while after, reflecting upon the Impoſſibility of it, 
he fell back into his former Condition, and ereſſing his 
Arms upon his Breaſt, with a ſorrowful Geſture, Ah! 
Sir, (faid he to the Prince) what Contentment can you 
find in abuſing my Grief on this manner? It is the ſame 
with your own, and I do not think you are ſo fortunate. 
our ſelf as to make ſport with thoſe that are miſerable. 
I knew (replied Oroondates) that the Happineſs I bring 
you was too great to be believed, but if I am not worthy 


of Faith, learn more certain News of it from Cleone.. 


| | wie Theſe 
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Belief made his Jealouſy ſupportable, and permitted his 
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Theſe Words made Lyſimachus and his Friends turn their 


N Eyes upon Cleone, whom they had not yet taken notice of; 


and Lyſimachus no ſooner knew her, but he was half per- 
ſuaded of his good Fortune; he ran to her with open 
Arms, and conjuring her preſently to tell him true if his 
Princeſs was alive, he received a Confirmation from her, 
which was like inſtantly to overcome his Spirits; and to 
ſay Truth, he ſtood in need of al! his Powers to reſiſt 
that pleaſing Surprize, and he remained above half an 
Hour ſo aſtoniſh'd, that he was neither capable of Rea- 
ſoning, nor of hearkening to the Diſcourſes of his Friends; 
when he was a little ſettled, his Joy broke forth into Ac- 
tions, which nothing but his Youth and Paſſion could 


excuſe. Ptolomeus and Eumenes were fo concerned in it, 


that their Expreſſions came not far ſhort of his; and run- 


ning to Cleone, they begg'd of her all together, to make 


them the Relation of that admirable Adventure, and to 
let them know by what prodigious Aſſiſtance of the 
Heavens, the Princeſſes who had been ſtabb'd, and caſt 
into two Wells, could poſſibly avoid Death, and deceive 


: the Pelief of ſo many Perſons, who had been ſenſibly in- 


tereſſed in their loſs. Cleore who was willing to oblige 


them all, and engage them ſurther in the Party of the Prin- 


ceſſes, began the Recital again, which ſhe-had made to 
Orcondates, and while he was at dinner, ſhe told him all 
ſhe had before recounted : It is true that her Narration 
was much ſhorter than the former, becauſe ſhe cut off all 
the Diſcourſe of the Loves of the Queen and Orcondates, 
which made the beſt part of it; and contented her felt 
with relating thoſe Adventures that were common to both 
the Princeſſes, without particularizing their moſt ſecret 


Thoughts. Tyſimachus's Joy was a little abated, when 


by the end of that Story he knew his Princeſs was ſtill 


1 in the Power of her Enemies, and that ſne had not abſo- 
lutely eſcaped a Death which they yet might give her; 


but he drew Matter of Conſolation from that which 
would have cauſed Diſcontent in many others, and he 
hoped with Probability, that the Love of the two Bro- 
thers would ſecure the Lives of the two Princeſſes; that 


Joy 
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© Revenge, ſhall now be employed tor their deliverance, 


S © rereſts, that you will not diſdain our Party.“ It cannot 


ter into a Party (purſue 


dhe ſame Confidence as they have heretofore march'd ur. 


to render them with it, what all Men render them with 
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Joy to diſſipate part of thoſe Sorrows which had cauſed ; 

great Alteration in his Countenance. | 
© Brave Prince of Scythia, (cried he) let us revive our 

© Hopes, fince it ſo pleaſes the Gods; our Princeiles are 

© Priſoners, but yet at leaſt they are alive, and we are 

© potent enough to pull them out of the Hands of our E- 

© nemies, and make them periſh in fo juſt a Quarrel; 

© thoſe Arms 'we meant to turn againſt them for their 


© and you ſhall ſee ſo many gallant Men embrace our In- 


chuſe but be moſt powerful (replied Oroondates) being 
com poſed of ſuch Perſons as you and your Friends; and 
if you have the Goodneis to receive me into it, I hope! 
ſhall become valiant by your Examples, and by the Re. 
membrance of the Juſtice of your Quarrel. In the care 
you have taken to conceal your ſelf from Men (added 
Ftolomeus) your Vertue has deceived you, and if you de. 
fired your Valour ſhould be unknown to them, you ought 
to have forborn thoſe Proofs you have given of it, which 
have acquired ſuch a Fame through the whole Earth, that 
no body can be longer ignorant of it. You muſt not es- 

| : Eumenes) whereof you ought to 
be the Head, Il our Companions will voluntarily ſubmit 
themſelves to you, as to him that is moſt concerned, and 
moſt worthy to command them; I know TY will make 
good what I ſay, and that they will march under you with 


— ee . ac os. A. 


der Alexander. ' Oroondates was almoſt confounded at 6 
obliging a Diſcourſe, and ſeeing ſo many great Princes 
and at the ſame time ſo many great and potent Kings, yield 
an Honour voluntarily to him, which without diſpute Bt 
they might have carricd from all the other Monarchs of BY 
the Earth, he ſeem'd in a manner ſtrucken at ſo extraor- 
dinary a Civility ; but deſiring to ſhew them he was not 
of a Humour to abuſe their Gers, nor to be puffed uw BR. 
with them; I know too well (ſaid he) what the whok . 
World owes to its Conquerors, and to its Maſters, not I b. 


Juſtice ; and the condition of a poor Prince without Fa. 
co Fa. 
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da ces, without ſupport, and without Means to ſerve in 
| your Party otherwiſe than in his own Perſon, cannot be 
aa more Advantageous than to follow the braveſt and the 
We moſt valiant Princes upon Earth. He added many other 
ac Words, to which the Princes replied with the ſame Hu- 
＋ mility ; and after an enterview full of moſt obliging Pro- 
el; teſtat ions, Lyſimachus deſired to hear the Circumſtances of 
* Groondates's laft Adventures, whereof he had heard no- 
 Þ ching but a little confuſedly ; and the Prince, to ſatisfy 
In- him, related his Encounter with Perdiccas, that of the 
nt Princeſs his Siſter, and his Combats againſt Arſacomes, and 
us againſt the Stranger who had put him into that Conditi- 
m on. The three Princes having hearkned to that Recital 
x1 i with Admiration, Lyſimachus told him how he had learn'd 
Re. the ſtate of his Health, and ſomething of his Combats, 
r dy one of his Servants who came to him to the Camp; 
= and how Ptolomeus and Eumenes, ſeeing him ready to go 
be. to viſit him, would needs bear him company, to offer him 
dit cheir Services, and to fatisfy the Deſire they had to know 
ich WW a Man of fo infinite Merit. After this Converſation they 
mm fell upon the diſcourſe of their Aﬀairs, and Lyſima-bus 
14 giving Oroondates an Account of what he had done ſince 
OW his Departure from him, acquainted him that Ptolomews, 
n Eumenes, and he, had ſent to make Levies in the Terri- 
nl © tories that were fallen to their Shares; that they had ad- 
ute vertiſed all their Friends who were gone away, to retire 
Vil BE to theirs ; chat at the firſt ſending they all had volunta- 
"* Þ5 rily joined themſelves with them in a League offenſive and 
A © defenſive, and that within a Fortnight- all their Forces 
© Þ 7 were to meet at a little Town but half a Day's Journey 
let from Babylon; that Perdiccas and Roxana made no leſs Pre- 
Pur BY parations on their ſide ; that all their Allies met daily at 
? x Babylon, and that the Body of their Army was formed on 
dae other fide of the Euphrates, whereof they had the Paſ- 
edge free, by a great many Bridges there were within the 
1 City. Orcor dates trembled with a generous Impatlency 
ho gat this Diſcourſe, and expreſſed to Lyſimachus his Fear of 
. being kept by his Wounds from making one on the firſt 
hy Occaſion, to which he wiſh'd for ſome Delay, leaſt there 
px ſhould be any thing done without him. But Lyſimachrs 


t fur'd him, that before his Recovery all the Forces could 
I | nat 
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B 
not be come up, and in a Condition to attempt any thing; tf 
and that on the other ſide, Perdiccas's Wounds were a great br 
Obſtacle to their Enemies Deſigns, and that if they dd M 
not ruin their Affairs, they would at leaſt retard them : 
and give a great deal of facility and furtherance to their, Þ * 
They would have converſed longer, if Amintas had na 1 © 
put his Maſter in mind, that Oroondates had diſordered . 

himſelf very much that day (for a Man fo wounded as he 3 
was,) and that ſo long talking was very prejudicial to his | 
Health. Lyſimachus cing in fear for a Priend of thx I K 
Importance, carried the reſt out of his Chamber, tho! 0. - 
roondates did his Endeavour to retain them ; and going q 
down into the Garden, they began to walk there with r 


an intention not to ſee Orcondates again till the nen T 
Day. AL a 

In the mean time the impatient Thaleſtris, who guidel 
by Hippolita was gone in queſt of Berenzcy, had vainly 
employed part of the Day in ſeeking her 3 ſhe over. fan 
all the Plain near to Babylon, and there way not a place 
either upon the Bank of the River, or in tHe neighbour. 
ing Woods, whither her Affection had not made her died 
her Steps ; ſhe met no body of whom ſhe did not ende f 
vour to inform her ſelf, and ſhe had been at the very Þ 
Gates of Babylon to enquire for her, but ſeeing her ſearch tt 
was unprofitable on that fide, ſhe had turned back the g. 
ſame way towards Pole mon's Houſe, and leaving it upon 
the Left-hand, ſhe kept ſtill along by the River ſide. The 
Separation from ſuch a Friend was ſo ſenſible to her, that 
ſhe could find no Conſolation. O Gods! (faid ſhe) dil 
you give the Acquaintance of ſo lovely a Princeſs, to 
take her from me ſo ſuddenly ? And muſt you needs de 
prive me of a Happineſs, which ſweetned part of my Soi 
rows, and which I had hardly begun to taſte £ Were yo 
not ſatisfied with the Pains I have taken in proſecutionat 
my faithleſs Orontes, without expoſing my Body to new 
Toils, and my Mind to new Diſcontents? In uttering 
theſe, and ſuch like Words, ſhe came into the Walk 
which beginning at the Temple of Apollv, reached unt 
the River {ide ; and turning her Head upon the Left-hand, 
ſhe ſaw the Gate of the Temple at the end of the Alley; 


She had often heard fpeak of thoſe Oracles, and lately — 
N that 
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that which Lyſimachus had received there ; that Remem- 
brance gave her a deſire to conſult the God, as well con- 
cerning the preſent Deſign which had brought her abroad, 


as the Succeſs of her own Fortune; and ſhe believed ſhe 


ought not to neglect that Occaſion, ſince it was not with- 


| our ſome Care of her Intereſts, that contrary to her In- 


tent ion the Gods had guided her Steps unto that place. In 


this Thought ſhe turned her, and went to alight at the 


Cate of the Temple: As it was not any Curioſity that 
led her thither, ſne ſpent no time in viewing the Beau- 


ties of it; but making her Prayer unto the God, both for 


the Recovery of Berenice, and for her own Intereſts, 


| ſhe expected his Anſwer a while, which at laſt was 
delivered to her by the Mouth of the Prieſt, in theſe 


Terms: 


Heaven to thy Reſt no more averſe will be; 

To it refer thy Siſter's Deſtiny, YR 
Since thine, back to thy Brother ſummons thee, 
Where thou thy Heart, and Fortune chang d ſbalt ſee. 


This Anſwer pleaſingly ſurprized the fair Amazon, and 


finding 1n 1t more Cauſe of Conſolation than ſhe had look- 


ed for, ſhe humbly return'd her Thanks unto the God for 


| the Hopes he gave her; and riſing from the place where 
| ſhe had proſtrated her ſelf, ſhe went out of the Temple 


much more fatisfied than ſhe was before. Hippolita obſer- 


ved ſome Alteration in her Face, and having asked her the 


Cauſe of it, the Queen repeated the Words of the Oracle 
to her, and getting on Horſeback took her way towards 
pPolemon's Houſe. She by the Command of the God faw 
her Search at an end; and ſince Heaven reſerved the care 


of Berenice expreſly to it ſelf, ſhe could not without in- 


cenſing it, perſevere in her intended Purſuit; wherefore 
| in obedience to it, ſhe gave over that Thought, and was 
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confirmed in the Delign of her returning to Oroondates; 
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fince beſides the Deſire ſhe had to ſerve him in his At 
fairs, twas there ſhe was td expect the Change of her 


* 
She 
CY 


c look for that but in vain, and I ought never to think 


= my Days in Tranquillity ; he ſhall die, (continued ſhe) 


and ſome remainder of Affection as. ſoftned her for a 
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She made a long Reflection upon that promiſe of tie 


Gods, and having muſed on it a great while, © Wh, tl 
<. change (ſaid ſhe) can I hope tor in my Condition? ]; 1 
c it the forgetting, the Repentance, or the Death of m a 
c faithleſs Orontes? Ah ! as to forgetting him, I ſhouly 2 


© that my Soul can loſe the Remembrance either of its t 
c firſt Paſlion, or of the Offence I have received; both 
c of them are ingraven in everlaſting Characters, and 
© except I ceaſe to live, I can neither ceaſe to hate, nor 
© to remember Orontes. Shall it be from the Repentance Pp 
© of that diſloyal Man, that I ſhall draw my Satisfaction? h 
© Ah! I ought much leſs to hope for that, and the Of. P 
© fences I have received from him are not of a nature to 
© be repaired. Tho' he ſhould begin again to love me 
© with as much Violence as he expreſſed in his firſt Paſt. 
© on, I ſhould loſe nothing of that Hatred I bear hin, 
© and my Soul is ſo hardned againſt that ungrateful May, 
© that it could never be touch'd by all the Marks he could 
< ſhew of his Repentance. Tis then in his Death alone 
© that I ought to ground my Hopes, and 'tis that infalli. 
© bly which the Gods do promiſe me; it is the greateſt 
© of all the Favours I can receive from them, and when 
© T am once revenged of that perfidious Man, I will re. 
< rurn into my Territories, where I will paſs the reſt of 


© he ſhall die, the Traitor, who has uſed me ſo ungrate- 
© fully, and ſo unworthily ; if my Injuries are deadly, 
< the Reparation of them ſhall be deadly alſo, and tis in 
< Blood I will drown my Shame, and the Remembrance 
© of my Faults. 

The Queen at firſt found ſome Sweetneſs in this cruel 
Thought ; but within a while after ſhe began to tremble, 


few Moments, her Heart ſeemed to incline to ſome Com- 
paſſion, but ſhe quickly oppoſed that criminal Pity, and 
ſtruggling againſt thoſe tender Motions ; What (ſaid ſhc 
again) doſt thou waver ſtill, O weak Thaleſtris, and dots 
the Image of the falſe Oritbia return into thy Mind, only 
to baniſh thence ſo lawful Reſentments ? Art thou then 
ſill capable of thoſe baſe Suggeſtions which have _ 


| before ſhe met with a very dolefu 
| five or fix Horſemen compleatly arm'd ſtanding about 
| two miſerable Creatures, who were tyed faſt to two 
| Trees, and whom two or three Men on foot tortured in 
| many different Manners ; they ſqueezed their Fingers be- 
| rween cleft Sticks, wrung their Foreheads with twiſted 
|. Cords, and made them f 
are commonly uſed to force Confeſſion from the Mouths 
of guilty Perſons; Thaleſtris could not well diſcern all 
their Actions, but when ſhe was near enough, ſhe heard 
him that commanded the reſt, who drawing near thoſe 
# unfortunate Wretches : Since you are ſo obſtinate (ſaid 
he) and ſo reſolved: to die, you ſhall die; hang then 
therefore (continued: he) let them remain upon thoſe 
Branches to feed the Crows; The Miniſters of that rigid 
Office, were alread y beginning to put Ropes about the 
Necks of thoſe unhappy Creatures, when the Queen ab- 
horring that Cruelty, took a Dart out of Hippolita's hand, 
and ruſhing in amongſt them, preſented the Point of it 
to their Faces, threatning them with Death if they ef- 
| tected that cruel Commiſſion, Fear made them hold their 
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che greateſt part of thy Misfortunes, and doſt thou be- 
come pirifu] to that cruel Orontes, who without any Pity, 
abandoned thee to thy Deſpair * Ah ! mean-ſpirited Wo- 
man, Rifle thoſe unworthy Thoughts, and recal the Re- 
membrance of thy Wrongs, to baniſh that of thy Weak- 
neſſes. He muſt die, that Monſter of Perfidiouſneſs, and 
thou muſt pierce his dilloyal Heart with this ſame Hand 


| he hath ſo often kiſſed ; and with this ſame Mouth which 
| hath ſo often proteſted that thou lovedſt him, thou muſt 
| pour forth the laſt Reproaches againſt his Infidelity. _ 


In theſe violent Thoughts, the fair Amazon went on 


her way, till ſhe came near a little Valley within a few 


Furlongs of Poleman's Houſe ; from that place ſhe heard 


certain Cries, which cauſed her firſt to ſtop her Horſe, 
and then hearing them continue with a very pitiful ſound, 
| her generoſity obliged her preſently to ſuccourthoſe miſera- 
ble Wretches, who ſeemed to ſtand in need of her Aſſiſtance; 
and for that Purpoſe obſerying carefully from whence the 
| Noiſe came, ſhe gallopt thither as faſt as ſhe could, fol- 


lowed by Hippolita, and had not gone 75 in my Yalky 
pectacle. She law 


uffer all the Torments, which 


Hands, 
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plita, ſhe ſaw her victorious over her Man, Who wounded 


it 
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Hands, but the Horſemen incenſed by that Boldneſs clapt 
theirs upon their Swords, and he who appeared to be the 
Chief of them addreſſing himſelf to Thaleſtris : Whoſe. . 
ver thou art (ſaid he) unleſs thou bringeſt an expreſs Or. 
der from the Queen, thou art very inſolent to oppoſe her 
Pleaſure. If it be a Queen, (replied the Amazon) who 
hath commanded this Execution, ſhe hath the Ways of 
Juſtice open to puniſh MalctaQors, and this extraording. 


ry Manner of Proceeding againſt theſe poor Wretches is 


an infallible. Mark of their Innocency, and ſhall be the 
Cauſe of their Satety. The Horſeman exaſperated by that 
Anſwer, and by the hinderance Thaleftris brought to his 
Intentions, looking upon her with Eyes ſparkling with 
Anger; If thou perſiſteſt longer (ſaid he) to retard our 
Deſign, thou thy ſelf ſhalt keep Company with then 


' whom thou wouldſt ſave. As he ended theſe Words he 


drew his Sword, but the Amazon whoſe Patience was at 
the utmoſt, ſtaid not till he began, but falling ſuddenly 
upon him, ſhe ſtruck the Point of her Javelin in at his 
Throat, and it came forth inſtantly behind him, ſo that 
he tumbled dead among his Horfes Feet; ſhe loſt not 
time in pulling out her Javelin, but drawing her Sword 
flew among the Companions of him ſhe had killed, and 
ſeeing the neareſt of them had his Arm up to ſtrike at 
her, ſhe prevented him with a back Blow which cut it of 
above the Elbow, and made it fall with his Sword upon 
the Ground. Hippolita ſeconded her Miſtreſs yigoroully, 
and of three Enemies which yet remained on Horſeback, 
ſhe charged one with a great deal of Courage, the other 
two made furiouſly at the Queen, but her Choler being 
ſtirred up to the Extremity, ſhe quickly ſhewed then 
Proofs of her admirable Valour, and having received ſome 
Blows upon her Arms, ſhe aimed her Sword at the mor 
eager of them ſo unfortunately for him, that having light 
upon the Space between his Head- piece and his Cuirah, 
it took his Head from his Shoulders, and made it -rov! 
pon the Graſs ; the laſt diſmay'd with that ſtrange blow 
turned about his Horſe to fave himſelf by Flight, and 
the Queen who thought ſhe had ſhed blood enough, trou- 
bled not her ſelf to follow him, but turning toward Hy- 


n 
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apt * many Places, lay biting the Earth with his Compani- 


the ons. After this Execution the valiant Queen having no 
oe. more Enemies to fight withal, commanded Hippolita to 
Or. unty the two Men and ſet them at Liberty. Hrppolita a- 
her lighted to obey her, and ſhe had no ſooner cut the Bonds 
Tho wherewith they were faſtned to the Trees, but they fell 
okupon their Knees before their valiant Deliverer, and em- 
m. MM braced her Legs with Actions full of Reſpect, and Ac- 
is knowledgment. Whoſcever you are (cried they) whoſe 
the | Valour ſo well repreſents the Image of our Maſter to us, 
hat hope that Heaven will Recompence you for ſo good a 
his Deed, and believe that your Arms were never employed 
tn for more innocent Perſons. The Queenfinding ſomethin 
ur that pleaſed her in the Behaviour of thoſe two Men, 2 
em a mind to know their Names, and the Cauſe of the Per- 
he ſecutions they had undergone, and ſhe no ſooner had ex- 
at preſſed that Deſire, after ſhe had bidden them riſe, but 
ly they readily obey'd her, and one of them ſpeaking for 
ls both, Sir (ſaid he) we are of a Country far remote from 
at this, and we have nothing more conſiderable in us, than 
ot © the Honour of having paſſed the beſt part of our Lives in 
rd the Service of the braveſt and moſt generous Prince inthe 
id World. Scythia is our Country, our Names are Toxaris 
at and Loncates, and fince ſo high an Obligation forbids vs 
of to conceal any thing from our valiant Defender ; we will 


n confeſs that the Prince whom we have ſerved is the great 
Oroondates, Prince of Scythis, The Man would have gone 
on, but Thaleſftris remembring ſhe had heard the Prince 
and Araxes ſpeak. of thoſe two faithful Servants, caſt her 
Eyes upon Hippolita, and praiſing her Deſtiny, which in 
the Perſons of Men had made her do Service to a Prince 
for whom ſhe had a very great Eſteem, ſhe appeared ex- 
treamly ſatisfied with this Encounter; and ſtretching out 
her Hands to them, You are not unknown to me, (ſaid 
ſhe) but now I have done you this good Office, I will 
alſo reſtore you to your Maſter, who affords me a place 
in the number of his Friends, and in whom your Fideli- 
ty has cauſed an exceeding Trouble for your Loſs. Tox- 
aris and Loncates, who had not hoped in ſo ſhort a time 
for their Lives, their Liberties, and their Maſter, who 
was dearer to them than both, were tranſported with 
Vor. III. D Joy 
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he entreated the Company to pardon the Deſire he had, 
to learn in their Preſence, the Cauſe that had fo lo 
retarded the return of his Servants, which was like to 
have ſome important Reaſon ; and asking Toxaris what it 
-was, he ſtept back in the preſence of ſo many Perſons 
-whom he knew not, and made ſome difhculty of ſpeaking 
in fo much Company touching his Maſter's ſecret Affairs; 
but he knowing the Cauſe of his Silence, and being wil. 

Jing to e nn, yo 5 he) Toxaris, and 
_ difpufſe nothing before illuſtrious Friends, who 
are not at all ſuſpected to me, and from whom I never 
avill conceal any thing. Toxaris having received this 
Command, came forward again, and thus began his Nar. 
Taion. | | 
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nie Hiſtory of ROXANA. 
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E were within a Day's Journey of this Place, when 
W your Highneſs, aſter having heard of Alexander's 
Death, commanded me to go to Babylon to enquire News 
of Queen Statira, and of other Perſons in whom you had. 
an Intereſt. I rode thither with ſpeed enough, and ar- 
rived at the City when it regen to grow dark; I found 
all full of Mourning, Diſorder, and Confuſion, And in. 
chat general Hurliburly I had much ado to get a Lodg- 
ing: I will not detain you with the Condition in which 
= the King's Death had put all Things at Baby/on ; you are 
better informed of that than I, and theſe great Princes 
whom I ſee with you, whoſe Intereſts were the moſt con- 
fiderable, and whoſe Intereſts made part of thoſe Difor, 
ders, may have acquainted you with the Circumſtances 
of them ; I will only tell YOu, that at the firſt News 1 
asked concerning the Queen, I heard ſhe was at the Ca- 
ſtle of Calcis, whither, by reaſon of ſome Indiſpoſition,. 
ſhe had retired with the Princeſs her Siſter a little before 
her Husband's Death. Not being able to learn any thing 
more particularly, I went out of my Lodging, and in the 
Darkneſs and general Trouble, I reſolved to make uſe of 
all my Induſtry, ro inſtruct my ſelf in all thoſe things. 
which you deſired to know, and which might be adyan- 
tageous to your Intentions. | | 
By your refiding formerly at Balylon with King Darius, 
I was perfect in all the Streets of the City, and knew par- 
ticularly all the Lodgings of the Palace beyond the Lake, 
where Darius commonly kept his Court, where King 2 
lexander died, and where Queen Roxana lay at that time. 
I walked a great while up and down the Streets, where 
I ſaw a thouſand Images of Deſolation, Sorrow, and uni- 
verſal Aﬀrightment ; the Windows of all the Inhabitants. 


were full of lighted Torches, which burned in a mourn- 
D ; Mas 


of her Habit, it was ſo dark I could not well diſcern it; 
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ful Faſhion ; there were heard in many Houſes as loud 


Cfies as if in his Death they had found their general 


Loſs ; all the Paſſages were chained, and there were 
Fires, and Corps de garde in every Market-place, and all 
the crals. Streets were full of armed Mev, who ranked 
themſelves according to the different Parties, whereof 
rhe greateſt Number deſired nothing but Sedition and 
Diſorder.” One might fee the Princes who ſtood for great 
Offices, and for the ſovereign Authority, paſs up and 
down, ſeverally guarded, either according to their Cre. 
dit, or according to their Quality ; and in ſhort, all 
Things repreſented a new Face of Affairs. I conſidered 
them yo farther than I thought they might be uſeful to 
your Intereſts ; and after having wandered about a long 

time to no Purpoſe, I came to the Palace where Roxana 
was lodged, and whereof all the Corners are as well 
knownto me as if I had dwelt there all my Life. I found 
10 great a Number of Guards about the Gate, that I pre- 
ſencly deſpaired of getting in; and indeedT was thinking 
to go my way, when I ſaw Perdiccas come, follow 

with ſo great a Train, that the Street was even quite 
filled wich it. As ſoon as he was named, the Guards 
made a Lane to give him Paſſage ; and the! there was or- 
der given to ſuffer but few to enter with him, the Croud 
was too ſtrong for the Reſiſtance of thoſe that kept the 
Gate; and I thruſt my ſelf ſo cloſe among the reſt, that 
I was one of thoſe that got in. Perdiccas having asked 
where the Queen was, heard that ſhe expected him in the 
Garden, whither ſhe was gone down by reaſon of the 


exceſſive Hear which had been that Day, and where, up- 


on the Bank of the River which waſhes the fide of it, 
ſhe was taking the cool Air with ſome of her Women. 
Perdiccas having crofſed thro* two Courts, came to the 
Garden Gate, where we likewiſe found a very ſtrong 
Guard, and where, with as much ado as before, I at lf 

got in with him. The Torches were all left without in 
the Court, and the Moon which gave Light enough for 
the Queen to walk by, ſerved alfo for the Diſcourſe be- 
tween her and Perdiccas. I will not deſcribe the Faſhion 
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83 
all that I was able to obſerve, was, that ſhe had already 
pat on her Night · dreſſing, and that the reſt of her Appa- 
rel was Black, ſuitable to the Condition ſhe then was in. 
perl ccas went up to her alone, and all thoſe that came in 
with him ſtaying at the end of an Ally, Roxana's Women 
did the ſame, and left, her at Liberty to talk with him. 
We could not hear any thing they ſaid, but within a 
while after, ſeeing. them take their Walk in an Ally, up- 
on the Edge of the Stream, cloſe by which I knew there 
was another that was covered, wherein I might follow 
them ſtep by ſtep, and hear all their Converſation, I re- 


ſolved to hazard ſomething, that I might find an Occaſion 
to do you ſome Service. That which made me have ſuch. 
a Deſixe to hcarken to them, that to ſatisfy ic I put my 


ſelf in danger, was the Knowledge I had of the mortal 
Hatred Roxana hore to Queen) Statira ; and my Belief 
that in that Revolution of Affairs, and in thoſe Enter- 


views with Perdiccas by Night, ſhe might perhaps con- 


trive ſomething againſt her. That Suſpicion, which with« 
in a while after I ſhould have thought had been inſpired. 
into me by the Gods, if they had ſuffered me to make uſe 
of it to prevent thoſe Miſchicts, incited me to play the 
Spy; and for that Purpoſe ſlipping along a Pale without 
being taken Notice of, or having any Intention ſo much 
as dreamt of, I ſtole into that covered Ally, on the out- 
file whereof Roxana and Perdiccas were walking. My 
Deſign ſucceeded to my wiſh, and thinking no body over- 
heard them, they ſpake not fo low, but that having no- 
thing between them and me except a few Boughs, I could 
eaſily underſtand all they ſaid ; I walked juſt as they 
walked, and turned at the End of the Ally as they did, 
but with as little Noiſe, and as much Circumſpection as 
was poſſible. I knew by the firſt Words J heard, that 
wy Suſpicion! was not without Cauſe, for after a little ſi- 
lence Perdiccas ſpake on this Manner. How great a De- 
ſign ſoever I have to plcaſe and ſerve you, Madam, I can- 
not but feel a Repugnancy againſt the Propoſition you: 
make to me; and I cannot without Horror remember 
that to obey you I muſt imbrue my Hands in the Blood 
of two Women, of two great and vertuous Princeſſes, 
whereof, one was the Wife of my King, and the other is 

D 4 the. 
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the Widow of my Friend; their Sex, their Quality, and 
the Memory of their brave illuſtrious Husbands, divert 
both my Arm and Heart from that Attempt; and I could 
willingly wiſh ſome other more gentle and more fittin 
Expedient might be found to ſatisfy you, and to eſtabliſh 
that Security you demand. It is not (and I call the 
Gods to Witneſs) that I would refuſe the moſt dange- 
rous Occaſions to obey you; nor, but that the Honour 
your Majeſty does me to link my Intereſt with yours, is 
more conſiderable to me than all the Fortune I can pre- 
rend to by other Means ; but yet I cannot overcome thoſe 
Difficulties in my Soul, which ſome Remainders of Ver— 
tue produce there againſt this Enterprize, and in this Ex- 
ecution even my Hand it ſelf refuſes to ſerve in the De- 
ſign I have to obey you. Perdiccas without doubt would 
have ſaid more, if the Queen had not interrupted him 
thus. One may be ſcrupulous as you are Perdiccas, when 
the Queſtion is concerning leſs than the Empire of the 
World; and I proteſt to you, I feel little leſs Repugnance 
than you do againſt this Cruelty, ro which we are com- 
zelled by the Neceſſity of our Affairs; but do you think 
there can be any Security for the Son and for the Widow 
of Alexander, or for the Macedonian Princes, ſo long as 
Darius s Daughters are alive? Do you believe that this 
Calm which Alexander ſettled with ſo much Blood, and 
with ſo much Difficulty, can laſt after his Death? and 
that the Perſians who ſubmitted but by force to the Mace- 
donian Yoke, will not take Arms now for their lawful 
Princes, and uſe their Endeavours to reſtore the Blood of 
their firſt Maſters to the Throne? If the Cruelty of this 
Enterprize ſtrike Horror in you, remember, Perdiccas, that 
it is not without Example in all Monarchies, and that 
both amongſt us, and amongſt our Neighbours, we have 
no Age that cannot furniſh us witha good Number of Pre- 
cedents. Did not Artaxerxes, whom the whole World 
held for a very good Prince, and his Succeffor Ochus, both 
Predeceſſors to Darius, ſecure their Eſtates by the Blood 
of their Children, and of their Brothers? And if you 
would have freſher ones even in your own Country, did 
not Queen Olimpias who is yet alive, the Mother of our 
deceaſed King, after King Philip was dead, cauſe her 1 
va 


| 
t 
d 
8 
1 
e 
| 


te you, is the ſovereign Authority which you will have 
over this Son, whoſe Guardian you ſhall be, and which 
you ſhall ſhare with his Mother, whom you will have e- 
ſtabliſned in it. | 


4 this laſt Diſcourſe of Roxana's ; and they walked almoſt 
2 whole Turn in the Ally without ſpeaking, but in the 
end Perdiccas breaking Silence; I wiſh to the, Gods, Ma- 
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val Cleopatra to be put to Death, having firſt caus'd a 
Daughter ſhe had by him, to be killed in her Preſence,, 
becauſe ſhe might poſſibly have one Day raiſed ſome trou- 
ble in her Dominions ? And did not Alexander himſelf,. 
our dear Husband, and moſt honoured King, whoſe Me- 
mory is moſt ſacred to us, and all whoſe Actions ought. 
to be the Rules of our Lite, begin his ſo glorious Reign. 
by the Death of thoſe that were neareſt ro him * And 
when he came out of Macedonia, did he leave one of them. 
alive who could diſturb the Calm he left there? Conſider 
now, Perdiccas, whether theſe Perſons whom I have al- 
ledged, had ſo important Reaſons as ours are, and whe-- 
ther they upon light Surmiſes and Occaſions of ſmall 
Weight did not execute that, which we do out of pure 
Neceſſity, and for the Conſervation of our Lives, and of 
the Empire of the World. Thoſe Perſons (replied Per- 
diccas) have by thoſe Actions left Blemiſhes upon their 
Lives, which all the moſt gallant Ones they ever perfor- 
med, will never be able to wipe out; and all the black 
eſt Deeds they ever did, can no way Parallel the Infide- 
lity you enjoin upon me; me, I ſay, who am not only a 
Kinſman, and a Subject of Alexarder's ; but who amongſt. 


all about him, receiv'd the laſt glorious Marks of his Af- 
fection, and of being preferred before ſo many other Prin- 


ces worthy of the Kingdoms he hath left. In this Action 


(added Roxana) you will be fo far from offending Alexan- 
= der's Memory, that you will give him Proofs of your Fi- 
delity, ſince it is only to ſecure the Empire to hisSon, that 
you take them out of the World who might diſpute it 
with him; And if to this Conſideration, it be permitted. 
do add that of your own Intereſts, Perdiccas, remember what 


you do for your ſelf, ſince the leaſt Recompence propoſed. 


Perdiccas demurred a while, before he Anſwered to 
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dam, (ſaid he) that you could content, and ſecure your 


felt by milder Ways; theſe methinks are ſuch ſtrange 
Ones, that I cannot diſpoſe my ſelf to follow them, but 
I deſire this Night's Reſpite to finiſh the conqueſt of thoſe 
Difficulties I find in my felt ; ro-morrow as ſoon as you 
are ſtirring, I will let your Majeſty know my laſt Re- 
folution, and I will rather die than give you occaſion to 
repent the Truſt you repoſe in me, and the Payours you 
do me. Well Perdiccas (replied, Roxana) I grant you the 
Time you demand, and I hope that by your laſt Reſolu- 
tion, we ſhall both have cauſe to be ſat isfied. After theſe 
Words, Perdiccas bad the Queen good-night, and retiring 
to his Followers went out of the Garden. I might have 
gone away with him, but I was fo ſurprized, and aſto- 
niſhed at the Things I had heard, that I thought not of 
my Departure, and ſccing that the Queen without ſtirring 
out of that Ally, called Heſione, whom ſhe loved beſt of 
all her Women, and commanded the reſt to ſtay where 
they were, I had a mind to hear that ſecond Converſation, 
whereby I believed I might fully inſtruct my ſelf touchin 

that deteſtable Defign which was in Agitation aa 
thoſe poor Princeſſes. Roxana ſat down upon a green Bank, 
and as ſoon as Heffore came near her; I have much ado 
(fid ſne) to perſuade Perdiccas to what I defire for our 
common Security, and he ſticks at Conſiderations, which 
the Ambition of Reigning out to have extinguiſhed. in his 
Mind. Ido not think it ſtrange, (replied Heſtere ; ) and 
that which your Majeſty requires, hath ſomething ſo cruel 
ia it, that I carn-t remcewber it without Horror, nor 
without Wondring as at a Prodigy, how the Thirſt of 
Reigning can have choaked in you that Pity which is na- 
tural to Women, and have carried you to ſuch Bloody 
Reſolutions againſt Princeſſes who have a near Relation to 
you, whom heretofore you accounted dear, and who have 
no way offended you. Pardon me, Madam, if I fperk 
with too much Liberty; I am ſo aftrighted at this horri- 
ble change of your Humour, that I have not Underſtand- 
ing enough left to approve theſe inhuman Reaſons of 


State, which demand ſuch violent Executions. Roxana 


hearkned to theſe Words of Heſione, without interrupting 
her, and baving remained a while without anſwering 
other- 
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Book II. CAS SCAN D RA — 
otherwiſe than by two or three Sighs. Ah! Heſione (ſaid 
ſhe at laſt) how juſt would thy Wonder be, if thou werr 
not well inſtructed in my molt ſecret Thoughts, and with 
how much Reaſon might'ſt thou appear affrighted at this 
Change of my Humour, if I had not truſted thee with 
zhe Cauſe of it a Thouſand times? Thou knoweſt (O 


5 diſſembling Heſione) that my Inelinations to Cruelty are 


not ſtroug enough to move me to ſuch bloody Tragedies, 


merely out of Maxims of State, and out of a deſire to 


Reign; that only ſerves for a Pretext to more powerful 
Incitements, and a to cover a Paſſion more violent than 
Ambition ; nor do I love the Crown enough to violate 
both Divine and Human Laws for it alone. Alas! Heſi- 


oxe, thou art not ignorant of this Truth, thou knoweſt 


that Love hath blotted out of my Soul, all that was good. 
and reaſonable in it heretofore, and that my Jealouſy 
arms my hand more potent ly againft my Rival, than Am- 
bition dath againſt my Competitor for the Empire. The 
Remembrance of ungrateful Oroondutes kindles my Indig- 
vation againſt her that took him from mes and his Image 
never comes into my Memory without enflaming my An- 
ger againſt that proud Beauty which triumphed over me 
in the Soul of that inhuman Prince. While the hope of: 
her lawtul poileting him was forbidden her by the Life 
of the King her Husband, I bore my Mistortune pat ient- 
iv, but now that by the Death of Alexander the way to 
it ties open tor her, and I ſee them upon the very Brmk 
of that Felicity, which I have vainly oppoſed, I had ra- 
ther ſhe ſhould periſh, and that the whole World ſhould; 
perith with her, than that I ſhould become ſubject to thoſe 


ſenlible Afflictions. I know by the Report of Arb tes, 


who is returned out of Scylia whither I had fent him, 
that Crocndates is ſtill alive, and he hath quitted his own: 


Country to return again into ours; he ſees. her perhaps e- 


very Day, that victorious Enemy of Roxana's, and con- 
trives with her the laſt Effects of that Ingratitude which 
ie always was guilty of to me. Here it is, O Beſtore {: 
that I conteſs my Weakneſs, and that I am conſtrained 
to avow, that ncither Time, Reſentmenr, nor Duty, have 
been able to prevail againſt my former Paſſion, and that 


notwithſtanding lam Mexander's Widow, notwichttand- 
| ine 
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ing that oondates 18 ungrateful, I love him ſtil] more - 


than my ſelf ; and that ſleeping or waking, that inſenſi. 


ble Man, too lovely, and too much beloved, comes in. 
ccllantly befare me, and that inveterate Paſhon hath taken 
too deep a Root in my Soul, to be ever pull'd up but by 
the cd of my Lite. | | N 

After this Confeſſion, Heſione, doſt thou think I will 
ſuffer my everlaſting Rival to enjoy a Happineſs, which 
ſhe cannot build but upon the Ruins of my Repoſe ? and 
that I will permit that inſolent Woman, who during the 
Life of my Husband, deprived me with Tyrranny of the 
better part of his Affections, ſhould make her ſelf ſpon 
with my miſerable Deſtiny ? Ah! no, Heſione, hope not 
for ſuch mean-ſpiriced Effects of my Patience, and believe 
that to free my ſelf of that bitter Enemy of my Life, 1 
will trample underfoot all the Conſiderations of Blood, 


of Duty, and even of the Fear we have of the Gods: 


After her Deſtruction, let the ungrateful Man perſevere 
in his hard-heartedneſs toward me, and let him be inſen— 
fible both of the Proofs of my Love, and of the Adyan- 
rapes I can offer him in the condition of my Fortune; ! 
ſhall however have this Satisfaction, that if I cannot 
make his Diſdain to ceaſe, I ſhall at leaſt have taken a- 
way the Caufe of them, and that Statira ſhall not brag, 
ſhe trivmphed over Roxana unpuniſned. Roxana brought 
forth theſe Words with a Vehemence which ſufficiently 
ſhewed the Violence of that Paſſion that animated her, 
and Heffone, who had given Ear to her without Interrup- 
tion, ſaid thus at the end of her Diſcourſe ; But, Madam, 
what is your laſt Intent ion? And if you will permit my 
Zeal to beg of you the continuation of that Truſt where- 
with your Majeſty hath ever honoured me, what do you 
pretend to by the Death of thoſe Princefles ? I thought 
(replied Roxana) I had explained my ſelf enough, and 
that I had left thee no occaſion to be ignorant of my In- 
tentions; but fince thou demandeſt a more ample Decla- 
ration, know, that 1 will firſt diſpatch that Rival out of 
the World, which hath gotten thoſe Advantages over me 
both in the Heart of Oreondates, and in that of Alexander, 
whereby I have been diſhonoured ; and when Oroondates 
with her, hath loſt his utmoſt Hopes, I do not think - 
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will be ſo blind as not to know bis Fortune, nor ſo diſ- 
dainful as to contemn thoſe Greatneſſes to which 1 can 
raiſe him; in the condition I now am, I am not fo ill- 
favoured, but that with a good part of the World,where- 
| of 1 can offer him the diſpoſing, I may pretend ro ſome 
bart of his Affedtion; and perhaps there is not a Prince in 
all the World, that would not buy his Condition even 
with the hazard of his Life; to this Conſideration, | pre- 
ſently join thoſe of the State, and in contenting my Paſ- 
= fon I ſecure my own Authority, and that of the Son 
* which may be born of me; that Reaſon was not ſtrong 
4 enough alone to perſuade me to an Action againſt which 
cConſclentious People would have ſome Repugnance, but 
if I be ſo unfortunate as to ſee my ſelf deceived in my 
* firſt Hopes, and to ſtrive in vain to change Oroondates's 
Inclinations, I ſhall at leaſt have this Pleaſure to have 
: [7 wreaked my Hatred, and ſatisfied my Jealouſy, in de- 
ſtroying her, who hath deſtroyed my Repoſe, and in de- 
= priving that ingrateful Man of the Object ot his Hopes, 
and of the Occaſion of his Scorn ; and tance there is a 
& Neceſſity of ſhedding Blood to ſecure the Throne to my 
Son, and to my ſelt, 1 ſhall have this Conſolation, to have 
ſäacrificed no body to thoſe Maxims but thoſe Perſons 
whom by more powerful Reaſons 1 was compelled to 
hate. | 4; | | 
Ü believe Roxana would have ſaid more, and I had con- 
tinued to hearken to her with the ſame Attention, if I 
bad not been unfortunately ſurprized in that Employment. 
I had thruſt my Head almoſt quite among the Boughs 
PZ which grew long the fide of rhe Ally, and was ſo at- 
tentive to her Diſcourſe, (though there was great occaſi- 
on to fear, and to miſtruſt, in an Enemy's place, as that 
where I then was) that ſome of Roxana's Maids were 
come into the ſame Ally, and were gotten cloſe to me 
before I perceived them. As ſoon as I turned my Head, 
law my ſelf encompailed with them, and the more fear- 
ful of them crying out on a ſudden, the Guards that 
were in the Garden, and who by Roxana's expreſs Com- 
mand ftood but at a little diſtance from her, came run- 
ning preſently, and entring at both Ends of the Walk, 
WR | deprived. 
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I inftantly lift up my Head, overjoyed to meet one of my 


on his Face, I knew the Man who had ſpoken to me, to 


go CASSANDRA Part III. 
deprived me of all Poſſibility of eſcaping ; I would have 
attempred it, which made me the more ſuſpected, and the 
more guilty, but I was inſtantly laid hold on, ſearched 
and examined; they found no other Arms about me but 
my Sword; and, being examined by them, I anſwered, 
that I was a Voluntier in Perd:ccas's Troops, that I came 
into the Garden with him, and that having wandered 
through Curioſity into that Ally, I had not ſeen when be 
went away. They to whom I gave this Account (not 
being ſatisfied with my Anſwers, and ſuſpecting me of 
ſome wicked Deſigu) began ta threaten me with Death 
if I rold not the Truth, and preſenting the Points of their 
Javelias at me, they indeed ſtruck me with ſome Appre- 
henſion. I was in fear of my Safety among thoſe Men to 
whom I was unknown, and who with Probability might 
accuſe me of ſome evil Intention; and "twas eaſily to be 
obſerved in my Face, and in my Words; when Roxana 
who had heard the Noiſe, and who began to learn the 
Cauſe of ir, commanded me to be brought before her. 
They quickly fetched in a great many Torches out of the 
next Court, and they that held them putting them near 
unto my Face, gave the Queen and thoſe thar were with 
her, Means to conſider me attentively. She asked me 
the ſame Queſtions, and I anſwered in the fame manner 
as I had done the reſt ; but the State of her Affairs, and 
that of her Conſcience, making her ſure of all things, the 
ſent to Perdiccas to fee if he would own me, and ſceing 
me faulter in my Anſwers, ſhe began to have a very ill 
Opinion of me, and was ready to give ſome fata! Order 
againſt me, when one of thoſe who ſtood near me, ha- 
ving known me by the Light of the Torches, went a— 
way, and coming to me, O Toxaris, (ſaid he) is it you! 
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Acquainrance, in that Neceſſity; and fixing my Eycs up- 


be Arbates, that faĩthleſs Servant of yours, who corrupt— 
ed by Roxana's Preſents, ſtole the Bracelet from yon at 
Damaſcus, which you had received from Statira; who 2 
great while after carried it to her with the Letter you 


writ unto Roxana ; and who in ſhort, had managed all 
that 


— 
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that Treachery which cauſed ſuch bloody Effects, and 
from which almoſt all our Loſſes have proceeded, Al- 
tho! his Treachery made me to abhor him, I confeſs I was 
glad to ſee him at that time, hoping that by reaſon of our 
old Acquaintance, he would be a Means to procure my 
Safety and Liberty: As ſoon as I had perfectly called 
him to mind, and gotten a lirtle Confidence by that En- 
counter; Ves, Arbates, (ſaid I) I am Toxaris, Then I 


s preſently ſaw that falſe Man draw near unto Roxana, and 
| having deſired audience for two or three Words, he ſpake 
to her a while ſo ſoftly that no body could over-hear him, 
and when they had done talking, Roxana turning towards 
one of the Captains of her Guard; Carry this Fellow 


(faid ſhe) to a place of Security, and uſe him according 


to the Directions of Arbates, who ſhall let you know my 


& Pleaſure. At that Command they took me from before 
her, who went out of the Garden at the ſame time, and 
Arbates guiding him that led me out of the Palace, I was 


brought to a Houſe which was appointed for my Priſon, 
F where they ſer Guards upon me, whoſe Lives were to 


8 anſwer it, if I eſcaped. 
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continued that Night, and the next Day, in great 


LApprehenſions and Diſquiets, among which the fear of 
Death was not my chicfeſt Trouble; Not but that in 
effect 1 was afraid of it, yd had a Senſe of the Puniſh- 
ment which uſes to be inflicted vpon Spies, eſpecially 
BE thoſe who kearken after the Secrets of Sovereigns, and 
& principally of ſuch as are in the condition Roxana was; 
ſince I might have been ſuſpected to have had ſome De- 
ſign againſt her Perfon, and to have been dealt withal by 
ſome of the contrary Party, and by thoſe who had an In- 
tereſt in her Death; but to that Apprehenſion ] joined my 
Sorrow that I could not make uſe of the Mercy the Gods 
had ſhewed.me, and that I could not prevent the Murder 
Jof thoſe great Princeſſes, by the Notice I ſhould have 
given them of that Conſpiracy, if I had been at Liberty; 
I was alſo very much affficted that I could not return to 
your Highneſs to give you an Account of the Commiſſion 
vou had employeck me in; not doubting but you were 
impatient of my Delay. That Day I was viſited by Ar- 
bates, who highly endeared the good Office he had done 


me, 


2 : 
RT 
* B Re 


as - a * 


— 5 9 N 


_ — 2 . 
0 — —— __ 


| 
| 


* 
* 

7 

. 

+ 

> 

1 

1 

* 

1 

4 

7 

x 

. oe 
a . 
21 

* 

g 

. 


1 * _—_— 
— — — a 
8 n r n 1 — — + 
OR 2 OP 21 ? on : * 1 
rr EIB. ai. RR — rt ”_— — - 
WW . * * + — 2 A <4 - hr = 2 - My — 5 — — . u - — 


* 


1 
—— 2-4 — 
by <5. $75 


= 2. 
INC? —— acer,” cating - 
. err gore er groragy "ar. 


— — 2 — 2 8 = 2 = 
** e ng — * aan oe — — r 2 * 22 = a 
— — — —— — — PII - 9 NG —— Road 5 
— SS > 12 * 3 er n : 
— — — _—_ - * r E * 
— a > 2 ä 


11 ——— 
3 
* 


— 


rr L > nn he Er 
N— — — —— —— ——— ———— f 
— 


—— — 


2 
— — 
— — — —— — — — — —— — 


92 CASSANDRA Part III. 


me, and proteſted to me with Oaths, that, but for his 
Interceſſion with the Queen, my Ruin had been inevita- 
ble; he afterward promiſed me the Continuation of his 
Endeavours on my behalf, and made me hope for all 
manner of good Uſage. To ſay Truth, that I received 
was not ill for a Priſoner, and the next Day I ſaw a 
Companion brought in to me when I leaſt expected him 3 
it was Loncates, whom your Highneſs had ſent after me 
to Babylon by reaſon of my ſtay ; and who having unluc- 
kily met Arbates, was known by him, and by his Direc- 


tion ſeized upon by Roxana's Guard, who brought him 


preſently to the ſame place where I was. In that Arba. 
tes was Imprudent, for it he had kept us in ſeveral Pri- 
ſons, he might much more eaſily have drawn from us 
what Roxana had a mind to know, than by putting us 
both into the ſame Chamber, where we had leiſure enough 


to inſtru one another, and to conform our Anſwers, that 
uwe might not be inſuar'd if they examin'd us apart. When 
I had given Loncates an Account of the Cauſe of my Im- 


priſonment, and of the Words I had heard from Roxana 
ani Perdiccas touching the Deſign they had againſt the 
Queen Statira, and the Princeſs her Siſter; Loncates with 
a ſorrowful Look told me he began to hear a whiſpering 
in the Town, that thoſe poor Princeſſes were dead alrea- 
dy; and that he, having been at the Palace of Queen 
Syſegambis, had heard Cries, and ſeen Faces, that 
confirmed him in that Opinion. That News ſurpri- 
zed me with a mortal Affliction, and conſidering how 
it ſuited with the Words I had over-heard, I no low 
ger doubted of the lamentable Deſtiny of thoſe poor 

adies. 
We ſpent all the reſt of the Day, and the next, in be- 
wailing a Loſs, wherein we knew you would have the 
eateſt Share; and we had not yet dry'd up our Tears, 
when Arbates (followed with a Guard) came into our 
Chamber, and told us he had Order to bring us before 
the Queen, and that we might hope for good Succeſs 
from the fight of her. We were ſo dejected with Grief, 
that we received that Meſſage with an indifferent Coun- 
tenance ; and without informing our ſelves of Roxana 8 
Intentions, we followed Arbates to the Palace. It was. 
| already 
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ble Offences, and to move me to forget all the Deſigns 
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already a good while within Night, and Roxana was in 
her Bed; the Guard brought us to the Chamber-door, 
but only Arbates, and ſome of her Women, went in with 
vs, and bringing us to the far fide of the Bed, fhewed 
us Roxana in a condition able to have cauſed Love in Per- 
ſons that had not been prepoſſeſſed with powerful Reaſons 
to hate her; the Seaſon being very hot, ſhe. was almoſt 
half naked in her Bed, and her Arms and Neck quite | 
uncovered, ſet forth ſuch Beauties as in the Opinion of | 
other Judges would have found few Equals in the World; | | 
her Head dreſſing though negligent was not unbecoming, | 
and her Whiteneſs in a place where all things were 
Black, had a very extraordinary Luſtre, Only Heſione 

ſtaid at her Bed's Feet, and her other Maids being retired 
into the next Room with Arbates, Roxana afcer havin 
looked a while upon us, ſpake on this manner : If I dic 
not believe you to be civil Men, and that you have gain- 
ed Vertue and Diſcretion by being near the Prince whom 
you have the Honour to ſerve, I ſhall not uſe you in a 
manner quite extraordinary for Perſons of my Quality ; 
fince, however, you cannot deny but that you are faulty, 
and that one of you has been taken in an Action, which 
in all Nations is reckon'd to deſerve Death: But the 
breeding you have had with a Prince who is an Enemy 
to all evil Thoughts, does partly juſtify your Intentions, 
and altho* they ſhould be Criminal, the conſideration of 
him is ſuthcient to make me forgive the moſt unpardona- 


you could have had even againſt my Life it ſelf. I will 
therefore Pardon you, whatſoever you can have attempt- 
ed againſt me; but I will have your Maſter thank me 
for it, and after this ſmall Proof of the Continuation of 
my good Will to him, he ſhall receive others that are 
greater, and of more Importance. I ſee my ſelf now in 
a Condition, wherein I can make the Greatneſs of my 
Fortune ſupply the Defe& of thoſe Qualities of my Per- 
ſon which he hath diſdained, and wherein nevertheleſs 
after his Diſdains, Alexander found ſomething he thought 
conliderable. I am aſhamed to make you this Confeſſion, 
but my Weakneſs has ſhewed it ſelf but tao much * 
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94 CASSANDREA Part III. 
dy, and my Opinion of you makes me believe, that you 
will not abuſe the Confidence I have in you : *Tis by it, 
and by Adyantages which are not deſpicable, that | 
would oblige you to tell me News of your Maker, aud 
to let me know the Place of his Abode; deſiring no o- 
ther requital of you, but that alone, both for the Pardon 
I grant you, and for the Preſents I intend you. The ſub. 
tle Queen ſpoke to us in Words to this Effect; but ve 
heard nothing from ber, which we had not expected; 
and as we had prepar'd ourſelves for the Anſwer we ſhould 
make, I found no great Dithculty to reply. Madam, a]. 
= Fault I have committed be full of Innocence and 
Stupidity; my Companion aud I receive the Pardon your 
Majeſty grants us as a mere Mercy, and as an Effect only 
of your Goodneſs ; and I would it pleaſed the Gods, that 
in Acknowledgment, you required ſuch Proots of our 
Obedience as were in our Power, and that we could tell 
where to give our Prince an account of the Honour you 
do him to keep him ſtill in your Remembrance; but the 
Place of his A bode is unknown to us; ſince the time he 
lett Scythia, after the Defeat of Zepirio, we have wandred 
in vain from Province to Province, to enquire for him: 
*T was only that Deſign which brought us into this Coun- 
try, where he has formerly had Occaliog ta ſtay, and 
will make us proſecute our Search to the World's End, 


| Roxana was not ſatisfied with this Anſwer, and having 


expreſſed as much by ſhaking her Head; It I did not 
know (ſaid ſhe) that you are not ignorant of the Affecti- 
on ] have born to Orcondates, I ſhould believe you appre- 
hended ſome danger to him iu this Encounter; but ſince 
(by my Misfortune) it is but too well known, you cat- 
not fear that the ſight I deſire of your Maſter can be diſ- 
advantageous to him. You know already that I have lo- 
ved him but too much for my Quiet, and you mult ſtill 
know whether Iwill or no, that I love yet more than 
my felf. You conſtrain me to a Confeſſion that makes 
me Bluſh, but it alſo ſecures you from all the Miſtruſts 
you might have for your Maſter, and you are but too 
well atfured, that 'tis only to ſhare my Forkune with 


him, that I ſo much deſire to ſec him again. Do not 


there- 


therefore any longer conceal what I ſo fain would know 
of you, ſince I am better inſtructed in your Affairs than 
you imagine. It is true, Oroondates went out of Scythia after 
the Defeat of Zopirio, but I know whom he took along 
with him, and that only Araxes, and you two attended 
nim in that Journey. We were a little ſurprized to hear 
that the Queen was ſo well informed, but we loſt not our 
Confidence, and perſiſted fo firmly in our Reſolution, that 
ſhe could draw nothing elſe from us, though ſhe joined 
Threats to the Promi es the had made us. When ſhe ſaw 
| we could be ſhaken by neither, the commanded us to be 
carried back again, and only ſaid to us before Arbates, - 
| You are vnworthy of the Uſage you receive from me, 
and by your indiſcreet Obſtinacy, you do your Maſter a 
very ill Office. But know you ought not longer to abuſe 
| my Goodneſs, nor the Conſideration I have of you for 
his ſake : I give you yet a few Days to bethink your 
| ſelves ; go, and remember that you are Criminals, and 
Priſoners to them that have you wholly in their Power. 
With theſe Words ſhe commanded us to be carried away; 
and Arbates, guarded as before, conveyed us back unto 
our Priſon ; when we were there he reproved us very 
ſharply, and told us that our Death was unavoidable if 
we perſevered in our Stubbornneſs ; promiſing us on the 
| other (ide, Mountains of Gold if we would obey the 
Queen, and alledging what ſhe had done for him, in 
Reward of his Infidelity ; but that Example cauſed a 
Horror in us, inſtead of an Encouragement to whar he 
defired, and our Averſion to that Traitor was too 
great to hearken to his Counſels, or to imitate his Acti- 


| ONS, 


4 The Multiplicity of Roxana's Affairs forced her to al- 
1 low us a few Days reſpite, during which we were rea- 
' & fonably well uſed, and received no other Sollicitations 
"| fave thoſe of Arbates, who ſetting himſelf continually to 
be | torment us, hardly afforded us any Time of Intermiſſion; 

but within a while after, he came to fetch us again, at 
n the ſame hour, and with the ſame Guard as the Time be- 
fore, and brought us to Roxana in the ſame Chamber where 


| we had ſeen her; ſhe being reſolved to try all the Ways 
"= ſhe 
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ſne could, to ſift that out of us which ſhe deſired, recei. 
ved us with a great deal of Gentleneſs, and as ſoon ag 
we were come near her ; Well Toxaris, well Loncates, 
(ſaid ſhe, for ſhe had learnt our Names from Arbates) will 
you not at laſt be ſenſible of the Requeſt I have made to 
you? And if the Conſideration of Intereſt cannot move 
you, will you not out of Generoſity oblige a Qucen 
who has truſted you with her moſt ſecret Affections, and 
who demands nothing of you, that is not Advantageous 
to your Maſter ? For, briefly, that Fidelity he ſtood ſo 
much upon to the deceafed Queen Statira, is no longer 
now in Seaſon ; and ſince the Cruelty of her Deſtinies Ras 
taken her from us, he ought alſo to take her out of his 
Remembrance; he has too good a Judgment to fix him- 
ſelf obſtinately upon the Love of that which hath now 
no Being; and to diſdain a Fortune in mine, which per. 
haps no other Prince in the World would contemn. Con- 
ſider, Friends, what I repreſent unto you, and be no 
longer wilful in concealing the Retreat of him whom [ 
love more dearly than my ſelf; you are crucl in this Ac. 
tion, and I am confident he will not juſtify you in it 
himſelf ; for this ſmall Service I require of you, you may 
certainly hope for extraordinary Recompences ; and you 
ſhall find me ſo ſenſible of this Obligation, that your For- 
tune ſhall be envied by Perſons ot the higheſt Quality, 
To theſe Words, flattering Roxana added many others, 
which were all without any Effect; and Loncates anſwer- 
ing, ptoteſted with many Oaths, that we knew not where 
you were: I accompanied his Proteſtations with mine, 
and we might ſafely ſwear it without oftending the Gods, 
17 or wounding our Conſciences, being well aſſured that 
1 you ſtaid not for us {till in the ſame Place where we had 
8 left you, and not being able to gueſs what way you had 
taken afterward. Roxana was no more ſatisfied than be- 
fore, but becauſe ſhe, by common Fame, knew the Na- 
ture of Scythians, among whom Death is fo little conſide. 
red, that the Fear of it ſhakes them not from the ſlighteſt 
of their Reſolutions, ſhe would not ſo ſoon fly to Ex- 
tremities, but contenting her ſelt with telling us, that 
by her good Uſage ſhe would force us to oblige her, ſhe 
com- 
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commanded Arbates to carry us back again, and to give 
us, except Liberty, whatſoever we in reaſon could de- 
fire. We for ſome Days after that, had a better Table, 
and were leſs ſtrictly looked to than beſore; but all the 
Courſes that were taken could never get any thing out 
of us. The Reaſons that made us ſo firm in our Reſolu- 


tion were ſufficiently powerful; we knew the Hatred 


which with ſo much Juſtice your Highneſs bore unto 


that Woman, from whom you had received ſuch ill Offi- 
ces through the whole Courſe of your Affection, and 


whoſe Treachery alone, by depriving you of Statira, had 


| deprived you of your Reſt for ever; and to compleat 


the Occaſions of deteſting her, we knew by her own 


* Confeſſion, (tho' ſhe was very careful to conceal it from 
all the World) that ſhe was the Murthereſs of that fair 


Queen; by that Knowledge we were aſſured, that you 
would prefer the moſt cruel Deaths before the Vexation 
of falling into the Hands of that bitterEnemy, and more- 
over by thoſe bloody Teſtimonies of her Cruelty, we 


| judged her to be of a Spirit dangerous enough to run to 
| Extremity, to break forth into a violent Rage againſt 
| you, when ſhe ſhould once be certain that ſhe could not 


move you by her Artifices ; theſe Conſiderations confir- 
med us in the Deſign of wo any thing rather than 


ſubject you to ſuch ſenſible Afflictions, or expoſe you to 
| ſuch manifeſt Dangers. 


Arbates viſited us every Day, and that Traitor to 


| ſeduce us, flattered us a Thouſand ways, and ſeigned to 


have a wonderful Confidence in us ; he diſcovered thoſe 


Affairs to us which ſeemed to be of the greateſt Impor- 
dance; and gave us account of part of thoſe Matters 
* which vaſſed 

Day being in our Chamber, he by Chance let fall a Pa- 
per; Loncates took it up as ſoon as he was gone, and 
though it was cloſe-folded up, and faſt ſealed, we con- 
| fidered him ſo little, that we made no Difficulty to break 
it open: It had no Superſcription ; but the Words were 
to this Effect: 8 | 


at Court, and in Roxana's Cabinet. One 
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© T to adore you, if to die for you, be Crimes worthy 
© | of: thoſe Thunders wherewith you have fo often 
© threatned:;me, dart them (my Soveraign) at this guilty 
©: Man, who cannot ceaſe to adore you, and who cannot 
© repent his deſign of dying for you; but if that Silence 
« your Majeſty has enjoined me, be not religioully enough 
£ obſery'd, expect the Puniſhment of it from that ſane 
© Death, from which I expect both wy Remedy, and my 
© Recompence ; tis in it alone I have bounded my molt 
© glorious Ambition, and I have no Thoughts that are 
© unworthy of it, ſince I have none but ſuch as tend 
< wholly to you. In commanding me to hold my Peace, 
vou make uſe, Madam, ef the double Empire you have 
* over me, and I ſhould obey you with a perfect Reſg- 
© nation, it you had left me any Power eicher to Com- 
© mand or to Obey my ſelt ; not that I groan under the 
© Yoke you have impoſed upon me, I received it without 
© Murmuring, and I have born it without Complaining 
© of its Weight; but why.-is it inſupportable to you, 
© fince it is I chat undergo all the Pain of it, and that ha- 
< ving detended your ſelf againſt Compaſſion, it hath 
© made you ſufter nothing that can render it burdenſom 
© to you? It hath made you ſufter my Complaint indeed, 
c alas, it a diſcreet Complaint like mine be fo Criminal, 
© where will you find Innocence? And if you will par- 
© don it in none but Alexander, or in Perſons worthy of 
©: you, where wiil your Clemency find Matter to exerciſc By, 
& it ſelf: b 2 | ra 


The Reading of this Letter wrought ſome Curioſity th. 
in us; and Loxcates and I endeavoured in vain to gueſs By 
at the Author of it; we conjectured eaſily that it was Abe 
addrefied to Roxana, and that Arbates who had ſerved her Jy. 
only in Affairs of that Nature, had there ſome new Prac- By... 
tice. in hand, but we could not imagine which of the 
Princes was bold enough to ſpeak to her of Love beſore 
the Obſequies of Alexander. We were thus buſied, when 
Arbates who had perccived what he had loſt, came back 
into our Chamber in a great deal of Trouble. He ſcem'd 


to be much ſtrucken when he found that Letter in * 
Hane 93 


in our 
Jands, 
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Hands, and he was in doubt which way he ſhould re- 
ceive that Trick of Familiarity, but Loncates ſtept to 
him, and reſtoring it with a ſmiling Countenance, Be 


not offended at our Curioſity, Arbates, (ſaid he) our 


Deſign was only to inſtruct our ſelves in your Loves, 
to jeſt with you a little, and not at all to do you 
any Diſlervice; but if that deſire hath made us commit 
an Incivility, you have at leaſt this Satisfaction, that 
tho) we have Read ir, we are not a jot wiſer than be- 
fore. C 90 SARA 
Arbrtes his Face began to clear up a little at thoſe 
Words, and taking the Letter again from Loncates, after 
he had bethought himſelf a while ; I ſhould have been 
very ſorry (faid he) if this Letter had fallen into the 
Hands of other Perſons leſs Diſcreet than you are, but 
the knowledge I have both of your Fidelity, and Con- 
ſtancy in keeping a Secret, would even oblige me to de- 
clare this to you, if you would promiſe me not to abuſe 
the Confidence J have in you. Our deſire to know that 
Buſineſs, caus'd us to make him all the Proteftations he 
could with for; and when he believed he was ſecure 
enough, we ſat down,” and he ſpoke to us on this man- 
ner: OM 

I hazard not ſo ſmall a Matter in diſcovering what 
you defire to learn of me, that you ſhould think it a 


lüght Obligation; for in revealing this Secret I offend a 


Man of great Authority, and one that would never par- 
don me, if I ſhould difſervethim: But befides the Aſſu- 
rance I have in your Promiſes,” which I believe invioli- 
ble, I ſee this Man carries Matters in ſuch a manner that 
they cannot much longer be concealed; and that the 
Miſtrefs whom I ſerve, condemns his Follies, and would 
be much difpleaſed that T had meddled in them. You 
have heard of caſſander the Son of Artipater, whom A.- 
lexandep, when he came into Aſia, left Vice-Roy in Ma- 
cechnia, and in all thoſe Territories he had conquered in 
Engpe ; where he acquired fo great Credit and Autho- 
ity, that among the Orreks and Macedomians, Alexander 
himſelf was never more abſolute than he. We know ve- 

well (faid we) the Reputation of Caſſander and of 
Mtipater, and we'are not ignorant, that among the Prin- 
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ces of Alexanders Court, there were very few that held 


Queen; he is moſt deſperately in love with her, and he 


in Greece with his Father Antipater, who, as I have told 
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ſo lofty a Station as they. Tis that Caſſander (replied 
Arbates) who writes this Letter you have read unto the 


has given her Teſtimonies of it which have mortally of. 
fended her, and redoubled the Averſion ſhe has naturally 
againſt him; *rwas almoſt by force that he obliged ne 
to take charge of delivering this Letter, and I toreſaw 
ſo little Satisfaction to my ſelf in this Commiſſion tha: 
I have not been very zealous in performing it; but becauſe Þ 
Heſione has acquainted me with ſome Particulars of that 
Love, and of the firſt Intimations he gave of it, I will be 
very free in relating them to you. 

It was a little before the Expedition into the Indies that 

ander came to be near Alexander, having been bred uy 


you, had an abſolute Authority there. The Conſiderati- 
on of the Father, who by many Victories, obtained to 
the Advantage of the Macedonians, made himſelf necelk. 
ry, and almoſt terrible to the King, advanc'd the Son to 
one ot the chiefeſt Places about him, fo that at the very 
firſt he was treated as the neareſt, and moſt conſiderable 
Princes. I know not whether it was then that he fell 
in Love with the Queen; but the firſt Knowledge ſz 
had of it was at Paſargada, where a Sickneſs ſhe had, 
detained her for ſome time, while Alexander arrived at 
Suſa, where he married Queen Statira in the abſence of 
his former W.fe. The King taking his way toward Suſa, 
where all Things were quiet, left Caſſander and Selexcuy 
to guard the Queen with ſome part of his Forces, and 
thoſe two Princes never went from her till ſhe was re 
turned to Suſa. I had been her Servant from the taking 
of Tyre, and your Departure from Sidon, which was five 
or ſix Months before the Battel of Arbella; and that gre 
Princeſs was pleaſed ſo much to value ſome ſmall Service 
that I did her, that from an ordinary Condition, ſhe ra 


. Ted me to a conſiderable Rank amongſt | thoſe about her 


During the Queen's Indiſpoſition, Caſſander ſtirred nd 
from her, but when his Preſence was unſeaſonable ; an 
in all his Actions he ſhewed an Uneaſineſs which coul 
not proceed merely from his Zeal, and Fidelity to" 
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King. When he was near her, his Eyes were perpetually 
fix d upon her Face, but t̃was wich Troubles and Pi- 
ſtractions of Mind, which took away part of his Un- 
derſtanding; and if he was obliged to ſpeak to her, he 
did it with ſo much Confuſion and Diſorder, that it was 
eaſy to judge he was poſſeſſed with ſome very 00g 
Paſſion, One Day when the Queen asked him if he ha 
heard any News out of Greece ſince the return from the 
Indies, inſtead of anſwering to that Queſtion, It is a De- 
cree of the Deſtinies (ſaid he) who diſpenſe not all things 
with Juſtice, The Queen by that Reply eaſily knew in 
what manner his Mind was engaged; ſhe had begun to 
obſerve it on many ſuch like Occaſions, and at that time 
not being able to forbear Laughing; Behola (laid ihe) a 
very ſatistactory Anſwer, and very much to the Purpoſe ! 
Caſjander coming to himſelf, perceived the Fault he had 
committed ; he excuſed it as well as he could, but tho? 
he had a very good Wit, he did but entangle himſelf the 
more, and by that laſt concern ſhewed greater Marks of 
the Confuſion of his Mind than before. At ſuch Hours 
as the Queen took herReſt, or was not in a condition to 
be ſeen, he ſtirred not from her Chamber-door ; and as 
Toon as any of her Maids, or neceſſary Officers of her 
Chamber came forth, he ran to enquire how the Queen 
did, with ſuch a Care as viſibly teſtified the particular 
Intereſt he had in her Health. The Queen who was told 
of it, and who knew not the true Cauſe, was very well 
pleaſed with him for his Diligence; ſhe writ the Kin 
word of it her ſelf, and many times expreſſed her ac- 
knowledgment to Caſſander in very obliging Words. As 
ſoon as ſhe was able to leave her Bed, and that within a 
while after ſhe began to go out of her Chamber, he would 
never ſuffer any body but himſelf to attend upon her; in 
doing which, he had the advantage to hold her by the 
Hand, and the liberty to entertain her almoſt all the day. 
One time being in the Chamber with her, and ſome of 
her Maids, the Queen went to the Look ing- glaſs to mend 
her Head-dreſſing, and in the interim the blinded Caſſan- 
der ſeeing her Back turned toward him, and not conſide- 


ring that by the Reflection of the Glaſs ſhe ſaw all that 


was done in the Chamber, could not forbear ſtretching 
Vol. III. | + I out 
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out his Hands by his fide, bowing down his Head with 
a beſeeching Air, and doing Poſtures, which had ſome. 
thing in 'them very ridiculous, if confidered by Perſons 
without Paſſion : The Queen who eafily diſcerned all he 
did, turned toward him quite furprized, and that fo ſud- 
denly, that ſhe found him ſtill in the ſame Condition, 
What's the matter Caſſander, (ſaid ſhe) are you fooliſh, 
and do you take Notice what do? Caſſander was 
Tonfounded: at this Encounter, for which he was not pre. 
pared”; but ſeeing himfelf forced to Reply; © Fam not 
very wiſc, Madam, (anſwered he) but your Majeſty ſees 
but the lighteſt Marks of my Folly. Theſe Words cau- 
Fed ſome Suſpicion in the Queen, which kept her from 
preſſing him further; and reflecting upon many other 
Actions of that Nature which ſhe had obſerved, ſhe be- 
gan to doubt ſomething of the Truth; but that ſame day 
dhe diſcovered more evident Proofs of it. She received 
unwelcome News from Suſa, by one of her Servants ſhe 
nad ſent thither, who brought her word that the King, 
more than ever in love with the Princeſs Statira, was de- 
termined to Marry her, and that the Buſineſs was gone 
£6 far, that there was very little likelihood of hindering 
It. This touched the Queen with fo ſenſible a Griet, that 
*rwas impoſlible for her to_difſemble it; ſhe wept all 
the reſt of the Day, and complained of the King's Incon- 
Nancy in Terms which ſufficiently teſtified how much ſhe 
was afflicted. Caſſander hearing of it, went to wait upon 
Her, and ſeeing ſome Tears fall from her Eyes, he could 
not ſo far command his Paſſion, but that it forced him to 
Tay aloud, Thoſe precious Tears, Madam, cannot be 
Tecompenced but by all the Blood of thoſe that are the 
Cauſe of them; but if your Majeſty be offended, why 
do you not make uſe of the Power you have over Caſſan- 
Her? The Queen, who knew not at firſt how ſhe ſhould 
Interpret thoſe Words, turning toward him ; And what 
would you do for me (ſaid ſhe) in a Misfortune to which 
the'Gods alone can give Remedy or Conſolation ? T would 
do all (replied Caſſander briskly) that can be expected 
from a Man to whom Empire, to whom Life, and to 
whom even Honour it ſelf is not conſiderable, in reſpect 


| ef your Commands, and of the Occaſions to ſerve you ; J 


would 
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would neither regard Blood, nor Sex, nor Dignity, and 
to obey you I would violate the Faith that is dueto Men, 
ander pronounced theſe Words (which were violent e- 


nough of themſelves) with ſuch a Violence, as did ſuffici- 

ently diſcover the Paſſion that animated him; and the 
Queen from thence being confirm'd in her Suſpicions, 
would not give him any occaſion to clear them more ful- 


ly, but contented her ſelf with replying : You would 
be able to do nothing for me, Caſſander, ſince that in this 


Misfortune I am injured only by my Maſter, and my King, 


againſt whom I ought not ſo much as to complain. Ca, 
ſander was ready to make anſwer, (and perhaps ſuch an 
one as would no longer have ſuffered her to doubt of his, 
Paſlion) if the Queen, who had a mind to break off that 
Converſation, had not remoyed out of her place, and 
began another Diſcourſe. In the mean time, f 


commanded that order ſhould be given about her Equi- 


page, and prepared her ſelf for a Departure which ſhe 


believed ſhe had deferr d but too long already. That 
Evening ſhe went down into the Garden, where ſhe 
walked in a covered Ally with Seleucus and Caſſander ; 
but Caſſander having found Means to free himſelf of Se- 
leucus, by ſome occaſion which he put him in mind of on 
the ſudden, remained alone with the Queen, and ſeein 

that Heſione, and her other Maids, were far enough off 
not to overhear what he ſaid, he thought he could not 
find a more favourable Opportunity to diſcover his Paſſi- 
on to the Queen, than now when ſhe was in an ill Hu- 
mour againft the King, judging with Reaſon that no- 
thing is ſo powerful to alienate the Affection of a Wite 
from her Husband, and make her capable of another, as 
her knowledge that ſhe is undervalued by him. "Twas 
this Opinion that made him the bolder, and drawing an 
Occaſion of Diſcourſe from the Queen's Trouble, aſter 
he had continued a while in ſome Diſorder ; Madam, 
(faid he at laſt, with a Voice full of Concern and Fear) 


the King muſt needs be very much blinded, ſince he fer 
} Ig E 2 another 
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ading her 


ſelt ſtrong enough to undergo the Journey, and being 
deſirous to take her way toward Suſa the next day, ſhe 


" 
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another Beauty forſakes the moſt charming, and the moſt 
accompliſned one the Gods ever created. Ah ! if they 
had but granted ſuch a Fortune as his to other Men 
He made a ſtop at theſe Words, and the Queen whom 
they had diſpleaſed, being willing to put an end to 
them ; The King (ſaid ſhe) Caſſander, knows me for ſuch 
as J am, nor is it neceflary you ſhould take further know. 
ledge of it. I would it had pleaſed the Gods (cried the 
1onate Caſſander, lifting up his Eyes to Heaven) ! 
would it had pleaſed the Gods that I had never had that 
fatal Knowledge which hath drawn me from that of my 
ſelf, which has deprived me of my Reaſon, and de- 
firoy'd my Repoſe for the whole Remainder of my 
Life. 
The Queen needed no more to make her apprehend 
that he had utterly loſt the Reſpect he owed her; nor 
indeed did ſhe ſuffer him any longer, but thruſting him 
back with the Hand he held her by, after ſhe had looked 
upon him with Eyes kindled with a juſt Indignation : 


| Get you gone, infolent Man, (faid ſhe) go die for the 


Expiation of your Fault, and believe that only my con- 
tempt of you, faves you from thoſe Puniſhments you de- 
ſerve, and prevents the King's Ears from hearing of the 
Impudence of his Subject. At theſe Words, without 
MNaying for a Reply, ſhe leſt him quite confounded, and 
beſides himſelf ; and calling Heſione, and the reſt of 
her Maids, ſhe went to the other ſide of the Ally, fo 
provok'd at the Offence ſhe had received, that for all the 
zeſt of the day, it was impoſſible for her to ſettle her ſelf 
again. 
The next Morning ſhe departed from Paſargada ; but 
Caſſander came not near her Chariot that day, nor did he 
Jo much as appear before her during all the reſt of the 
Journey; but when ſhe was come to Suſa, and that he 
no longer was in Office about her, he paſſed by no Oc- 
caſion of ſeeing her: yet had he never the Boldneſs to 
ſpeak to her, nor come near her, and he only fed his 
Sight, without contenting himſelf any other way. At 
the Temple he always took a place from whence he 
cui ht behold her at Liberty, and be ſeen by her, * as 
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often as ſhe lift up her Eyes, ſhe perpetually met Caſſan- 
gers fix d upon her, and ſaw him do an hundred Actions 
that were ſufficient to make his Paſſion obſery'd by any 
body that had been concern'd in it. The Queen Who 
had other Occaſions enough to be in ill Humour, and who- 
ſince the King's laſt Marriage was fallen into a deep Diſ- 


content, Was exaſperated at this Perſeverance of Caſſan- 
der's, and was often ready to let her Indignation break 


forth; but ſhe was with-held by many Conſiderations, 
and ſatisfied her ſelf with only complaining to Eeſicne, 
and giving her expreſs Charge to rid her of him. Tell 


| that inſolent Fellow, (ſaid ſhe) that J forbid him my ſight 


for ever, that I will ruin him, if he ſhun it not, as care- 
fully to obey me, as he hath ſought it to diſpleaſe me ;. 
and that, in ſhort, 1 will make the King acquainted with. 
his Folly, at the firſt ſign he gives me of its Continuati-- 


on. Heſione told Caſſander what the Queen had comman- 
ded her, and he was thereby reduced to great Extremi-- 


ties. He was afraid of Alexander, who on ſome Occaſi- 


on had already ſhewed an Averſion to him ; he ſeared: 


Roxana, upon whom his Life depended with a much more: 
abſolute Power, but he had much ado to diſpoſe his mind 
to that tyrannical Obedience ſhe required of him. The: 
Queen (ſaid he to Heſione) is not ſatisfied with having: 


forbidden me to ſpeak to her, but ſhe alſo forbids me the 


fight of her; Ah ! Heſione, this is a ſtrange Kind of U- 
fage, and tho' I am not ignorant what I ewe to Alexan- 
der's Wife, I am not ignorant what I ſhall be able to do- 
upon my ſelf to ſhew my Obedience; her Anger is much 
more terrible to me, than that of Alexander, and I love 
my Life too little to be touched with any other fear, ſave 
that of diſpleaſing her. From that time forward, never- 
theleſs, he was more wary than he had been formerly, 
and as much as poſſibly he could, avoided the Occafions 
of offending her. But not long after ſhe went from S 
to Babylon ; and Caſſander, to whom the Cauſe of her de- 
parture was not unknown, meeting Heſione a little before 
her going away; Tell the Queen (fi te) that T am Gil 


the ſame ; that her rigorous Ulage c mole me 
ehange ; and if in the Diſcontent that carries her from 
K 2 hence, 
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hence, ſhe hath need of a bold and truſty Perſon, either 
to revenge, or free her ſelf, ſhe may remember the Power 
the hath over me, and the Offers I made her at Paſarga. 
aa. This Meflage was told the Queen; but it was to no 
Purpoſe at that time, and hath ſince only ſerv'd to ſtreng. 
then her in the Suſpicions ſhe hath againft him. The 
"Queen being come to Balyler, led a very melancholly 
Life ; and the Remembrance of thoſe Advantages which 
Queen Statira had over her, in the mind of the King her 
Husband, fretted her with fo ſenſible a Vexation, that 
The could not poſſibly diſſemble it. I know not whether 
that Reſentment awakened the Memory of Prince Oro. 
dates in her, or whether ſhe had preſerved it all the time 
of his Abſence ; but however it were, when I leaſt thought 
of it, ſhe ſent for me into her Cloſet, and did me the Ho- 
nour to ſay ; Arbates, J cannot conceal from you the 
Thoughts I till have for the ungrateful Prince of Scythia, 
and tho? I have fo many juſt Cauſes of Complaint againſt 
him, and that I am not ignorant what I owe unto the 
King my Husband, yet can I not oppoſe that dear Remen- Wi 
brance, and the Image of that inſenſible Man comes ſtill 
into my Mind with as much Power as ever: Not but that 
Tam reſolved to keep my ſelf within the ſtrife? Rules 
of my Duty, nor but that I would pay unto the King, 
(as changeable and inconſtant as he is) whatſoever he could 
have expected from me in his moſt ardent Affections. 1 
have not any Intention to draw that ungrateful Man hi- 
ther to me, nor to endeavour yet to win him; but I muſt 
Jearn what is become of him, and I cannot be ſatisfied, 
till I know whether he be yet alive, what his Fortune is, 
znd in what Climate he makes his Abode. Tis the Cru- 
elty of my Fate, which even in my higheſt Proſperity 
impos'd that rigorous Remembrance, to moderate all my 
Je icities; and the Gods have been pleaſed to counter- 
La ance the Greatneſs they heretofore beſtowed upon me, 
ty a Misfortune which hath hindred me from taſting the 
Swerttne's of it. To theſe Words, and ſome others, the 
Queen added a Command ſhe laid upon me, to go into 
2 to enquire aſter the Prince, demanding 33 
2 


e from my Journey, but that I would bring her — 
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word in what Place, and in what Condition he was. E 
went from Babylon with this Intention; but I will nor 
trouble you with the Particulars of my Journey, all 1 
ſhall need to tell you, is, that I arrived in Sia with- | 
out any conſiderable Encounter, and that having ſpent 
ſome time ſecretly in the Court, which I found deſolate: 

for the Prince's Abſence, and for that of the Princeſs his 
Siſter, who had been ſtolen away not long before, and 
whoſe loſs the King had not been able to bear withour 
an extream Diſplezſure, nor without having armed all. 
the Men for her Recovery, which were capable to ſerve 
him on that Occaſion ; all the News I could learn of the 
Prince, was, chat a while after the Defeat of Zepirio, he 
had ſecretly left the Army he commanded, and had pailed- 
over at Byzamiums without any other Company, ſave A- 
raxes, you two, and a Man that had been brought to tim. 
during the Siege of Crcbilackia. Not 2 to get a 
more ample Information, I returned the ſame way, and. 
arrived not at this Town till two days after the King's 
Death. Altho' I found the Queen as deeply buried in 
Griet, as it was fit ſhe ſhould be for the Greatneſs of her 
Loſs, yet would ſhe hear the Succeſs of my Journey, and 
her Sorrows were augmented by the Account 1 gave her 
of it. From the Time of her Departure from Suſa, ſhe 
had received no new Importunities from Caſſander; but 
efter the King's Death, he did her excecding good Offi- 
ces, and being one ot the moſt powerful among the Prin- 
ces, as well tor the Conſideration of his Father Antipater,. 
as for his own, he declared himſelf loudly for her in all. 
the Aſſemblies that were held for the Election of a Suc- 
ceſſor, made Parties in favour of her, and embraced her 
Intereſt with much Affection, and with much Succeſs. 
The Queen, whoſe Ambition never was the leaſt of her 
Paſſions, and who naturally loves to reign, took his ſervices 
kindly ; yet I do not believe ſhe has any deſign to requite 
them with a particular Affection, but that ſhe received 
them without any intention of engaging her ſelf to him by 
theſe Obligations. 44 40 

The Multitude of Caſſander's Affairs have hindred him, 
as yet, from making his Addreſſes to her again; tho' by 


reaſon of the King's Death, and of the Alteration of Af- 
| E 4 fairs, 
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fairs, he hath ſome Cauſe to hope for more ſucceſs than 
before; but of late the Queen and many other Perſons 


wich her have had Suſpicions, which I may not yer gif. 


cover, and which do not only redouble the Averſion ſhe 
had to him, but make her abhor, and deteſt his yer 
Name. His Quality, and the Condition he is in, forbid 
a clearer ſifting of the Matter; bur tho' it be diſſembled, 
and not ſpoken of, there are ſome Preſumpt ions again 
him, which begin to make him ſuſpected of the blackeſt 
Pei fidioufneſs that ever was. | 

He had done me the Honour ſometimes to ſpeak to me 
when he came to the Queen's Lodgings, yet not with ſo 
much Pamiltarity as that I ſhould-expe& the Employment 
he has given me. But this Morning, as I was ſtanding 
at the Palace Gate, one of his Servants came to me, an 
brought me to his Chamber. I will not repeat all the 
kind Words he uſed to me, nor the Hopes he gave me 
of a greater Fortune, in earneſt whereof he forced me to 
take a Diamond of good Value ; but in the end all his 
Endearments, and all his Liberalities ended in praying 
me to take the Charge of delivering the Letter you have 
ſeen, I refuſed it as much as poſſibly I could, and repre- 
ſented to him the danger I was in of being turned away 
by the Queen, and perhaps more feverely puniſhed for 
that Action; bur notwithſtanding all I could alledge to 
put off that Employment, I could not 17 away with- 
out promiſing that I would uſe my Endeavour to ſerve 
him. | | 

You hear all I know touching his Loves, wherein Ihave 
no deſign to entangle my ſelf for him; the difficulty he 
found in winning Heſione, made him addreſs himſelf to 
me, knowing that the Queen has ſome Confidence in me ; 
but I love my ſelf too well to ſeek my Ruin in this Buſi- 
neſs, and I ſhall find ſome way or other to eaſe my ſelf 
cf it. 5 

The treacherous Arbates made us this Relation of Caſſan- 
der's Loves ; and after having ended his Diſcourſe with 


new unprofitable Conjurations to obey the Queen, he 
took his Leave, and left us in quiet for the reſt of that 
day. r N 


He 


* 


x 


He ſollicited us often from her after that with a great 


deal of Mildneſs ; but we having ſtill reſiſted with the 


ſame Conſtancy, ſhe grew ſo incenſed that ſhe command- 
ed they ſhould put us in Irons, and offer us the Rack, to 


extort that from us by Violence of Puniſhments, which- 


ſhe had not been able to get out of us by other Means. 
Her cruel Miniſters obeyed her, altho* the diſloyal Arba- 
tes ſhewed a feigned Compaſhon of us; we were tor- 
mented with great Severity, but we bad the ſame Firm- 
neſs of Reſolution in Tortures, and thoſe that perſecuted. 
us, were almoſt in deſpair of Succeſs by their Perſecuti- 
ons. After that cruel Day, we had ſeven or eight of- 


Intermiſſion, but that time being expired, they began to- 


torment us again; they uſed us as Spies, and as Perſons. 
that had ſome Deſign againft the Queen's Life, but me 
eſpecially who had been ſurprized in the manner I haye. 
told you. It is certain alſo that in that Accident there 
was Occaſion enough to ſuſpect me; but I believed that 
that which would be more hurtful to me, was the having 
heard by the. Queen's Diſcourſe, the cruel Intention ſhe 
had ſince executed againſt the Princeſſes, and I thought 
with reaſon that being deſirous to conceal from all the. 


World the ſhare ſhe had in their Death, which ſhe cau- 


ſed to be reported in a way very different from the Truth, 
ſhe would infallibly diſpatch me out of the World, it ſhe, 
ſuſpected me to be a witneſs of her Deſigns. I believe 
indeed it was that which made her reſolve upon it; for- 
Yeſterday the Captain that had us in his Cuſtody, being 
come into our Chamber, took off our Irons, and telling, 
us that he would ſet us at Liberty, he made us get up 
behind certain armed Met, and brought us out of the 
Town : I know not for what Reaſon the Queen cauſed. 
us not to be put to Death in Babylon, as ihe might. eaſily 
have done; but whatſoever it was, they carried us a great 
while along the River- ſide, before we could gueſs at any 
thing of our Deſtiny, but at laſt we came into a Valley, 
not far from hence, where thoſe cruel Men having tyed 
us to two Trees, after having in vain tormented us, to 
force a Confeſſion of what we had ſo carefully concealed, . 


they were going to execute their laſt Reſolution, when the 


Cods ſent us this valiant Queen, who by the Effects of her- 
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admirable Courage, ſaved our Lives, and reſtored us our 
Liberty, and our Prince, who is dearer to us than both 
Life and Liberty. | | 

_ Toxaris ended his Narration thus, and the Princes, and the 
Amazon Queen, who had hearkned to him with Wonder, 
remained ſad and penſive at the end of his recital, Prince 
Oroonaates found much Matter of Thought in it, and af. 
fer having been a good while filent ; 1 know nor (ſaid he 
at laſt) by what Crimes I can have moved the Gods to 
ſtir up this Woman to torment me. Her Cruelty ought 
to be ſatisfied with the IIIs ſhe has already made me ſuf. 
fer, but when I thought 1 had been ſecure from all her 
Practices, ſhe revives again to perſecute me more than 
ever. It is probable (ſaid Lyſmachus) ſhe will not ſtop 
at the'e Beginnings, and fince ſhe knows you are come 
out of Sitia, and that by great likelihood ſhe may con- 


jecture you are in this Country, ſhe will leave nothing 


unatten pted to find the Certainty, and to have you in 
her Power. I ſhould think it convenient, if you were 
of the ſame Opinion, that to keep your ſelf from be— 
ing known to her, and to many other Perſons who might 


hurt you, your true Name ſhould not be declared but 


among thoſe whom you ſhall judge worthy of your 
Priendſhip ; and that among others you ſhould be made 
to paſs for Arſacomes, or tor ſome other ſtranger Prince, 
_—_ Name may abuſe thoſe that are leſs intereſ- 
Ted. 
All the Company approved Lyſimachus's Motion, and 
Orocr.dates himſelf having conſented to it at the entreaty 
of the Princes; I do not think (added Lyſmachys) that 
in the Condition Roxana now is, it is hard for her to diſ- 
cover you, and to do you a Miſchief if you continue 
longer here, where I do not believe you are in ſafety, 
being in a place without Defence, and ſo near to Babylon; 
and if your Health would permit, I ſhould think it good 
to remove you into one of thoſe Towns which are at our 
Devotion, or into the Body of our Army, It would be 

very dangerous {ſaid PtoJomeys) to carry the Prince tar i 
in his prcſent Condition; I know a more eaſy Expedient 
for his Safety, and one that is almoſt neceſlary for us; we 
muſt draw our Forces hither, and encamp our m_ a- 
by | out 
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bout this Houſe, by that Means we ſhall guard him till 
he be cured, and bring our Men from a place where they 
have hardly any thing left to ſubſiſt on. You know that 


where they are, Victuals and Forrage begins to fail them, 
and that on this ſide all things are in a better Condition 


ſome of the neighbouring Towns are at our diſpoſing, and 
the open Country will make no Reſiſtance againſt us; the 


Situation of the Place is fair and advantageous for us; the 
Nearnefs of the River-is commodious for our Camp, and 
fince we yet are Maſters of the Field,. we ought to make 
uſe of our time to take all theſe Advantages, « Our Army 
is not ſo far from hence, nor the Days ſo ſhort, but that 
ſending Order thither to day, our Cavalry and part of our 
Infantry may be here to morrow. Eumenes and Lyſima- 
cus preſently confirmed Ptolomeus's Advice, and only O- 
roondates oppoſed the Care they took of him; but when 
he ſaw that it was advantageous for them however, and 
that that Order was almoſt neceſſary, he conſented to their 
Opinion, and approved the Choice they had made of that” 


place for the Encamping of their Army. It wasthereupon 
8 rcfolved that Eumenes ſhould inſtantly go away to the 


Camp to fetch the Forces, and ſuch Proviſions as could 


| be gotten, and that Prolomeus, whoſe Credit was great, 


and whoſe Vertue was much conſider'd in that Country, 


& ſhould take Horſe, attended by Araxes, Cleantes, and ſome 


of his own Followers, to ſpend the reſt of ther Day, 
and part of the next, viſiting ſome Neighbouring Places, 
trom whence they hoped for Subſiſtence. This Reſoluti- 
on was no ſooner ' ſettled, but it was put in Execution 
and the two Prinees taking a ſhort Leave of thoſe they left, 
at the ſame time went two different ways; and only K) 


= /imachus, the fair Amazon, and ſome Servants, remained 
ſtill with Oroondates. | 4 


n 


Then it was that be began his Endearment again to 


J E\ſ/machus with more Liberty than' before; and then theſe 


two generous Friends gave one another a mutual Accoune 


af their particular Adventures, and of their moſt ſecren 


Thoughts. They both asked Toxaris and Loncates many 


Queſtions, but they could tell them nothing of their 
Princeſs, and proteſted to them, that till their coming 


thi- 


* 
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thither they never heard of their being alive; that in Ba- 
bylon every body believed them dead, and that their Loſs 
had fo ſtirred up the People, that nothing but their fear of 
the Forces of Roxana, Perdiccas, and their Aſſociates, ke 
them in Obedience; that Roxana declared her ſelf inno- 
cent of their Death, and diſavowed all that Yyreus had re. 
ported before he died. | | 
Lyſsmachus having asked Lencates concerning the Order 
that was obſerv'd in the Towns, he told him their Guards 
were very ſtrict, and that the Wounds Perdiccas had late- 
ly received, hindered not Caſſander, Seleucus, Alcetas, and 
the reſt from keeping all things in a good Condition, nor 
from drawing Forces together on all ſides ; this was all 
the two Princes could learn from thoſe two Men, whoſe 
Impriſonment had deprived them of a more particular 
Knowledge of Things. Part of the Day was ſpent in 
this Converſation, and the Remainder of it was given to 
the wounded Prince's Repoſe ; but ſcarce was he awake 
the next Morning, when he ſaw Lyſimachus come into his 
Chamber with a certain Herb in his Hand, and with an 
extraordinary Joy in his Countenance. 
Oroondates after he had received, and returned the good 
mozrow, asked him the Cauſe of it, and Lyſmadus ſit- 
1 ting down by his Bed-ſide; I believe (ſaid he) that 1 
1 11 bring you a ſpeedy Cure, and if I am not the moſt decei- 
+ ved in the World, I ſhall fee you in perfect Health with- 
WT  tnthis Week; and to make you give Credit to my words, 
Know that in our Journey to the Indies, Itolomeus our 
dear Friend having been dangerouſly wounded in a Fight 
we had againſt the Barbarians, Alexander who loved and 
. him very much, was ſo extreamly grieved at 
it, that he could receive no Conſolation; he cauſed him 
to be put in his own Bed, and lying there with him, ſaw 
his Wound dreſſed with a great deal of Concern, The 
- Chirurgions were in deſpair of his Life, when the Gods 
to whom it was dear, ſent the King a miraculous Dream 
in favour of that Prince; for he was no ſooner aſleep, 
but he dreamed that he ſaw a Dragon holding an Herb in 
> his Mouth, which was to ſerve for Ptolomens's Cure. 
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When the King awaked, he told his Dream to thoſe 
that were preſent, and deſcribed the Form of that Herb, 
whereof he had preſerved the Remembrance ; and ſome 
of the Inhabitants of that place having aſſured him, that 
there grew ſuch a one in that Country, he cauſed it to be 
ſought for every where, and thoſe that were ſent about 
ic, employed their time ſo ſucceſsfully, that they brought 
him the wonderful Herb he dad ſeen in his Dream; it 
was preſently applied to Folomenus's Wound, and by an 
| unheard of Prodigy, the Pain was inſtantly aſſuaged, and 
the Wound quite healed up within three Days. The 
marvellous Effect of this Herb made us all obſerve it care- 
fully, that we might be able to know it again, to make | 
uſe of it in the like Occaſions, but I never found any 
ol it in this Country till this Morning, when as I was 
Walking in the Wood, I thought I ſaw ſomething very 
ure it growing by the {ide of the Brook; I gathered it | 
With a great deal of Satisfaction, and I am the moſt de- | 
ceived of all Men living, it it be not the very ſame which 
produces thoſe miraculous Effects. Amintas came into the | 
Chamber as they were talking, and Lyſfimachzus having | 
| ſhewed it him, he cry'd out joytully, and confirmed his | 
= Maſter in that Opinion. He prefently took the Herb, 
and having prepared it, he apply'd it to Oroondates's. 
BZ Wounds. That new Remedy quickly drew ſleep upon 
his Eye-lids, and Lyſmachus retiring, went to tell the, 
Queen of his good Fortune, and of the hope he had con- | 
ceived. Thaleſiris was extreamly joyed at it, and coming, i 
into the Prince's Chamber ſome Hours after, he told them 
a his awaking that he felt himſelf ſtrangely eaſed, and 
chat be hoped his Remedy would be as ſucceſsful as he 
had promiſed, Pfolomeus came in within a little after, 
and having preſently heard that welcome News, he by 
his Teftimony redoubled the hrince's Hopes. Orcondates- 
his fear of being kept in-Bed by his Wounds while o- | 
thers were fighting, made him ſenſible of his Fortune, | 
and 'twas that rather than any Love of his Life that | 
ö made him with Joy expect his Cure, without which | 
he could not ſecond his generous Friends in his own 


; S Quarrel. 
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thither they never heard of their being alive; that in Ba- 
bylon every body believed them dead, and that their Loſs 
had ſo ſtirred up the People, that nothing bur their fear of 
the Forces of Roxana, Perdiccas, and their Aſſociates, kept 
them in Obedience; that Roxana declared her ſelf inno- 
cent of their Death, and diſavowed all that Tyrexs had re- 
ported before he died. TY 
Lyſimachus having asked Lencates concerning the Order 
that was obſerv'd in the Towns, he told him their Guards 
were very ſtrict, and that the Wounds Perdiccas had late- 
ly received, hindered not Caſſander, Seleucus, Alcetas, and 
the reſt from keeping all things in a good Condition, nor 
from drawing Forces together on all ſides ; this was all 
the two Princes could learn from thoſe two Men, whoſe 
Impriſonment had deprived them of a more particular 
Knowledge of Things. Part of the Day was ſpent in \ 
this Converſation, and the Remainder of it was given to 
the wounded Prince's Repoſe ; but ſcarce was he awake 
the next Morning, when he ſaw Lyſimachus come into his 
Chamber with a certain Herb in his Hand, and with an 
extraordinary Joy in his Countenance. 
. Oroondates after he had received, and returned the good 
morrow, asked him the Cauſe of it, and Hſimachus ſit- 
ting down by his Bed-fide ; I believe (ſaid he) that 1 
bring you a ſpeedy Cure, and if I am not the moſt decei- 
ved in the World, I ſhall ſee you in perfect Health with- 
in this Week; and to make you give Credit to my words, 
Know that in our Journey to the Indies, Itolomeus our 
dear Friend having been dangerouſly wounded ina Fight 
we had againſt the Barbarians, Alexander who loved and 
conſidered him very much, was ſo extreamly grieved at 
tt, that he could receive no Conſolation; he cauſed him 
to be put in his own Bed, and lying there with him, faw 
his Wound dreſſed with a great deal of Concern. The 
Chirurgions were in deſpair of his Life, when the Gods 
to whom it was dear, ſent the King a miraculous Dream 
m favour of that Prince; for he was no ſooner aſleep, 
but he dreamed that he ſaw a Dragon holding an Herb in 
dis Mouth, which was to ſerve for Ptolomens's Cure. 
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Wnen the King awaked, he told his Dream to thoſe 
that were preſent, and deſcribed the Form of that Herb, 
whereof he had preſerved the Remembrance ; and ſome 
of the Inhabitants of that place having aſſured him, that 
there grew ſuch a one in that Country, he cauſed it to be 
ſought for every where, and thoſe that were ſent about 
ic, employed their time ſo ſucceſsfully, that they brought 
him the wonderful Herb he dad ſeen in his Dream ; it 
was preſently applied to Ftolomens's Wound, and by an 
unheard of Prodigy, the Pain was inſtantly aſſuaged, and 
the Wound quite healed up within three Days. The 
maryellous Effect of this Herb made us all obſerve it care- 
fully, that we might be able to know it again, to make 
uſe of it in the like Occaſions, but I never found any 
of it in this Country till this Morning, when as I was 
walking 1n the Wood, I thought I ſaw ſomething very 


like it growing by the fide of the Brook; I gathered it 


with a great deal of Satisfaction, and I am the moſt de- 
ceived ot all Men living, it it be not the very ſame which 


produces thoſe miraculous Effects. Amintas came into the 


Chamber as they were talking, and Lyſimachus having 
ſhewed it him, he cry'd out joytully, and confirmed his 
Maſter in that Opinion. He preſently took the Herb, 
and having prepared it, he apply'd it to Orcondates's. 
Wounds. That new Remedy quickly drew ſleep upon 
his Eye-lids, and Lyſimachus retiring, went to tell the. 
Queen of his good Fortune, and of the hope he had con- 
ceived, Maleſiris was extreamly joyed at it, and coming 
into the Prince's Chamber ſome Hours after, he told them. 
at his awaking that he felt himſelf ſtrangely eaſed, and 
that he hoped his Remedy would be as ſucceſsful as he 
had promiſed. Pfolomeus came in within a little after, 
and having preſently heard that welcome News, he by 
his Teftimony redoubled the Prince's Hopes. Orcondates- 
his fear of being kept in-Bed by his Wounds while o- 
thers were fighting, made him ſenſible of his Fortune, 
and "twas that rather than any Love of his Life that 
made him with Joy expect his Cure, without which 
he could not ſecond his generous Friends in his own 
Quarrel. | - 


The 
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The Sun was beginning to decline, when Lyſmady; 
looking out at Ihaleſtris's Chamber- Window, obſerved a 
Duſt, which roſe from under the Feet of the Cavalry 
which Eumenes brought ; within a while after they gif. 
cerned the Troops, and ſaw Eumenes himſelf arrive, ac- 
companied with ſome Commanders of the Army. Thale. 
ftris,” Lyſimackus and Ptolom eus went out of tle Houſe to 
meer nim, and having received him according to the 
Friendſhip that wes among them, they went trrward to. 
wards certain Chariots that came after nim, wherein were 
the two Priaceiles Apamia and vine the Laughters of 
Artab 5s, and Wives of Helmes and Eumeret, with 
many other Ladies whoſe Husbands were in the Army, 
Thaleſtris who was iuſtructed in the Quality of thoſe Prin. 
celies, welcomed them with nuch Kindneſs and Civility, 
and Clecne who was come out with her, no ſooner ſaw 
them, bur ſhe ran to them with open, Arms, and recei- 

ving them with an Exceſs of Joy, by her Rencounter gave 
them a marvellous Conſolation. They had heard by Eu. 
menes that the two Princeſſes were alive, to whom they 
had a very near Relation, and to whom they had ever 
been moſt dear, and their Gladneſs at that News was 
eahly obſerved in their Faces. While the Princes gave 
order for the Encamping of the Army which began to ar- 
rive, the Princeſſes under the Conduct ot Thaleſtris went 
into the Houſe, and ſo vp into Oroondates's Chamber; 
The Prince who was advertiſed of their coming, and 
who conſidered them extreamly, both for the ſake of Bar- 
ina their Siſter, and for that of their illuſtrious Hus- 
bands, gave them a Reception full of Reſpect, and by all 
manner of ways teſtified how great a Senſe he had of the 
Honour they did him. | 

Aſter the firſt Compliments, their Diſcourſe was of Bar- 
ſena, whoſe Goodneſs the Prince commended, in Terms 
which made her Siſters ſee he was not ungrateful for the 
good Offices he had received from her. They told the 
Prince who asked where ſhe was, that ſhe had been de- 
tained at Suſa by ſome ſmall Indiſpoſition, and by the 
Noiſe of thoſe cruel Revolutions that had happened at 
Babylon ; that ſhe had lately ſent them Word ſhe- would 


ere long ſet forward on her Journey toward them, 15 
P | J 


Bock II.  CASSUNDRA. Li, 


by reaſon of the Authority of their Husbands ſhe belie- 
ved her Retreat would be more fate, They were in this 
Converſation with Oroondates, when the other Princes af- 
ter having diſpoſed the Camp, and taken ſuch Order in 
all things as was neceſſary, camè into the Chamber, and 
join'd all together in a very pleaſing Entertainment. It 
was reſolved, by Oroondates his Advice, that as ſoon as 
he was recovered, and the other Ladies arrived who were 
to come with their Husbands to the general Rendezyous, 
the Men ſhould leave Polemon's to the Ladies, and retire 
to lie in far more commodious Tents, which the Princes 

had cauſed to be brought along with the Army, fince 

the Houſe could mot beg enough for ſo great a Compa- 
ny, and that the Princes had a great deal of convenient 
Room in their Tents. When they had ſpent part of the 


Night in theſe Diſcourſes, the Company withdrew to their 


ſeveral Chambers, where they were accommodated as 


well as poſſibly they might, and where they all reſted. 
with much Tlanquillity. 


ze End of ike Second Book. 
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BOOK III. 


Olemon's Houſe was ſeated at the Foot of a 
little Hill, about five or ſix hundred Paces 
from the Exphrates : On that fide toward 
the. River it was ſheltered with a high 
Wood, which reached from the Garden- 
Walls almoſt to the Bank of it ; on that 
toward the Hill there were many Vineyards, and on thi 
other two, an open Plain of a vaſt and ſpacious Breadth ; 
on the ide towards Babylon it ſpreads it ſelf to the very 
Gates, and on the other as far as the Temple of Apollo. lt 
was in that the Princes cauſed their Army to encamp, co- 
vering themſelves on the fide toward their Enemies with 
the Wood, and with the Hill, By break of Day al! 
their Tents were ſet up, and part of the Field was po'- 
ſeſt with Soldiers, who made an end of ſeating themſelves 
| commo- 
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commodiouſly enough; yet were they ſnut up within 
certain Limits, and the greateſt part of it was reſerved 
for the Forces that were ſtill ho Come up, whoſe Number 
| alſo was like to be much greater than that which was al- 
| ready quartered. 


E * | Oroondates having reſted very well all Night, at his 
bg | waking found himſelf viſibly amended ; and as a Prodigy 
=, | admired the wonderful Effect of Ptelorzrers's Herb; the 


| Princes no ſooner heard it, but they went into his Cham- 

ber to congratulate the beginning ot his Recovery, At- 

ter fome Diſcourſes they had upon that Subject, they fell 

to deliberate of their Affairs, and cauſing thoſe to with- 

| draw who were not of the Council, Prebmeus asked the 

prince of Scyihia's Advice touching the beginning of that 
War. Orcoædates received that Reſpect very civilly, and 
for a long time defired to be excuted if he told not his 
Opinion before ſo many experienced Commanders; but 
being willing to gain Time for his Cure, and to retard 
the Progreſs of thoſe Things which might be done with- 
out him, when he was forced by the Entreaty of the reſt 
Ito ſpeak his Mind, he declared, that he thought it not fit 
to make any Attempt before their Allies were come up, 
Fthinking them yet too weak to undertake any thing a- 
gainſt ſo many Princes as were of their Enemies Party; 
but to this Propoſition Plolomeus anfwered, That it was 
true they were weak, but they were ſure their Enemies 
Prere not ſtronger in the Field than they, and that the 
Pupplies they expected could not arrive before theirs. 
Owondates ſecing himſelf ſtopped by that Reply; Howe- 
rer (ſaid he) you ought to make known the Reafons you 
have to begin this War againſt them who heretofore were 


ot of 2 
| Paces 
toward 
a high 
zarden- 


* , our Friends, as well to keep the Reputation you have 
. zetten, as to Intereſt all the World in the Juſtice of your 
ge very i Quarre] ; if I be not miſtaken, 'tis the ordinary Courſe : 
9%. 1 nd many Perſons who would caſt themſclves into your 
np, c- nemies Party if you made an unjuſt War, will without 


poubt embrace yours when they ſhall know the Equity of 


3 Jour Cauſe. Since it is only for the Liberty of the Prin- = 
24 of. eſles you rake up Arms, you ſhall firſt ſend to demand = 
Ae em of your Enemies, and if they refuſe to deliver them, | 


you may then denounce War againſt them; thus you will 


dommo- 
228 ſhun 
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ſhun the Reproach they might caſt upon you, of having 
ſurprized them under the Shadow of your ancient Friend. 
ſhip, and by this Declaration you ſhall make, they can 
leara nothing of your Deſigu which is not known to them 
already, and for which they are not already prepared, 
After this Caution, which frees us from Blame both be. 
fore the Gods and Men, we ſhall march to the Battel 
with more Confidence and more Approbation ; and if 
the Gods bleſs our Enterprize with a happy Succeſs, Lyſj- 
machizs and I by your Afliſtance ſhall recover our Prin. 
ceſſes, and fo many gallent Men who fo charitably en- 
gage themſelves in our Fortune, ſhall by their Armies 
enlarge their Dominions, and obtain the Territories cf 
thoſe we conquer. The Gods know with how much 
trouble I ſhall remain almoſt uſeleſs amongſt you, being 
unable to augment your Numbers with more than a ſingle 
Man, who perhaps will be one of the moſt inconfidera- | 
ble of your Party ; but you will be pleaſed to pardon 
my want of Power, in regard to the diſtance of my 
Country, and of my Inability to do any thing there, 
by reaſon of the ſevere Humour of the King my Fe 
ther, | 
Lyſimachus interrupted the Prince at theſe Words: 
We hope for more Advantage (ſaid he) from your lingle 
Perſon than from a potent Army, nor ſhall we ever doubt 
of the Victory ſo long as we ſhall fight near you. Thele 
Words were accompanied with many others which the 
Princes uttered in praiſe of Orcondates, and they preſently 
approved the Counſel they had given, of ſending to de- 
mand the Princeſſes. To that end, having thougit 
upon it a while, they made choice of Cleantes and H. 
caſtes, the Squires of Lyſimachus and Ptolomeus, bon 
they judged proper for that Commiſſion , as being 
known Pr Men of Courage, Wiſdom, and Conduct; 
they were inſtantly called, and when they were fully it 
ſtructed what they ſhould do, they took Horſe togetht, 
and went to Babylon. Within a little after, Apamia, 4 
ſionoe, Cleone, and the other Ladies came into the Chau- 
ber, and finding Oroondates ſo well that he might cndur 
Company without Inconveniency, they fat down by Þ 
Bed, and began a plcating Converfation. _— who 
. | cnew 
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knew that Cappadocia, whereof her Kingdom made a part, 
was now the Lot of Eumenes, and who had need of his 


Support and Friendſhip for the Confervation of her Eftate, 


laid hold of that Opportunity to make her ſelf fare of 
both ; and fitting down by him, after that by a Look 
fall of Sweertieſs the had prepared him for the Alliance 
ſhe defired with him; Sir, (ſaid ſhe) we have hitherto 
preſerves our little Dominion either dy Arms or gentler 
Means, and all thofe that have been Maſters of Cappado- 
da, have by one of thoſe Ways ſuffered us to live with- 
in our Limits; I know that the Province where my Pre- 
deceflors and I have Reigned, makes a part of what is 
now at your diſpoſing, but Darius and Alexander who 
had the fame Right, have let us enjoy them peaceably, 
altho' our Forces were too weak to defend them againſt 
ſuch potent Monarchs ; and you are too worthily their 
Succeſſor, not to have the ſame Civility towards Women 
who will eſteem you as they ought to do, and whoſe 
Neighbourhood ſhall never give you any juſt Cauſe of 
Complaint againſt them. Eumenes who was exceeding 
Generous and Civil, received the Queen's Diſcourſe very 
teſpectfully, and anſwered her with that Grace which ac- 


companied all his Words and Actions; I would it plea- 


fed the Gods, Madam, that J could as eaſily imitate A. 
ſexander the Great in the reſt of his Actions, as while I 


lire I will ſurpaſs him in the Conſiderat ion he had of 


you ; the Honour of your Neighbourhood makes me 
peter my part before any of all the reſt of Alexander's Suc- 
celors, and if I could merit that of your Alliance, I 
would employ the Credit of this Company to help me to 
obtain it. | | 

The Queen reply'd to this Compliment with a great 
deal of Submiſſion ; and having enter'd into Alliance with 
him on the ſudden, ſhe offered to encreaſe the Army of 
the Princes with ſome Troops ſhe would cauſe to be rai- 


Ped in her Territories, to which Eumenes ſhould give Paſ- 


age, and let them march with thoſe he expected out of 
afpadecia ; for that Purpoſe ſhe pray'd him to lend her a 
dervant of his to accompany one of her Women whom 


e meant to ſend into Neiſcira, with Order and Com- 
| miſtons 


wee 
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miſſions to Menalippa to leavy Ten Thouſand Amazons, 
and march the ſame way with his Forces. The Princes, 
who could not undervalue ſuch a Supply, gave very great 
Thanks to Thaleſtris ; and that fair Queen not being wil. 8. 
ling to defer the Effect of that Reſolution, went preſent. | »; 
ly into her. Chamber to write her Letters, and. get her 
Diſpatch in ſuch a Readineſs, that her Meſſenger might at 
depart the next Day after : Part of that having been ſpent v 
in theſe Employments,. the Night began already to draw T 


'<f! I If hand 


near, when Cleantes and Lycaſtes returned from Babylon, A 
As ſoon as Lyſimachus ſaw them come in; How now, m. 
Friends, (aid he) what do you bring us? War, Sir, bi 


(anſwered Lycaftes), and tis for War you muſt prepare Pe 
your ſelves, We receive War then, (replied PFtolomeys) Ki 
and 'tis War for which we are already prepared. At ne 
theſe Words the Princes roſe up, and having encompalled I ny 
the two Squires, they deſired to know the Circumſtan- I he 
ces of their Negotiation ; whereupon Cleantes began on | oy 
this manner: | St 

By your Command, my Lord, we went to Babylon, I Lil 
where we arrived without any Difhculty ; we found an hat 
Out-guard on this ſide the Gate, the Soldiers whereof I Ca 
having preſently ſtopt us, we deſired him that command- WF yo 
ed them, to cauſe us to be brought unto Roxana and per- mi. 
diccas, to whom we were deputed by the confederate if the 
Princes. The Captain, who knew the Law of Nations, int. 
having given us a Guard to the Gate, we there met Pen- ter 
ceſtas, to whom we declared the ſame. You could not ¶ nie. 
eome more fitly (ſaid he) to do your Embally ; the N wh 
Queen is now at Perdiccas's Lodging, where the Council ¶ an 
is held to Day, by reaſon that his Wounds will not ſufter I pla, 
him to go to the Palace At theſe Words he made us Pri, 
paſs between two long Files of Soldiers which ſtood on ¶ you 
both ſides of the Street, and led us himſelf to Perdiccas.s WW kno 
Lodging, where we found a -Guard little different from W led: 
that which was wont to be about Alexander. We went up nor 
the Stairs, and entred into Perdiccas's Chamber, where the Wl raif 
Council was already aſſembled ; Penceſtas being gone in. Wthoi 
before, and having given Notice of our Buſineſs, all the WW mai, 


- O 
Princes roſe up, and coming cloſe about us to hear what I don 
„ we 
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we would ſay, put us into the midſt of a half Circle 
which they made about Perdiccas's Bed, at the Head 
whereof Roxana was ſitt ing. The Company conſiſted of 

| Selencus, Caſſarder, Leonatus, Alcetas, Perceſtas, Neoptole- 

| | mus, and ſome others whom I could not well diſcern. 
After having ſhewed our Letters ſeal'd with your Seals, 

and declared the Power we had to ſpeak to them from 


you, Lycaſtes addreſſing himſelf unto Roxana, began thus. 
7 The Princes Lyſimachus, Ptolomens, Eunrenes, and their 
. Aſſociates, armed for the ſame Quarrel, (we made no 


„ mention of the Prince of Scibia, becauſe you had for- 
, bidden us) proteſted that their keeping thoſe Forces on 
e | Foot which they commanded during the Life of the late 
King, and their calling the Aſſiſtance of their Friends, has 
t neither been out of any particular Enmity, nor out of a- 
day deſign to invade the Territories of thoſe who were 
1- || heretofore their Companions ; but to render what the 
n || owe unto the Memory of Alexander, and to ſettle Queen 
Statira his Wife in her due Authority, reſtoring her to 
„ Liberty, and the Princeſs Pariſatis her Siſter, whom you 
in have cruelly and . „ uſed, and whom you keep 
of I Captives contrary to all Juſtice ; it is to demand them at 
d- your Hands that they have ſent us to you, and to pro- 
- niſe you, that as ſoon as you ſhall free and ſatisfy them, 
te I they will draw their Forces out of theſe Parts, and retire 
15 into thoſe Provinces which belong unto themſelves. Af- 
n. ter that Lycaſtes had ſpoken on this manner, we were car- 
wot ned into another Room to give them time to deliberate 
the W what Anſwer they ſhould make. We ſtaid there above 
cil WW an Hour, and then we were called in again to the ſame 
place, where Roxana ſpeaking by the Conſent of all the 
Princes; We have heard (ſaid ſhe) the Propolition of 
your Maſters, which we account as ſtrange, as we well 
know that it proceeds not from the Motive you have al- 
ledged; the Princeſſes whom you demand, neither are, 
nor ever were in our Power, and we cannot take their 
ring of Arms for other than a manifeſt Rebellion againſt 
thoſe to whom they yet owe Obedience, and for a Re- 
mainder of Meleager's Sedition ; yet are we ready to par- 
don them this Fault if they preſently depart out of our 
Terri- 
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Territories, without putting us to the; trouble of driving 

them out by open Force. Theſe Words of Rerana s Mere 

followed by the Murmur of the whole Allembly, which 

expreſſed how much they approved that Anſwer. Lyca. 

ſtes having asked Roxana if ſhe had nothing more to ſay | 
to him, and receiving only a Command to retire; Since | 
you will give no other Satisfaction (ſaid he) to the Prin- 
ces that have ſent us, I denounce War againſt you on | * 
their behalf. He no ſooner had uttered theſe Words, but * 
all that were preſent, caſt forth a loud Cry, and by clap. || * 
ping their Hands teſtified that the word WAR was not 0 
capable to terrify them who had been bred up in it; and | © 
Pe: diccas putting one Arm out of Bed, and ſtriking his K 
Thigh with an Air of Indignat ion; We accept the War ˖ 
with Joy (replied he) from them whom we deſire not for | * 
Friends; and we will make it with them on ſuch a Ta- — 
ſhion, that without doubt they ſhall be weary of it firſt, ſy 
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At theſe Words calling for a Javelin, he broke it in our he 
Preſence, and caſt the Pieces of it at our Feet; and Se- | * 
leucus and Neoptolemus drawing near unto Lycaftes, Tell : 


Ptolomens, (ſaid Seleucus) that we ſhall now bavye a fair 
Field to decide our ancicnt Quarrel. And tell Eumenes | >" 
(added Neoptolemus) that we will quickly make appear Þ 
- the difference there is between a Man of Counſel like ] Pi 
him, and a Man of Action like me. I well perceived 
that all the Company, to whom Eumenes his Valour was 1 
ſuffciently known, did but Smile at Neoptolemus's Roo ©? 
montado, and we were ready to have made him a Reply, = 
but preſently after Roxana commanded us to retire, and ; - 
Alcetas following me to the Stair-head, whiſpered me ig one 
the Ear, and ſaid ſo low that no Body could ' overhear 
him; Cleantes, I did not threaten in publick, but you 
may tell Lyſimachus in particular, that at our firſt En- Ne 
counter, we'll change a Blow or two for Pariſatis. Hef. 
Raid not for an-Anſwer, and our Guard leading us in- 
ſtant ly from the Houſe, accompanied us out of the Town” , 
where we were not ſuffered to make any ſtay ; yet 5f. * 
we patied by we ſaw all manner of Preparations for the 1 
War. 5 8 
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Cleantes gave this Account of the Buſineſs they had 
been employed in; and Oroondates looking upon the Fa- 
ces of his three Friends at the end ef this Diſcourſe, ſaw 
them all kindled with a juſt Indignation. Ptolomeus, wha 
knew Seleutus's Vertue, and eſteemed him extreamly, 
tao' he had been his Enemy, received his Challenge very 
moceltly ; but Emmenes, whoſe Hatred to Neuolei us 
was of another Nature, could not diſſemble his Choler, 
nor kecp himſelf within the Bounds of his ordinary Mo- 
deration. We'll ſee (ſaid he) whether that valiant Man 
of Action can make this Counſellor fly in the open Field 
as he braves and injures him within Doors. And Lyſemas 
chu, whoſe Jcalouſy was revived by Alcetas his Metlage, 
and who dy'd with Grief to know his Miſtreſs was in 
the Hands of that indiſcreet Rival; And I (cried he) 
ſwear by all theGods,thatAlcetas ſhall have the Satisfaction 
he deſires, and that the Death of one of us ſhall aſſure the 
other of the poſſeſſion of Parſatis. To this talk of theirs 
Oroondates added, Perdjccas and I are not in a Condition 
to threaten one another, and J am ſo deſtia'd to do him 
good Offices, that I can hardly hope he ſhould ever re- 
ceive any ill ones from me. The Princes had ſome other 
Diſtourſg, che Concluſion whereof was, that now they 
ought to ſtand upon their Guard, ſinee the War was de- 
clared, and that they muſt content themſelves with ma- 
king little Excurſions till their Allies came up, and not 
undertake any Action of Importance, before all their 
Forces were united. The next Day was employ'd in 
fortiſying the Camp, and in drawing a Line on that fide 
toward the Town, from the Hill unto the River; Lyſ#- 
machus took that care upon him, while Eumenes with cer- 
tain Officers, and Five Hundred Horſe, went to the 
Neighbouring Boroughs and Villages, to make them by 
fair Means contribute to the Maintenance of the Army; 
yet would they not uſe their Power tyrannically ; and 
tho' thoſe Towns belonged unto their Enemies, not be- 
ing willing to oppreſs a People that were Innocent, they 
liberally gave the Money they had, to pay for part of 
what they took; and by this Order, or by the Terror of 


their Armies, they brought all the Places on this wy 
the 
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the Eupbrates under their Subjection, and thoſe that were 
on the other remained ſtill in the Power of their Ene- 
mies. They had a particular Care to hinder good 014 
Polemon from receiving any Damage in his Fortune, and 
inſtead of burthening him with any Charge, they, to re. 


compence the Inconveniency he ſuffered, made him Pre. 


ſents, of ſuthcient Value to ſatisfy the Ambition of a 
Man more in love with Riches than he was. In the mean 
tine Oroondates recovered viſibly, and Ptolomews havin 
taken care himſelf to ſeek ſome of his Herb for him (for 
it had retained his Name in the Court of Alexander) had 
luckily found a good quantity of it; he was by his Bed. 
hde with the Amazon Queen, the two Daughters of r. 
tabaſus, and Araxes, when certain Troopers having ob- 


tained Permiſſion, brought a Man of a tolerable Appear- 


ance into the Chamber, whom they had ſeen walking a- 
bove their Camp, aud whom they had taken for a Spy : 
After they had learned from his Mouth that he came 
from Babylon, and that he was of the Enemy's Party, Pu- 
lomeus asked him gently who he was, and what he came 
to look for ſo near their Camp. I look (ſaid he) for that 
which we loſt upon the Bank of this River; and I am 
the Squire of the valianteſt Man in the World. Thalefiris. 
having pray d him to explain himſelf a little further; 
You muſt not know what I look for, (replied he) ſince 
by a ſoveraign Power I am forbidden to tell you, and that 
1 can proteſt to you that you have no, Intereſt in it; but 
if you would know my Maſter's Name, it is too glori- 
ous to be concealed from you, and I will confeſs I have 
the Honour to belong to the Great Arſaces. At the Name 
of Arſaces, Oroondates thruſt part of his Body out of Bed, 
and defiring to learn News of him to whom his Country 
was ſo much oblig'd, and of whom he had heard ſo many 
Wonders; My Friend, (ſaid he to the Squire) is it poſſi- 
ble that the valiant Ar/aces ſhould be in the Party of our 


Enemies? He is ſo without doubt (anſwered the Squire) | 
but he is there in a condition which ſuffers them not to 
draw much Aſſiſtanee from his Valour, and which frces 
you from the damage you might receive by it. Tell us 


I pray you, (replied Orvondates) in what condition he 1 
| | an 
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and fear nothing from us, who will give you all manner 
of good Uſage. My poor Maſter (ſaid the Squire) is 
kept in Bed at Seleucus s Lodging, by five or ſix great 
Wounds, whereof the Phyſicians and Chirurgions do yet 


fear the Event; he received them a few Days ſince upon 


the Bank of this River, in a ſingle Combat, which he 
fought agajnſt a Stranger, whoſe Valour was little diffe- 


rent from his; their Advantage was equal, and thoſe 


two valiant Enemies falling from their Horſes at the fame 
time, my poor Maſter fainting away thro' loſs of Blood, 
had alſo laſt his Life in my Arms, if Lhad not bethought: 
my ſelf to. ſeek for help, and if by the Goodneſs of the 
Gods, my Cries had not been heard by a Company of 
Horſemen who paſſed near me, and as we have known 
ſince were Seleucus and Caſſander with their Followers: 
Some of them out of Pity cauſed my Maſter to be carried 
away from thence at my earneſt Entreaty, and aſterward 
to be brought to Babylon, where having learned his 
Name, and that Reputation which ſpreads it ſelf over 
all the Earth, they cauſed him to be ſo carefully looked 
to, that out of Gratitude he has engaged himſelf in their 
Party, and is ſorry for his want of Health, only becauſe 
it hinders him from requiting part of their good Offices 
on thoſe Occaſions which are like ſhortly to preſent them- 
ſelves. . 5 =o 

While the Squire ſpoke on this manner, Oroondates mus 


ſed deeply upon this Diſcourſe, and judging by ſo many 


Probabilities, that he with whom he had fought was cer- 
tainly Arſaces, he felt a Chilneſs which ran thro” all his 


' Body, and cauſed extraordinary Alterations in him: 


Prolomens, and Thaleftris perceived it; but the Prince be- 


ing deſirous perfectly to clear his doubt, Tell me (pur- 


ſued he, with a Tone ſomewhat different from his for- 
mer Voice) what Day this Combat was, what arms thy 
Maſter wore, and if he had not fought with Perdiccas 
before his meeting with that Stranger, This is the eighth 
Day (anſwered the Squire) ſince that fatal Encounter: 


My Maſter's Arms were ruſſet, and before that laſt Com- 


bat he had fought two others, in the firſt whereof he left 
Perdiccas on the Ground, and in the ſecond he beat half 
Vol. III. | M0 = . Aa 


126 CASSANDRA Part III. 
a ſcore Horſemen ; but tho' he won the Honour, and the 
Field, he loſt a Perſon whom he had taken from Perdic- 
cas, and whoſe loſs he was as ſenſible of as he could be 
of that of his own Life. Orcendates needed no more to 
perſect his Aſſurance that it was in the Perſon of Arſaces 
He had found the Rival, who had ſo unjuſtly robb'd him 
of his Princeſſes Affections, and who had ſo valiantly 
diſputed them with him; this Knowledge grieved him 
very much, and remembring what that Man had done in 
Favour of his Friends, he was afflited that the Gods had 
not raiſed him up another Enemy, againſt whom he might 
without Ingratitude let looſe all his Reſentments. His 
Sadneſs appeared in his Countenance, and his Thoughts 
were known to Prolomeus, and to the tair Amazon; he 
continued a good while in this Perplexity, which diſco. 
vered it ſelf by his Silence, and by the Motions of his 
Eyes. He conſidered as much as poſſibly he could, how 
much his Country was indebted to Arſaces's Services, and U 
ralled to mind that Friendſhip he had conceived himſelt, ; 
At the recital of Lyſimachus, and of all thoſe he had heard 
ſpeak of him; and that Reflection was ſtrong enough to Þ - 
grieve him very ſenſibly, but it was too weak to reſiſt £Þ ,, 
the impetuouſneſs of his Jealouſy ; and at the firſt Aſſault 1 
it made upon him, all theſe powerful Remembrances va- | _ 
aiſhed out of his Mind. What! (cried he furioully) is 3 
it Arſaces then who ſteals from me the Heart of my un- 14 
grateful Princeſs ? And have the Gods decreed, that he, th 
who was ſo officious to my Country, ſhould be cruel to | be 
me alone, and ſhould now be the unjuſt Raviſher of a . 
Happineſs I had ſo Jawfully acquired, and ſo dearly ne 
bought? Ah ! he ſhall die, that injurious Supplanter, for 
who has robb'd me of a Prize which was due to none ** 
but me; he ſhall die, that Arſaces, that pitileſs Enemy, he, 
| tor whom I had more gentle, and more grateful thoughts; pre 
Ii and ſince he tears away my Life with fo much Injuſtice | ;; : 
| and Inhumanity, let him know that our Enemies Walls put 
are not able to defend him againſt a; Rival whom he has | 
precipitated into Deſpair, Oroondates brought forth theſe | 
Words with ſuch a tranſported Action, that they ſurpriz'd par 
the whole Company; and Arſaces's Squire was ſo = a 
mme 
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niſhed at them, that he durſt not open his Mouth in the 


Defence of his Maſter. He afterwards revoly'd a thou- 


ſand violent Thoughts in his Imagination, and when they 
had kept him filent a pretty while : Friend, (continued 
he, addreſſing himſelf to the Squire) thou may'ſt tell 
Arſaces that thou haſt ſeen his Enemy, who reduced him 
to the Condition thou leſteſt him in, and who received 
theſe Wounds which keep him now in Bed, from no bo- 
dy but him; that I praiſe the Gods for having inſpired 
him with the deſign of putting himſelf into the Party of 
our Enemies; and that to what part of the World foe- 
ver he retires, I will infallibly either bring him Death, 
or receive it from his Hands; let him know that our Lives 
are incompatible, that our Combats ſhall be eternal, and 
that our War ſhall never have an end, till either he dig 
to ſatisfy my juſt Revenge, or I fall to ſecure his Con- 
queſt, Bid him recover his Health, and his Strength 
to make an end with me; and tell him that tho I am 
his mortal, irreconcileable Enemy, I will contribute to 
his Cure, that I may the ſooner ſee him in à Condition 
to give me ſatisfaftion ; and indeed it is not reaſonable E 
ſhould make uſe of that Advantage which Chance, and 
the Care of my Friends have given me; ſince our Wounds 
were equal, it is juſt our Remedies ſhould be equal too, 
nor ſhould an Herb put any difterence between the ſtates 
of two Men, in whom Valour leſt none at all at the 
Iſſue of our Combat. Take that Herb thou ſeeſt upon 
the Table, cauſe it to be applied unto his Wounds, and 
be moſt certain that thou ſhalt quickly ſee him as well as 
I am ; if thou diſtruſt the Preſent of an Enemy, thow 
needſt but look upon my Wounds, where thou ſhalt ſeg 
ſome of the ſame, and perhaps it will be known by fome 
about him, who are not ignorant of the Effect it wrought 
heretofore upon Prolomens ; but tell him that I neither 
pretend to any Acknowledgment from him, nor do him 
this Courteſy with an Intention to be reconciled to him, 
but with a deſign ſhortly to begin the Fight again, which 
our Wounds have nterrupted. Oroondates, When he had 
ended theſe Words, commanded Araxes to give the Squire 
part of the Herb that had been gathered for him, an 
* & ws prayed 
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prayed Ptolomeus to cauſe him to be conducted ſafely out 


Action, could not ſufficiently admire the Greatneſs of his 
Courage; and generous Ptolomeus himſelf, who was ra- 
viſhed at it as well as the reſt, could not forbear crying 
out, O Gods ! for whom do you teſerve the Empire of 
the World, if you give it not unto this Prince, who b 
Fo many admirable Actions teſtifies to Men, that he holds 
more of your Nature than of theirs * After this Excla- 
mation, be confirmed the Squire in the Knowledge the 
Prince had given him of the Vertue of his Herb, and the 
Squire who. would ſhew ſomething of Generoſity as well 
as they, received it upon their Word, without demand- 
ing further Proof, and thanking Oroondates with much 
Submiſſion he went out of the Chamber, and took his 
way toward Babylon with the convoy Ptolomers had ap- 
pdinted him. But Araxes, who knew his Maſter's Inten- 
tion, would not leave him, for fear he ſhould Jearn Oro- 
.oudates's Name of ſome of thoſe that convoyed him, and 
took ſo good Order amongſt them, that tho' he often 
-enquired, he could not pollibly inform himſelf. Within 
a while after, Lyſ/machus coming into Oroondates's Cham- 
ber, and having heard the recital of what had paſſed, 
' «Expreſſed a great deal of Trouble, that Arſaces with whom 
Se bad made a Friendſhip, and of whom he had a mar- 
- wellous eſteem, was in the Encmy's Party, and was him- 
_ :Telf Orcondater's particular Enemy; but in the end, the 
Antereſts of that Prince, and his own together, {tifled 
| part; of his Gricf, and diſpoſed him to bear that advan- 
tage of his Enemies with Patience. After that day the 
Princes made ſome little Excurſions towards Babylon, and 
began the War with ſome {light Encounters; but becauſe 
the Enemy kept cloſe, waiting for the Succours of their 
Allies, and that the Parties which were ſent forth had 
order to hazard nothing, there happened no memorable 
It would be tedious and ſuperfluous, punctually to 
relate all the Diſcourſes, and all the Actions of leſs Im- 
portance, which paſſed during the time that Orvondates's 
Wounds detained him in his Bed, and before the _ 
| O 


of their Quarters. All the Company wondring at this 
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of thoſe Forces the Princes expected; it will ſuffice to- 
know that his Cure went on with a prodigious Succeſs. 
and that his Health returned fo, ſuddenly, that within a- 
Week after his Diſcourſe with Ar/acer's' Squire, he. was 
well enough to leave his Bed; which he did, with the 
Chirurgions Permiſſion. Three or four Days after that, 

the Princes conſidering their general Rendezvous dre 
near, and having had notice that their- Allies advanced- 

by quick Marches towards the Town appointed, Lyſima-- 

chus and Eumenes went from Polemon's Houſe with a 
thouſand Horſe to meet them, and bring them to the: 
place where they were already encamped. Oroondates who- 

faw them go away, and who felt the return of his 
Strength, began to take up his former Fierceneſs, and as 
a young Lion wakens his Anger with his Tail, he ani- 

mated his Courage by the Remembrance of his Loſſes, and 

excited himſelf with Motions of Joy, unto the War he 

ſaw already kindled. Vet did not that Object ſmother 

the Remembrance of his Love, but as often as he was a- 

lone with Cleone, he renewed the Diſcourſe of it with a 
Vehemence able to ruin a Health not well confirmed. 
Cleone to cure him of thoſe violent Thoughts, juſtified her 
Miſtreſs as well as poſſibly ſhe could againſt his Accuſa- 

tions, proteſted to him with a thouſand Oaths, that ſhe- 
did not fo much as know Ar/aces, and that ſhe had waited 
| conſtantly enough upon the Queenher Miſtreſs to ſwear for 
her, that ſhe had never been in his Company but ſome: 

= few Moments, and 'twas very unlikely, that great and 
| vertuous Queen, who in the ſad ſtate of her Fortune, . 

; and even when ſhe thought her ſelf forſaken by him, had 
ſo long reſiſted the ſuit of Alexander, ſhould fo ſuddenly,. 
and ſo lightly caft her Affections upon that Stranger. O- 
0 roondates ſaw a great deal of Probability in what ſhe ſaid, 
and but little Ground for his Suſpicions; but when he 
. 


remembred the Teſtimony he had received with his own 
Eyes, and the Conformity thereof with the Report of 
Perdiccas, with that of Cleone her ſelf, and with that of 


, Arſaces's Squire, he was conſtrained to fall again into 
8 that cruel Belief, which ſtruck him into Deſpair, and 
1 deprived his Reaſon of all the Power it was wont to 


have over him; to confirm that Opinion he alledged to 


"4 F — Cleons. 
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Cleone the wonderful Effects of Inclination, and what he 
heard Lyſiemachus, and many others ſpeak, touching the 
5 Qualities, and graceful Perſon of Ar/aces. The E- 
Jection Arſaces had made of the other Party, joined it {elf 
alſo to that remembrance. It is not likely (faid he) that 
after having fought againſt Perdiccas, and put him in a 
condition which promiſes him but little ſecurity, he ſhould 
caſt himſelf on his fide, if he were not moved to it b 
ſome ſtronger Conſideration than his Friendſhip to Selen- 
t; No, no, he is advertiſed that Staiira, or Caſſandra 
(call her which you will) is now in Babylon, and 'twas 
to be near her, that he forgot his Reſentments, and the 
Peril which threatens him near ſo dangerous an Enemy; 
but be it how it will, Cleone, we ſhall ſee the Succeſs 
of it after the end of this War, and if it pleaſe the 
Gods that Arſaces ſurvive me, the Queen ſhall poſſeſs him 
in Tranquillity, which ſne ought never to hope for while 
I am alive. Theſe were his ordinary Thoughts, wherein 
he was often comforted. by the fair Amazoy Queen, and 
by the dear Wives of Ptolomens and Eumenes, who know- 
ing moſt part of his Diſcontents, and having ſucceeded 
their elder Siſter in her good Will toward him, endea- 
voured to moderate his Trouble, by Reaſons like thoſe 
-which Cleone repreſented to him, and which he himſelf 
could not diſapprove. He was in this Converſation with 
them at one of the Windows of his Chamber, when caſt- 
ing his Eye over the Neighbouring Field, he obſerved 
an extraordinary Shining a great way off. All the Com- 
pany looked that way after. bim, and when the Objects 
were a little nearer, they diſcovered that the Sun-beams 
produced that Effect upon the Arms of the Troops that 
were advancing; and within a while after, they diſtinct- 
ly perceived the firſt Squadrons, and the firſt Battalions 
of that great Army which had been ſo much expected, 
and which of machus and Eumenes were gone to meet. 
He likewiſe faw Prolomeus take Horſe, with Queen Th.z/e- 


/ 
a 
firis, and ſome of the Officers of his Camp, to welcome 
Thoſe illuſtrious Friends, who disbanding themſelves 
From their ſeveral Commands, came galloping alſo to 
receive thoſe dear Embaſſies, and made a little Body of 
the greateſt Men that were in the World. This Reception 
was 
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was made between the two Armies, who at that fight 
ſent forth Shouts of Joy, which made the Banks of Eu- 
brates eecho to the very Gates of Babylon. A thouſand. 


flying Banners, a thouſand Standards diſplay'd, and the 


littering Luſtre of well-poliſh'd Arms were diſcerned by 
Oroondates, and even the found of the Trumpets, and the 
Neighing of the Horſes already came into his Ears. The 
Priacefſcs who ſtood by him grew Pale at theſe Objects, 
but they entirely rouſed up the Prince's martial Temper, 
and made him with ſome kind of Shame and Repentance 
remember that glorious Trade, his good Beginnings in. 
it, and the Progreſs he might have made if it had not 
been interrupted by his Love. This Reflection drew 
ſome Sighs from him, and kindled an extraordinary Co- 
jour in his Face. He burned already with a deſire to 
know all thoſe valiant Men, whoſe Fame was fpread 
thro' the whole World, and amongſt whom he was ſure 
he ſhould yet find a good number of his Friends ; and 
without doubt his Defire had been ſatisfied that very day, 
if Lyſimachus, who had a mind to ſhew them tothe Prince 
in all their Gallantry, which ſo well became them, had 
not prayed them to defer their Viſit, and to reſt them- 
ſelves the remainder of that day in 'Tents that were pre- 


-pared for them, while he buſied himſelf with Eumenes in 
making their Forces encamp, whoſe Quarters were all 


appointed, and their places ſet out for them. The Order 


that had been taken many Days before facilitated their 
Eneamping, and that great number of Men was in a 


ſhort time lodg'd commodiouſly, and without Diſorder 
or Confuſion ; the Proviſions were already come, as well 


thoſe they brought along with them, as the other which 


by Eumenes his Care were gotten from the neighbouring 
Places, and from the open Country ; and thoſe Forces 
which were encamp'd already, received them that were 


newly arrived, and accommodated them with ſuch as 
they had, ſo that contrary to the ordinary Cuſtom, that 
Army was lodged almoſt at its very arrival, and paſſed 
the Night very contentedly. Ptolomens, Lyſimachns, and 
Eumenes, after having employ'd the reſt of the day, and 
the beginning of the Night in lodging their Friends, 
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and accommodating the Soldiers, returned to Oroondates, 
and having excuſed themſelves that they could keep him 
company no better, by reaſon of the Neceſſity of their 
Affairs, they gave him account of what they had done, 
and of the Order in which they had put the Camp. Orc. 
ordates received their Civilicies with much Reſpect, and 
Lyſimachus having asked him, if he would not ſee their 
Army in Battalia, and all the Commanders at the Head 
of their Men, the next day, in caſe his Health would 
permit him to be carried in a Litter as far as the Plain, 
he ſhewed an extream Delire to do ſo; and the Chirur— 
gion having aſſured him that he might without danger, 
he prepared himſelf for that Sight with great Satisfacti- 
on. He paſſed that Night very impatiently, and the next 
Morning getting himſelf ready, he no ſooner heard that 
the Army was in Battalia, but he went out of his Cham- 
ber with the Ladies, and when he was come down the 
Stairs, finding a Litter which waited for him, he got up 
into it, with Queen Thaleſtris, who as well and as war- 
like as ſhe was, would needs keep him company; the o- 
ther Ladies ſeated themſelves in the Chariots prepared for 
them, and all of them together, under the Conduct of 
Cleantes and Araxes, croſſed thro' the place where the 
Forces had been encamped, and from whence the Com- 
manders had drawn them out in Battalia that Morning on 
the Plain a few Furlongs below. 

The Prince found them in excellent Order, and pre- 
ſently admired the Grecian Diſcipline, and the Macedonian 
Phalanges. That which had facilitated the Levy of fo 
many Men, and their ſo ſudden Arrival, was, that all 
they who commanded them at that time, and who had 
raiſed them partly in thoſe Territories that were fallen 
to their Share, and commanded in thoſe ſame Provinces 
in Alexander's Life time, in the quality of Governours ; 
and many of them reſided in them already, had had there 
received the Requeſt of Lyſimachus and Ptolomens, to arm 
thoſe in their fayour, who ſince the King's Death were 
become their Subjects. Thoſe People who were accuſto- 
med to obey them, acknowledg'd them gladly, and fol- 
lowed them without difficulty in that Expedition; and 


un 
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% in thoſe Provinces where the Princes were abſent,as thoſe 
* of Lyſimachus, Ptolomeus, and many others, the Lieute- 

nants they had left there, took Arms at their firſt Sum- 


mons, and had found no Trouble in making thoſe People 
obey them, who adored them for their Vertne, and who 
| hoped to enjoy the ſame Happineſs under their Reign, 
which they had taſted under their Government. The 
Forces were not drawn up in Battalions and Squadrons 
fit for a Battel, nor was the Cavalry upon the Wings ſe- 
parated from the Infantry; but they were ranked accor- 
ding to their Nations, and followed their ſeveral Com- 
manders, who without ſuch Order as is proper for Ser- 
vice, marched at the Head of their new Subjects. The 
firſt that appeared to Orcondates's Eye, were thoſe of 
the greater Phrygia, under the Conduct ef their Prince 
Artigonus, conſiſting of four thouſand Horſe, and eight 
thouſand Foot; they had ſomething of the Effeminate- 
neſs of their Country, but they began to grow warlike* 
under their new Maſter, and to learn a Trade of him, 
wherein he had ſerved under King Philip, and had ac-' 
quired ſo great Reputation under Alexander. Antigonus | 
was mounted upon a very large bay Horſe, all his Body 5 
was covered with well-polith'd Steel, emboſs'd with | 
Gold, and his Hair which began to turn Gray, was preſ- 
ſed with a little Head-piece after the Faſhion of the 
Greeks, ſhaded with a Plume of Feathers ; he had two 
Steel-headed Darts in his Right-hand, and with the left 
he bore a weighty Shield, the Workmanſhip of the moſt” 
induſtrious Maſters in Grezze, The comely Preſence of 
Antigonus, and that high Renown of him, which ſpread” 
it ſelf every-where abroad, would have obliged Orcon- 
dates to obſerve him with a long Attention, if his Sight: 
„had not been withdrawn from him, to fix it felt upon a 
re || more pleaſing Object; It was his Son che young Prince” 
m Demetrius, who rode by his Father's ſide, with a Grace 
able to attract the Eyes und Hearts of all the World; 
» || his Beauty was nothing Inferior to that of the faireſt La- 
* dies of Aſia, and his Eyes had a charming Sweetnefs in 
them which gained Affection inſenſibly; if he was hand- 
ſom, he was yet more valiant, and tho' he was ſcarce fulF* 


15 eighteen Years old, he in the laſt Exploits of Alexunder, 
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had given Proofs of a growing Valour, which even in its 
Begiunings yielded not to that of the moſt renowned 
Warriors; x if he was Handſom and Valiant, he was 
yer more. Amorous. Neyer was Soul more capable than 
his, of ſweet Impreſſions of Love; and in the whole 
Courſe of his Life, which was oue of the moſt glorious 
and illuſtrious that ever was, the ſevereſt Minds never 
found any other Blemiſh, ſave a too great Propenſity to 
that Paſſion which rigid Philoſophers had condemned. He 
was upon the Back of a white Horſe full of little black 
Spots,, who by his proud Carriage, and ſtately trot, ſet 
oft the graceful Mein, and pleaſing Garb of his Maſter ; 
all his Armour glittered with Gold, and precious Stones, 
his Coat of Arms was all covered with an Embroidery 
which did not ill accompany the Richneſs of them; and 
to ſhew that ſoft Inclination was predominant in him, 
he in his Shield had the Image of the God of Love, pain- 
ted by the Hand of the admired /pelles. The Sight of 
this young Prince did marvellouſly delight the great Oro- 
ondates, and the generous Thaleftris ; but preſently after, 
they were not leſs. ſatisfied with that of two renowned 
Captains, whom Fame had already made known to the 
whole World; they were Craterus, and Pelypercon ; Cra- 
terus, Who by his admirable Vertue, was worthy to 
ſhare Alexander's Affedtions with Hel eſtien, and who loſt 
nothing in his Inclinat ion, which he gained not with ad- 
vantage in his eſteem; Craterus who alone obliged that 
great King to Reſpects, aud Honours, from which his 
Greatneſs excuſed him toward all the World, and briet- 
ly Craterus, who only by his Vertue did till his Death 
preſerve the chief Authority among the Macedonians, and 
the chief place in the Hearts of all the Soldiers. Polyper- 
tan for his Ve was not leſs conſiderable than he, and 
he kept up his Reputation ſo well among Alexander's Suc- 
ceſſors, that not long after, he in. the Opinion of the great 
Pyrrbis was preferred before all the reſt. Theſe two 
brave Men together led the half of thoſe thirty thouſand 
Macedonians, which deceaſed Alexander had cauſed to be 
raiſed for his Guard, and which he had drawn about him 
a while before his Death; the reſt of them had refuſed to 
follow their Companions, and had taken part with . 
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diccas ; they were all Foot, but their Arms were 
light, their Perſons well choſen, and their Diſcipline ſo 
good; that the Princes grounded the better part of thei? 
Hopes upon them. After theſe appeared the Syriazs under 
the Conduct of Laomedon, they were heavily armed, and 
never fought but ſtanding Kill, yet tho? they did little 
incommode the Enemy by going out upon Parties, and 
were exempted from all Duties of light-armed Men, they 
made profeſſion to fight in their Ranks to their laſt Breath, 
and to ſuffer themſelves to be cut all in pieces, before 
they would let their Battalions be broken; their Number 
was three thouſand Horſe, and ſeven thouſand Foot, and 
their valiant Leader was able to ſhew an hundred Scars, 
received under Alexander, in a Thouſand Encounters 
wherein he had made himſelf remarkable. The Syrians 
were followed by the Cylicians under their Prince Philotas, 
who worthily bore the Name of the firſt Philotas, Parme- 
mo's unfortunate Son, that ended his Lite in Torments by 
the command of Alexander, whoſe Favourite he had beery 
a-while before; they were two thouſand Horſe, and fix 
thouſand-Foot : After which appeared the brave Eumenes, 
at the Head of the Cappadociams, and Paphlagonians, from 
the Territories of Amaſia, and the Banks of the Iris; and 
Me rmochon had drawn fix thouſand Horſe the beſt of the 
whole Army, making uſe of that advantage which Cappa- 
docia hath, above all the Provinces of Aſia, to breed ſuch 
as are extreamly handſom, and excellent good for ſervice; 
and out of Paphlagonia he had fix thouſand Foot, who: 
were armed only with little Motions, and light Corllers, 
and who (quite contrary to the Syz/ans) tought little 


ſtanding ſlill, but tired out an Army by continual Ex- 


curſions, and thought no Pallage difficult, nor any ftrait 
ſo dangerous, but they would get thro it with a wonderful 
Nimbleneſs. Menand:y came next to them, followed by 
ſix Thouſand Lydians, a tender «feminate People, and 


little able to endure the Hardſhip of War, but yet very 


apt to learn, and oben the Commands of their Officers, 
with mach Dependence and Fidelity. Thoſe that drank, 
the Waters of Nilus, and the ſcorched Inhabitants of 


thoſe Parts of Africa and Arabia, which are near to Zoyprs 
5 6 | came 
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came after them under their valiant Prince Prolomeus; but 
t marched with a Pride which they drew from the 
Glory of their Prince, and ſeemed by their bold and ſtate- 


ly Pace to promiſe that they—-would be invincible ſo long 


as Ptolomeus was at the Head of them; and certainly the 
military Preſence of their Commander, ſuited not ill 
with their Fierceneſs ; for Queen Thaleftris who ſhewed 
him to Oroondates, compared him to thoſe Images of the 
God Mars, which ſhe had often ſeen in the Temples of 
his Country ; if he had his Garb, he alſo had his Ver- 
tue, and among the moſt valiant in the World, there were 
few that fought in their own Perſon with more Courage, 
nor led Men on to Battel with more Prudence. His 
Forces, as well thoſe he commanded during Alexander's 
Life, as the others which Cleomenes had brought him out 
of his Province, conſiſted of Eight Thouſand Horſe, and 
Twelve Thouſand Foot. Scarce had the Prince taken off 
his Eye from Ptolomens, when he fix'd it upon an Object, 


| which wakened his old Remembrances with much Ten- 


derneſs. Ir was Prince Oxyanes, who for the Quarrel of 


his Nieces had armed the Baſtriant, and marched at the 


Head of them with a Countenance which ſufhciently ex- 
prefled with what Affection he ſtill conſidered the Reliques 
of his Brother's Family ; he was in the Flower of his 
Age, and inthe Majeſty of his Face one might eaſily ſee, 
bath the Greatneſs of his Courage, and that of his Qua- 
lity. With him was the good old Artabaſus, whoſe For- 


ces were mingled with his, and what with Baſtrians, and 


Zogdians made the number of Six Thouſand Horſe, and 
Fen Thouſand Foot, armed with boiled Leather, and 
upon their Left Arms bearing large Targets, wherewith 
they covered moſt part of their Bodies. Oxyanes was on 
Horſeback, and that gallant old Man Artabaſus was car- 


ried in a Litter, not being willing to make his Age an 


Excuſe to exempt him from what he owed unto the Blood 
of Darius, and to the Intereſt of hisSons-in-Law ; by him 
rode his own two Sons, Cophes and Jlianeus, all that were 
leſt of a greater Number, who firſt for Darius's Quarrc}, 
and then for Alexander's, had nobly loſt their Lives in 
War. Orcondates conſidered theſe dear and ancient Friends 
with 
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with very affectionate Motions, and would have gone 
ſtraight, toward them, if the Amazon Queen had not told 
him it would be better to defer his Endearments, which 


elſe would diſturb the Order of thoſe Things that ſill 


were to be ſeen. Oroondates forbore at the Queen's En- 
treaty, and next ſaw Philip paſs by with Four Thouſand 
Hyrcanian Horſe ; Phrataphernes with a like Number of 


Armenians, and Archeſilais with Six Thouſand more, 


drawn from the further Parts ot Meſopotamia. The laſt 
| that appeared at that famous Review was the brave Ly- 


ſimachus, and certainly it could not end by a Perſon that 


| FO more worthily fill his place, nor that could leave 


| the Spectators a more pleaſing Idea of the laſt Objects of 
that day; among fo many Thouſand Men, there was not 


one that knew better how. to uſe a Sword, or Javelin, 


but neither in ſo great a Number, was there any Body, 


whoſe Fierceneſs in Arras was ſo becoming, and whoſe 


Horſe, which Alexander had given him at the laſt Battel 
he fought againſt the Ciſſeans; that noble Beaſt, whom 
the fight of other Horſes, and the ſound of the Inſtru- 


+ expreſs the Satisfaction he had to be ſubje& to none but 
| ſuch great Maſters. Lyſsmachus, ſince the News of his 
| Princeſſes being alive, no longer clouded his arms with 
Black as he was wont, to declare the Sadneſs of his 
| Heart, and the Loſs of his Hopes, but that Day they 
were covered with green, and enriched with Emeralds 
of great Value, which gave an extraordinary Luſtre, be- 
ing ſer in antick Heads upon his Shoulders, in thoſe up- 
Jon his Buskins, and in other places, where they ſeemed 
to ſtand with ſome ſhew of Neceſſity. The Creſt upon 
his Head-piece was a Serpent of the ſame Mettal with his 
Arms, which ſtretched it ſelf with long Windings round 
about his Head, and darting out a tripple pointed Sting, 
ſeemed by the Induſtry of the Workman to ſend forth 
real Hiſſings ; his Shield was of the ſame Matter, but 
yſomachus by Alexander's Command, bad laid aſide his 
ormer Devices, to cauſe the dreadtul Lyon, which he 


ad (lain with ſo admirable a Valour, to be engraven in 
88 Ir 


Preſence was ſo Majeſticx. He mounted an able Cheſnut 


ments had animated, was all white with Foam, and 
went with a proud ſprightly Action, which ſeemed to 


* 
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ir with-theſe Words underneath in Greek ; Parifatis' con- 


qurered it. His Caſſock (the Sleeve whereof appet red un- 


der his Poldron, and che Skirt came dow as far as bis 


Knee) was of che Colour of his Arms, embroidered with 
little Suns of Gold, and Emeralds like thoſe upon his 
Arms, faſtened in certain places of it. He had a long: 
Javelin in his Right hand, and by his fide a rich Sword 
hanging in a curious Skarf wrought by the Hands of Pa- 
rifatis, who by the Interceſſion of Mexander himſelſ, and 
the Command of Sy gamtis, had given it him when he 
went with the King to fight againſt the Cæſſeam. In this 
Equipage marched Eyffmachus at the head of the Thrarj. 
aus, of the Inhabitants of Porters, and of the Boſphorirr, 
valiant, warlike Nations, out of which their new Prince 
had drawa Six Thouſand Horſe, and Twelve Thouſand 
Foot. This was the Number of their Forces, the Names 
of their Nations, and of thoſe that commanded them ; 
but befides them, there was alſo a great many eminent 
Men, who without any Command ferved in their own 
Perſons with their Friends, or Kindred, Among theſe 
were Prince Oxidates, Mithranes, young Pharnabaſins, Leo- 
ſtenes the Son of Ariebarſanes, Menielans Brother to Ptole- 
mens, Leocaris, and Dioxippus the Sons of Mentro, Callicra- 
tes the Son of Phi otas, Demochares the Son of Laomedon, 
young Alexander the Son of Polypercor, Traſillus the Bro- 
ther of Menander, the valiant Tyridates, Cambyſes and A. 
raſpes the Sons of Mezens, Cleobutus Son to the unfortunat 
| Crfines, Liſtander the Son of Phratapiernes, Philiſtratus the 
Son of Archeſilaus, and many others, who in Valour, and 
Greatneſs of Courage, were no way inferior to thoſe 
whoſe Fortune was more advantageous than theirs, both 
in the Favour of the late King, and in the ſharing of the 
Provinces. | | | 

This ſtately Review being ended, all theſe famous 
Warriors alighted, and under the Conduct of Lyſfmachns, 
drew near to Oroondates's Litter. That gallant Prince re- 
ceived them with Civilities worthy both of him and 
them, and payed them ſuch Reſpects as were only duc 
to the chiefeſt and moſt illuſtrious Perſons upon Earth; 
he gave a moſt courtcous and ſubmiiſive Reception to 


Autigonis, and his Son, to Craterm, to Polypercon, to Iao- 
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” medon, and the reſt, whoſe Reputation had produced in 
1 him a high Efteem of their Merit; but as ſoon as he 
is aw Oriartes and Artabaſur come toward him, he endea- 


* your'd to get out of his Litter, and embraced them with 
18 Tremblings of Heart, and Sighs which ſtopp'd the Courſe 
g of his Speech: Prince Oxiartes and old Artabaſus, expreſ- 

d ſed the ſame Tendernefs to him, aud remembring toge- 

1 ther their firſt Acquaintance, the fall of Dar7us's Houſe, 
d and the Change of their Fortunes, they ſolemnized that 
Ie Interview with many Tears, in which a good part of 
18 the By- ſtanders were Intereſted, The Nuniber of fo many 


i- conſiderable Perſons hindred Oroondates at that time from” 

5 ſaluting every one of them particularly, but that hindred 

ce not all the Princes from looking upon him with the ad- 

id mirat ion which had already ſeized them, at the Recital of 

cs his gallant Actions: Craterus put him in Mind of the 

1; Encounter he had with him at the Battel of Js, and of 

nt the Diſadvantage the Gods had ſent him, for oflering to 

en oppoſe that Valour, to which all human Valour ought to 

Te yield. Orcondates received Craterus's Diſcourſe with a 
great deal of Humility, and excuſed his fall, by the dif- 

la- order of a Throng, wherein valiant Men and Cowards 
a- come down together. Theſe Words drew on a noble and | 
„ Þ pleaſing Converſation among ſo many Perſons of Note, F 
o- | trom whom the fair Amazon Queen, (who was known to 
A. many ol the Company that had retained. the Idea of her 4 
Ft from the time of her Voyage to Alexander) received the 


be Þ Honours that were due unto her Merit, and to her Quali- 
nd ty; all the emineht Perſons in that great Army deſired 
ole to partake in that Acquaintance; and the Preſs which 
th began to incommode the Princes, obliged them to think 
he cc retiring, when from Man to Man there came a Rumor 
among them, that there was ſome Diſorder at one end of 
zus the Camp. TLyſimachus, Eumenes, Demetrius, Larmedon, 
15, and many others with them, turned toward that ſide, and 
re- Þ cauſed Room to be made for them to go and appenſe that 
nd Tumult; while the reſt, with Oroondutes and Thaleftris, 
inc went toward Polemon's Houſe, The Cauſe of the Noife 
h; that had been heard, was this; five or fix Troopers be- 
to ig three or four hundred Paces from their Body, and 
Ko- following 


\ 
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ir with cheſe Words underneath in Greek -3 Pariſatis con- 
gured it. His Caſſock (the Sleeve whereof appet red un- 
der his Poldron, and the Skirt came dow as far as bis 
Knee) was of the Colour of his Arms, embroidered with 
little Suns of Gold, and Emeralds like thoſe upon his 
Arms, faſtened in certain places of it. He had a long 
Javelim in his Right hand, and by his fide a rich Sword 
hanging in a curious Skart wrought by the Hands of Pa- 
atis, who by the Interceſſion of Alexander himſelf, and 
the Command of S gam is, had given ir him when he 
went with the King to fight againſt the Ceſſeam. In this 
Equipage marched Lyfmackns at the head of the Nati. 
aus, of the Inhabi:ants of Ibrtnt, and of the Boſpborm, 
valiant, warlike Nations, out of Which their new Prince | 
had drawn Six Thouſand Horſe, and Twelve Thouſand 
Foot. This was the Number of their Forces, the Names f 
of their Nations, and of thoſe that commanded them; ] 
but beſides them, there was alſo a great many eminent 
Men, who without any Command ferved in their own Ne 
Perſons with their Friends, or Kindred, Among theſe if \ 
were Prince Oxidates, Mithranes, young Pharnabajres, Leo- 9 
ſtenes the Son of Aricharſanes, Meneſaus Brother to Polo. 0 
menus, Leocaris, and Dioxippus the Sons of Mentm, Callicra- 
tes the Son of Phi otas, Demochares the Son of Laomedon, 
young Alexander the Son of Polypercor, Traſillus the Bro- 
ther of Menander, the valiant Tyridates, Cambyſes and A. 
raſpes the Sons of Mezens, Cleobulus Son to the unfortunate 
Orfines, Liſtander the Son of Phratapiernes, Philiſtratus the 
Son of Archeſilaus, and many others, who in Valour, and 
Greatneſs of Courage, were no way inferior to thoſe 
whoſe Fortune was more advantageous than theirs, both 
in the Favour of the late King, and in the ſharing of the 
Provinces. 

"This ſtately Review being ended, all theſe famous 
Warriors alighted, and under the Conduct of Lyſfmachns, 
drew near to Condates's Litter. That gallant Prince re- 
ceived them with Civilities worthy both of him and 
them, and payed them ſuch Reſpects as were only duc 
to the chiefeſt and moſt illuſtrious Perſons upon Earth; 
he gave a moſt courteous and ſubmiiſive Reception to 
Artigonus, and his Son, to Craterys, to Polypercon, to T.no- 

f med n, 
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7 medon, and the reſt, whoſe Reputation had produced in 
* him a high Eſteem of their Merit; but as ſoon as he 
is ſaw Oxtartes and Artabaſus come toward him, he endea- 
I your'd to get out of his Litter, and embraced them with 
is Treinblings of Heart, and Sighs which ſtopp'd the Courſe 
g of his Speech: Prince Oxiartes and old Artabaſus, expreſ- 


d ſed the ſame Tendernefs to him, and remembring toge- 
4- ther their firſt Acquaintance, the fall of Dar7us's Houſe, 
id and the Change of their Fortunes, they ſolemnized that 


ne Iiterview with many Tears, in which a good part of 
15 the By- ſtanders were Intereſted. The Nuniber of ſo many 


i- conſiderable Perſons hindred Oroondates at that time from 
7 ſaluring every one of them particularly, but that hindred 
ce not all the Princes from looking upon him with the ad- 
id miration which had already ſeized them, at the Recital of 

es his gallant Actions: Craterus put him in Mind of the 

n; Encounter he had with him at the Battel of 1/7, and of 
nt the Diſadvantage the Gods had ſent him, for ofloring to 
vn oppoſe that Valour, to which all human Valour ought to 


fe yield. Orcondates received Craterus's Diſcourſe with a ö 
eo- great deal of Humility, and excuſed his fall, by the dif- 8 
le order of a Throng, wherein valiant Men and Cowards 
ra- © come down together. Theſe Words drew on a noble and 
on, pleaſing Converſation among ſo many Perſons of Note, 


trom whom the fair Amazon Queen, (who was known to 
many ol the Company that had rerained the Idea of her 
from the time of her Voyage to Alexander) received the 
Honours that were due unto her Merit, and to her Quali- 


ty; all the eminent Perfons in rhat great Army deſired 
{ to partake in that Acquaintance; and the Prefs which 


began to incommode the Princes, obliged them to think 


of retiring, when from Man to Man there came a Rumor 
among them, that there was ſome Diſorder at one end of 
the Camp. Ly ſimachus, Eumenes, Demetrius, Larmedon, 
and many others with them, turned toward that ſide, and 
| cauſed Room to be made for them to ga and appenſe that 
Tumult; while the reſt, with Oroendites and Thaleftris, 


went toward Pole mon's Houſe, The Cauſe of the Noiſe 


that had been heard, was this; five ot ſix Troopers be- 
ing three or four hundred Paces from their Body, and 
| tollowing 


—— 
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following on the Bank of the River, either by Order 
from their Captain, or for ſome particular Intention, ſaw 
coming ſoftly toward them a Cavalier attended only by 
one Squire ; his Garb, and the Pacehe rode, ſhewed that 
he was very weary, or deeply buried in his Thoughts ; 
but whatſoever his Poſture was, one might ſee he was 

of a very fair Stature ; the Colour of his Arms was near 

to that of withered Leaves, but they were ſcattered over 

with black Spots, and with ſome Sparks of Fire in many 

Places ; his Coat of Arms was of wrought Steel, and his 

Cask was covered with Plumes of the ſame Colour, and 

with a long black Horſe-Tail, which waved upon his 

Shoulders; with his Left-hand he carried a Shield, where- 

in he alſo bore Sables, a Man's Heart torn by many Vul- 

tures, and theſe Words in Greek, Or ceaſe to tear me, or 

make me ceaſe to live. In his Right-hand he held a ſtrong 
Javelin, whereof having ſet the end of the Shaft upon 
his Foot, he ſeemed to — upon it with all his Weight, 
Theſe Horſemen having looked a While upon him, and 
ſeeing him come {till nearer to the Camp in that melan- 
choly Faſhion, whether it were that they took him for a 
Spy, or that they had a mind to know who he was, ad- 
vanced toward him uncivilly enough, and asked him 
bluntly, what he was, and whither he went? The 
Stranger lifted up his Head at the Noiſe they made in 
coming to him, and ſeeing himſelf encompaſſed and ex- 
amined by thoſe Fellows; Friends (ſaid he) I foltpw my 
way ; I know not who you are, and you have nothing 
to do to know who I am. The forwardeſt of the Troo- 
pers provok'd at this diſdainſul Anſwer, Whoſoever you 
are (replied he) you ſhall come before our Generals, to 
ive them an Account of what I have asked you, and] 
what Buſineſs bring you ſo near unto our Camp. Saying [f 
theſe Words, he ſeized upon his Bridle, and preſenting | 
the Point of his Javelin at him, commanded: him to fol- 
low him. The Stranger who naturally was none of the | 
moſt Patient, could not ſuffer the Violence that was of- 
fered him, and without conſidering the Number of his | 
Enemies, he ruſhed againſt him that had Jaid hold of his | 
Rein, with his Shield, and with the Breaſt of his Horſc, | 


fs | 


— 
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ſo impetuouſly, that he ſent him and his tumbling breath- 


leſs to the Ground; the reſt exaſperated by the fall of 
their Ccmpanton, ran all furiouſly to revenge him; and 
the Stranger who had already prepared himſelf to receive 
them, made at the firſt ſo unfortunately for him, that he 
ſtruck his Javelin at his Throat, and laid him Dead a- 
mong the Horſes Feet. After this Action, letting go his 
Javelin, he drew his Sword, and falling in among them 
with an incomparable Fierceneſs, he made them quickly 
know, that they had vainly hoped to get the advantage 
over him by their Number; the third of his Enemies was 
already gnawing the Earth, having received a Thruſt 


which ran him quite thro' the Body, and thoſe that were 


left began to think of running away, when the Noiſe of 
the Fight ſo near the Camp was heard by the neareſt 
Troops ; ſome of the 'Froopers ran preſently thither, who 
ſeeing their Companions dead and wounded, reſoly'd to 
take their part, and without conſidering the Laws of Ho- 
nour, fell all together upon the Stranger, who received 
them with a Courage able to {trike that Terror into them 
whercof he himſelf was incapable, Come, baſe Cowards, 
(cry'd he) come, and believe that tho? I care but little for 
my Life, I'll fell it you at as dear a rate as if I loved it 
very much. | | 7 Þ 

At theſe Words he flew amongſt them like a Thunder- 
bolt, and covering himſelf with his Shield with an ad- 
mirable Dexterity, he dealt his Blows to the boldeſt of 
them with ſo great a Force, that every one of them car- 
ried either Death, or an incurable Wound along with it. 
But the Number fill encreaſed, and how valiant ſoever 


| he was, yet being neither Immortal, nor Invulnerable, 
he began to know the Danger which he could not fear, 


and tho? ſtout ly aſſiſted by his Squire, he muſt infallibly 


have ſunk at laſt, if Menaner, Phrataphernes, Oxidases, Li- 
ones, Tiridates, and a great many more, had not come to 
the place of that unequal Combat. Menander, when he 
3 ſaw thoſe Horſemen to be his, made himſelf known to 
them by a loud Cry, and commanding them to retire, he 
1 diſengaged the valiant Stranger from the imminent Dan- 
ger that threatned him, When he was delivered from 


the 
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the Aſſaults of ſo many Enemies, he put up the Beaver 
of his Cask a little to take Breath; and Menander coming 
up ſoftly to him, after having conſidered the number of 
Men he had loſt, and obſerved the greatneſs of their 
Wounds, and the force of the Hand that made them, look- 


ed very earneſtly upon him, and thro' the opening of his 


Cask perceiving ſomething in his Face that was extreamly 
Handſom ; Whoſoever thou art (ſaid he) I know not 


upon what Occaſion thou haſt killed my Men here before 


my Eyes, and in fight of the whole Camp. I am obliged 
to ask Satisfaction of thee for their Death; but I will 
take it fairly without Odds, and tho' theſe bloody Marks 
of thy Valour were enough to terrify common Perſons, 
they ſhall not move me to commit a Baſeneſs, nor make 
| uſe of any Companions otherwiſe than as SpeQators of 
our Combat. Menander had juſt ended theſe Words, 
when Lyſimachus, Eumenes, and the reſt that were with 
them, came unto that place, and having in ſhort leatned 
the Cauſe of that Fight, and the former Sueceſſes, they 
diſpoſed themſelves to be Witneſſes of the Event, and to 


hinder that valiant Man from receiving any foul Play, | 


The Stranger gave no Anſwer to Menandey, but taking a 
Javelin from his Squire, he turned his Baek to his Enemy, 
to fetch a career by his Example. Their Illuſtrious Spec- 
tators with Impatience expected the Iſſue of their Courſe, 
and the Bravery of it deceived not the Opinion they had 
conceived. The two Warriors ſtruck each other with 
their Javelins, and ſhocked one another violently with 
their Shields, but their Force was unequal, and the 
Stranger being only a little ſnaken in his Saddle, thruſt 
Menander out of his, and made him fall over the Crupper 
of his Horſe. Menander got up again, and having an 
undaunted Courage, he drew his Sword, waiting for his 


Enemy in the Poſture of a gallant Man; but the Stran- F 
fer who ſaw he was hurt with his Fall, and who e- 

eemed the frankneſs of his proceeding, coming to him, 
I pray you (ſaid he) let the Combat end between us, I 
have been more happy, but not more valiant than you ; 


yet if your Compantons will run your Fortune, I fall 
willingly give them'this "Advertiſement, and perehance 


TY 
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in their Deſtiny, you may either find your Revenge, or 
your Conſolation. Menander was ſo bruiſed, and ſo lit- 
tle able to proſecute the Combat, that he was conſtrain- 
ed to accept the Offer, with a Grief which he could not 
dillemble; and leaving the Lift to others, J yield to thee, 
(cried he) O valiant Man, but tis with hope that I ſhall 
quickly have Companions in my Diſgrace. Theſe words 
and thoſe of the Stranger animated ſome of the By-ſtan- 
ders with a ſenſe of Honour; and not enduring the Bra- 
vado of that Stranger, they all in a Cluſter demanded the 
Combat, but bold Iioners was firlt ready, and ran ſwiſt- 
ly againſt the Stranger wich an invincible Courage, but 
his Fate was no better than Menander 's, for having vain- 
ly encountred his Enemy he was thrown upon the Ground 


fo impetuoully, that he was hardly able to riſe again. 


Tyridates preſently took his place, but his Fortune was 
the ſame, and Menander had alſo great Matter of Conſola- 
tion in the Falls of Oxidates, Cambyſes, and Phrataphernes. 
Then it was that Lyſmachus and his Companions loſt Pa- 
tience, and the brave Laomed:n, not beiag able to ſuffer 
the publick Affront, ſpurred on his Horfe toward the 
Stranger, and ſending him the choice of two Javelins, 
We mult either repair our D:iſhonour, (cried he) or thou 
muſt abſolutely carry away the Glory from the Compani- 
ons of Alexander. As he ended theſe Words, he ſhook 
his Javelin, and ſetting himſelf ſtiff upon his Stirrups, 
he went to meet his Enemy with a marvellous Sudden- 
neſs, their Shock was worthy of the Valour of them 
both, and the Stranger was ſo diſordered by it, that he 
loſt. his Stirrups, but he overthrew Laomedon with ſuch 


Violence that he made him and his Horſe rowl together | 


upon the Sand. The Fall of Laomedon, whoſe Valour had 
been tried in a thouſand Encounters, cauſed all that were 
preſent to cry out; but it filled Lyſimachus's Mind with 
Grief and Indignation; he advanced. before all the reſt, 
and bolding back young Demetrius, who full of a gene- 
rous Ambition was already beginning his Career againſt 
the Stranger, he drew neai him, and ſaluted him with 
much Civility. After having a while conſidered his Be- 
haviour and his Arms; I would willingly (faid wo 
| rya 
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Tryal of your Strength, if the Wearineſs of ſo many 
Courſes had not leſſened it; and tho' aſter the Fall of 


my Companions, you can get but little Honour upon me, 


I would do my endeavour either to revenge them, or keep 
them company if you were not in a Condition wherein 
you may have need of reſt. The Stranger by this Dif. 
courſe knew the Humour of Lyſtmachus, and being un- 
willing to loſe any of his Advantayes againſt him, I think 
indeed (anſwered he) that I ſhall ſtand in need of all my 
Strength againſt you, bur ſuch as it is, I proteſt to you it 
is as 1ntire, as at the beginning of the Fight, and that! 
have neither Wound nor Wearineſs that hinders me from 
contenting you. I fear (replied Lyſemachus) I ſhall abuſe 
your Generoſity, but I commit this Fault upon your word, 
and upon the Knowledge that J have need of this little 
Advantage againſt you; therefore ſince you pleaſe, I will 
venture the hazard of a Combat which I am aſhamed to 
demand of you, with Proteſtation that this ſhall be. the 
laſt you ſhall be obliged to. I do not hope (ſaid the 
Stranger) to get out of your Hands in a condition tb fight 
another 4 and I ſhall account my ſelf happy, if! 
can keep that Glory againſt you, which I have gotten a- 
gainſt your Friends. After theſe Civilities they turned 
their Backs to take their Career, and clapping Spurs to 


their Horſes, they met with ſuch a Violence, that their 


Shock was little different from that of two Ships driven 
againſt one another by the impetuous Waves ; their Jave- 
lins broke without Effect, and were ſhivered even within 
their very hands; but their Shields, Heads and Shoul- 
ders, daſhed againſt one another ſo forcibly, that ſuch an 
Encounter could not happen without 'Miſchief : The 
Stranger's Horſe wearied with the former Courſes, not 
being able to reſiſt fo powerſul a Charge, fell with his 
Maſter upon the Duſt ; that of Lyſmachus being more 
freſh, kept upon his Feet, but his Maſter came to the 
Ground with the Saddle between his Legs. The two 
Warriors equally aſhamed of their Miſchance, got up at 
the ſame time, and drawing their Swords, laid on two 
ſich weighty Blows as they cloſed, that they were both 
like to have Kiſſed the Ground the ſecond time; theſe 


two. 
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two Tryals of their Strength, having changed their for- 


mer Civilities into a real Anger, they were preparing to 


proſecute their Combat, when, Laomedbn, Menander, Eu- 
menes, and the reſt, deſiring to prevent the Danger that 
threatned thoſe valiant Men, oppoſed their Intention, and 
hindred them from paſſing further. If theſe Combats muſt 
be made an end of, (cried Laomedon) let the Stranger then 
make an end with me, I was not diſabled to fight tho? I 
fell by my Horſe's Fault. Some of thoſe that had been 


diſnounced ſaid as much; but Eumenes, Demetrius, and 


thoſe that were diſintereſted, judged that the Stranger 
was free, that the Glory was equal between him and H- 


| ſimachus ; and that it was not fit to oppoſe his Paſſage 


longer, nor to detain him by other ways than thoſe of 


| Civility. Aſter this Reſolution, Lyſimachus putting up 


the Beaver of his Cask, went to embrace him, and the 
Stranger, in doing the like, made the whole Company fee 


that few Men in the World were equal to him in grace- 
 fulneſs of Behaviour. Lyſimachus as much ſatisfied with 


that ſight, as with the Tryal of his ſtrength, carneſtly 


defired” to engage him in his Party ; and with that De- 
| ſign, Sir, (ſaid he) you here ſee Adorers of youy Valour, 
and you ſhall quickly know the Eſteem and the Affection, 


which it has already produced among them, if you retuſe 


not to be their Companion in a moſt juſt Quarrel, and to 


put your ſelf into a Party, wherein your Generoſity alone 


is able to engage you. I know not (ſaid he to Ly/ima- 
chu) whether theſe be the Forces of Perdiccas, Caſſander, 
and their Friends, which are drawing together at Baby- 
jn. We are the mortal Enemies (replied Hſimachus) of 
thoſe you have named, and of their Party, and *tis only 
2 againſt them, we have raiſed the Forces which you ſee 
cover this Field, I cannot be your Friend then, (anſwer- 
ed the Stranger) and tho' I particularly eſteem your Vir- 
tue, a more ancient Obligation calls me to your Enemies; 
tis only to ſerve them againſt you, that I am SO to 
Babylon, and if you be ſo generous as to afford me Paſſage 
5 thither, we ſhall every Day have Occaſions to end the 


Combats we have begun. Lyſimachus's Anger was a lit- 
tle kindled at this Reply, but he diſſembled it the beſt 
| he 
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he could, and ſaid to the Stranger with much Moderati- 
on; You are too gallant a Man not to find free Paſſage 
every where, and tho* your Aſſiſtance be very conſidera. 
ble, we fear not our Enemies ſo much, as to go about to 
weaken them of the ſuccour they will receive from you. 
We ſhall ſee you upon Service, ſince you deſire it, and 
it you be diſtinguiſh'd in the Throng by that Impreſs of 
the Vvjtures, tis by that of the Lyon you may always 
know Lyſftmachus. At theſe Words, without deſirin 

further Converſation with him after the Declaration he 
had made, he cauſed the Stranger's Horſe to be led to 
him, and preſently gave him a Convoy to bring him thro' 
the Troops, and to conduct him within ſight of the Gates 
of Babylon. The Stranger departed on this manner, and 
taking his way toward the City, left Hſimachus and his , 
Companions a high eſteem of his Valour, and Matter e- 
nough to talk of him all the reſt of that Pay. If our E- 
nemies (ſaid Lyſimachus) have many Men in their Party f 
like this Stranger, and like Arſaces who has already em. | 
braced it, we ſhall not be without Employment; but IM, 
know not why the Gods ſhould permit ſo unjuſt a Quar- a 
rel to be ſupported by ſuch valiant Perſons. After thiz b 
Diſcourſe, and ſome Orders they gave to make their In 
Troops draw back into their Quarters, they went to bz 
Fund the reſt of their Friends who were retired to Pole- * 
men's Houſe with Oroondates. There with more Leiſure hig 
and more Liberty than in the Field, Oroodates expreſſed. - 
this Endearments to his old Friends, and perfected his, 
Acquaintance with his new ones. Oxyartes and Artaba, u 
could not tell which way ſufficiently to teſtify their ar. 
dent Affection to him, and the young Princes Oxydates, 
Lioneus, Cambyſes, and many others, who had formerly 
ſcen, and adored him in the Court of Darius, conſidered 
him as a Demy- God, and kiſſed his Hands with Submiſſ- 
ons, and Reſpects, which they could not have ſhowed to 
any other Man without Idolatry, and to which he anſwer: 

ed with a Confuſion worthy of his Modeſty. Artaba/ulf- 
made him remember his firſt being in Arms againſt Dari 
25, his Arrival at the Court, and the bloody Battel 6 


Selena, where he had fought in Perſon againſt the Forcei 
f © 


erw 
rel 
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3. of the King his Father. Oxyartes and Craterus put him in 
© | mind of the Battel ot Ius; Ilioneus ſpake to him of Da- 
a- maſcus, and of his Encounter with Artaban and Pparmenio; 
to Piolcmeus and Antigonus ot his Paſſages with Alexander, 
u. Eumenes of the Batrel of Arbella, and Polypercon of what 
nd he had done for the ſaving of Alexander at Suſa. In that 
ot Illuſtrious Company there were few, who, tho' they ne- 
ys ver knew him till then, had not been Witneſſes c© ſome 
"9 of his marvellous Actions, and by that Recapitulation of 
he his Life, they called things into his Memory, which in- 
to ſtead of comfort ing, did moſt ſenſibly afflict him. When 
ro that Entertainment broke oft, Laomedon had time to tell 
cs the Company the Encounter of the Stranger who had diſ- 


and mounted him with fo many others, and who had found 


his Þ no Reſiſtance but in ſimachus, and ſpake of his Valoug 
in Terms, which made them all ſorry to hear he had 


. E. choſen the contrary Party. The Day having been thus 
ay Þ ſpent, all the Men retired into their Tents, and left Oro- 
15 ondates alone in the Houſe with the Ladies, whoſe Num- 
U 


| ber was augmented by the Arrival of the Wives of Poly- 
bercon, and of ſome other; the moſt conſiderable of them 
| lodged in the Houſe with them that were there before, 
their and the reſt went down into the Tents with their Hus- 
© ©OWbands. That Night, as many others, was pailed by our 
Poie-Wlovers in violent Diſquiets; Orvondates tormented with 
Yu Wis Jealouſy, was little capable of reſt, and Thaleſtris was 
efled racked. with the ſame Paſlion, but with more Vehemence, 
\ befand with more furious Reſentments againſt what ſhe for- 
104, Ui erly had loved. Lyſsmachus free from that Torture, and 
ir ar- delivered from his former Grief, ſuffered now only for 
date%feie Abſence and Captivity of his Princeſs. True it is, 
merh hat to the Sorrow ſor that Separation, which deprived 
dered im of a Sight ſo earneſtly longed for, he likewiſe added 
miſl- Fears grounded upon very reaſonable Probabilities ; he 
ed tovas in fear for the Life and for the Humour of his Prin- 
IwCiÞcis ; he was afraid that Roxana would vent her utmoſt 
abaſuſruelties againſt her, and if the Love of 4lcetas, who 
Dan gor his own Intereſt was like to be watchful in the Pre- 
tel d ervation of her, had not a little ſecured him, that Ap- 


* rehenſion would have been ſufficient to deprive him F 


— 
„% 
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all Repoſe. And moreover, he feared left Pariſatis, from 
whom he had received none but very light Teſtimonies of 
Affection, ſnould have changed with her Fortune, and 
have taken a general Averſion to Men, by thoſe Acci- 
dents which might have incenſed her againſt them; this 
was his Miſtruſt, for to ſuſpect her of any other Ligntneſs 


after the Knowledge he had of the Firmneſs and Solidiry 


of her Mind,was what could never fall into his Thought. 
That which augmented theſe cruel Doubts, and made him 
the more unſatisfied with Fortune, was the little reckon. 
ing his Princeſs had made of him fance her Misfortunes, 
having neither deigned atter ſo many, and ſo great Proofs 
of his Affection, to command his Service, nor ſo much as 
to make her ſelf known to him, in the ſtrange Occaſions 
ſhe had, and in the Dangers ſhe had run. Not being 
well able to digeſt this Effect of her Severity, he took it 
for an Effect of Ingratitude, and this thought plunged him 
into a deadly Affliction. Aſter he had done all he could 
poſſibly to — himſelf, and to baniſh that killing Opi- 
nion out of his mind, he ſet himſelf to ſearch out Means 


to ſee her, or to hear — News of her, not having Pati- 


ence in that condition to ſtay till the end of a War which 


might be of a tedious Length, and whereof the Events as 


yet were doubtful. 


In theſe Agitations of Mind he paſſed a good part ol 


the Night, and the next Morning came betimes into Orv- 


ondates s Chamber: Finding no body with him but Araxes, ; 
he preſently communicared his Diſquiets to him, and the] 


Defire he had to attempt all things poſlible to ſee Pariſa- 


#is, or to learn ſomething of her. The Prince of Scyhia, 
who for all his Jealouſy was more inflamed than ever, Þ 
declared unto Lyſimachus firſt by his Sighs, and then by 
Diſcourſes which were all fire, that he was racked with 
the ſame Deſire, and that notwithſtanding he was be- 
tray'd, abandoned and forgotten, he could not poſſibly] 
take any reſt in that Ignorance of his Princeſs's Condit 1 
on. What do we know (ſaid he) but that they may be 

fallen again into the Hands of mercileſs Roxana, or thatÞ 

our Enemies may with Tyranny and Indignity make uſi 


ol their Power over them * Ah ! without Dan, it I 
were 
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. were in a condition to do it, I would go thro' a thouſand 

m Swords, but I would ſee my ungrateful Statira. I ſhould + 

of already have attempted the ſame, (ſaid Lyimachus) if I 

nd could undertake it without ruining our Affairs; but my 

di- Face is ſo known to all that are at Babylon, that twould 

his be impoſhble I ſhould be a Minute concealed among 
cſs them. Araxes coming to them during this Diſcourſe ; If { 
ty. you think me capable to ſerve you, (ſaid he) why do you X 

ht. not put me upon this Employment; you cannot chuſe any | 

in | body that will perform it with more Fidelity, nor that 

n- can do it with more Facility; I am unknown to all your 1 
es, Enemies, and provided I can but hide my ſelf from Ar- il 
os | Bates, I may be amongſt them without danger whole 

as 1 Years togethet. Ah ! Araxes, (cried Oroondates) after 

ons Toxaris's Adventure, I ſhould be in too much fear of thy | 

ng f Life, I ſhould never be at quiet, if I had caſt thee into i 
cit ſo manifeſt a Peril. 1 am not worthy, Sir, (reply'd A- | 

um Þ yaxes) of the care you have of my Safety, and ſince it is 

uld Þ® dearer to you than I have deſerved, I will manage it ſo | 
p!- ® well, that I will run no hazard. Toxaris's Misfortune A 
ans ſhall make me take Care to ſhun Arhates, and all other | 
ati- ® Perſons that might diſcover me, and you may be certain = 
ich! Twill bring you News of the Princeſſes, if it be poſſible * 
sas to learn any, and will give you a pretty good account of | 


the Condition your Enemies are in. Araxes to theſe 
totÞ Words added ſo many others, that he at laſt obtained the 
Dro- Commiſſion he deſired from his Maſter ; he promiſed Ly- 
xen fmachus the like Service, and that Prince who acknow- 
the] ledged himſelf obliged to him, returned him Thanks 
i. with extraordinary Kindneſs and Civility, The Princes 
bia, would not give him any Inſtructions, knowing, he was 
ver, capable of more important Buſineſſes, and they relied ab- 
by ſolutely upon his Prudence for the whole Conduct of that 
vithÞ) Enterprize. Araxes advis'd them to venture two Letters, 
be- which ſhould be delivered to their Princeſſes, if he could 

be ſo happy as to get a ſight of them, or be brought back 
iti- N to their Hands again, it he returned without having been 
be] able to do them that Service. Oroondates, in the ſtate he 
that believed himſelf to ſtand in Statira's Mind, and in that 
uſc ſhe her ſelf ſtood in his, found great Difficulties before 
it i Vor. Ul. _—_— he 


. 
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he could reſolve to write to her; but in the end, by the 
Perſuaſians of Lyſimachus, who ſweetned his Diſcontents 
as much as pollibly he could, and who was not much 
better ſatisfied himſelt, he took a Pen, and writ theſe 


Words unto the Queen: | 


Prince Oroondates to Queen Statira. 
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OU might think this Meanneſs of Spirit ſtrange, 
if for your ſake I were not accuſtomed to be 
guilty of the like. I reproach you with nothing, O 
Caſſandra, but I come to die for you, ſince you have 
judged me unworthy to live for you; I will eadeavour 
by my Blood to eſtabliſh your Repoſe, but with that 
Blood I will alfo ingrave in your Heart an eternal Re- 
morſe of your Infidelity to me. As much caſt off, and 
as much forſaken as I am now, for the laſt time, I 
will without Trouble give that Life for you, which 
you have uſed to ſacrifice to Deſpair : But pardon me, 
O Statira, if in the Service I do you in general, I 
oftend you in particular; and if in the number of your 
Enemies, I comprehend my cruel and pitileſs Enemy: 
he ſhall fall, if the Gods fayour the Juſtice of my 
Quarrel ; but if I be capable to injure you in his Per- 
ſon, I ſhall be ſo without doubt to ſatisfy you in mine, 
© and you ſhall not have the Diſpleaſure of ſeeing Oroon- 


— — 
— 


— uw 


— 5 2 
„ Corn = 


= = o === a 
= — _— — — 
o c 8 
— — © TIT 
by —y— =! —ͤͤů — 
— E — — 
- ir "<6 ; 
— — 


8 
A M M A „ K „„ A „ „ „„ A A 


© gaiuſt you. 


This was Oroondates's Letter; and that 
of the diſcontented Ly/imachus was in 
theſe Terms: | 


Fyirce 


© dates out- live the Offence he ſhall have committed a- 
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Prince Lyſimachus to the Princeſs 
Pariſatis. = 


„ 


c E from whom you concealed your ſelf ſo care: 
c = fully, cannot conceal himſelf from you, O Pari- 
© ſatis | and you may know him by his ordinary Marks ; 
© he comes to do you a Service, which you will not 
vouchſafe ro receive from him, rather than to make 


Sorrow in the Joy of your Safety, and ſince it pleaſes 


ing to ſuffer that you ſhould {till be inſenſible, and that 

vou ſhould ſtill be Pariſatiss The Unchangeableneſs 
of your Humour cannot be truly compared to any thing 
but that of mine, and you are not more firm in keeping 
your ordinary Inſenſibility toward me, than I am in 
keeping within the Terms of an inviolable Fidelity to- 
wards you. 


They had juſt made an end of writing their Letters, 
and had given them to Araxes with moſt preſſing Recom- 
mendations, when the Chamber was filled with Princes 
that came to viſit Oroomdates; and while they were draw- 
ing near unto his Bed, Araxes, who had no further Or- 
ders to receive, went out of the Room, and ſo directly 
of his Commiſſion. After that the 
Princes had paid their Civilities to Oroondates, and en- 
quired concerning his Health, they entered into Coun- 


Hel about their Affairs, and Antigonus having demanded 
Audience to propoſe ſomething of Moment, ſpake to them 


on this manner: Beſides the knowledge of your Valour, 
that of the Juſtice of our Quarrel, gave me very good 
Hopes of the Iſſue of our Enterprize; and I believed that 
in proſecuting our Enemies before as thoſe that had mur- 


thered, and now as thoſe who unjuſtly detain the Widow 


of our deceaſed King, and their own lawful Queey, 5 
| " "= G 2 7 = ha 


Complaints of your diſdain, I ought to drown that. 


the Gods that you are alive, I ought without Murmur-- 
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againſt them; but yet as if the Gods had judged that 


were Friends, and make them turn thoſe Arms againſt 
one another which they have made uſe of for the Conqueſt 


light the Crimes of our Enemies, and compleat our ta- 
king Arms againſt them by Reaſons able to arm all vertu- 
ous Perſons with us. Amongſt the falſe Murtherers of 
Statira and Pariſatis, we aſſault the true Murtherers of A.- 


ed, and I cannot aver that Perdiccas and Roxana had med- 
led in this Parricide, yet are they criminal enough to be 


the perfidious Caſſander, who has taken away the Life not 
only of his King, but of the greateſt of all Kings. Do 
not believe it is upon light Conjectures that I diſcover 
this Fact to you, tis not upon the Jealouſy we had of it, 
nor upon the Knowledge many of us have had of his 
Love unto Roxana, and his Averſion to Alexander, from 
the time he took him by the Hair, and beat his Head a- 
gainſt the Walls in our Preſence ; no, we have a certain 
Aſſurance of it, and I can produce two Men, who ver 

$anocently ſerved as Inſtruments in this horrid Treaſon ; 
they are two Macedonians who were bred up with Antipa- 
ter, and who by Caſſander's Command brought unto the 
Court that Poiſon which put an end to the gallanteſt Life 
that ever was; twas of the Water of Nonacris, a Foun- 
tain in Macedonia, which is of ſuch an exceſſive Coldneſs, 
that it extinguiſhes all natural Heat, and cannot be con- 
rained in any thing but a Horſe's Hoof. Theſe two Ma- 
cedonians having brought it to Caſſander, he found Means 


within a while after diſcovering himſelf to them, as to 
two old Servants of his Houſe, he by hope of extraordi- 
nary Recompences, would have perſuaded them to pour 
this Water into the King's Drinks; but they affrighted 
at that horrible Deſign, retuſed to obey him, and ſtrove 
vert him from that cruel Reſolution. Caſſander ha- 
ainly ſolicited them again, made uſe of his Brother 
; "7 on Iolas, 


had a Pretext reaſonable enough, to arm all our Forces 


Cauſe too light to divide ſo many Princes who heretofore 


of the whole Earth, they have been pleaſed to bring to 


lexander; our Suſpicions are now but too much confirm- 


deteſted both of the Gods and Men, fince they uphold 


to procure them places about the — * Cup-board, and 
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Jolas, whom for that deſign he got to be made chief Cup- 


protect them againſt Caſſander, making me the Relati- 


Words. | 


i Princes began with Imprecations to deteſt Caſſander's Wie- 
kedneſs, and by ſo powerful a Motive, were more ſtrong- 


imagine that others were capable of a Crime of that Na- 


gonus had ſaid, and anſwered many Queſtions which were 
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bearer ; and for fear thoſe two Men ſhould declare his 
Wickedneſs, he cauſed them to be taken by others of his 
Dependants, who under ſome Pretence carried them our 
of the Town, with a Command to kill them. The Vil- 


lains followed the Order they had received from their 


Maſter, and having brought theſe miſerable Wretches in- 
to a by-place, they ſtabb'd them in many Parts of their 
Bodies, but it ſo pleaſed the Gods that they had not time 
to make an end of them, and that ſeeing certain Perſons 
coming toward the place where they were, they fled a- 
way leaving thoſe poor Men half dead ; they were taken 
from thence by Country People, who carrying them to 
their Houſes, cauſed them to be drefled ſo caretully, that 
they at laſt recovered, and but Yeſterday being able 1 
to walk Abroad, they came to me, deſiring 1 would I 


on more at large, of what I have told you in a few 


Antigonus had no ſooner ended his Diſcourſes, but he 
ſent for the two Macedonians, and in the meantime all the 


ly animated in the Hatred they bore his Party ; they had 
ſuſpected Jolas before upon many ConjeRures, but having 
noble and generous Souls themſelves, they could hardly 


ture. In the interim the two Men came, and having 
made a Depoſition every way conformable to what Anti- 


asked them about that Matter, they leſt the whole Com- 
pany fully confirmed in the Belief of that Parricide. All 
thoſe great Princes whoſe Hearts did moſt ſacredly reve- 
rence the Memory of Alexander, trembled at this Confir- 
mat ion, and ſent forth Threats againſt thoſe Monſters 
full of a true Zeal and lawful Anger. Even Oroondates 
himſelf, who honoured the Remembranre of that mighty 
King as of a miraculous Perſon, was highly concerned in 
their Reſentment, and with them ſwore to revenge the 
Death of that illuſtrious Rival. The Princes not being 

| G 3 "ones 
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contented that the Juſtice of their Cauſe ſhould ſerve for 
their own private Satisfaction, were deſirous to manifeſt 
it to the whole World, and to make all Men know, it 
was not for light Occaſions that they had taken Arms a- 
gainſt their Companions and ancient Allies. With that 
Intent, after they had agreed upon it among themſelves, 
they ſer forth a Declaration which Artabaſus and Eumenes 
drew up in theſe Words : 


The Princes joined in League for the Re- 
wvenge of Alexander, and for the Liberty 
75 the Queen bis Wife, and of the Princeſs 

is Siſter. 


S we have ever believed, that without very pow- 


looſe themſelves from the Bonds of Friendſhip, and vi- 
olate their ancient Alliances : So have we alſo defired, 
that all thoſe to whom our ARions ſhall be known, 
might be made acquainted with our Intentions, and 
might have no occaſion to expound them according to 
the Senſe our Enemies would give them. We proteſt 
therefore both before the Gods, and before Men, that 
it is not any Diſcontent about our Shares in the lately 
divided Empire, nor any Defign to make our ſelves 
greater, that hath put Arms into our Hands againſt 
thoſe who heretofore were our Friends and Compani- 
ons, but much juſter Cauſes, and ſuch as ought to make 
all the generous Perſons upon Earth to riſe up with us. 
It is for Alexander that we have taken Arms, and we 
have art laſt diſcovered that that Demi-God, who found 
none but Adorers thro' the whole World, hath found 
Monſters amongſt his own Subjects, who by an execra- 
ble Parricide, have deprived Mankind of the greateſt 
Perſonage that ever lived. Caſſander, whoſe Name 
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of whom no body ought henceforth to ſpeak without 
s . SY c Peteſta- 


erful Reaſons, Men could not with Honour un- 


ought to be abhorred by all the Princes upon Earth, and 
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© Deteſtation, the baſe Poiſoner of his Maſter, and of his 


| © King, does not only find Safety amongſt thoſe who 


< wear neareſt to him, and amongſt thoſe who hold all 


© their Honour and their Fortune from him, but alſo a 


Support againſt thoſe that were his faithful Servants, 
© and a Protection that would be refuſed him even among 
© the greateſt Enemies of his Memory. Roxana whom he 
© honoured with his Bed, and with the Participation of 
his Crowns, whom from the Daughter of Cobartanus, be 
c raiſed to be the Wife of Alexander, and whom from 
© Captivity, he exalted to the higheſt degree of Honour 
© that ever Woman attained ; Perdiccas whom he fayou- 
© red during his Lite, and whom he honoured at his 

Death with the chiefeſt Marks of his Affection and E- 

ſteem, and a great many others who are little leſs in- 


C 
a 

d dqebted than they to the Aſhes of their Maſter, arm 
c 


themſelves in Defence of his Poiſoners, of bis Parri- 
© cides. But was there any leſs to be expected from 
© thoſe who by Actions of the ſame Nature have ſuffici- 
© ently teſtified that they were of the ſame Inclinations, 
c and that they would yet proſecute Alexander in the Per- 
c ſon of them that were as dear to him as his Life, Did 
not Perdiccas and the reſt of Rexana's Accomplices by a 
Violence without Example, force the great Queen Sta- 
tira, and the Princeſs her Siſter, out of the Hands of 


% 


s their Attendants, to murther them before the Eyes of 


that pitileſs Woman ? Did they not even bring the 
Knife unto their Throats ? And it Pevdiccas out of Con- 
ſideration of his own Intereſt ſpared their Lives, hath 


he not changed the Pain of their Death into that of a 
cruel] and unworthy Captivity ? "Thoſe great Princeſſes 


King, now languiſn in Slavery to his Subjects who 
3 upon them, and who from the 


impoſe ſnamefu 
Blood of Darius, and from the Alliance of Alexander, 
would make them ſtoop to that of the meſneſt of his 
Followers. Theſe are the only. Conſiderations that 
make us take up Arms, with a firm Proteſtation before 
all the World, and at the Foot of our Altars, that we 
will never lay them down till Alexander be revenged, 
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and the Princeſſes freed and ſatisfied. And if our E- 
nemies would perſuade indifferent Perſons, that we 
make uſe of theſe Pretences to cover our Ambition, or 


ftice themſelves upon the Murtherers of Alexander, and 
reſtore the Princefles to their Liberty, and to their for- 
mer Authority, and they ſhall find us moſt ready to 
withdraw our Forces from theſe Countries, and leaye 
them in a perfect Tranquillity. 


rere 


The Princes having cauſed a great many Copies to be 
taken of this Declaration, made them be ſpread abroad 
thro' the Army, and were careful to ſend them to all 
Places where they deſired the Juſtice of their Quarrel 
ſhould be known. 'The next day they procceded to the 
Election of a General, and to make choice of a Prince a- 
mong them, that ſhould give Orders, and command the 
reſt with an abſolute Power; but in this Enterprize there 
was no ſmall Dithculty, and their Conteſtations were 
very different from thoſe which are uſual on the like Oc- 
caſions; all of them equally avoided that Advantage; 
and that Glory which elſewhere is wont to be ſo much 
envied, found nothing but Averſion and Diſdain amongſt 
thoſe generous Souls, All with a joint Conſent yielded 
that Honour to Prince Oroondates, and proteſted to him 
with great Submiſſions, that they would not march with 
bim unleſs they might obey him. Ptolomens, Lyſimachus, 
Oxyartes, Eumenes, and many others, preſſed him to it 
with moſt earneſt Entreaties, but he reſiſted them with 
To much Modeſty and Conſtancy, that twas impoſſible for 
them to move him. It is enough (ſaid he) that you do 
me the Honour to ſuffer me amongſt you, and I receive 
that Favour with great Acknowledgment, I who am uſe- 
leſs among you, and who am here utterly deſtitute of 
Forces, in the midſt of ſo many Princes, the weakeſt of 
whom have brought whole Armies. Altho* I had with 
me all the Strength of Scythia, I ſhould ſtill make it my 
Glory to obey Men ſo worthy to command me, and I 
mould be as firm as I now am, in refuſing an Honour, 
which 


other leſs lawful Cauſes of Diviſion, let them do Ju. 
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which you cannot offer me without making me remember 
my want of Ability. By ſuch like Reaſons Orvondates 


rejected the Command, but not one of the Princes could 


be perſuaded to take it from him, and Prolomeus, Lyſima- 
chus, and the reſt, were no leſs obſtinate than he in de- 
nying to accept of that Authority, Art laſt by Voices of 
all the Officers, the chief Command was put into the 
Hands of Six among them, who ſhould Command by 
Turns every one his Day. Theſe were Prince Oroondates, 
Prince Oxyartes, Ptolomeus, Iyſimachus, Craterus, and An- 
tigonus. Eumenes, Polypercon, Queen Thaleſtris, old Ar- 
tabaſus, and Laomedon, who might with juſtice have pre- 
tended to the ſame Dignity, refuſed it ſo abſolutely, that 
'twas impoſſible to make them come into the number. 
Artabaſus excuſed himſelf by his Age, Thaleftris by her 
Sex, Eumenes by his Temper, which was an Enemy to 
Command, and by the Union between him and Ptolomens, 
to whom he remitted the whole Care ; Polypercon and 
Laomedon by other Conſiderations. The Six Princes ſee- 
ing themſelves conſtrained to ſubmit to that Election, con- 
deſcended to it at laſt, proteſting to their Companions 
that they accepted nothing of that Charge but the Care 
and Trouble, and that for the Honour of it they would 
always yield it totally to them. That Day being ſpent 
in this Election, all retired to their Tents, and the next 
Morning certain Scouts that had been ſent abroad, brought 
word to Craterus, (to whom, by reaſon of his Experience, 
of his Credit with the Soldiery, which he {till preſerved 
ſince Alexander's Time, and of Oroondates's Indiſpoſition, 


all his Companions had given the firſt Day) that they had 
* ſeen a Body of ſeven or eight hundred Horſe come out of 
the City, who made as it they would draw near unto 
their Camp, wheeling about toward the fide of the Hill. 
The young Demetrius excited by a generous Ardor, asked 
Leave of Craterus to go with a like Number of Men, to 
drive the Enemies back into the Town, or draw them 
to a Fight; and having with ſome Dithculty obtained, it 
from his Father Antigonus, who loved him with an ex- 
traordinary Tenderneſs, and who could not without great 
2 Repugnance ſec him go into danger, he took Horſe with 
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eight hundred of his Men, who had the Honour of ſtrik- 
ing the firſt Blow in that War; he would not take a 
reat Number with him for fear the Incquality of the 
arty ſhould make the Enemies retire without Fighting, 
and rob him of the Glory he ſought ; beſides that the 
place was proper tor his Intention, and that in an open 
Campaign he could not fear any Ambuſhes, which in a- 
nother place the Enemy might have had a Deſign to draw 
Him into. The beautiful Paris never had ſuch a Grace in 
Arms as the young Demetrius, his Eyes ſhot darts of Love 
and War fo 2 » that it was hard for his Enemies to 
Tee him in that Equipage, without fearing and loving him 
both together. Young Alexander, brave Nioneus, valiant 
Tiridates, the two couragious Sons of Mazexs, and many 
other youthful Princes without Command, would needs 
accompany Demetrius on that firſt Occaſion. They mar- 
ched all together, and in excellent Order, guided by 
them that had brought the Intelligence, and Craterus who 
would not hazard them careleſly, cauſed Two Thouſand 
Horſe to advance out of the Camp, and be in a readineſs 
to ſecond them in caſe of Neceſſity. Queen Yale ſtris 
who was preſent when this Order was given, deſired 
Craterus to grant her the Conduct of them, which he did 
with great Civility ; and that new Bellona, eager of that 
Occafion to make her ſelt remarkable, called for her 
Arms, and being covered with poliſhed Steel, ſhe put 
Her ſelf at the Head of thoſe Men, who ſubmitted them- 
ſelves joyfully to her Command, and felt their Valour 
redoubled by the Preſence of that fair Amazon, whoſe Re- 
putation was ſpread over all Aſia. Demetrius was already 
a good way from the Camp, and marched before his Men 
with a Joy that was eaſily obſerved in his Countenance ; 
Alas J he was ignorant of his Deſtiny, and knew not how 
many Sighs and Tears that Day would coſt him. He met 
not the Enemies ſo ſoon as he imagined, for they being 
come from Babylon only to burn ſome Village from 
whence the Camp drew great Conveniencies, had already 
done their Execution, and were retiring toward the City 
in great Diligence. Demetrius diſcovered them upon a 
little Hill that roſe up in the plain, and being inflamed 
| Ol ; at 
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at that fight with a youthful Anger, he excited his Com- 
panions to the Fight by Words that breathed nothing but 
Fire. My Friends, (ſaid he) how great will our Glory 
be, if among ſo many Thouſand gallant Men, we bring 
home the rl Honours of this War; *tis from this Be- 
inning the Omen of the future Succeſs will be drawn, 
and all our Camp looks upon it as an infallible Progno- 
ſtick of the general Event. Saying theſe Words, he ad- 
vanced apace, and endeayoured to cut off the Enemies 
Paſſage to the Town, thereby to force them to an Encoun= 
ter whether they would or no; but there was no need of 
that Induſtry to engage them to it, for they were led by 
a Man, who for a greater Number than his, would not 
have quitted the Field without Fighting. Twas Leona- 
tus, whoſe Courage was little ſhort of Raſnneſs, and 
who in the Court of Alexander had always paſt for one 


of the boldeſt, and moſt adventrous. Neither did he 
continue his way to Babylon, but ſeeing Demetrius ad- 


vance, (whoſe Forces he judged by the Eye to be little 
different from his) he faced about, and after having ſent 
cut a couple of Horſemen to view his Strength, he mar- 
ched ſtraight towards him, and commanded his Trumpets 
to ſound a Charge. Never did a more pleaſing Noiſe 
than that fill the Ears of the young Son of Antigonus ; he 
made them to be anſwered by his at the ſame time, 
and ſeeing Leonatus at the Head of his Squadron, he. 
ſpurred on at a good diſtance before his, and holding 
up his Javelin, he ran fiercely at him, being covered 
wi that Shield whereon the God of Love was paint- 
ed. | 1 
Leonatus met him with a Courage not Inferior to his, 
and their Javelins breaking in the Encounter, they ended 
their Career without being thrown out of their Saddles z 
but Leonatus loſt his Stirrups, and was ſo ſhaken in his 
Seat, that he tottcred a good while in great danger of 
falling. The Croud of thoſe that fell on after them, hin- 
dred the Proſecution of their Combat, and ruſhing each 
into his Enemies Squadron, they inſtantly ſhewed Proofs. 
of an extraordinary Valour ; the Earth was covered with 


dead Bodies in a Moment, and both Sides fought with ſo 


much Courage, and Obſtinacy, that the Victory * 
ong 
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Jang uncertain ; but in the end Demetrius, who in thoſe 
Beginnings of his Arms reſolved either to overcome or 
dic, and his valiant Companions who fought cloſe by 
him, animated their Men ſo bravely by their Words, and 
by their Examples, that Leonatus's Party began to pive 
Ground. Demetrius who ſaw them Waver, purſued his 
'Advantage fiercely, and continued his _ with ſo 
much Vigour, that at laſt he made the fierceſt of them 
turn their Backs. Leonatus ſtrove to ſtop his Men by En- 
Treaties and Threats, but when once fear had ſeized them, 
it was impoſſible to make them face about. Cambyſes, A.- 
ya/pes, Tiridates, Alexander, and Tlioneus, ſeconded their 
young Leader ſo gallantly, that in the end their Enemies 
were utterly routed, | 

Leonatus not being able to rally, fought like a deſpe- 
Tate Man, and having overthrown Tiridates, he came up 
to Demetrius a ſecond time; but Fortune was againſt him 
in that laſt Combat, for having received two Wounds, he 
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with much ado was reſcued by ſome of his moſt faithful a 
Soldiers, out of the Hands of that young Warrior, for | 
whom Victory had already declared her ſelf. Leonatus 
was carried off by his Men whether he would or no, and ] 
the reſt of his Party fled toward the City without Order, « 
and without Reſiſtance. The Conquerors proſecuted their } 
Victory eagerly, and were already within fight of the | } 
Walls of Balylon, when there came forth a Body of Horſe 3 
conſiſting of three or four Squadrons. Demetrius at that Þ r 
Sight made a Halt, and all his Friends counſelled him to 2 
retire, while he had a free Retreat; but he having av 
fiery Courage could not diſpoſe himſelf to hearken to their t 
Advice, and would rather periſh than turn his Back to 
them who fled till before him. | C 
The Remainder of Leonatus's Squadron taking Heart, Þ' h 
began to face about to amuſe him; and without doubt B 
his youthful Ardor was going to precipitate him into a 
manifeſt Danger, when ſome of his Soldiers caſting their o 
Eyes towards the Camp, perceived the Amazon Queen, |! or 
who with her Two Thouſand Horſe came up at a large ar 


Trot to have her part in Demetrius's Glory, That young |! hi 
Warrior finding his Men recover Spirit at the fight of m 
that Supply, could no longer contain himſelf, bur utterly 
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 Cleophon, the Son of Cenos; Cleomedes, the Brother of Ege- 
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ſior his Pre 
little, he was met with ſo furious a ſhock, that he tum- 
| bled amongſt the Horſes Feet, which had trampled out 
| his Brains, if the care of his Safety had not cauſed many 
of his Soldiers to alight, who drew him out of that 
; 3 and ſet him again on Horſeback, tho' extreamly 
brui 

Stranger had overthrown Ilioneus and Tiridates ; and fal- 
lung in amongſt the reſt, caſt Fear and Death into all pla- 
ces u hitherſoever he turned. Demetrius ſought him with 
his Sword in his Hand, and ſtrove by his Valour to make 
his ſmall Party ſubſiſt, but his Endeavours were in vain, 
and he could no longer defend himſelf againſt thoſe vigo- 


5˙ 
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rous Enemies, whoſe Number was four times as great 


as his, if he had not been ſeconded by the Amazon Queen, 


> who preſently ſtopt the Enemies Impetuouſneſs, and made 
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defeating thoſe who yet made Head againſt him, (as it 
were to rough-hew the Victory before the Queen came 
up) he ran fiercely to give a Charge to thoſe new Ene- 
mies. Caſſander was at the Head of them, and with him 
the valiant Stranger, who a few days before had diſmoun- 
ted ſo many gallant Men upon the Bank of the Euphrates. 
Demetrius knew him by that dreadful Impreſs of the Vul- 
tures, and animated with a deſire to ſeek Honour where 
the Danger was greateſt, he took a Javelin, and gave his 
Horſe a looſe directly toward him; but Caſſander oppoſed 
his Deſign, and coming to receive that Encounter, con- 


ſtrained him to employ thoſe Arms againſt him, which he 


intended _— another ; but he was quickly puniſhed 
umption, for having only ſhaken Demetrius a 


ed with his Fall. In the mean time the invincible 


the Combat equal. Amongſt thoſe that accompanied Caſ- 
ſander, were the young Ariſtander, Brother to Leonatus ; 


locus; and many other Men of Courage, and of Noble 


The brave Thaleſtris had laid Ariſtander and Cleomedes | 


on the Ground with two ſeveral Blows, Ariſtander with 
one of her Javelin, which ran him thro' the Shoulder, 
and Cleomedes with another of her Sword, which made 
him fall under the Horſes Feet; ſhe ſeconded thoſe two 
mighty Strokes with many others, which ſoon made her 
' to de taken Notice of, and forced the boldeſt of her Ene- 
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mies to turn the Point of their Arms againſt her, but ſhe 
behaved her ſelf with ſuch a Fury as made them believe 
ſhe could not poſſibly be wounded. The Noiſe of this 
Supply, and of her Valour, came quickly to the Ears of 
the furious Stranger, whoſe Reputation, and the Slaugh- 
ter he had made in another place, was already come unto 
the Queen ; this mutual Report animated theſe two ya. 
liant Perſons with a deſire to get to one another, and tor. 
eing their Paſſage with their Swords, they ſought the way 
that might ſooneſt bring them together. The two coura- 
gious Sons of Mazexs, yho had made themſelyes remar. 
kable that day by a thouſand gallant Actions, and who 
(bloody all over) had done Things truly worthy of the 
Memory of their Father, oppoſed the Stranger's Paſſage 
before he could come up to the Queen; and Cambyſes de- 
fying him with a loud Cry, diſcharged ſuch a weighty 
Blow upon his Cask, as made his Head fink almoſt to the 
Saddle-bow, and ſcarce had he recovered his Seat when 
Araſpes vigorouſly ſeconding his Brother, laid upon him 
ain in the ſame place with ſuch a Force, that being 
ſhaken before, he was like to have reeled out of his Sad- 
dle; the two Brothers, proud of thoſe mighty Blows, 
already promiſed themſelyes a happy Succeſs, but Fortune 
ſeconded not their Hopes, and the Stranger's Anger was 
raiſed to ſuch a Pitch, that Iron and Steel were thence- 
forth too weak to reſiſt the Violence of his Arm; the 
firſt he met withal in that Fury, was the unfortunate 
Araſpes, at whom making a Thruſt with ſuch a Strength 


as had few Equals, his Sword finding the Defe of his] 


Cuiraſs, dy'd it ſelf in his Blood to the very Hilt, and 


appeared all Crimſon on the other ſide of his Body; 4- | 


raſpes dying opened his Arms, and calling upon the Name 
of his Brother, fell without Life among thoſe Heaps of 
dead Bodies wherewith the Field was already quite co- 
vered, What ſhould the grieved Cambyſes do at that 
woful Object? Anger and Pity touched him equally ; 
on the one fide he would fain lend a Hand to his dying 


Brother, who called for his Aſſiſtance, and on the other | 


he fears to loſe his Murderer in the Throng, if he employ 


himſelf in that Office; he was yet wavering in his % 
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ſame Sword, which taking his Head from his Shoulders, 
made him fall with a River of Blood upon the pale Body 
of his Brother. The Amaxon Queen was near that place, 
and being preſent at that ſorrowful Spectacle, ſhe was 


touched with Compaſſion for the lamentable Death of thoſe 
two noble Brothers, and with ardent deſire to revenge 


them. Ah ! cruel Man, (cried ſhe to the Stranger) this 


' Inhumanity ſhall not remain unpuniſhed ; and ruſhing 

toward him at the ſame time, ſhe found him moſt ready 
to receive her: Their firſt Blows ſhewed Marks to all 
| thoſe that were about them, of their Force, and of their 
Animoſity, and they redoubled them with ſuch a fierce- 
* nefs, that many Soldiers of both Parties, gave over fight- 
ing to become Spectators of their Combat. In the mean 
time the Troops on both ſides were weakened by more 
than half their Men, and young Demetrius, while the 
brave Stranger was otherwiſe imploy'd, encourag'd his 
ſo vigorouſly, and charged the Enemies with ſuch Valour, 
and good Fortune, that they began to give back a little. 
They of Babylon were ſending new Squadrons out at their 
Gates, but caſting their Eyes toward the plain, they ſaw 
other Troops coming from the Camp, which Craterus ſent 
to ſuccour thoſe of his Party, and fearing to engage them- 
fſelves inſenſibly in a Battel which they were not in a con- 
dition to give, they changed their Deſign, and ſending to 
Caſſander to retire, contented themſelves with drawing up 
thoſe Forces without the Gates, to favour his Retreat. In 
the interim the Stranger, and the high-fpirited Queen had 
vainly ſought their Advantages with the Sword, and not 
being in a place where they could freely bring their Com- 
bat to an end, they let their Swords hang by certain 
Chains wherewith they were faſtned to their Wriſts, and 
ſeizing one another about the Body, they at the ſame time 
clapt Spurs to their Horſes, and firmly keeping their hold, 
pull'd each other out of their Saddles, and began to rowl 
» Jvpon the Ground. The Stranger had the advantage of the 
Queen a little in ſtrength, and perhaps might have got 
the better in that ſtruggle, but they were not in a place 
where they could continue it, and fearing to be trodden 
under the Horſes Feet, they roſe up with an equal Nim- 
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bleneſs; and betaking themſelves to their Swords again, 
were again beginning their Combat on foot, when Caſſan- 
der came thither, and knowing the Stranger, ſpurr'd on 
his Horſe upon the Queen, and ruſhing againſt her Shoul- 
ders, threw her all along at her Enemy's Feet; he would 
alſo have ridden over her, but the Stranger catch'd hold 
of his Bridle, and giving his Horſe a ſudden ſtop, made 
him run back almoſt like to have reared quite over, and 
at the ſame time covering the Queen with his Shield, 
Ah! Caſſander (cried he) wilt thou diſhonour thy ſelf, 
and the beſt of thy Friends to day? In this interim the 
Queen got up ſo furious, that if Caſſander had ſtaid for 
her, he had been puniſhed for his Incivility, but at that |Þ 
very inſtant he received the Order from the Town, and 
commanded to ſound a Retreat. The Queen caſting her 
Eyes upon the Stranger, ſaw her ſelf ſeparated from him 
by a Croud, which it was impoſlible for her to break 
thro ; yet getting upon a furious Horſe, whereof there 
Was a great number in the Field, ſhe rode after him a 
ood way, and ſeeing it would be hard for her to join 
with him, I will remember (cry'd ſhe to him) that thou 
art generous ; but do thou remember alſo, that at our 
next Encounter, thou muſt end this Combat with me, 
wherein all the Advantage thou hadſt was by the Baſe- 
neſs of thy Friend. The Throng was ſo great before 
ſhe had ended theſe Words, that the could not hear the 
Stranger's Anſwer, only ſhe obſerved that he put forth 
one of his Arms towards her, and followed Caſſander who 
led him away by the other. The Reinforcement which 
came from the Camp was already near, and that was it 
which made Caſſander haſten his Retreat the more, The 
Queen, and young Demetrius, would have followed them 
to the very Gates, but the moſt prudent Commanders dif. 
ſuaded them, and ſhewing the Troops which ſtood to 
ſuſtain them, and which advanced gently to receivethem, 
they kindred them from engaging themſelves in the Pur- | 
ſuit. The valiant Stranger retired ſoftly in the Rear of | 
his whole Party, and as often as he faced about he ſent 
Terror into that of his Enemies. Demetrius already o- 
bey'd the Counſels of thoſe that diſſuaded him from ad- 
: Coty vancing 
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vancing further, when a Cavalier of the Enemies fide, 
galloped ſingle from the Troops that came laſt out of the 
Town, and advancing ſtraight towards him with his 
sword drawn; For my part (cried he) I'll have no 
Quarter; and ending thoſe Words he ſtruck at Demetri- 
us, yet with ſo little Force, that the Blow having hard- 
ly made any Mark upon his Arms, ſlipt thence upon his 
Horſe's Head, were it left a very inconſiderable hurt; 
but ſo was not that he received in exchange from Deme- 
trius, for running imprudently upon his Sword, Which 
he held forth againſt him, it gave him an exceeding deep 
Wound in the Body, at which he cried out, and being 
but of a weak Conſtitution, funk from his Horſe upon 
the Ground. O Death! (cried he as he was falling) how 
ſweet do I find thee, and how much have I defired thee ! 
In theſe like Words, he ſpoke ſomething ſo lamentable, 
as touched young Demetrius with Compaſſion ; and cau- 
ſing ſome of his Soldiers to alight, he commanded them 
to take off his Cask, and ſee if he were yet in a conditi- 
on to receive help : His Men obeying him, uncovered 
the Head of the wounded Perſon, but ſcarce had they 


done ſo, when by long Hair, and a delicate Complexion, 
they difcovercd that it was a Woman. Demetrius firlt - 


by the Report of his Soldiers, and then by the Aſſurance 


he had of it himſelf, being come cloſe to them, was 
* ſeized with an unparallel'd Aſtoniſhment, and leaping 
from his Horſe he ran to the fair wounded Stranger with 
an extraordinary Perplexity. Ah ! (cry'd he, coming to 
her) whoever you are, you are moſt cruel in having 
made me imbrue my Sword in the Blood of that lovely 
Sex, to which I am a Slave, and an Idolater. In bring- 
ing forth theſe Words, he looked more nearly upon her 


Face, and tho' it began to grow Pale with loſs of Blood, 
he found ſuch beautiſul, ſuch taking Features in it, that 
Compaſſion continued not long alone, in a Heart ſo rea- 
dy to receive the Impreſſions of Love. This young at- 
fitted Prince, fitting down by her, and unbuckling her 
Cuiraſs to try to ſtanch her Blood, did her that Service 
with a Flood of Tears, and with Sighs which powerful- 


ly enough expreſſed the greatneſs of his Sorrow. 2 
8 | Crime 
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Crime (ſaid he) O great Gods, can I have committed a. 
gainſt you, that you ſhould inflict fo ſevere a Puniſh- 
ment upon me ? And why did you not ſuffer this unwor— 


thy Sword to find a Paſſage rather into my own Bowels, 


than into this fair Body : He ſpoke theſe Words with a 


deſpairing Action ; and the Woman, who underſtood the 


one, and obferved the other, was moved with them her 
felf, and turning her Eyes upon her Enemy's lovely Face, 
which ſhe ſaw drowned in a River of Tears; Whoever 
thou art (ſaid ſhe) O pititul Conqueror, do not envy me 
the Glory of dying by thy Hand; my Crimes deſerved not 
ſo noble aDeſtiny, and I am unworthy of the Tears thou 
ſhed'ſt upon my Occaſion; I ſought for Death, and I have 
found it, but ſince thou art too full of Pity to haſten it, 
tho' I ſhould entreat thee, ſuffer it to come of it ſelf with- 
out oppoling the Satisfaction I receive by its Approaches, 
and the Repoſe I could not hope for during my Life. Theſe 
Words, which tho' pronounced with a mournful Tone, 


had ſomething in them very ſweet and pleaſing, pierc'd 


the Heart of the afflicted Demetrius. He was of a moſt 
excellent Nature, and Pity having at firſt poſſeſt every 
part of his Soul, prepared it quickly for that Maſter-Paſ- 
fion, to which he had an exceeding ſtrong Inclination, 
He was about to ſhew Marks of the new Effects it began 


to produce in him, when the Amazon Queen, who was 
preſent at that Spectacle, and in whom Compaſſion had | 
wrought very powerfully, counſeli'd him to break off his] 
Complaints, to think of the wounded Lady's ſafety ; and! 
at the ſame time calling Soldiers, cauſed them to take her! 
up gently upon their Bucklers, that they might carry her 
to the Camp more eaſily than on Horſeback. She ſeem'd|; 
to ſuffer that Aſſiſtance only to ſatisfy Demetrius, whoſe 


Mm Beau id . ooe.zarorlSn ou 


2 


Grief was ſo obliging to her; and by her Actions ſhef! 


&. 


ſhew'd ſuch an Averſion againſt Life, that they who did 
her that Office, knew they laboured but in vain for her. 
Demetrius walked by them on foot, and tho' he was com- 


* 


pleatly arm'd except his Cask, which he had thrown off! 


and his Sword which he had broken in a thouſand Pieces, 
it was impoſſible to make him get on Horſeback, or ſtir}. 
one Step from her he had wounded ; he forbore to make 


her ſpcak for fear of hurting her, but he kept his Eyes * 1 
het 
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of Tears, inceſſantly fix'd upon hers, and by their Looks 
drunk in great Draughts of that Poiſon which inſenſibly 
took Poſſeſſion of his Soul. He vouchſafed not ſo much 


s to ſpeak to Eumenes, who had brought up the Rein- 
forcement for which the Enemies were retired ; and when 
| he was come to the Camp, he hardly looked upon Prince 
| Antigenus's Father, and many his Friends who came to 
| congratulate the Glory he had gain'd that Day: Tho' he 
| had great Cauſe to be ſatisfied with his good Succeſs, he 
was not capable of taſting the Sweetneſs of it, in that ex- 
tremity of Sorrow, and not ſo much as hearkning to thoſe 
that talked to him of it, he went directly to his Tents ; 
where laying the fair wounded Stranger in the beſt Room, 
be called the Chirurgions, and promiſing them extraordi- 
| nary Recompences for the Cure, he, to make them the 


# 


Pp ; 
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more careſul, proteſted that his Life depended abſolutely 


0 * 


upon it. 


The End of the Third Book, 
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for the Continuation of that War: Nor did they neglectſ 


BOOK IV. 


TEIN HE Encounter which Queen Thaleſtris and 1 


12 young Demetrius had with Leonatus and] 
* DPI Caſſander, was not ſo light, but that off 
Roxana's Party there were fifteen or fix-P 
teen hundred {lain upon the place, and on 
the fide of our Princes above a thouſand ;|} 
yet they won the Field, and the whole Advantage, and] 


r , 
as 


from that glorious Beginning, drew moſt happy e 


to ſhew their Thankfulneſs to the Gods by Sacrifices|g - 
which they made throughout the Camp, both to the God 5 


| 


F 
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of Greece, and the Divinities of - Perſia : Preſently a hun- 


dred Altars were ſeen to ſmoke, and a hundred Victims 
(ain, whoſe Intrails were obſerv'd, and oave no Cauſe 
of Apprehenſion to the Prieſts. The fair Amazon receiy'd 
a thouſand Praiſes from the whole Camp, and moſt parti- 
cular Endearments from thoſe with whom ſhe had more 
Familiarity ; they who had ſeen her that Day in the 
thickeſt of the Fight, made Reports ſo much to her ad- 
vantage, that they had ſome Dithculty to gain Belief, and 
when they went about to ſeek Compariſons to expreſs her, 
could find nothing ſo proper as Thunder and Lightning. 
Oroondates imbracing her all armed as ſhe was, © Pardon 
me, (ſaid he) Madam, if I cannot hate Orontes, ſince 
his Infidelity has brought us ſo powerful an Aſſiſtance. 
Nor can 1 (added Lyſimachus) repent the ſacrilege I 
committed, in lifting my Sword againſt you, ſince from 
that Crime we have drawn Advantages which can ne- 
ver be ſufficiently valued.” The fair Queen reply'd to 
"theſe Diſcourſes exeeeding gracefully, and the Princes 
themſelves would needs eaſe her of her Arms, and look 
upon ſome ſlight hurts from whence they ſaw the Blood 
trickle down ; ſhe had two upon her Body, but ſuch in- 
conſiderable Ones, that they had much ado to perſuade 
ther to keep her Bed for two or three Days. By the Re- 
tital ſhe made to Prince Oroondates of the Stranger's Va- 


and to revenge the two brave Sons of Maxeus, whom on 
[their Father's account, as well as their own, he had al- 
Fays particularly eſteemed : And indeed they were la- 
and] Fented thro' the whole Camp, their loſs much abatin 
r and} de Joy for that fortunate Beginning. As the Amazon 
it off Queen received great Praiſes, the whole Army was not 
Faring of them to young Demetrius, and all the World 


ſix · 


ny , , 
And: Ren ſeen to perform againſt Men of great Experience 
h War, and known Reputation, in Terms able to have 


d LES 8 
3 | rr'd up Joy in him, if at that time he had been capable 
_— {+ ' 
we That poor Prince was then in no Condition to taſte his 


Enders who were come to vilit him, he had forgotten 


| 


F 
*; 


all 


lor, ſhe gave him an ardent Deſire to try his Strength, 


Stolled the Actions, which in ſo early a Youth, he had 


1 
1 
i 
4: 
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Company to his Father, while he ſtirr'd not from the Feet 
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all his Civility, and leſt all the care of receiving the 


ot her he had wounded, and by whom he was likew iſe 
wounded himſelf in a moſt ſenſible place. When the 
Chirurgions were ſearching her Wound, he kept his Eyes 
fix d upon their Faces, to draw an Omen thence, of | 
what he ought to fear, or of what he ought to hope; and ff 
when after they had done, he ſaw them look one upon | 
another with a ſome what doleful Countenance ; O Gods, | « 
(cried be) foe's a dead Woman, and your Faces promiſe me 70 
good: Nell, Philip, (continued he, turning towards his 1 
Father's Chirurgion) no Life, no Safety, neither for ber, 1 1 
nor for Demetrius. Sir, (ſaiĩd the Chirurgion) We cant t 
fo ſoon make a certain Fudgment, but to morroev at the ſe. It 
cond Dreſſing, we ball ſpeak with more Aſſurance ; let key p 
reſt for four and twenty Hours, if you have any care of her | 
Health, and come not into her Chamber till that time be epi- g 
red, Poor Demetrius, nearer Death than Life at this Diſ. Þ 
courſe, knecled down by her, and taking her by the 
Hand, which he bedewed with his Tears; Madam, (laid 
he) I proteſt to you by all the Goas, that if you die, I/ lite 
no longer, and that you cannot take a more cruel Revenge igen 
our Murderer, than in neglecting your Cure; the ftame of ba- 
wing kill d a Woman, as you are, were enough alone to ſend 
me to my Grave ; but ſince to ſo lacuful a Grief, the Cod, 
to puniſh my Crime, have added the Paſſion I have for ou ; 
know, that now your Life is mine, that by all my Blood, 1 
cannot recompence that which I have drawn from your fair 
Body; and that no Man foall ever ſee me out-live the Grief of 
having deprived the World of that which now is deareſt to n: 
of all the Things that are in it. Demetrius brought forth theſe le 
paſſionate Words ſo movingly, and his Beauty added ſo 
great an Advantage to what he ſaid, that the Lady, a 
oreat an Enemy as ſhe was unto her Sta and as much, 


prepoſſeſß d as ſhe was with another Paſſion, could not 


keep her ſelf from being nearly touch'd with them. Sin, 

(faid ſhe) you make me receive a Death with Grief, for au lich 
I kad prepared my ſelf with Foy ; and I proteſt to you by thoſe 
ſame Gods you have invoked, that your Sorroxy does moſt ſerif 
ſibly aogravate my former Affliftions, and that if they bad et 
the diſpoſing of it unto me, J. to cure you of your Grief, u f 


* 


4 
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i endure this Life, aulich my Remorſe, and my Misfortunes 
et make me to ablor. Affl. t not your ſelf any longer for me, 
e | who am unaorthy of 1heſe Marks of your Goodneſs, and ſuffer 
me to die evithout other Sorrows, than thoſe aubich have 


os | brought me to @ juſt Deſpair. Demetrius would have re- 


of J ply'd, if the Chirurgions had not perſuaded him to 
id retire, after having imprinted an ardent Kiſs upon her 
Hand, and uſed ſome other blindly tranſported Acti- 
ons. 

15 As he went out of her Chamber, he gave Order that 
Women ſhould be fetched to ſerve her; and preſently 
ſome were ſent for to Polemon's Houſe, who came readily 
ot | to do their veſt Endeavours. Antigonuns, who was acquain- 
2 ted with his Son's Nature, and Who according to the Re- 
ber port of all thoſe that have ſpoken of his Life, was the 
e, | moſt tenderly Affectionate, and the moſt perfectly Indul- 
. gent, that ever Father was to a Son, inſtead of repro- 
if. Þ ving him, and blaming his Paſſion, was really afflicted 
the with him, and gave him the gentleſt Conſolations he could 
aid defire; then having gotten him to ſufter two ſlight 
e Wounds he had received, to be ſearched and dreſſed , he 
thou If at his Entrcaty left him to his Reſt, and diſmiſſed his 
ha- Friends who came 2 to viſit him. When Deme- 
en faw himſelf alone, and in that Solitarineſs, made 
0dr, Reflection upon the ſtrange Capriciouſneſs of his Fortune; 
on; he fell into ſuch violent Thoughts, that he was like ei- 
ther to loſe his Senſes, or ſuddenly to end his Days. Men 
have been often ſeen to love (ſaid he,) and Lovers have 
often been ſeen to loſe by Death the Perſon whom they 
loved; but that a Lover ſhould in the ſame Day, love, 


theſe IÞ fee, die, nay and with his own Hand kill her whom he 
-d ſo loved, is a thing which never hapned to any body but 


Demetrius. It was Shame enough to Demetrius, to diſ- 
honour his firſt Attempts by the Death of a Woman, with- 
out adding this bloody Surcharge unto his Shame, to make 
Sit; bim kill a Woman whom he was to love, or to make 
which im love a Woman whom he had killd ; My Crime was 
thoſe core my Love, my Love is the Puniſhment of my Crime, 
fen and both my Crime and Love will have an equal Deſtiny, 
ad left Heavens! did you ever ſee a Fortune that could have 
ann Reſemblance unto mine, and could you not have 
BC made 
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made the Face of it leſs ſtrange, leſs cruel ? If you had 
ſo decrecd that I mult love this Woman, could I not have 
loved her without killing her? And if you needs would 
have me kill her, could I not have killed her without lo- 
ving her? Others may have kill'd, others may have loy'd, 
but never any except Demetrius, loved and killed both 
together. Love everywhere elſe begins, and declares it 
ſelt by Services, only mine begins and declares it ſelf by 
Death, nay and by a Death which foreran both its Decla- 
ration, and its Birth ; Ah Demetrius, how cruel are the 
Marks of thy Affection, and how ſtrange a Revolution 
has thy Condition ſuffered in a ſhort time ? This Morn- 
ing thou wert both free from Love, and innocent of 
Murder ; this Evening thou art guilty of the one, and 
mortally wounded with the other ; there remains only, 
ſince thy Love and thy Crime are inſeparable, that thou 
proſecute both to the uttermoſt, and that in this Heart, 
the Seat of thy Affection, thou give the laſt Blows to that 
unfortunate Image, which is engraven in it by thy Crime 
alone. Theſe were the Diſcourſes wherein the diſconſo- 
late Demetrius paſſed the whole Night, and if he inter- 
rupted them, *twas only to leap out of his Bed, to run to 
the wounded Lady's Chamber-door, and inquire how ſhe 
did of thoſe that waited on her. She, to whom they re- 
lated his Diſquiets, to oblige her to deſire Life, and en- 
deavour her Recovery, ſeem'd to be deeply touch'd with Þ in: 
them; and ſpeaking with much Calmneſs to thoſe that ru 
were about her, Intreat Demetrius, (ſaid ſhe) to take his Þ the 
Reſt for my ſake ; and if he will have me pardon him ny dre 
Death, let him not redouble her Griefs, who wants not other © ( 
Cauſes of Afflifion. Theſe Words being told Demetrius, t 
wrought ſome ſmall effect in his Mind, and teſtified this c te 
to him at leaſt, that the Marks of his Love were not in-. p; 
diflerent to her. As ſoon as Day began to appear, he the 
would have riſen, and run to her Chamber; but the Chi-Þ bei; 
rurgions not having been able to hinder him by the Con- Opj 
fideration of his Wounds, withheld him at laſt by that of ſtill 
the Perſon whom he loved, and made him, with greaÞ 
Tmpatience, defer the _ of her, till the Hour ber 
e 


Wound was to be dreſſed, and that Sentence pronounc'd, and 
which \ 
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which he waited for with mortal Apprehenſions. During 
that tedious ſpace, the Converſation of his Father toge- 
ther with that of Lyſimachus, Prolomeus, and Orqguaates 
himſelf, who hazarded his Health ſo far as to come and 
vilit him, was not able to divert him ſo much as a Mo- 
ment from his violent Diſquiets. Theſe Princes, who 
from the Chirurgions had learned how little Hope there 
was in the Stranger's Wound, endeavoured to prepare 
kim inſenſibly for the worſt Event; but they found him 
ſo little diſpoſed to hearken to them, that they were fain 
to give over their deſign. At laſt the hour he ſo much 
deſired being come, ke cauſed himſelf to be made ready, 
and going into her Chamber with all the Company, he 
came ſoftly to her Bed- ſide, and kneel'd down againſt 
the Opening of the Curtain, without being able to ſpeak 
one Word. The wounded Lady, who ſaw him in that 
Poſture, and who could no longer be ignorant of his Paſ- 


# ſion, faid to him, Demetrius, if my Lite were as in- 
' © nocent as yours, our Fortune would have ſome reſcm: 
| © hlance; and if you will love me after my Death, there 
| © xwill be much Conformity in our Deſtinies. I would 
| © love you after your Death, (replied Demetrius) if I 
© could poſſibly ſurvive you, but J ſhould be unworthy 
* © of Life, it I were of ſo mean a Spirit as to preſerve it 
* © after the loſs of you.“ Theſe Words ſtruck Anigonus 
into a very great fear, and upon this Diſcourſe the Chi- 
rurgions being come in, began to apply themſelves to 


their Work. Demetrius trembled all the while they were 
dreſſing her, and looking upon the Wound he had made, 


O curſed and facrilegious hand, (cry'd he) why did not 
the Gods ſuffer the Sword of Caſſander, or of Leonatus, 
> © to take thee from my Body before this fatal Encounter? 
bbilip and Amintas having taken off the Plaiſter, and ſecn 


the Wound, knew preſently that it was Mortal ; bur 


being forewarned by Artigonus, would not deliver their 
Opinion before him, and only ſaid, that the Succeſs was 


ſill doubttul, and that it was to be hoped for from the 


Cods, and from the Virtue of the Remedies apply'd. 


#Their Patient asked them Leave to entertain Demetrius, 


and the Company, and they told her ſhe might do it 
Vo. III. | _ without 
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without any danger; which Liberty ſo freely granted, 
made her ſoon know, that her Cure was deſpaired of, and 

Deme mus, if he had not been ſo much blinded, might | 
eaſily have judged with the reſt of thoſe there preſent, 
That that Permiſſion had not been given her, but that Ref 
and Silence were no longer available for her Recovery. 
She intreated Demetrius to fit down by her Bed-ſide; and 
Oroondates, Antigonus, and the reſt placed themſelves round 
about; which done, addreſſing her Speech to Demetrius, 


Me ſpake in this manner. 
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12 very well that I ſhall die; but I feel I have 
vet Strength enough, both to live ſome few Days, and 
| ro make a long Diſcourſe ; which obliges me, Demetrius, 
to give you the recital of my Life, and in this you receive 
no ſivall Mark of the Eſteem I have of you, ſince it is 
ſo guilty, that I ought in reaſon to conceal it to all the 
World; but I paſs over that Conſideration, becauſe you 
from thence may draw the Knowledge of many Things, 
| which will be advantageous to you : The firſt is, that 
of the Crimes of this unfortunate Woman whom you love, 
which without doubt will cure you of this Affection, 
| whereof ſhe acknowledges her ſelf moſt unworthy ; the 
| ſecond, that of my Heart's being prepoſſeſſed, which tho? 
the Gods ſhould prolong my miſerable Lite, would not 
leave me any power to anſwer this Friendſhip you ex- 
- preſs to me; and the laſt, that of the Diſaſters which 
make Life odious to me, and which making you ſee 
with how much Reaſon I ought to deteſt it, will com- 
fort you as well as me for the loſs of it. Beſides theſe 
Conſiderat ions which concern you, O Demetrius, I have 
others for my particular Intereſt, capable to oblige me 
to this Relation before Perſons, who having perhaps 
f Known my Crime, are ignorant of the Excuſes it may 

have, and who by this naked Conteſſion of my Lite, 
el have a perfect knowledge of the one, and of the 
pther. 
Altho' I have in Arms received this favourable Wound, 
Tit} Which by one Death alone delivers me from many, yet 
[ din I neither an Amazon by Birth, nor of a more warlike 
Conſtitution than the reſt of Women; 'twas only De- 
pair that put a Sword into my Hand, and a Cuiraſs up- 


6 17 Backs under which my Death hath been my firſt 
| 1 2 Aſſay. 
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Aſſay. The Beginnings of my Life were very different 


from this laſt Profeſſion ; and if my Misfortunes had nat 
altered my Face, perhaps it would not be unknown to 
ſome among you, ſince it hath heretofore appeared to my 
Shame and Confuſion, in places where you have paſt part 
of your Life, and from which my Body, or my Mind, 
has never been abſent, ſince that fatal Engagement of my 
Heart, to which I owe the greateſt part of my Miſeries. 
The unfortunate Cradates, Prince of the Caſpians, was my 
Father ; his Name, I am ſure, is not unknown to you, 
nor what he did againſt you in all the Battels Darius 
fought againſt Alexander: He was born his Subject, and 
I may truly ſay, he was held in ſome Conlideration, both 
by him, and by all the Princes of his Court ; he alfo 
ſerv'd him with an inviolable Fidelity till the end of his 
Life, and, till after his Death, never yielded to Aexan- 
der's Fortune, But I am to blame, (continued ſhe) to 
ſay it was to his Fortune, ſince to ſay Truth, it was to 
his Merit that he yielded. Ah! who was able to reſiſt 
bim, that Conqueror of Men, that Maſter of Bodies 
and of Souls, and that ſovereign Arbitrator of our De- 
ſtinies ? Oh that it had pleaſed the Gods, that fatal Me- 
rit, which hath drawn me into this Labyrinth of Di- 


laſters, had been leſs known to us; and that they had 


ſuffered poor Cradates to fall in that famous Battel of Ar- 
bella, wherein he ſhewed ſo many Proofs of his Valour, 
and of his Affection to the ſervice of his King, without 
prolonging his Days to entangle his wretched Family 
in thoſe Miſeries which accompanied it to the very 
laſt. : 

It was, I ſay, after the Death of great Darius, that 
my Father with his Houſhold, and the Remainder of 
thoſe Troops he had commanded, came to caſt himſelf 


at the Conqueror's Feet. Alexander received him very 
graciouſly, and by the Kindneſs of his Reception, did in 

part abate his Sorrow for the lamentable end of his Ma- 

ſer, and wrought an ardent Deſire in him, to ſerve hin 
alſo with a Fidelity, like that which he had born to 

his deceaſed King. I have begun my Story in this place 

without making any mention of the firſt Years of my Liſe, 

wherein there is nothing conſiderable enough to be told 

you j 


Book IV. CASSANDRA 17% 

you; and the rather, becauſe the condition I am in, for- 
ces me to be thrifty of my Speech and Strength, that I 
may be able to relate the more important Accidents of my 
Lite, and not ſpend them in the recital of thoſe which are 
but of ſmall Importance. I had lived till thoſe Years 
quietly enough in the Province my Father commanded ; 
but at that change of our Condition, mine alſo received 
a particular change, and by a fatal fight I loſt that Re- 
pole which I had ſtill preſerved in all the Troubles of our 
Country. I am going to make a Confeſſion, my Lords, 
which perhaps will rather draw Mockery from you than 
Compaſſion; but if my Folly, cauſe ſome Laughter in 
you, the ſad Effects of it will in the end oblige you to 
ſome Pity and will make you impute both my Folly, and 
my Misfortunes, to the Cruelty of my Deſtinies. I will 
tell you then, that even In the remoteſt part of- our Pro- 
vince, the Reputation of Alexander had begun to cauſe 
ſome Diſquiet in my Mind, and that being born with 
high ſpirir enough, and bred up with a Fame of ſome 


Beauty, and of ſome Qualities, which made me be ac- 


counted to have ſomething lovely in me, I had alſo loſty 


Thoughts, but lofty with Exceſs, and even with Blind- 
neſs, The Flatteries of thoſe who called themſelves my 
Adorers, had ſo pufted me up, that I diſdain'd them all, 
to fix my whole eſtcem upon that Alexander, whoſe Per- 
fon was yet unknown to me, but whoſe Reputation was 
already ſpread over all the Earth : I heard his Exploits 
recounted with Admiration, and when they talk'd to me 
of the Greatneſs of his Courage, of that boiling, and ge- 
nerous Ardour which made him ruſh headlong into the 
thickeſt of his Enemies, of his Moderation in Victory, 
of his gallant Mein, of his Youth, and of the Grace 


| which accompanied all his Actions, I felt my Heart in- 


ſenſibly won, and became an Enemy to my Country, leſt 
with it I ſhould pray for the Ruin of that lovely Enemy, 
who began to extend his Victory as far over my Heart, 
as over our Territories. This Eſteem ſettled ic ſelf in 
my Soul with ſome Diſquiet, and began to work - de- 
fires in me, which as Innocent as they were, robb'd me 


| of my former Repoſe ; I could not forbcar taking the 


part of that great King, even before thoſe who withed 
N H z i | bis 
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his Deſtruction, nor ſetting forth his Praiſes in the hear- 
ing, even of his mortal Enemies. I remember I was of. 
ten reprehended for it by thoſe who had Power over me, 
yet by their going about to ſuppreſs my Deſires, they 
did but kindle them fo much the more. In theſe Terms 
I ſtood, when my Father called me to him, and when 
he communicated to his Family the defign he had to caſt 
himſelf at the Conqueror's Fect : I was the firſt, who 
(with a more ſpecious Pretence covering the deſire I had 
to ſee that Prince) embraced Cradates's Knees, and ſaid 
all that my Paſſion could ſuggeſt to fortity him in that 
Reſolution, If theſe Beginnings of my Folly were { 
powerful, judge what the Progrefs of it was: After the 
fight of Alexander, I believed him more handſom and 
more lovely than be had been repreſented to me; me- 
thought Fame had done him wrong, and that, what ſhe 
publiſhed ot him, was infinitely below the Truth. 0 
Gods! with what a Majeſty did he receive our Submiſh- 
ons, and with what a Grace did he raiſe us up, whcn we 
proſtrated our ſelves before him? I know not whether 
my Heart, prepoflefied with its former Opinion of him, 
received that Impreſſion thro' the powerful Inclination it 
had to it, or whether it were an Effect of the Merit of 
that great Man, or a decree of my Deſtiny ; but what- 
ſoe ver it were, that Moment was the laſt of my Liberty, 
and from an Adorer of Alexander's gallant Actions, I 
really became Alexander's Capt ive; his great Employ- 
ments would not ſuffer him to hold any long Converſati— 
on with us, yet was it not ſo ſhort but that I heard him 
diſcourſe a good while with my Father, and had leiſure e- 
nough to ſwallow great Draughts of that Poiſon, which 
by 4 * ſeized upon my Heart, and quickly leſt no 
part of it untainted. When we were come away, his 
Image remained ſtill preſent to my remembrance; and 
when by reaſoning I would have made ſome attempt to 
drive it thence, it ſettled it ſelf there with a more abſo- 
Jute Empire, and tormented me with greater Violence. 
Fooliſh Hermione, would I fay (tor that's the Name of 
this unfortunate Woman that ſpeaks to you) fooliſh and 
miſerable Permione, what a Blindneſs is this of thine, to 
precipitate thy ſelf with ſo little Reaſon and Diſcretion 
into 
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| jnto an unruly Paſſion ? And what a Weakneſs is it to 


icld thy ſelf with fo little Reſiſtance to an Enemy, from 
whom thou haſt no Expectation of Mercy? thou loveſt 
without any hope of eaſing thy Paſſion, nay, and even 
without hope of diſcovering thy Paſſion ; thou, that art 
bur the mean Daughter of Cradates, loveſt Alexander the 
Maſter of potent Kings, that Conqueror of all Mankind, 
and the Terror of the World, he to whom the greateſt 
Princefles living are Slaves, and who nevertheleſs would 
not deign ſo much as to turn the leaſt of his Thoughts 
upon them. Thou groundeſt thy Hopes perhaps upon the 
Knowledge that Alexander is a Man, that he is young, 
and that he is not unſenſible; that thou art born of no 


contemptible Family, and that thy Looking-Glaſs, and 


thy Flatterers, perſuade thee thou art fair: Alas! tho” 
Alexander be a Man, tho' he be Young, he is a Warrior, 
he is fix'd upon his Conqueſts; and if he be not inſenſible, 
he will be touch'd with Love to another rather than to 
thee ; and thou wouldſt yet be a greater Fool than thou 
art, if the Perſuaſions, either of thy Flatterers, or of 
thy Glaſs, could make thee imagine thy Beauty were in 
the leaſt degree comparable to that of the Princeſſes of 
Perſia. By this kind of arguing I ſtrove to defend my 
ſelf againſt my growing Paſlion, and I thence eaſily drew 
the Knowledge of my Blindneſs, but not the Power to 
withdraw my ſelf. I perceived, with as ſound a Judg- 
ment as one unconcerned could have done, that 'twas ut- 
terly in vain to hope for any thing by my Love ; and yet 
that knowledge could not cure me of it, and I ſaw my 
ſelf in the end conſtrained to love withour all hope, and 
to love, becauſe my Reaſon had not Power enough over 
my Soul to keep me from loving. At the ſecond fight of 
Alexander my Paſſion grew twice as ſtrong as before, and 
at laſt it became ſo potent by my Indulgence, that it made 
me abſolutely beſide my ſelf. We followed the Army 
certain Days, but the King being deſirous by Obligations 
to engage my Father to his Service, and teſtify the Truſt 
he would have in him, ſent him to the City of Maracan- 
da, whereof, as of the neighbouring Province, he gave 


him the Government, with equal Authority to what Go- 
_—_ vernors 


vernors were wont to have under Darius. My Father 
received this Favour from the _ with great Submifli- 
on, and with an earneſt deſire to facrifice himſelf for his 
Service: But I received it as a Sentence of Death, ſince 
it abſented me from my lovely Conqueror; and when 
Cradates, after having received his Orders and Diſpatches, 
departed from the Camp, I was like to have ended my 
Lite at that cruel Separation. Yet was it neceflary to o- 
bey without Murmuring, and without difcovering any 
thing to my Father of a Diſquiet, which inſtead of Pity, 
would only have cauſed his Contempt and Averſion to. 
ward me : I went with him to that Ciry, which obey'd 
the King's Orders without Reſiſtance, and I looked upon 
it as the place of my Impriſonment, or at leaſt as the 
place of my Baniſnment. Alas! how many Days did! 
paſs there, which to me were more gloomy than the 
darkeſt Nights, and which I ſhould have blotted out of 
the Number of my Litc, it all thoſe that ſucceeded them 
had not been languiſhed out in the like or greater Mis- 
fortunes ! That adored Idea came always into my Imagi- 
nation, with Charms againſt which my Reaſon was no 
Jonger Proof ; ſometimes I fancied Alexander at the Head 
of his Forces, preſſing the ſides of Bucephalus, with his 
Sword in his Hand, his Head ſhaded with Plumes, and 
his Body glittering with poliſhed Steel, except in ſome 
places, where the Duſt, and his Enemies Blood had dul- 
led part of its Luſtre ; at other times, I repreſented him | 
to my ſelf at the Top of a ſcaling Ladder, laying hold of 
a Battlement, and throwing himſelf over a Wall, whither | 
he alone carried Terror and Ruin to his Enemies: I of- | 
ten ſet him before my Eyes ſwimming on Horſeback thro' 
an impetuous River, holding two Darts in his Right- 
hand, and caſting up a terrible Look toward the Bank | , 
extreamly ſteep, and covered with a Million of Men in 1 
Battalia; and in all theſe forms I imagin'd him always with „ 
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a divine Aſpect, and with an Air breathing ſomething a- | ; 

bove Humanity: But from theſe Reflections falling into 
my ſadder Thoughts, Alexander (would I ſay ſighing) is 
yet more lovely, is yet more ſparkling than thou canſt | *, 
fancy him; but alas ! he is not for thee ; and the higher | 
he | tl 
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he is, and the more elevated above the common ſort of 
Men, the leſs cauſe haſt thou of Hope, the leſs cauſe of 
Conſolation. I never ended theſe Words without Tears, 
and when I heard tell of the daily Progreſs he made, 
whereof my Father often received News, and the Perils 
into which he did precipitate himſelf, I trembled and 
quaked at the recital, and hardly made any Prayers unto 
the Gods, but to conjure them to divert all thoſe Darts, 
and all the Points of thoſe Swords which might offend my 
lovely Conqueror. I kept my Diſquiets a long time con- 
ccaled, tho' they might have been obſerved in my very 
Face, and in the alteration of my Health ; but in the end 
I diſcovered them to old Theova my Nurſe, in whom a- 
jene I could with reafon have any Confidence, That good 
Woman blamed my Folly, and did all that the po bly 
could to cure me ot it ; but when ſhe found ſhe laboured 
but in vain, and that my Paſſion grew ſharper by her op- 
poſing, ſhe reſolved to follow my Inclinations, and to 
ſeek ſome Redreſs for my Diſcontent, as well by her En- 
deavours, as by her Conſolations, 
I lived on this manner, till Sp;#7:exes came to Mara 
canda; Spitamenes (continued ſhe with a Sigh) was not 
unknown to any of you, and they that have paſſed their 


Lives with Alexander, as well as they that have lived near 
Darius, may often have ſeen him in both Courts; you 
© know that he was Friend to the treacherous Beſſus, and 
that after the deteſtable Parricide of his King, whereof he 
was not abſolutely clear, he followed his Fortune into 
| Badtria ;_ but when Alexander was come into that Coun- 
try, and by the force of his Arms had made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of it, Spitamenes, a falſe Friend to that diſioyal Man, 
* betray'd the Traytor in favour of Alexander, and to make 
© his Peace with him, after he had cauſed his Forces to 
revolt, he with Catenes and ſome others, ſcized upon Beſ- 
> ſus, and carried him bound hand and foot to Alexander. 
|} Having found favour with the Conqueror by means ot 
his Treachery, he continued for ſome time to follow him, 
but afterward (growing weary of the Quiet he enjoy'd 
under him, and abuſing the Favours he had received trom 
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£38 


him) he ſowed new Seditions in the Camp, and making 


the Dabæs riſe, he levied ſeven thouſand Bactrian Horſe, 
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and with them marched towards NMaracanda, to get my 
Father to follow his Example, and rebel againſt his Bcne- 
factor, and his Maſter. © Pardon me, (O Spitameres) if 
< I renew the Remembrance of thy Perfidiouſneſs, and 
believe, that it is neither to injure thy Memory, nor 
to ſeek to juſtity my ſelf, that I accuſe thee, but to 
make the Truth known unto theſe noble Perſons, who 
are as little ignorant of part of thy Life as I my felt.” 
ztamenes being arrived at Maracanda, and having made 


Himſelf known at the Gates, was received by my Father 


his ancient Friend, with all Teſtimonies of Affection; 
and concealing his Rebellion from him, he made him be- 
lieve that by Alexander's Order, and for his Service, be 
was to lead thofe Forces upon ſome Expedition whither 
he had ſent him. My Father received him into the 
Town, and into his Houſe, with all manner of Wel— 


come, and uſed him as a Brother, and as a Man in whom 


he perfectly truſted ; nay, he was ſo imprudent, that he 
uartered ſome of his Troops within the Town, and the 
reſt hard by as commodioully as he could with. The 
ſubtle Spitamenes had already taken good Order to keep 
my Father from being undeccived, and ſent Horſemen a- 
broad upon all the Highways, fo ſtop all thoſe who by 
Order from the King, or otherwiſe, might come to give 
him notice of his Revolt; by this means it was conccal- 
ed from him, and poor Cradates never ſhew'd the leaſt 
Miſtruſt. In the interim, Spitamenes from the ſecond day 
became in love with me, or at leaſt feigned to be ſo, to 
advance his Deſigns ; and prefuming upon the Friendſhip 
my Father bore him, and upon the Power he believ'd him 
to have with Alexander, who, according to his Report, 
gave him Armies to command ; he diſcover'd unto him 
his Intentions towards me, and demanded me of him in 
Marriage. The abuſed Cradates gave car to the Propo- 


ſition, and really believing that Spitamenes was in a high Þ 
degree of Fortune, and in great Credit with the King, | 


judged that he could not hope for a more adyantageous 


Match for his Daughter; and without farther Delibera-| 


tion of informing himſelf how I ſtood inclined, gave him 
his Word that I ſhould be his Wife. Spitamenes having 


and 


had this Promiſe, began to caſt loving Glances at me 
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and to diſcover his Affection; But alas ! how little was 
I in a condition to hearken to him, and with how great a 


183 


Coldneſs did I receive his Proteſtations! That very E- 
vening, my Father made me acquainted with his Pleaſure, 
and commanded me to reſolve to marry him. The Gods 
know in what manner I received both that Declaration, 
and that Command, how many Tears I ſhed at my Fa- 


| ther's Feet, and how many Entreaties I uſed to get him 


to change his Reſolution ; but that poor abuſed Man, 
who believed himſelf engaged by his Word, and who 
fancied imaginary Advantages to himſelf by that Alliance, 
was inexorable to my Prayers, and being offended at my 
reliſting of his Will, redoubled his Commands, and to 
them added Threats full of Severity. I paſſed all that 


Night in deadly Griets, and a thouſand times invok'd 
my adored Alexander, to ask Satisfaction for the Violence 


u'ed agaiuſt me. Theano could find no way to comfort 
me ; but repreſenting to me that I could not pretend by 
lawtul Means to the poſſeſſion of him I lov'd, counſelV'd 
me to take Spitamenes, and obey my Father. I had no 
Mother to whom I might addreſs my Complaints, ſhe was 
dead many Years before; and having vented my Griet to 
two young Brothers I had, they blam'd my Reſiſtance, 
and lay'd before mine Eyes the Duty I ow'd my Father: 
They were ignorant how my Heart was prepoſſeſs d, and 
believing as well as Cradates, that I ſhould have a very 
good Fortune in Spitamenes, could not approve the diffi- 
culty I made in ſubmitting to his Will. Till then I had 
lived without knowledge of any Crime; and in that In- 
nocency of Life, I believed, that without being extream 
faulty, I could not diſobey my Father, to whom, beſides 
my Reſpect, I had ever born a- very tender and perfect 
Affection, to which he had obliged me by all manner of 
kind Uſage,” and by Teſtimonies of a molt indulgent Love. 
How great Difficulty ſoever I found in withdrawing my 
Thoughts from that lovely Object whereupon they were 
fix'd, and how great an Averſion ſoever his tyrannical 
Proceeding had made me conceive againſt the Husband 
deſtined for me, I felt my ſelf too weak to reſiſt thoſe 


that had an abſolute Power ovar me; I was deſtitute _ 
. | | a 
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Succeſs in my Paiſion for Alexander. The Knowledge of 
theſe things, after having ſuthciently wept, and torn ent- 
ed my felt, made me at laſt reſolve to undergo the Yoke, 
which they ſtrove to impoſe upon me, and to diſpoſe my 
ſelf by that cruel Neceſlity, to contend againſt my firſt 
Affection, and labour to introduce that into my Heart, 
which Duty ought to eſtabliſh in it. Why ſhould ] keep 
you longer in this tedious part of my Life? Cradates at 
laſt found me obedient ; Spitamenes by a hard Violence, 
and by the deſpair of my former Paſſion, drew from me 


dearly, and who would not have forced my Inclinations, 
but out of a hope it would be much to my advantage, ex- 
preſs'd a great deal of Satisfaction at it. The Wedding 


Lucina, the Goddeſs of Marriages, preſided not at ours; 
only the Furies held forth their Torches at that fatal Al- 
Tiance, about our Nuptial Bed, whither I was led as a 
Sacrifice to the Altar ; nor was there any thing heard but 
Night Ravens, Screech-Owls, and ſuch Birds of fatal Pre- 
Gage. In thoſe firſt Days of our Marriage, Spitamenes 
trove, at leaſt in Appearance, by all manner of Kind- 


Conſtraint ; and notwithſtanding all my Repugnancy, he 
would at laſt have obtain'd it, and I ſhould have forced 
my ſelf with Reaſon to drive _—_ that Paſſion, which 
was ſo great an Enemy to my Repoſe, and to my Duty, if 
by moſt horrible Crimes, he, inſtead of the Coldneſs I 
had toward him, had not introduced that bloody Hatred 
into my Heart, which hath ſince produced ſuch diſinal 
Effects. Here I ſhall only recal many Things into your 


but ſince for the moſt part they are not unknown to you, 
I will paſs them the more ſlightly over. Cradates now 
liv'd with Sp:tamenes as with hisSon, he truſted him with 
his moſt ſecret Thoughts, and referred himſelf to him, 
both for the Government of the Town, and for his moſt 
important Affairs; and indeed who would have ſuſpected 
ſuch 


all ſhew of Help, and not ſo fooliſh as to hope for any 


the Conſent he demanded ; and my Father who loved me 


was celebrated with Pomp and Magnificence enough, but 


neſs and Teſtimonies of Love, to make me approve ot that 
by Inclination, which I had done out of Obedience or | 


Memory, which without doubt you have heard before; 
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uch a horrid Treachery, or who would have imagined 
that ſo much Diſſimulation and Perfidiouſneſs could lodge 
in the Soul of a Man nobly deſcended? The eighth Day 
after our Marriage was hardly paſs'd, when Spitamenes 
found means to bring in a great part of his Forces at ſeve- 
ral Gates ; and when he had made himſclt ſtrongeſt iu the 
Town, where the Garriſon and the Inhabitants were very 
weak, after he had given thoſe Orders to his Men, which 
he reſolv'd ſhould be executed, he came attended by a 
great many Followers, to find my Father in his Chamber ; 
he the day before had told him that he intended to march 
about the Expedition Alexander had employed him in, fay- 
ing, it had been retarded by his Marriage, and my Fa- 


ther, who ſaw how much the Country was burden'd with 


his Forces, was content to let him depart, upon hope of 
a ſpeedy return; at that time ſeeing him come into his 
Chamber, he believ'd he came to take his Leave of him, 
but Spitamenes quickly convinc'd him of his Error, and 


having deſired to ſpeak with him; Cradates (ſaid he) I 


have hitherto diſſembled my Intention, becauſe I was not 


| - yet in a condition to declare it to you, but now I muſt lay 


open my Heart, and by my Example oblige you to do 
what you ought, ſince our ancient Friendſhip, and the 
Alliance we have contracted, perſuades me to move you 
to it by ſuch ways as I ſhould not have made uſe of to- 
ward another. Know then, I am Alexander's Enemy, that 
the Forces which follow me have taken Arms only againſt 
him, and that if you have any love to your Country, and 
any Conſideration of your Son-in-Law, you ought totake 
Arms for the one, and follow the Fortune of the other. 
I was preſent at this Diſcourſe of Spitamenes, and ſaw that 
my Father was not able to ſuffer the Continuation of it: 
How Spitamenes (cry'd he) have you betray'd me then, 
and was it only with this Intent that you ſought my Alli- 
ance ? I asked your Daughter of you, (ſaid Spitamenes) 
becauſe I lov'd you, and tis becauſe I love you, that I 
yet once again intreat you to embrace our Party, and not 
to make them your Enemies who do yet conſider you, and 
who are ſtronger in Maracanda than your ſelf, By theſe 
Words, poor Cradates plainly found he was betray'd, and 


inſlead of anſwering to Spitamenes his Propoſition ; 4b ! 


Traitor, 


"# 
- 
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Traitor, (cry d he) the juſt Gods cui puniſh thy Perfidiouſneſs, 
and if I muſt fall, they foall ſee me die like a Man that 
evas faithſul to his Maſters tilt his lateſt Breath, With 
theſe Words he laid his Hand upon the Hilt of his 
Sword; but cruel Spitamenes having already drawn his, 
ran him thro' the Body, and made him fall dead at my 
Feer, weltring in a Stream of his own Blood : My two 
Brothers were eager to have revenged him, but thoſe that 
accompanied Spitamenes kill'd them preſently upon the 
place; and at the ſame Inſtant the ſignal being given, they 
began through the whole Town to drive out, and cut the 
Throats of the Gariſon. | | 
Judge, my Lords, what a Condition I was in at that 
time; I ſaw my poor Father breath out his Life in my 
Arms, and my two poor Brothers fall Murdered wich 
divers Wounds ; the Blood of them all ſpouted forth up- 
on me, and made me all over in a gore ; but I was not 
long a beholder of that dreadful Spectacle, for having 
ſcarcely had the Strength to give a Shriek, I fell upon 
thoſe dear Bodies, without Senſe or Underſtanding. I 
knew not then what was done in the Chamber where 
theſe Cruelties were committed, but when I came out of 
my Swoon, I found my ſelf upon a Bed, encompaſſed with 
a great many Women, unto whoſe charge I had been de- 


livered. 
As ſoon as I opened my Eyes, I remembred the woful 


Objeas 1 had ſeen ; and you may believe, that at that 


horrid Remembrance, I neither ſpared my Hair, nor my 
Face, and that by all my Actions, I gave ſufficient Teſti- 
mony, that in the condition I was left in the World, I 
had but little love of Life remaining; I had ſeen thoſe 
Perſons murdered before my Eyes, who were the neareſt, 
and who ought to be the deareſt to me in the whole 
World; and I had ſeen them murdered by the Hands of 
him, who in ſpite of all his Treacheries and Cruelties, 
was ſtill my Husband ; beſides the Force of Blood, and 
the Conſiderations of Friendſhip, the Condition I was in 


by that horrible Revolution of my Fortune, was very la- 


mentable ; I in thoſe dear Perſons had loſt all the Sup- 
port, and all the Protection I had, and I faw my ſelf mi- 


ſerably expoſed, and abandoned to the Mercy of that 
f Monſter, 
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Monſter, from whom J expected as bad a Deſtiny. At 
that time I thought not of all theſe things, as being capa- 
ble of very little Senſe in that extremity of Trouble; but 
fixing my ſelf only upon thoſe ſo late Objects, and upon 
the bloody Ideas, which IT had ſtill freſh before my Eyes, 
I ſuftered my ſelf to be totally poſſeſſed with Grief, and 
with Aſtoniſhment. 

As often as I named my poor Father, and my poor Bro- 
thers, I deteſted their treacherous Murderer, and I made 
not more Complaints for them, than I poured forth Impre- 
cations againſt him: I kifled the Blood which was yet 
upon my Cloaths, and left horrible Marks thereof upon 
my Face. I ſhould fear to weary you, my Lords, and 
perhaps I ſhould not have Life enough to make an end of 
my Recital, if I endeayoured to repeat all the Words 
which my Deſpair made —— forth; and it will ſuf- 
fice me to tell you, that I paſſed all that Day, and the 
Night following, like a Perſon utterly out of her Wits; 
and had it not been for my Women, when I was ſo vio- 
lently tranſported, I had infallibly attempted upon my 
Life: J had continued above thirty hours without takin 
any Nouriſhment at all, when I was forced to it by the 


Tears of my old Nurſe, who hanging about my Knees, 


and fighing by me, touched even me with Pity, whoſe 
Condition was woful enough to move Compaſſion in all 


the World. That ſecond Day was paſſed juſt as the firſt ; 
and next after, impudent Spitamenes preſented himfelf be- 


fore me. O Gods ! with what a Violence did that cruel 


Sight waken my Reſentments ! I felt my Strength re- 
doubled, and leaping from my Bed, I ran to itranglethat 
Parricide with my Hands ; and without doubt, in the 
Fury that tranſported me, I ſhould have periſhed by his, 
or ſhould have made him run ſome Hazard, but that I 
was ſtopped by thoſe Women, who having held me back 
with much ado, carried me by force, and laid me again 
upon my Bed. Cruel Spitamenes was not at all moved at 
my Action, and being ſer down at a diſtance from me, he 
gave Ear a long time without Reply to the Reproaches 
and Imprecations I vented againſt him : After I had faid 


all that Rage could put into my Mouth; Perfect thy a 
cons 


ö 
| 
| 


188 CASSANDRA Part IT, 


(continued I) thou Murdere-, ſtain'd æbith illuſtrious Blocd, 
and cbiib Blood for cubich thou oughteſt to have ted all that 
runs in thine own Veins; ſend the diſconſolate Hermione af- 
ter her Father and her Brothers; pierce this Heart, an Fneny 


to that Parricide Hand, which but fecu Days beſo, th x joy- 
1 


nedſt to mine for a Pledge of thy Love, and <hich thou gaveſt 
to poor Cradates for an Aſſurance of thy Names ſince it i5 
evith this noble Recompence thou haſt re-paid the Favours he 
did thee, and with theſe gallant Characters that thou haſt en- 
graven in the Memory of Mankind, the Alliance «which thou 
madeſt with him, ſpare not this Remnant ihat is left, and 
nouriſh not for thy Ruin, a Serpent that aui devour thee, un- 
leſs thou ſtifleſt it; know that iby Life fall never be ſecure, 
fo long as Hermione 7s in the World, and that ſte preſerves bers 
only to aſſault thine, by all the moſt cruel <vays ſbe can in- 
vent. | 

At this Diſcourſe, diſloyal Spitamenes feigned to be 
touch'd with Repentance and Compaſſion, and having 
looked a long time upon me without Reply, Hermione, 
(faid he at laſt) I am afflicted with thee tor thy loſs ; but 
for the Conſervation of my Fortune and of my Lite, it 


was necetiary for me to ſeize upon Maracanda ; and tho 


I was already advertiſed that my Father had betray'd me, 
and that he had already promiſed to deliver me up to 4 
lexander, I proteſt to thee that for thy ſake I would have 
pardoned him, and that I would not have drawn my 
Sword againſt him, if he had not laid his Hand upon his 
firſt, with an Intention to have kill'd me, ſince he could 
not give me up alive into the Power of my mercileſs Enc- 
my ; I contributed not to the Death of thy Brothers, but 


they themſelves ran headlong upon the Arms of thoſe that 


accompanied me. However it were, Hermione, if Crada- 
tes was thy Father, Spitameres 1s thy Husband, and thou 
art more nearly tied to me, than ever thou wert to him ; 
our Intereſts and our Fortunes are henceforth inſeparable, 
and thou oughteſt to become an Enemy to all thoſe that 
were ſo to thy Husband. 

The faichleſs Spitaenes ſpake on this manner; and to 
juſtify himſelf in ſome ſort, ſtrove to blemiſn the Memory 
of my Father by a horrible Calumny; but his Innocence 
was too well known co me, and I could no longer ſuffer 

the 


l 
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the ſcandalous Slanders of that diſloyal Wretch. Ah! 
Traitor, (cried I) Traitor a thouſand Times; Traitor to 
Darius, Traitor to Beſſus, Traitor to Alexander, and moſt 
of all Traitor to the untortunate Cradates, and to his de- 
plorable Family ; ſpare at leaſt the Honour of them whoſe 
Lives thou haſt inhumanly deſtroy'd ; and content thy ſelf 
with murdering their Bodies, without murdering their 
Reputat ions in the Grave: Our Blood never ſuffered any 
Reproach of Perfidiouſneſs, and all that ever it can ap- 
prehend, is, the having receiv d faithleſs Spitamenes into 
a Race that till then was without any Blemiſh ; but let 
the Thunder of the Gods bury me with the reſt of our 
poor Family, rather than thou ſhould'ſt ever ſee Hermione 
acknowledge thee for her Husband ; thou thy ſelt ſhalt 
acknowledge her to be a revenging Fury, chain'd unto 
thy Life by an unſhaken Reſolution, and which will ei- 

ther give thee thy Death in the midſt of a thouſand Guards, 

or receive her own from thoſe abominable Hands yet ſtain- 
ed with that Blood, to which thou wert ſo unworthily 
Allied. I ſaid a great deal more to him with the ſame 

Vehemence, but he grew weary of hearing, and went 

out of the Chamber, telling me that his Love made-him 

pardon my being tranſported, and that time would reſtore 

me Reaſon, and bring me Comfort. 

I "continued many Days in this Condition, diſpoſing 
my ſelfto live no further than I was forced by the urgent 
Intreaties of many that loved me, and teſtified much Com- 
paſſion of my Misfortunes. Spitamenes was peaceable 


| Maſter of Maracanda, where he had quartered moſt part 
ol his Men, and where Alexander, by reaſon of his weigh- 
ty Employments elſewhere, let him alone quietly for that 
time; but he was not in the leaſt degree Maſter of my 
| Heart, and notwithſtanding all the Induſtry he uſed to 
make me forget my Reſentments, it was impoſſible for 
him to effect it, and J had conceiv'd ſo violent a hatred 
| #gainſt him, that I could not conſider him as other than 

| the Butcherer, not only of Cradates, and of my Brothers, 
| but even alſo of my ſelf ; I fancied him always dy'd with 
that Blood which had been fo dear to me, and I continu- 
ally fram'd horrible and dreadful Ideas of him to my ſelf, 
which waking and ſleeping came eternally into my Mind; 


in 
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in ſhort, all that a moſt juſt Anger can produce in a 


Heart already prepoſſeſs' d with ſome Averſion, imprinted 
it ſelf moſt deeply in mine, and I then took a firm Reſolu- 
tion to live for nothing elſe, but to take Revenge, and to 
ſacrifice to the Ghoſt, of my Father and Brothers, that 
barbarous Fellow who had inhumanly mallacted them be- 
tore my Eyes. | 


He viſited me every Day, but I ſtill received bim as a 


Dragon ready to devour me, and if he forced me to ſpeak 


to him, I only uttered ſuch bloody Reproaches, that any 


other Soul but his muſt needs have been touch'd by them, 
and which ſo wicked an one as his would never have en- 
dured, if it had not before been really touch'd with a 
violent Paſſion. I was a Priſoner, tho' in Appearance! 
was free, and if I had not known how much I was ob- 
ſerv'd, and how carefully I was kept, I ſhould have en- 
deayoured to get out of Maracanda, and eſcape out of the 
Hands of that barbarous Man. The Gods know, and! 
call them to witneſs, that tho' I had married Spitameres 
without any Aﬀection, I had done all I could after we 
were married, to baniſh from my Heart the Love I bore 
to Alexander, and that I had done all that a diſcreet Wo- 
man could do to ſettle it intirely upon that difloyal Man; 
I could not hope to effect it eaſily, but at leaſt I had taken 
a ſtrong Reſolution to die father than ſuffer the ſmalleſt 
thought that could injure it. I continued that deſign as 
long as he abſtain'd from murdering my neareſt Friends, 
but after that he with their Blood had waſh'd out all the 
Characters of that Alliance, which tied me to him, I be- 
liev'd my ſelf free from that Engagement; and after- 
ward, when my Loſſes were no longer ſo freſh, and that 
time ſuffered me a little to unlooſe my Thoughts from 
them, the Image of Alexander came again into my Mind, 
but it came in ſuch a way as made me inſtantly obſerve 
the difference there was between him and Spitamenes ; | 


made no oppoſition againſt its return, but drove out 0 
my Heart all the Thoughts I formerly had to love that 
Monſter, placing more noble and more glorious ones in 

their Room. O Gods! (cried I) how beautiful is Ver- 


tue in reſpe& of Vice? And how lovely is my Alexander 


in reſpe& of Spitamenes * Depart from me, O unworthy 
remem- 
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remembrance of the moſt unworthy of all Men, and return 


to me, O dear Ideas of my gallant Conqueror; we may 
ſubmit our ſelves to him without Baſeneſs, ſince the whole 


Earth ſubmits it ſelf with us, and may kindle as much 


Love in our Heart for him, as we do hatred againſt the 
faithleſs Spitamenes. I ſaid many other things in the re- 
turn of my Paſſion, which my Duty had laboured to ſup- 
preſs, bur now my Reſentment had fortified twice as much 
as ever. A 

In the mean time, Spitamenes endeavoured to reconcile 
me to him, and caus'd me to be perſuaded, that by all 
manner of Conſiderat ions I ought to forget all that was 
paſt, and give him the ſame place as formerly in my Af- 
fection, and in my Bed; but 'twas impoſſible for him to 
obtain it; and one Day when he preſſed me to it more 
than ordinary, Ceaſe, Spitamenes, (ſaid I) to deſire what 
thou demandeſt, and believe that it ſhall only be to kill 
thee in thy Sleep, if I receive thee into my Bed. Spita- 
menes was touch'd with ſuch a Threat, and changing co- 
lour at that anſwer, 'This crue] Obſtinacy (replied he) 
deſerves a very difterent Uſage from that you receive of 
me, and you would find few Men in the World who 
would not ſecure their own Lives by the Death of fo 
dangerous an Enemy. Why doſt thou not fecure thine 
then (ſaid I) fince thou haſt no other way left to do it? 
I will firſt (anſwered he) try if reaſon, and the know- 
ledge of my Love, can reſettle you in your Duty, and 


will not come to Extremities againſt you, till my Hopes 


are quite extinguiſh'd, and till I have cleared my ſelf of 


all thoſe Reproaches you might uſe againſt me. But re- 
| member, Hermione, that you ought not to force a Hus- 
band upon theſe laſt Reſolutions, who loves you too well, 
and who by your Ingratitude may be driven from one Ex- 
| tremity to another. 
not matter of Reply to ſuch a Diſcourſe, but he would 
not ſtay for it, and going out of my Chamber, left me at 
| Liberty to digeſt his Threatning. 
moved with that, as with his Flatteries, and neither the 
one nor the other were able to divert me from the Reſo- 
lution I had taken. | 


The cruel Man knew that I wanted 


1 was eyen as much 


Whilſt 


4 
| 
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Whilſt I lived thus with him, like an U es in the cy- 
clops Cave, he received Intelligence, that Alexander was 
ſending Forces againſt him, and that he was preparing to 
follow them at the Heels himſelf, to puniſh his Perfid iouſ- 
neſs, and make him an Example to thoſe that might abuſe 
his Mercy, as he had done. This News produced two 
very different Effects in us; it much perplexed Spitamenes, 
tho indeed he was valiant, and a good Soldier; but in 
me it caus'd ſome mixture of Hope and Joy ; I hoped that 
Alexander would revenge me, and ſet me at liberty, that 
out of thoſe deteſted Hands I ſhould fall into Hands that 
were moſt dear to me, and that in that Revolution of my 
Fortune, I by avoiding the ſight of Spitamenes might en- 
joy the light of Alexander. Theſe Thoughts reſtored ſome 
Cheartulneſs to my Countenance, which was taken No- 
tice of by Spitamenet, and tho' he had no Suſpicions of 
my Inclinations to Alexander, he nevertheleſs was much 
diſpleas'd with me for the Joy I ſhew'd at the Diſorder 
of his Affairs; and not being able to diſſemble it; You 
rejoice, (ſaid he) Hermione, 2 be not too haſty in your 
Contentments, your Fortune is yet very unſecure. It 


cannot chuſe but be very good, (replied I) provided yours 


be bad, and if Spitamenes periſn, Hermione cannot be un- 
happy. By the like Diſcourſes I exaſperated Spitamenes 
againſt me, and if he had not indeed had ſome Paſſion for 


me (whereof I can neither tell you the Name, nor ex- 


plain the Nature) 'tis probable that being wicked and 
cruel, as he was, he would not have ſpared me. My good 
Nurſe was my only Conſolation, I truſted her alone with 
both my Hatred and my Love; for tho' my Hatred was 
publick, my Love was known to no body but the faithful 
Theano. Alexander made a great part of our Converſation, 
and ſeeing her alone with me one day in my Cloſſet, a 
Thought came into my Mind which I neither could nor 
would conceal from her: What Danger is there, Mother, 
(faid I) ſince I have given my Heart to Alexander, and that 
I have more right than others to call him to my Relief, if 
I implore that Aſſiſtance which he grants to all Perſons 
that are miſerable ? He'll lend an Ear to me without 


doubt, when he ſhall know that I am Danghter to Cra- 
| dates, 
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dates, who died for his Service, and whoſe Fidelity alone 
has been the Cauſe of my Misfortunes. This remembrance 
will be conſiderable to him, and perhaps he will not diſ- 
dain the Inclinations I have for him, when he ſhall once 
come to know them : He has ſhewed Civility, nay, has - 
ſhewed Affection to Women, whoſe Birth was neither 
more illuſtrious, nor their Perſon more lovely than Her- 
mione'ss What do we know, but that the Heavens, after 
ſach cruel Influences, may look upon us with more pity, 
and may have inſpired me with the deſign I have, to de- 
liver me out of all my Miſeries at once? Let us hazard 


what Love, and the Neceſſity of my Affairs put into my 


Mind, and by writing to Alexander an account of our pre- 
ſent Condition, let us give him ſome notice of that of my 
Heart; he will without doubt be pitiful to the one, and 
perhaps not inexorable to the other. I am forced to this 


Action by a Power which I cannot diſobey ; and ſince in 


the condition I am in, my Lite is very unſafe, I ſhould 
die unſatisfied, it I died without giving my Conqueror 


| ſome knowledge of the Victory he has obtained over me; 


I will have him know, that even the leaſt of his Con- 
queſts is not ſhameſul, and that the Daughter of Cradates 
has a more noble Ambition than to be the Wite of Spita- 
menes ; yet will we manage what Love ſhall make us 
write, with ſuch a Diſcretion, as ſhall ſecure us from his 
Diſdain, and will make theſe adventrous Lines ſpeak in- 
ſuch Terms, as ſhall not make us Bluſh for their Preſump- 
tion, Only, dear Mother, think of ſome truſty Servant 
whom we may make uſe of in ſo important a Buſineſs ; I'll 
put both my Life and Honour into his Hands ; and in re- 
compence of the Service he ſhall do me, I offer him a good 
part of that Fortune the Gods ſhall ſend me: It will not 
be hard for him to get out of this Town while Spitameres's 
Enemies are yet afar off, and the Guard at the Ports is not 
too ſtrict; and he may eaſily find out Alexander by the 
Noiſe of his Conqueſts, and by that Reputation which 
brings him near to the remoteſt places. After J had faid 
this to Thearo, ſhe alledged ſome Dithculties that were 
not without Colour; but my Paſſion broke thro* them 
all, and at laſt made the good Woman conſent to my de- 
ſires, and ſeek ſome faithful Perſon to ſerve me in _ : 
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ſerve me, urged me in ſuch a manner, that aſter having 


inſtructed him in his Commiſſion, and in the relation he 
ſhould make unto the King touching the Misfortunes of 


our Family, I put that fatal Letter into his Hands, and 
diſmiſs'd him. He went his way, after he had promiſed, 
that he would either procure my Satisfaction, or die for 
my Service ; and I remained in a great Confuſion, both 
for the Boldneſs I had taken, and for the Uncertainty of 
the Event. I trembled in ſo doubttul an expectation, and 

ood Theano endeayoured to ſettle my Fears, and laid a- 
de her own to give me ſome Conſolation. Part of the 
Day was paſſed in this Employment, when I was ſurpri- 
zed with a moſt dreadful Spectacle; I ſaw (O Gods ! ! 
tremble at this horrible Remembrance) I ſaw cruel Spita- 
menes come into my Chamber, in a Poſture which cannot 
return into my Memory without making me quake with 
Terror ; his Eyes and his whole Face glowed with a 
Colour like Fire, his Cloaths were all bloody; in one of 
his Hands he held the Letter I had written ſome few hours 
before, and in the other the Head of my unfortunate Mef. 
ſenger. Conſider, my Lords, what an Aſtoniſhment J 
was in at ſo ſtrange an Encounter, and ſupply my Weak- 
neſs, which will not ſuffer me to repreſent it to you. I 
was {truck cold, and unmoveable, like ſorrowful Niobe at 
the loſs of her deplored Family, and at the firſt was nci- 
ther ſenſible of Grief for the Miſchief I had cauſed, nor 
of Fear for the Danger that threatned me. In the interim, 
inhuman Spitamenes coming towards me, when he had put 
the Head which he held by the Hair cloſe to my Eyes to 
make me know it, he threw it at Theano's Feet ; and at 
the ſame time ſhewing me the Letter, See here, (ſaid he) 
Hermione, ſee the Recompence thou giveſt to thoſe that 
ſerve thee, and behold the gallant Marks of thy Fidelity 


to thy Husband ; thus it is I uſe thoſe that undertake ſuch 
| boneſt Employments for Spitamenes's Wife, and 'tis by 


Proofs of this Nature that I can know. Chaſte and Modeſt 
Women like Hermione. I was ſo troubled both by the 


ſight of ſuch frightful Objects, and by the Cries of Thea- 


20, who Kiſſing her Son's bloody Head, fill'd my Cham- 
ber with moſt lamentable Exclamations, that I had nci- 
ther Strength nor Confidence to anſwer Spitamenes. Con- 


ſider, Þ 
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ſider (ſaid he to me) whether this Husband, to whom 
thou daily uſeſt bloody Reproaches of Cruelty, ought no- 
to ſtand in fear of them, for having puniſhed à double 
Perfidiouſneſs like thine ; and whether thou canſt difavow 
thy being convinced both of an adulterous Deſign, and 
of a Conſpiracy againſt thy Husband's Life : See, how to 
ſatisfy thy Hatred, and to content thy ſhameful Paſſion, 


. thpu doft not only give up my Life and thy Honour; but 


to ſacrifice the one, and unworthily to proſtitute the o- 
ther, thou woeſt, (baſe and mean- ſpirited Wretch) thou 
ſueſt to an Enemy that deſpiſes thee : Know, that it is 
not to diſhoneſt and diſloyal Women that Alexander gives 
his Eſteem and his AﬀeRions ; and that as much his Ene- 
my aß I am, I muſt acknowledge him to have a Vertue 
which oppoſes all my Hopes. He that puniſhed the mur- 
derers of Darius more cruelly than thoſe of King Fhitip 
his Father, will never approve of Treachery, altho? it 
be to his Advantage, and the Deſtiny of Beſſus ſhould. 
have ſerv'd 'for an Example to the Wife of Spitamenes. 
With ſuch like Diſcourſes Spitamenes aggravated my Sor- 
rows, and having by the length of them given me time 
to ſhake off part of my Aſtoniſhment, I ar laſt recover'd 


Courage, and looking upon him with a more aſſured 
| Countenance than before; Think not (ſaid I) to confound 
| me by thy Reproaches, nor to terrify me by thy Threats; 
| theſe Crimes that thou accuſeſt me of, are not new. unto 


thy Knowledge, this is not the firſt Day thou kneweſt 


| that Cradates's Daughter was the mortal Enemy of his 
| Murderer ; this Attempt thou upbraideſt me with, is on- 
| ly againſt the Butcherer of my neareſt Friends, and not 
againſt my Husband : The Gods forbid that ever I ſhould 


acknowledge thee by that Name, their blood has waſh- 


ed out-all the Marks thou had'ſt of it; and if I were 
; guilty of that Affection thou condemneſt me of, it ſhould. 


e to the Gods, and not to thee, that I ſhould juſtify my 


ſelf for it; I owe no Fidelity to him who by horrible 
barricides has extinguiſhed all thoſe Obligations, and I 
ceaſed to be thy Wife from the time that thou diveſtedſt 


thy ſelf both of the Nature and Quality of my Husband. 
After the Misfortune of Cradates, who was neither more 
guilty, nor leſs in thy power than I, thou needeſt not 

vl” © 26 think 
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think it ſtrange that I try all manner of ways to get out 
of thy Hands, and that I call for help to him, who of all 
Men living is beſt able to give it me, and from whom, 
being intereſſed in our Misfortunes as he is, I may moſt 
lawfully hope to obtain it. If thou haſt ſhed the Blood 
of a faithful Servant, and of the innocent Meſſenger of 
my Intention, be neither the more fierce, nor the more 
ſatisfied for that, and believe thou aggravateſt thy Crimes 
only for thy greater Puniſhment, and that if thou letteſt 
me continue in the World, I will be revenged for him, 
as alſo for my Father and my Brothers. This Torrent of 
Words which I pour'd forth impetuouſly, and in which 
Spitamenes, for all his = and Fury, ſaw a great deal 
of Juſtice, abated his Violence a little; and it they were 
not able to make him more Mild, or more Cholerick than 
before, they were powerful enough to ſtrike him into Con- 
fuſion; yet did he ſtrive to diſſemble it, and Jabouring to 
put himſelf into his former Paſſion, Think not, wicked 
Woman, (ſaid he) to juſtify thy ſelf by theſe weak Rea- 
ſons thou alledgeſt ; thou art but too plainly convinced of 
two Crimes, the leaſt whereof is worthy of Death; and 
perſevering as thou doſt to work my Ruin, thou wouldſt 
perhaps ſcarce find one in the whole World, from whom 
thou could'ſt hope for ſo much Mercy as thou receiveſt 
from this cruel, this barbarous Man; IT will let thee out- 
live thy Crime, to the end thou mayeſt have no Advan- 
tage over me, and that henceſorward our Reproaches may 
be equal, ſince our Faults are equal : When thou telleſt 
me of Cradates, I'll put thee in mind of Alexander; but 
know, that thou hopeſt in vain both for his Help and his 
Affection. I am content to let thee live, ſo long as thou 
liveſt for none but me; but if I fink under Alexander's 
Fortune, thou ſhalt be ſure to keep me company to my 
Grave, nor will I leave thee in the World in a condition 


to laugh with thy Lover at the defeat of thy Husband ; 
Pray therefore to the Heavens for my Proſperity, if thou 


wilt pray for thine own Safety. I give thee this wicked 
Woman's Life, (continued he, pointing to Theano) and 
tho ſhe deſerve Death, I am ſatisfied with having puniſh- 
ed her by her Son, for the Counſel and Aſſiſtance ſhe has 
given thee, Having ſaid theſe Words, he went out of 


my 
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my Chamber, and left me little moved with his Threat- 
nings, but deeply afflicted, both with Fear of never ſee- 
ing Alexander, and, Grief for poor Theano, whom for a 
Reward of her Services, and of the ſupport I had received 
from her, I unfortunately had deprived of her only Son. 
The poor Woman lay upon the Floor, keeping the Head 
in her Hands, and mingling her Tears with the Blood 
which ſtill ran from it, was a hideous and horrible fight 
to behold. I took her in mine Arms. and adding my Teats 
to hers, with much Affection; Mother, (ſaid I) I am not 
able to give you any valuable Comfort in this Loſs I have 
cauſed you, and unleſs I could reſtore you what I have 
robbed you of, I know not how in the World to make 
you amends ; but I proteſt to you by all the Gods that 
hear vs, by the Soul of Cradates, and by the tender Af- 
fection I have ever born you, that your Intereſts ſhall 
from henceforth make the beſt part of mine, that I will 
be as eager to revenge you as my ſelf, and that I will 
periſh very ſhortly, or appeaſe the Ghoſts of my Father, 
and of your Son, by the Blood of their Murderer. The“ 
theſe Words were not ſuthcient to quiet that poor Wo- 
man, yet did I perceive they had wrought ſomething 
upon her, and that ſhe found ſome Sweetneſs in the 
Promiſe I made her ; I ſpent the reſt of the Day with 
her in condoling the Diſaſter of that poor young Man, 
whom I unhappily had ſacrificed to my Misfortunes ; and 
the Day after we had Employments of another Na- 
ture. | | 

Spitamenes having Notice, that Alexander had ſent Me- 
nedemus againſt him, and that he was already upon his 
march to Maracarda with his Forces, reſolv'd to go forth 
with his, to meet him, and to wait for him in ſome ad- 
vantageous Place, fit tor an Ambuſh which he meant to 
lay, and into which Menedemus mult neceſſarily fall. The 
Troops were no ſooner ready, but Shrtamenes compell'd 
me to go out of my Chamber, and putting me with cer- 
tain Women into a Chariot, encompaſſed , with Guards, 


took me along with him the way he march'd ; he had 


with him Four Thouſand Bactrian Horſemen, whom he 


cauſed to carry behind them as many Dahas lightly arm'd, 
KEE I 2 and 
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and expert Archers, who yielded little to Horſes in ſwift- 
neſs, and who had order to alight at the very beginning 
of the Charge, and to encloſe the Enemies on the Right- 
ſide, and on the Left. That Day having made a very long 
March, we came to the place of Ambuſh in the beginning 
of the Night, and the very next Morning imprudent Me- 
nedemus arrived there. I will not entertain you, my Lords, 
with the Particularities of that Buſineſs ; I have already 
told you, that I am but a Soldier by Accident ; and be- 
fides, thoſe Paſſages are as well known to you as my ſelf. 
You have heard that Spitamenes's Stratagem took the Ef- 


ſect projected, that the Macedonians were ſhut up on three 


fides, and that the ſudden Surprize of the Dahes deprived 
them of all 'means to fight ; that Menedemus ſecing him- 
ſelf out-witted, and aſhamed to have an Enemy more 
ſubtile than himſelf, made amends valiantly with his 
own Perſon, and after having ſlain a great many of his 
Enemies, fell dead amongſt them with an infinite number 
of Wounds; that after the great Defeat, a ſmall number 
f a place of reaſonable ſtron 
Situat ion, capitulated with Spitamenes, aſter which that 
faithleſs Fellow, contrary to his Word given, put them 
all to the Sword. 

Here Antigenus ſpeaking to help Hermione's Weakneſs, 
We ſaw the bloody Marks (ſaid he) of what you ſuc- 
einctly related, within a few Days after, where we found 
all the Macedonians, and their valiant Commander Mene- 
demus, (who had been our Friend and Companion) full 
of honourable Wounds ; and the King who view'd the 
Place of that Defeat in Perſon, after having given ſome 
Tears to their deplored end, and loudly ſworn to re- 
venge it, cauſed Tombs to be raiſed for them, and Fu- 
neral Honours to be performed with great Magnifi- 
cence. 

After that Defeat (added Hermiore) Spitamenes return'd 
to Maracanda, but would not ſtay for Alexander there, 
knowing himſelf to be but weak in that Country, where 
he had little Credit and Authority; wherefore having gi- 
ven order that the Troops which he had left bchind ſhould 
follow him, he march'd toward B#ria, which Caſeres 


and he had cauſed to revolt, and where he knew he 
35 mould 
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ſhould find a Retreat, with Men and Towns at his Devo- 
tion. In the mean time he carried me along like a Cap” 
tive, tho' he was careful enough of my Perſon, and ſome- 
times by Flatteries, and ſometimes by Threats, endea- 
youred to alter my Inclinations ; but they were ſtil 

firm, and inſtead of mollifying me towards him, I was 
every Day ſolicited by the afflicted Thearo, to take the 
Revenge I had promiſed her, the Deſire whereof was too 
deeply ingraven in my Heart to ſtand in need of any Soli- 
citation. This thought, and that of Alexander, took up 
my Memory perpetually, and whatſoever ſhould become 


of me after the Defeat of Spitamenes, I begg'd nothing of 


the Gods but the arrival of his Enemies; I blamed their 
ſlowneſs every Day, and complained againſt Alexander 
for being ſo careleſs in revenging the Injuries that were 
done to him, not conſidering that he had other Matters 
enough in hand, which were ſufficient to retard him. We 
wandred a long time up and down Bactria, where Spita- 
menes recruited his Army, and when he thought he was 
able to defend himſelf, he fiay'd at Nicea, the beſt Town 
in all the Country, and encamped his Forces about it. 
He had not been there long, but he heard that Alexander 
was coming with great Marches towards him ; that In- 
telligence did not much affright him, and not being wil- 
ling to fly before bim any longer, he reſolved to expect 
him boldly, and bury himſelf in the Ruins of that City ; 
he cauſcd the Fortifications to be carefully repaired, fur- 
niſh'd the place with Arms and Victuals, made Forts, and 
drew a good Line round his Camp, forgetting no part of 
an expert Commander. This News joy'd me very much, 
and Spitamenes, in whom Jealouſy was already very pow- 
erful, finding the Marks of it in my Face, reproached me 
with it every Day. Thou knoweſt not what thou rejoi- 
ceſt at, (would he ſay to me ſometimes) for if thou fore- 
fawcſt thy Deſtiny, thou wouldſt curſe the very approach 
of Alexander. He often threatned me on this manner, and 
then within a while coming to himſelf again, and lettin 


* himſelf be overcome by ſome Remainders of Paſſion, he 


would begin to flatter me, and changing his Voice and 
Countenance ; Hermione (would he ſay) our Injuries are 


| equal, let us forget them equally ; do not thou any more 


3 - re- 
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remember that I kill'd Cradates, and I will never more 
think of thy being in love with Alexander. Sometimes J 
deigned not ſo much as to anſwer him, at other times J 
reply'd ſo ſharply, that he would tall into a Rage, and re- 
turn to his furious Humour. In the interim, the time ſo 
much deſired by Hermione came at laſt, and we ſaw thoſe 
Arms appear, that were victorious over the better part of 
the World, — 

Fierce Sitamenes reſolving to go forth with ſome of 
bis Cavalry to meet the foremoſt Troops, came into my 
Chamber compleatly armed, and rowling his Eyes, which 
breath'd notlling but Blood and Slaughter; Hermione, (ſaid 
be) I am going to make thee Sport, and perhaps thou 
wilt know to Day, whether I can defend my ſelf both 
againit my Foreign and Domeſtick Enemies ; arm th 
Prayers in favour of them whom thou loveſt beſt, and if 
thou wilt, behold from the top of our Walls the Sacrifice 

1 prepare for thee. He went out of my Chamber with 
theſe Words, and I was not atall unwilling to grant what 
he demanded. Our Houſe ſtood upon the Skirts of the 

Town, and from the higheſt Windows one might diſco- 
ver the neighbouring Fields, as far as the Sight was able 
to reach ; Spitamenes had no ſooner left me, but I went 
up with Ibeano, and caſting my Eyes upon the Plain, I 

ſaw my cruel Goaler go forth at the Head of his Men, and 
march in good Order toward his Enemies. Go, perfidious 
Man, (faid I, ſeeing him ride on) go, find a too glorious 
Funeral under the Arms of my gallant Conqueror, and 
make him Bluſh at ſo ſhametu] a Victory; thy Deſtiny 
will be too noble if thou falleſt in this manner, and even 
thy very Death will work an Envy in Hermione, He was 
not yet far off, when Thearo made me obſerve the Duſt 
which roſe under your Horſes Feet, and within a while 
after, I diſcern'd the ſhining of your Arms ; yet were 
you at ſo great a diſtance, that we could ſee you but ve- 
ry confuſedly. At that Sight I felt a beating at my Heart, 
which teſtified the inward Alterations of my Soul, and 
celebrating your Approaches with Sighs, O Theano, (cricd 
I) ſee yonder is he we have ſo much defired ; that Maſter 
of my Heart, and that adored Object of all my Prayers, 
and of all my Thoughts; without doubt he is at 7 
Hea 
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Head of thoſe Troops which we begin to perceive, there 
it is he is moſt commonly found, and there it is that by 
his Preſence he conſtantly leads on Victory; ſee how the 
Sun, to add Luſtre to his triumphant Arms, is more beau- 
titul and ſparkling to Day, than ordinary; all things con- 
tribute to his Glory and Advantage, and Fortune her 
ſelt, in whom common Perſons find nothing but Incon- 
ſtancy, hath chang'd her Nature in favour of him, and 
hath yielded her ſelf a Slave unto his Vertue. In the 
mean time I faw Spitameres draw up toward you, and 
within a while after the Duſt roſe thicker than before, and 
the Sky was fo obſcured, that we loſt fight of both Par- 
ties; Then we were confident they were fighting with 
the Macedonians, and then we moſt ardently redoubled 
our Prayers and Wiſhes. Within an Hour we found that 
Darkneſs to draw nearer to us, and afterwards when we 
could more eaſily diſtinguiſh Objects, we ſaw Spitamenes 


fly full ſpeed with his Men toward the City, and the Ma- 


cedenians at their Heels, eagerly proſecuting their Victo- 
ry. That fight begot an imperfect Joy in me; as ſoon as 
the wicked Fellow was near enough to be known, and 
tho' his Shame gave me ſome Contentment, I could much 
more earneſtly have wiſh'd, that ſome Macedonian Javelin 
might have ſtopt his Flight, and that he had lain gnaw- 
ing the Earth, upon which he had left 'a good many of his 
Companions. Look there, (ſaid 1, Theano, ſeeing him 
enter the Gates) behold the valiant Man that prepared me 
ſuch bloody Sacrifices ! Oh how pleaſing would this Sa- 
crifice have been to me, if he had been the Victim! In 
this interim he was retired into the Town with ſome of 
his Men, and the Macedonians (who but for that Obſtacle 
would have forced their Entrance) at their coming up 
were ſtopt by their Enemies Entrenchments. That Hin- 
drance kept them in the Plain, judging that thoſe Out- 
works could not ſo eaſily be taken, and in the mean time 
all their Forces arrived, and the Commanders diſpoſed 
the Order of their Encamping. In that Employment my 
Eye ſtill ſought for Alexander, and methought I knew 
him by the Brightneſs of his Arms, by the number of 


Macedonians that followed him, aud by his performing the 
ES: Office 
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Office of General; I ſaw white Feathers wave upon his 
Cask, whoſe ſhining, oppoſed to the Sun-beams, could not 
but dazle the Eyes of thoſe about him; I ſaw him come 
thro' a Cloud of Arrows to the very Edge of the Works, 
where I am confident he froze a thouſand Hearts, and by 
his Preſence ſtruck a Terror into Thouſands of Men, whom 
the Depth of their Moats were not able to defend againſt 
Jo dreadful an Enemy. O Gods! how did that Sight re. 
new my Wound, and how graceful did I think him in 
that Encounter, tho' the Diſtance was a little too great 
to make any particular Obſervations ; I ſigh'd, I trenibled, 
I changed Colour a hundred times in a Moment, and by 
all my Actions J let Theano fee that J was no more my felt; 
Ah! Mother, (ſaid J) 'tis he without doubt, and tho' he 
were not to be known by ſo many Marks, my Heart ſhews 


me him better than my Eyes; that Slave to an illuſtrious 


Maſter inſtantly felt his Approaches, and by a miraculous 
Inftin& found him out in the midſt of all his Troops. Do 
but conſider that divine Preſence of the Son of Frpiter. 
Hammon, behold that Brow (proud of ſo many Laurels) 
which he lifts up towards us with ſuch a lovely fierce- Þ 
neſs, obſerve how he puts forth his Right-hand toward 
the Ramparts, and by that threatning Action ſends mortal 
Terror into the Soul of theſe revolred Wretches : The 
brave Achilles never looked like him, when on the Deck 
of the Grecian Ships he by his Preſence alone deprived the 
Trojans both of Courage and of Victory, and made them 
torſake the Fire which already was devouring their Men 
of War. Ah ! my gallant Conqueror, (continued I) thou 
art ignorant of part of thy Victories, nor knoweſt thou 
that the Advantages thou winneſt upon our Out-Works 
are much leſs entire, than thoſe thou haſt already got 


within our Walls; 1 had no Rampart able to defend me ; 


againſt thee, nay, I cven yielded my ſelf to thee without 
putting thee to the trouble of a Blow. Ah ! would it 


pleaſed the Gods theſe Gates were as open to thee as m] 


Heart is, and that without incurring any Danger, thou 
wert as much Maſter in this City as thou art in my Soul. 
I brought forth theſe Words with ſo much vehemence, Þ 


and Theano's Eyes and mine accompanied my Thoughts fo 
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fixedly, that we perceived not Spitameneſ's entring into 


the Chamber. He had hearken'd to the laſt Words I ſpoke, 
aud not being able (ia that Confirmation of my Love, 
| and in the ill Humour he was in for the Loſs he had ſu- 
* ſtain'd) to retain the furious Motions of his Choler, he 
ran to me with his Sword drawn, and preparing himſelf to 
take away my Life, Now it is (cried he) O dilloyal Wo- 
man, that thou ſhalt receive the Reward of thy Infideli- 
ty, and that thou ſhalt give that impure Soul unto thy 


Alexander, which thou already haſt abandoned to him. I 
confeſs I was more ſurprized at this Accident than I can 
repreſent to you; and thoꝭ till then J had not much fear- 
ed Death, his Preſence made it fo ghaſtly to me, that I 
was quite void of Courage or Reply. Spitamenes catch'd 


| hold of my Hair. with his Left-hand, and lifting up his 


Right, wherein he held his Sword, was going to part my 
Head from my Shoulders, when he felt his Arm laid hold 
on behind ; he turned about furiouſly toward him that 


hindered the effecting of his Reſolution, and ſaw Timocra- 
tes ſtanding by him, in whom of all his Captains he had 


greateſt Confidence. What will you do Sir? ſaid Timo- 


| crates, Let me alone, (replied Spitamenes, more furious 


than before) let me kill this taithleſs Woman before ſhe 
rejoice in my utter Defeat, and in the Shame ſhe prepares 


| me. With thoſe Words he got looſe from Timocrates, and 
{ would infallibly have executed his Deſign, if many others 


of his Friends had not come into the Chamber, and oppo- 


| fed his Intentions they altogether could hardly diſſuade 
him, and he ſtill dragg'd me by the Hair, who was more 


than half dead, abating nothing of his Obſtiuacy for all 


* their Entreaties. 


Hermione in this part of her Recital was interrupted by 


the paſſionate Demetrius; who cricd out, O Gods ! where 
were all the Thunders at that time? Or it you wanted 
* Thunders, where was Demetrius? The young Lover 
* faid only theſe few Words with an enflamed Look; and 
* Hermione proſecuting her Story; The more earneſtly Spi- 
' tamenes's Friends (continued ſhe) importuned him toſpare 
me, the more inexorable did they find him; But when 
| they had long preſs'd and conjured him not to be fo haſty 


in a Buſineſs which he might execute another way; I grant 
_— 7. you 
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ou (ſaid he at laſt) ſome part of what you deſire, not the 
Lite of this falſe Woman, who ſhall ſurely die for the Ex. 
piation of her Crimes, but the - delay you beg, and a 
change of the kind of her Death ; my Revenge would 
neither be handſom nor perfect, if I ſhould foul my Hands 
in her impure Blood, therefore I will have her die b 
Hands that are dearer to her; to-morrow 1']] make afally 
upon the Enemies, where ſhe ſhall march at the Head of 
our Party, and receive the firſt Storm of their Encoun- 
ter; ſhe ſhall either fire her Alexander's Tent her ſelf, or 
fall under the Arms of the Macedonians , and if ſhe yive 
back, or refuſe to advance, this Sword ſhall ſtill be ready 
to execute what you have deferr'd. Prepare thy ſelf 
for this kind of Death, (purſued he, turning towards 
me) and freely ofter to Alexander's Sword that Heart 
which thou haſt given him ; I cannot do thee a more 
acceptable Service, than to deliver thee to thy Lover, 
and I my ſelf will take care to conduct thee to his 
Tent. 3 
This was his laſt Reſolution, and notwithſtanding all 
the Attempts of his Friends to divert him from it, 'twas 
impoſſible for them to' obtain any more of him. Before 
he went out of the Chamber, he put me into the Hands 
of the Eunuch Strato, Captain of his Guards, a valiant 
Man, whom he commanded upon Pain of Death ro watch 
by me all Night with a hundred of his Soldiers. Until 
this part of my Lite, I had never ſhewed too much Ap- 
prehenſion of Death, but I muſt confeſs my Weakneſs, 
(nor do I think it ſhameful in a Woman) I was then ex- 
treamly zffrighted at it, and formed ſo cruel an Idea of it 
in my Imagination, that I was not free from ſome of thoſe 
Thoughts which are uſual in Perfons that are muchin love 
with Lite. | 
As ſoon as Spitamenes was gone out, Strato brought me 
to my Chamber, where preſently all Objects appeared fatal 
to me; bySpitamenes's Command all my Women left me, and 
ſcarcely were they that had been deareſt to me, permitted 
to take their Leaves of me; they by a weeping Farewel 
made my Gries more ſenſible, and my Terrors greater; 
the Face of all Things became diſmal, and my Lodging 
now look d as the Priſon of a Criminal condemned to - f- 
f f | cr; 
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fer : Only Theano continued with me, becauſe ſhe was 
deſtined to the ſame Puniſhment, and was to loſe a Life 
with me, the better part whereof ſhe had already be- 
queathed to my ſervice. One of my moſt ſenſible Griefs 
was, that I ſhould die without ſeeing Alexarder, and 
without 87 him know at my Death that I ſuffered it 
only for his fake. At leaſt (ſaid I) if he had but any 
Knowledge of the Cauſe of my Death, and if he might 
but one day learn with what Conſtancy and Firmneſs I die 
his, I ſhould not be utterly unhappy ; he would certainly 
ſued a great deal of Blood for my Revenge; and perhaps 
ſome Tears out of Compaſſion. O Alexander ! how glo- 
rious would my Deſtiny be, if I could make thee ſhed but 
one, and it thou didſt but ſay at the relation of this News, 
I lament the Fortune of this poor Woman. But alas, 
how different are our Thoughts? Thou without doubt 
inrolveſt Spitamenes's whole Family in his Perfidiouſneſs, 
and wilt equally bear the Ruin of thoſe that have be- 
tray'd thee, and Deſtruction of thoſe that have loved 
thee. | 
I was buried in theſe Thoughts, and preparing my ſelf 
with all the Conſtancy I had left for that Death which I 
believed inevitable, when Strato, whoſe Guards were at 
my Chamber-Door, came toward me, and ſeeing he could 
not be over-beard by any Body but Zhearo, who was not 
ſuſpected, Madam, (ſaid he) you may ſave your ſelves, but 
you muſt have Courage to undertake a daring Enterprize. I 
had ever obſerv'd ſome Good-will in that Man toward 
me, and I then called to mind that he had received fome 
Obligations from Cradates, whereof he {till had preſer- 
ved the Remembrance: This freed me of any Suſpicion 
I might have had that he talked ſo to ſound me; and 
therefore I reply'd, Oh! Strato, there is nothing I avould not 
do to hinder Spitamenes from having the ſatisfafion to deſtroy 
Cradates's ce Family. © You muſt then kill Spitzamenes, 


© (ſaid Strato) I fee no other way open to your Safety 


© and by that, you may both ſave your Life, and take 
© the Revenge you have ſo much deſired. I was furpri- 
zed ar that Propoſition, and tho' in my Opinion, I ought 


to have received it with Joy, I was ſtruck when I heard 


ſpeak of taking away my Husband's Life ; how great 
| : | Hatred 


ſently, and to expect his Orders there, he feigned t 
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Hatred ſoever I bore him, I did not naturally love Blood, 
and tho I wiſh'd his Death, I found not my ſelf bold e- 
nough to give it him. Thearo ſeeing me in this Confuſi- 
on was troubled at it, and coming towards me with a 


ſomewhat furious Action, What, Madam, (ſaid ſhe) do 


c you conſult ſtill upon this Propoſition ? And, when as 


to ſo many Reaſons of Revenge you = join that of 
a 


© your own Safety, do you forget your gallant Reſoluti- 
© ons? Ah! Theano, (reply d I) I am no leſs an Enemy 
© to Spitamenes, than I have ever been; and I could wiſh 
© he were out of the World, ſo I had not the Guilt of 
© killing him : He is the Murderer of my Father, and of 
© my Brothers ; yet he is my Husband, and I cannot re- 
© ſolve to imbrue my Hands in his Blood, without an 
© exceeding great Violence upon my ſelf. Ah! Madam, 
© (anſwered Theano) drive away theſe Chimera's from 
© your Mind, and fear no Remorſe for a couragious and 
© a virtuous Action; you owe this Revenge to your Fa- 
© ther, and to your Brothers, nay, and you owe it even 
© to me alſo, who have ſacrificed my only Son unto your 
© Intereſts, and who yet bear in my Heart every Drop of 
© that Blood which he ſhed for you ; and moreover re- 
© member, that if you do it not, you muſt die to-mor- 
© row, and die as an infamous Woman, and as an Adul- 
© tereſs, at the Head of two Armies. Theano, belides 
theſe, uſed ſo many other Arguments to me, and did ſo 
aggravate the Cauſes I had to free my ſelf of that bar- 
barous Man, that in the end I conſented to all ſhe de- 
fired; and asking Strato what Order we ſhould 
take in the Buſineſs, he inſtructed us in the Manner, 
as you ſhall hear by the Continuation of this Diſ- 
courſe. 

As ſoon as Spitamenes was retired to take that Reſt in 
his Bed, which he was capable of in that Condition of 
his Affairs, Strato, who commanded all his Guards, went 
to thoſe that were wont to watch about his Perſon, and 
having an abſolute Credit and Authority with them, he 
told them that Spitamenes had commanded him to ſend 


them to another part of the Town, about a Buſineſs which 


he invented; and giving them charge to go thither pre- 
hat in 


their 


—— 
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their ſtead he would put ſome of thoſe Soldiers which 
had me in their Cuſtody; they obey'd him without Re- 
ply, and left Spitamenes's Quarter deſtitute of any body 


that could defend him: Within a while aſter he return d 


to them that guarded me, and reſerving to himſelf only 
four or five of whom he was aſſured, and to whom he 
had in part communicated his Deſign, he ſent the reſt to 
ſome other place by the ſame Deceit ; and ſo having freed 
himſelf of thoſe that might hurt us, he came into my 
Chamber to me, accompanied with them that were to af. 
fiſt us in that Deſign. I trembled from Head to Foot 


when I ſaw him enter, and felt ſo great a Repugnance a- 


gainſt that Enterprize, that but for the Inſtigations of the 
revengeful Theano, I ſhould never have reſolved upon it. 
Madam, (ſaid he) now it is that your Courage is need- 
© ful, and that you muſt diligently lay hold of an Occa- 
© fon, which can never be recovered if you let it eſ- 
© cape. Ah ! Strato, (cry'd I) my Courage fails me in 
© this Execution; pray let us ſeek ſome other way to get 
© out of Spitamenes's Hands. If you had longer time, 
* (reply'd Strato) perhaps ſomething might be thought on, 
© but you have only the remainder of this Night, all 
© the Gates are guarded, and the Walls fo thick ſet with 
© Soldiers, that we have no Pallage open. When Spita- 
© menes is killed, and his Death concealed, provided 1 
© be at the Head of my Guards, I'Il make you as free a 
© way as you can deſire ; and I have Credit enough a- 
© mong thoſe that watch at the Ports, to perſuade them 
© that I do nothing without Order from Spitamenes; but 
© loſe no Time, I beſeech you; if you let the Night flip 
© away, there is no more hope of Safety for you.“ Aﬀer 
theſe Words, and many others, Theano made me riſe from 


2 Chair where I was ſitting, and going out of my Cham- 


ber, by Torch-light, Strato led me pale and trembling to- 


ö ward Spitamenes's Lodging. O Gods ! how troubled 


were my Thoughts at that time, and with how great A- 
gitation of Mind was I diſtracted, between the deſire of 


. Revenge, and that of wy Safety ? I had ſtrong Inclinati- 
ons to Compaſſion, add I could not forbear to confider 
with Pity, the Misfortune of a Man betray d by his own 


People, 
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People, and even upon the Point of paying fo cruelly 
for the Injuries he had done me. I told Strato often, that 
fince he bore me ſo much good Will, he might execute 
his Deſign, without my being preſent at that bloody 
Spectacle; but he refuſed to go one ſtep without me, and 
having brought me thro' a Gallery to an outward Room, 
where a Groom of his Chamber lay alone, he knocked 
ſoftly at the Door. The Fellow being got up, and ha- 
ving asked his Name, opened the Door ; but Strato in- 
ſtantly muffling a Cloak about his Head, ſtabbed him 
twice or thrice with a Dagger, and made him fall dead 
at his Feet, without being able to cry or ſtir. From thence 
we went into the next Chamber, where Spitamenes lay 
faſt aſleep. I was ſo belide my ſelf that 1 was hardly a- 
ble to ſtand, calling in vain upon my Anger to ſtrengthen 
me ; the firſt thing Strato did was to ſeize upon Spitame- 
ness Sword; but by the Noiſe we made he awak'd, yet 
was ſo extreamly ſurprized, that he had not the Confi- 
dence to cry out, neither did they give him time; for 
covering his Head preſently, as they had done his Ser- 
vant's, they took away his Life with a great Number of 
Wounds. Thou diedſt, O Spitamenes, and thou diedſt a 
Death which indeed thou hadſt well deſerved ; but I 
confeſs I was exceeding cruel in having given my Conſent 
unto that Action, and that, as wicked as thou wert, [ 
ought rather to have ſubmitred my ſelf to the Puniſhment 
thou intendedit me, and to have forgot the Loſs of all 
my Friends, than to have diſhonoured my Sex by a Cru- 
elty of that Nature, I had withdrawn my ſelf into a 
Corner of the Chamber, and turned away mine Eyes from 
that horrible Sight; but ſo did not Theano ; and he was 
no ſooner dead, but ſhe took Strafo's Sword, and with 
the help of the Soldiers cut off his Head, which ſhe took 
by the Hair, in the ſame manner as ſhe had ſeen him 
bold her Son's not long before, and having look'd upon it 
a While, ſhe put it into his Night-bag, and would needs 
carry it away with her, for a Deſign which ſhe ſaid ſhe 
had to my advantage. After this bloody Execution, Stra- 
to drew the Curtains about the Bed, and going out of the 


Chamber, made faſt the Doors; and ſo we retired thro' 
1 the 
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the Gallery tomy Lodging. Theano was of Opinion that 
J had all theReaſon in the World to be contented ; but 
1 was not of her Mind, and felt ſuch a Remorſe for that 
Action, to which I had conſented, that it took away all 
the Satisfaction I might have had by my Revenge, and 
by the procuring of my own Safety : My Trouble and 
Confuſion was ſo great, that they could not get me to 
ſpeak one Word; I was deaf to all that Strato and the 
joy'd Theano ſaid to me; and the only Conſolation with 
which ſhe could touch me, was, that I ſhould 'make m 

ſelt conſiderable to Alexander by the ſervice I had done 
him, and that I could not any way addreſs my ſelf to him 
with more advantage, than by carrying him the end of 
the War, and the Keys of all Ba&riz, with the Head of 
his Enemy. I confeſs, my Lords, with Shame, that I 


was ſenlible of this Difcourſe, and that this Hope diſſipa- 


ted ſome part of my Frights and Troubles, Strato gave 


Order to two of thoſe who had aſſiſted him, that all 


their Fellow-Soldiers ſhould be in Arms before Day at 
the Gate of our Houſe ; and to another he gave charge to 
have a Chariot and good Horſcs in a readineſs. Neano 
and he ſpent the reſt of the Night in preparing for our 
Departure, and I in bethinking my ſelf what I ſhould ſay 
to Alexander. I was fearful ot that Action, as of the o- 
ther, at which I had been newly preſent ; nor was I lefs 
apprehenſive to appear before that great Man, than if I 
dad been once again to have undertaken ſomething againſt 
the Life of Spitamenes. I trembled for the ſuccels of that 
Enterprize, and I began to tear ſome part of what Spita- 
menes had foretold me. In the mean time day appear'd, 
and we no ſooner perceived it, but we went down ta 
the Gate, where the Chariot, and the Guards waited for 
us. | 
As ſoon as they ſaw me, they were all moved with 
Compaſſion, and Strato diſſembling before them, got up 
into the Chariot with Weano and me, and after him, thofe 
Men in whom he truſted. All the Soldiers, and all the 
Inhabitants, who ſaw me paſs thro' the Street followed 
by ſo ſtrong a Guard, and who had heard. ſpeak of Spita- 
menes's cruel Reſolution againſt me, beheld me with 
Piry ; and when we were come to the Gates - the 
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City, Strato telling the Captain 'of the Watch, that he 
had Order from Spitamenes to carry me out of the Town, 
they were opened to us without any Difficulty. We 

ed in the ſame manner thro' our Camp, and being come 
to the Trenches, Strato commanded the Guards to return 
into the City, and cauſed the Horſes to be laſhed on wich 
ſpeed ; we went towards Alexander's Tents without o- 
ther Convoy, ſave thoſe that were with us in the Cha- 
lot. 

At the firſt Corps de Garde we came to, I deſired we 
might be 2 to the King, to whom we were going 
to make Propoſitions of Peace. Thoſe that commanded, 


with me, that I was Spitamenes's Wife, that Rumour ran 
from one to another thro' the whole Camp, and was al- 
ready come to Alexander's Ear, before we came near to 
his Tents. Ah! my Lords, how great were the Diſtur- 
bances of my Mind at that time, and with what inward 
Trouble did I prepare my ſelf for that ſo much deſired, 
and at the ſame inſtant ſo much dreaded fight ! Pear and 
Joy divided my Thoughts equally between them, and 
when I fancied to my ſelf that I was going to ſee the on- 
ly Object of my Affections, I alſo call'd to mind that 1 
was going to appear before my Maſter, and before a Ma- 
ſter who abhorr'd fuch Actions, as mine ſeem'd to be. 1 
was no ſooner come to the Royal Tents, and alightedout 
of my Chariot, but Leonatys came forth to meet me, and 
asking me if I were not Spitamenes's Wife, gave me to 
underſtand, that they had already notice of my coming. 
After I had told him that I was ſhe, he took me by 
the Hand, and led me to the King's Chamber, between 
two long Rows of Soldiers. I had no ſooner caſt my 
Eyes upon him, but my Paſſions were violently waken'd, 
and my Love making me Bold, drove away part of my 
Fears and Weakneſſes. He was attended by a great num- 
ber of Princes, and perhaps, my Lords, by ſome of you ; 
which makes me believe I ſhall tell you no new thing, 
and that this Recital will be tedious to thoſe who are 
not unacquainted with this Adventure. 


Pto/omens 


took care to do ſo ; and having learn'd of them that were 


23 


Book IV. CASSANDRA 223 


Piolomeus anfwered to this part of her Diſcourſe ; I 7s 
true, Madan, 1 was then at Court, and preſent at ycur coming 
to the King; your Beauty raviſy'd all the Bebolders, and awe 
began to flock alout you with Admiration, when Alexander 
being wing to give you a more particular Audience, comman- 
ded us 19 retire; <ve heard not auhat you ſaid to him, and ſome 
of theſe that hearken to you, have never heard ſpeak of this 
Adventure. | 

I will tell you then, (continued Hermione) that I drew 
a good Omen from that courteous particular Audience it 
pleaſed the King to afford me; and ſeeing I had all the 
liberty to entertain him, that I could have wiſh'd, I for- 
ced my ſelf to recover a little Courage. Before I ſpoke 
to the King, I caſt my ſelt at his Feer ; bur he rais'd me 
up very civilly, and with gentle Words, pray'd me to 
tell the Cauſe of my coming to him. I ſaw well that he 
had utterly forgotten my Face, and that he did not fo 
much as know that I was Cradates's Daughter ; but his 
kind Reception having perfectly encourag'd me; Sir, (ſaid 
I) behold your Slave, who comes to lay her Life and For- 
rune at your Feet. This is not the firſt Day I am ſubject 
to your Empire, and I make it my Glory that Thave been 
yours ever ſince I was capable of Underſtanding ; Spita- 
menes's T) ranny has not been able to diſengage my Af- 


| feRions from that ſublime Pitch to which T had raiſed 
them; and tho'I was his by the Violence of my Friends, 


I was always Great Alexander's, both my a juſt Know- 
ledge, and by a moſt powerful Inclination ; and to fay 
Truth, that noble Prepoſſeſſion of my Heart, made the 
Vices of Spitamenes inſupportable to me; and that diffe- 
rence of our Manners, cauſed an Incompatibility between 
us, which left us no other Thoughts ſave thoſe of deſtroy- 
ing one another. Spitamenes is at laſt ſacrificed to your juſt 
Indignation, and your Captive was unwilling to come 
before you, without a conſiderable Preſent. With that 
of her Prayers and Homages, ſhe brings you Victory, ſhe 
preſents all Bactria to you, and with it the Head of faith- 
leſs Shitamenes. At theſe Words Theano'drew it out of 
the Bag, and preſented it to the King, all bloody and 


ghaſtly, He lent me a favourable Attention till that * 
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of my Diſcourſe; but he had no ſooner heard thoſe laſt 
Words, and ſeen the cruel Preſent I offered him, when of 
a ſudden he turned away his Eyes from me, and from Spi- 
tamenes's Head, and fly ing away to the other end of the 
Room, teſtified by all his Actions, that he could not en- 
dure the ſight of me without Horror. What (ſaid he) are 
you Spitamenes s Wite, and do you bring me Spitamenes's 


Head? He ſpoke the Words twice or thrice over, 
without ever looking toward me, and ſtruck me into a 


ſtrange Contulion by that cruel Revolution of my Fer. 
dune. 


I ſtrove nevertheleſs to reſettle my ſelf, and was pre- 


paring to tell him the Cauſes I had to hate Sp:tamenes, by 


which perhaps I might have juſtified my ſelt to him; but 
he would not give me the Leiſure, and turning at laſt to- 
ward me with a furious Look; Go, (ſaid he) get thee 
gone, thou wicked and deteſtable Woman, and pollute 
not Alexander's Ears with the relation of thy Parricides; 
I have till now defended my ſelf from any ſuch Shame as 


this thou wouldſt fix upon my Reputation, and I have 


conquered my Enemies by open War, without deſtroying 
them by the Treachery of their Wives ; carry thy horrible 
Affections ſomewhere elſe, and hope not to find Monſters 
amongſt us, that will approve of thy Diſloyalties : Tis 
only in Conſideration of thy Sex that I ſpare thy Life ; 
but lead it fo far from me, that the Glory of mine may 
never be troubled by thy deteſtable Remembrance. When 


he had ended theſe Words, which were to me like Thun- 
der, or ſomething yet more dreadful, he commanded me 
to be put out of his Tent, and carried out of the Camp, 


without ſuffering me to ſtay there any longer. Leonatus 
executed his Command, and making me get up again into 
my Chariot, cauſed me to be conducted out of the Mace- 
donian Trenches. 
Judge (my Lords) of the condition 1 was in, at this 
utmoſt of my Misfortunes, and ſupply my Weakneſs, 
which will not ſuffer me to expreſs it ; then it was that 
I faw my ſelf caſt headlong into the greateſt of all my 
Diſaſters, and that Ifell into my extremeſt Deſpair, Till 
then, tho" I had lived miſerable, I had yet lived * 
an 
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and tho* my Life had been perſecuted, I had at leaſt 
preſerv'd my Hands and my Conſcience clean; but then 
1 ſaw them defiled by the Murder of my Husband, and 
my Shame divulg'd amongft thoſe Perſons from whom I 
ought moſt carctully to have conceal'd it. T had diſho- 
noured my ſelf by a Crime, which, notwithſtanding the 


| Excuſes it might have, was ſtill exceeding Great, both 


before the Gods, and before Men ; and I ſaw my ſelf 
ignominiouſly driven away from him, in favour of 
whom I had committed it, and in whom I had ground- 
ed all my Hopes. I was, without any Retreat or Sup- 
port, in the hands of a few. Men, in whom, by reaſon of 
the freſh Proof they had given me of their Infidelity to- 
ward their Maſter, I was no way induced to have any 
Confidence. | | 
Theſe Conliderations were ſo bitter to me, that they 
were like preſently to have put a Period to my Life, and 
had not Strato and Theano hinder'd me, I had cut off the 
courſe of my Miſeries with my own hand. I cauſed my 
ſelf to be helped out of the Chariot, when we were got 
a little from the Camp, and caſting my ſelf upon the 
Ground, I ſaid Words, and did Actions, which could on- 
ly proceed from a Soul given over to Deſpair ; my Re- 
morſe began to accompany my Love, and they both join'd 
together to make a pitileſs War within me. Then I re- 
membred Spitamenes's Predictions, and the Knowledge he 
had given me of Alexander's Humour. All that was ter- 
rible in his Death, came then before my Eyes; and tho' I 
could not bewail him, yet could I not comfort my ſelf, 
becauſe I had been acceſſary to the taking away of his 


Life. 
Ah ! Spitamenes, (cried I) thou hadſt deſery'd Death 


by thy Crimes, but thou oughteſt to have received it from 
the Juſtice of the Gods, — 

| Wife ; and ſhe ought to have ſuffer'd that which thou 
intendedſt her, rather than let any thing be attempted a- 
gainſt the Life of her Husband ; but complain not of thy 
| Deſtiny, I ſhall not make Sport of it with that Lover, 


not from the Cruelty of thy 


concerning whom thou didſt ſo juſtly reproach me, and 


mine will be ſo miſerable, that even in Hell it ſelt thou 
wilt not enyy it; that Beauty wherem thou ſometimes 


foundeſt 
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foundeſt Charms, able to ſoften thy barbarous Humour, 
found nothing from thy proud Rival but Difdain and 
Scorn ; he whom thou betrayedſt, takes Care thou ſnouldſt 
be revenged ; and fo indeed thou art much more ſevere. 
ly for thy Death, than I am for the Death of Cad. 
es. | 

After this, Alexander's cruel Words came to my remem. 
brance, and I in them found ſo many Cauſes to ſeek for 
Death, that Theano and Strato never could divert me {rom 
that Reſolution ; my Paſhon nevertheleſs was fo full of 
Reſpect, that I ſpake not one Word, nor had ſo much as a 
Thought of Reſentment againſt him, and tho' I knew it 
with Grief, I believed it was with Juſtice that he thought 
none but Monſters would approve of my horrible Affecti- 
on. At the Importunity of thoſe that were with me, ! 
got up again into the Chariot, and they reſolved to go 
toward a Town, in which a near Kinſman of my Father's 
did ſtill command; I ſuffer'd my ſelf to be guided by 
their Will, having no other Thought, ſave that of de- 
ploring my miſerable Fortune. Our Horſes travai led at 
a good rate, but it pleaſed the Gods that in the Evening 
we were met, and taken by ſome of Catenes's Scouts. Ca- 
tenes was Spitamenes's neareſt Friend, and the Companion 
ot his Revolt; Hauſtenes and he had an Army within two 
Days march of Spiramenes, from whence they made Ex- 
curſions upon Alexander's Camp. Strato and Theano know- 
ing into what Hands we were fallen, began to tremble, 
and make large Offers for our Liberty, but twas impoſ- 
fible for them to obtain it; and having been carefully 
kept that Night, we were brought before Catenes the 
next Evening ; my tace was not unknown to him, and it 
I had then had any Remainder of deſire to live, I ſhould 
_ had Cauſe enough to fall into mortal Apprehen- 

ns. 

When I was preſented to him, he had newly heard of 
his Friend's Death, and ſcarce had he begun to lament it, 
when he ſaw his Murderers delivered into his Power. 
He was not a little joy'd at this, and reſolved to 
make us end our Lives in Torments. I was indifferent 
to all that could happen to me; but Strato would needs 

prevent 
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prevent the Puniſhments to which he was deſtined, and 
ſeeing his Hands at liberty, he ſeized upon the Sword of 
one of thoſe. that brought us, and ſtriking it up to the 
Hilt in his own Breaſt, tell preſently dead at Catenes's 
Feet. By this ſpeedy Vengeance for Spitamenes's Death, 
] ſaw that the Gods cannot approve of Treacheries, of 
what Nature ſoeyer they be, and that Infidelity even to 
the wickedeſt Men, is never pardonable ; but I alſo found 

new Occaſions in it to deteſt this Life, for which I had 

ſeen ſo much Blood unfortunately ſpilt. Catenes com- 
manded that Stratos Companions ſhould be flea'd alive, 

and he was ready to have pronounc'd ſome cruel Sentence 
againſt me ; when looking undauntedly upon him, Re- 


venge the Death of thy Friend, (ſaid I) Catenes, as I 


have reveng'd the Deaths of my Father, and of my Bro- 
thers. Catenes found ſomething in theſe Words that ex- 
prelſed a Courage, and in my Face ſaw ſomething of Beau- 
ty that check'd his Indignat ion; wherefore he was ſatis- 
fied with making me be ſtrictly guarded, and for my ſake 
Theano received the ſame Favour. Within ſome tcw days 
atter, he talked to me of Love, and told me he would 


| marry me, but he found me fo little pliant to that Propo- 
ſition, that he deſpaired of effecting it by gentle means; 
he cauſed me to be well enough attended by ſome Women 
he put about me, and in that manner of Life I continu- 


ed above three Months, without bcing able to with- 


| draw my Thoughts from Alexander, hardly for a Mo- 


ment. | 
That tyrannical Paſſion was ſo deeply rooted in my 


Heart, that it left no remembrance in it of my other Mi- 
| {cries ; and being become indifferent, or inſenſible of all 
other Things, I paſſed three or four Months in Catenes's 
Power, as a Perſon that knew not what Condition ſhe 
was in. Catenes in the mean while 25 to preſs me, and 


to threaten me with the Power he had over me; but one 


day when he mentioned the Violence he could uſe to me; 
Do, revenge thy Friend if thou wilt, (ſaid I) but learn 
by this Example not to deſire the Alliance of Hermione. 
| Theſe Words cooled him for a few Days, but I think at 
laſt he would have come to Extremities had he not been 


prevented 
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prevented by his Deſtiny. You know that Alexander ſent 
a flying Camp againſt Hauſtenes and him, under the Com. 
mand of Craterus and Lyſimachus, and that in the Bat. 
tel, Hauſteres was taken, and Catenes {lain by Lyſima. 
cÞus. 1 55 | 
At this Diſcourſe all the Company caſt their Eyes upon 


 Lyſimachus, whoſe Modeſty made him bluſh ; but they 


would not interrupt Hermione's Story, which ſhe continu'd 
on this manner. © | 

I tell you the laſt Accidents of my Life ſuccinctly, be. 
cauſe the recital of them affords little Matter of Diverſ. 
on, and the waſting of my Strength will not ſuffer me to 
enlarge my ſelf further in this Narration. You ſhall 
know therefore, that after Catenes's Death, my Conditi. 
on was altered, and that Craterus having had a Command 
from Alexander to bring all the Priſoners betore him, 
forrowful Hermione was one of that number. Alas! 
with what ſudden Tranſports did I receive that occaſion 
of ſeeing my pitileſs Maſter once again, and of juſtifying 
my ſelf before him touching ſome part of my Crime. Per- 
haps (faid I) the Gods may have mollified his Heart, and 
the knowledge of thoſe Provocations I received from Si 
tamenes may have abated ſome of his Cruelty toward me: 
Heaven does not always look upon us with Anger, and 
perhaps Hermione ſhall not be the only Perſon of the 


World, whoſe Fortune is ſubje& to no Revolutions. In 


this hope I was carried along with the Priſoners, and we 
were preſented to Alexander juſt at the time when he was 
going into the Indies. ] did not much obſerve his ufage 
of the reſt, but caſting my ſelf at his Feet, and looking 
upon him with Eyes drowned in Tears; Sir, (ſaid I) ei- 
ther hear me, or command me to be put to Death. The 
King having looked earneſtly upon me, thought he knew 
me ; yet — to be certified of the Truth, Is not this 
Spitamenes's Wife ? ſaid he to thoſe that were about him; 
who having confirmed his Belief; Give her her Liberty, 


(faid he) and take her away, for fear her Converſation 


teach the Macedomians Crimes which are yet unknown te 


This was all the Satisfaction I received by my laſt fight 


of Alexander, and I was fo dejected at that eternal conti-· 
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nuation of my Miſeries, that 1 utterly loſt all hope and 
courage. Ah ! cruel, (cricd I to Alexander, who had 
turned his Back, and was going away) ſtay but one Mi- 
nute, and at leaſt behold the Death thou giveſt me; tho? 
| was thine Enemy's Wife, I never was thine Enemy ; all 
my Friends have loſt their Lives for thy Service, and all 
the Offence that I have done thee, is, that I freed the 
World of thy moſt treacherous, moſt implacable Enemy. 
If thou wilt fly from me with ſo much Inhumanity, fly 
from my Heart which thou tyrannically haſt uſurped, and 
reſtore me the Liberty thou haſt robb'd me of, and not 
that which thou offcreſt me. My Crimes are not infe&i- 
ous as thou believeſt, and if the Maceconians learn an 

thing by my Example, it ſhall be to prefer Death before 
an unfortunate Lite, and it ſhall be to love thee a thou- 
ſand times more than their Lives, nay, to love nothing 
in the World more than Alexander, As I made an 
end of theſe Words, which were heard by no Body 


that regarded them, I fell in a Swoon in Theano's 


Arms, and they that were preſent at what I ſaid, belie- 


red without doubt that I was out of my Wits, hearin 


me ſpeak ſuch ſtrange Things, and with ſo little Diſcre- 
tion. 

We were near unto a City called Edeſſa, upon the Bank 
of the River Canges, whither Thearo, ſeeing me very ill, 


found means to have me carried, and got me lodg'd con- 
reniently ; there I was. taken with a violent Fever, and 
fell into a dangerous Sickneſs, while Alexander ſet for- 
ward toward the Ines. 
ted up ſome Jewels of ſome conſiderable Value, which I 
had put into her Hands when we came from Nzcea, and 
which by good Fortune, or for fear of their Commanders, 
catenes's Soldiers had not t. ken from us. 
at that time, and afterwards, procured Money enough to 
ſupply our Neceſlities, and during the whole Courſe of 


Theano in her Clothes had quil- 


With them ſhe 


my Sickneſs, ſhe looked to me with ſo careful and tender 
an Affection, and exprelled ſo great a deſire of my Reco- 
very, that her Conſideration alone kept me from aſſiſting 
my Diſeaſe, and made me take Thoſe Remedies that were 
piven me to regain my Health. I fay, her carneſt En- 

treatics, 


at ion 
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treaties, accompanied with her Tears, Which in regard 
of my Obligations to her I could not reſiſt, hindred me 
from contributing to my Death; and when I thought my 
Sickneſs would ſave me that labour, I found great Con. 
ſolations in that Belief. Now I ſhall die, (ſaid I) and 
by that welcome Remedy ſhall free my ſelf from Alexan. 
der's Tyranny ; that cruel] Man, who deſpiſes and tram. 
ples me under this Foot, ſhall no longer have any power 
over me, and Death will deliver me now from his Inhu. 
manities ; yet will I return into the World to viſit hin 
again, and my Ghoſt, driven by a juſt deſire of Revenge, 
ſhall follow him continually, to ſting him with Re. 
morſe, and vex him with Reproaches. Theſe were my 
Hopes while I lay ſick, bur at laſt I began to mend, aud 
was hot a little troubled at my Recovery. When I ws 
well again, I frequented a Socicty of Women in that 
City, who lived ſeparated from the World, and had de. 
aicated themſelves to the Service of the Goddeſs Cibel:, 
I found ſo much Sweetneſs in their Converſation, and ſo 
much Innocence 1n their Lite, that I thougnt among then 
I might find ſome Quietneſs of Mind, and ſome Truce if 
from the Perſecutions I received both from my Love, and 
from my Conſcience, which did every where torment ne 
with a cruel War. With this hope I put my ſelf amonet 
them, and Theano with me, taking their Habit, and em- 
| bracing their manner of Life ; and truly I was not utter 
ly deceiv'd in my Expectation, their pleaſing Compaſ 
diverted part of my Sorrows, and I received viſible Ft 
vours from the Goddeſs whom I ſery'd ; Iremained then 
a whole Year, not without Diſquiets, nor without Love, 
but yet with ſome extraordinary Firmneſs of Mind, whid| 
made me reſiſt my Afflictions more couragiouſly than in 
former times. ] enjoyed this little Tranquillity till th: 
News came to us, that Alexander, victorious over the 1» 
dies, was returned to Syſa, where from all parts of tf 
World he received Homages, not much ſhort of Adorf 
tion. This News, thro' the Anger of the Cods, which 
my Crime had ſtirred up againſt me with an irreconcil:{| 
ble Hatred, waken'd thoſe Paſſions with more Cruel 
than ever, which before were in a kind of Slumber ; 1 if 
that long Abſence had ſupported my Misfortunes moi 
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more, I called to Mind the Example of all thoſe, who 


by long Perſeverance had at laſt conquered their ill For- 


tune. I reſiſted thoſe troubleſome Solicitations for two 


or three Months, and uſed all imaginable Endeavours to. 
baniſh Alexander out of my Heart ; hut when I found 
they were to no Purpoſe, and that by a cruel Neceſſity, 
I -ſubmitred to my pitileſs Fate, I gave way to my. Mis- 
fortune, and took my Leave of thoſe ſweet Companions, 
| whoſe Tranquillity I began to diſturb with my Afflictions, 
and to whom I was not tied for the remainder of my Life: 
by any Vow, or other Engagement. Before I rook my 


Journey, I thought it beſt to diſguiſe my Sex, to avoid 


| thoſe Accidents it might be ſubje& to ; and cauſing The- 

ano to buy Man's Apparel, and Horſes for us both, we. 
| accoutred our ſelves, and began our Voyage. At firſt I 
had much ado to endure the Toilſomneſs of Travel, but 
I hardned my ſelf to it by little and little, and the De- 


tires of my Mind at laſt overcame the Tenderneſs of my. 
Body. It is neither neceſſary, nor eaſy for me to enter- 
tain you with the Particulars of our Journey ; it was very. 
long, and had nothing in it conſiderable ; but when we 


were on our way to Suſa, we heard that the King was 
| departed thence, and that having defeated the Coſſears, he 
| was gone to Babylon. | 


We altered our Road, with a Purpoſe to follow him 
thither, but within a tew Days after, we received the 


only News which remained for the concluſion of my Mis- 
| fortunes, and that was the Death of my adored Alexander. 
After the Relation I have made to you, *tis needleſs for 
| me to weary you with my Complaints; the Diſcourſe of 


them would be troubleſom, and therefore I will tell you, 
that I continued for many Days void of Reaſon or Under- 
ſtanding, and when I came to my ſelf again, all that 
Theano could obtain of me, was, that I would prolong. 


my Life till I came to Alexander's Tomb, upon which I 


vowed to ſacrifice the miſerable Remainders of it: I 
found ſome Sweetneſs in this Reſolution, and going tor- 
ward with that Deſign, after many Days Journeys, I at 
laſt arrived at Babylon. I ſtaid there for ſome time, but 
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patiently, but at this return, my Hopes returned alſo as 
ridiculous as before ; and to fortify my ſelf in them the 
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could not obtain the Satisfaction of ſeeing the Body of my 
dear Lord and Maſter, which is kept locked up in a cer- 
tain place of the Palace, to which all acceſs is forbidden, 
by a great number of Guards. Seeing that in the depth 
of all my Miſeries that Conſolation was refuſed me, and 
that Thearo was ſtill obſtinate in diſſuading me from dying 
by my own Hands, I reſolved to ſeek Death in the War, 
and Theano was ready to accompany me in that Deſign, not 
perſiſting any longer to make me languiſh out this miſe- 
rable Life. Two Days ago we were enrol'd in Perdiccas 


Troops, where to conceal our Sex, we ſtill kept retired 


from all Company as much as we could, and Theano, not- 
withſtanding her Age, loaded her weak Shoulders with 
Armour as well as 1. 

The other Night unfortunate Spitamenes appeared to 
me in a Dream, all bloody and hideous to behold, and 
looking upon me with a fearing Eye; I expect thee 
Hermione, (ſaid he) and thou ſhalt ſhortly come to decide 
the remainder of our Quarrels with me. I abhorr'd my 
Life ſo much that methought I was not at all terrified 
with his Threats, but ſtretching out my Hand to him 
without any fear, Yes, (faid I) Spitamenes, expect me, 
we will go together, and end our Differences before 4. 
Texander, After this Viſion I awak'd in a ſtart, and the 
next Day. which was yeſterday, we came out of the 
Town with thoſe that came to ſecond Caſſander; but poor 


| Theano' putting forward her Horſe amongſt the reſt, cl! 


down at the Feet of thoſe that came after her, who ad- 
vancing haſtily trampled her to Death in my Preſence. 

I éfhould have been very ſenſible of that Loſs but that 
I was ready to accompany her; therefore inſtead of ſtay- 


ing to weep by her, whoſe Affection did well deſerve 
my Tears, O Theano, (cried I) ſtay for me, I'll quickly 


keep thee company; and ſpurring on my Horſe before all 
the reſt of my Fellows, who hal newly received a Com- 
mand not to ſir farther from the Gates, I ran alone to you, 
Demetrius; from whom I receiv'd this favourable Wound, 
which has ſo much afflicted you, but has given the un- 
for: anate 7ermione the only Satisfaction ſhe now could 
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| Behold the Life of this unhappy Woman, on whom, 


my Demetrius, you blindly have beſtowed your Affection 5 | 
er- now you know her better, you will without doubt he | 
en, delivered from thoſe Diſquiets which you expreſs for her f 
pth Death; the Gads are my Witneſſes, that. that's the ffron- 
nd geſt of all thoſe Conſiderations which moved me to *this 

Ing Recital, and the laſt fruit J hope for from it, is, that by 

ar, this Knowledge I have given you of my Miſeries, which 

10t perhaps never had ſuch an uninterrupted Succeſſion in an) 

fe- other Life, you will bear the loſs of mine without 5. 

i; Trouble, and confeſs with me, that in the Condition to 

led which my Diſaſters had reduced me, Death is the only 

ot- Happineſs I could now deſir ee. 

ith i 


Thus did Hermione conclude her fad Relation, which 
begot both Aſtoniſhment and Compaſſion in all that heard 
her. They began to paſs their Opinions on it, and to 
juſtify her with a general Content for the Death of Spita- 
meres, by thoſe powerful Reaſons ſhe. had to deliver her 
ſelf from him; When amorous Demetrizs, who had heark- 
ned to her with ſtrange Impaticacies, interrapted* tHeir 
Converſation, and reply ing to Hermzone's laſt Words, You 
have told me nothing (ſaid he) that can diminiſh the Paſ- 
ſion J have for you; and you were infinitely deceived, if 
you believed you ſhould make your ſelf criminal in my 
Thoughts by your Narration. „That Monſter, with whom 
the Gods had ſo unfitly match'd you, that barbarous, that 
faithleſs Spifamenes, did not only deſerve the Death which 
he received, but a*thouſand worſe Deaths altogecher, and 
if you be faulty in any thing, "tis in that you ſo long de- 
ferred the Revenge you owed. your Father, and fo long 
perſiſted to love a Man who did fo ill requite your Aﬀec- 
tions; as much, greater as he was than other Men, he 
was too happy in the Thoughts you had for him; and if 
he had known you as well as 1 do, he would have forgot 

. the care of all his Conqueſts to give hlmſelf totally to | 
you, Ah I T would it pleaſed the Gods that ſome ſmall WM 
part of that Paſſion he unworthily received, had been | 

' reſerved for the unfortunate Demetrius, and that he might ³ 

die for Love alone without the Mixture of his Griefs, md | 
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224 CASSANDRAY, Part III. 
of his Remorſe, which makes his deſtiny moſt terrible to 


him. | 


The paſſionate Demetrius ſpake on this manner, when 
he ſaw Hermione's Face grew pale, and within a while 


aſter her Eyes cloſed up with a fainting Fit that ſeized 


upon her. Her afflicted Lover ſeeing her in that Condi- 
tion, and believing her to be either dead or dying, caſt 
himſelf upon her Bed, notwithſtanding the Preſence of 
his Father, and of the other Princes that were with him, 
and forcing the Obſtacles they uſed to ſtop his Tranſports, 
and the Reſpect, which in a leſs Extremity he would have 
had for the Perſon whom he loved, he imprinted her pale 
Lips with a thouſand ardent Kiſſes, able to have reſtored 
that heat which had forſaken them: And indeed ſo they 
did in part, for Hermione coming out of her Swoon, found 
her ſelf in his Arms, whereof ſhe was much ſhamed, 
and putting him back with a feeble Hand, 4þ ! Demetri- 
us, (ſaid ſhe) add not Shame to the other Paſſions <ubich ac- 


e me to my Grave, and content your ſelf that 1 know 


eftion by other Marks than theſe, which are very in- 
decent, and which ſo little become a dying Perſon. Demetrius 
ſeeing himſelf reprehended by theſe Words, retired into 
his place, but he was ſo full of trouble that it almoſt de- 
prived him of Underſtanding. Hermione's Strength de- 
cay'd viſibly, and the Chirurgions and Women that tended 
her, ſeeing it was almoſt Night, deſired the Company to 
withdraw. Demetrius obeyed them with great Unwil- 
lingneſs, and all Antigonus's Authority was neceſſary to 
ade him to it; he would not eat one bit, but going 
to Bed by hi s Command, paſſed that Night in 
much more violent diſquiets than the former. The next 
Moraing, his Body being come into that Chamber from 
whence his Mind had never ſtirr'd, he found Hermione ſo 
weak, that he no longer doubted but ſhe would die, and 
the Chirurgions had no longer Confidence to diſguiſe the 
Truth from him ; he ſaw but too well that his fair Star 


was going to be eclipſed, and to bring into his Soul a 


gloomy Night, and a Night of mortal Darkneſs. Alas, 
with what an exceſs of Grief did he receive this Aſſu- 
rance, and with what paſſionate Fits did he expreſs his 
Deſpair ! he walked up and down the Room in a frantick 

| | | manner, 
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manner, with wild and wandring Looks, pull'd off his 
Hair, tore his Clothes, and did nothing but furious Acti- 
ons. Antigonus vainly uſed Words, and even Tears to 
uiet him; he was as deaf to the one, as blind to the 
other, and Tiridates, who was then in the Chamber, co- 
ming toward him, and taking an unſeaſonable Liberty, 
Why, bow noæeu, Demetrius, (faid he) vill you die then for 
a Woman ? Nay, more, for a Woman of the Enemy's Party, 
and for a Woman unworthy of the Tears you fred? Deme- 
trius had not Patience enough to endure theſe Words, but 
running to lay hold of a Sword, was going to revenge 
Hermione with the Blood of indiſcreet Hridates, if he 
partly of his own accord, and partly by the Perſuaſions 
of thoſe that were preſent, had not gotten ſuddenly out 
of the Chamber. Doſt thou think, (cried Demetrius, ſee- 
ing him go out) af thou think, cruel Man, that I vill ſuf 
fer the Injury thou doſt me? And canſt thou not be ſatisfied 
evith Hermione's Death and mine, without abuſing us alſo 
by thy Words? Ab ! could it pleas d the Gods that by a thou- 
ſand ſuch Lives as thine, or as mine own, I could reſtore bey 
that which I have taken from her. As he ſpake theſe Words 
he drew near Hermiones Bed again, and leaning over it 
embraced her Knees with ſo much Tenderneſs, and yer 
with ſo much Violence, that he forced all that were in 
the Chamber to weep and lament by his Example. O 
Gods, (cried he) muſt Hermione die then? And <vill you not 
grant unto my Tears and Prayers a little of that Life which you 
cruelly cauſe to periſs by 7 Sevord ? Shall Death feed upon 
that, which to me ſeems the moſt lovely 9 ever ſent 
into the World ? And avill you grant no delay to the ardent Sup- 
plication of a deſpairing Lover? Can you not for my ſake reneeu 
the Deſtiny of Alceſte ? And ill you not be appeaſed if I ſa- 
crifice Demetrius for Hermione's Safety. While he ſpake 
on this manner, Hermione, tho weak and dying, ſuffered 
deeply with him in his Afflictions, and looking upon him 
with Eyes that began to dazle, and to loſe part of their 
Luſtre by the approach of Death; Demetrius, (ſaid he) 


| you force me to confeſs to you, that I die not ſo abſolute a ſlave 


t Alexander, but that I am very ſenſible of your Affection, 
and that 1 have certain Motions in theſe laſt Moments of my 
K 3 By Life, 
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Life, whereof my whole Life auas never capable; ſpare this 
dying Month a more ample Confeſſion, and if it be true that 
you love me, moderate your Sorrows by Reaſon, and by my 
Leſire, in this Neceſſity that paris us; tis the "” Proof of it 
Ican, or wit beg of you, for a recompence of ihe laſt Proteſta- 
. on make, that I give you all the ſeare in my Heart, <which 
1 row can pc{jibly give. s | | ; | 
This was all that Herm,oze was able to bring forth 
diſtinctly; and within a while after ſte grew fo excecd- 
ing weak, that ſhe could hardly ſpeak a few interrupted 
Words: She ſtruggled yet ſome Hours with Death, but 
about the ſhutting in of the Day, her Spirits departed, 
and ſhe remain'd pale and cold in the Arms of Demetrius, 


who in that Accident appeared little different from her, 


aud who loſing his Senſes and Underſtanding with his 
Strength, was carried away to another Bed, making the 
Phylicians doubt, whether thoſc Swoonings proceeded from 


à dare tainting, or from a real Death. 
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The Continuation of the Third Part of 


BOOK V. 


N the mean time: Araxes return'd from Ba- 
, tn the fourth Day after his Departure: 
r As ſoon as Croondates ſaw him come into 
his Chamber, he ran to him with open 
Arms; Hſimachus, who at that time was 
| = with him, did the ſame, and both with 
equal haſte enquired News of their Princeſſes. I am till : 
as ignorant of their Condition (ſaid-Araxes) as when I 


— ay 


went from hence, and yet I may truly ſwear, I have not 


ſpared any kind of enceavour to inform my ſelf. Every 


body at Babylon believes yet that they are dead, or if they 
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have heard any thing of their being alive, t was only by 
your denouncing of War, and by your Declaration. The 
Princes were all afflicted at this Diſcourſe, and looked 
upon one another with a Confuſion which was eaſy to be 
obſerved in their very Faces. O Lyſimachns, (cried the 
Prince of Scythia) we are not yet at the end of our Dif. 
aſter, and you are extreamly unhappy in having any in- 
rermixture with the Fortune of Oroondates ; this Commu. 
nication will be no ways advantageous to you, for I ſhall 
infallibly draw you into thoſe eternal Miſeries to which 
the Gods have condemned me. Fortune (replied Lyſima- 
cus) hath not been wont to uſe me more gently than your 
ſelf, and if your Sufferings are contagions, you will gain 
no more than I in this Union of our Interefts. Alas! 
(added Oroondates) perhaps our Princeſſes are dead indeed, 
and the Gods have only flattered us, to make us the more 
ſenſible of our Loſſes by the Hopes they have given us. 
The Loves of our Rivals (replied Lyſimachus) may ſecure 
us on that ſide ; they will periſh without all Queſtion 
themſelyes rather than conſent to their Deſtruction; 
yet I doubt not but they will do all they poſſibly can to 
conceal them a while longer from Roxana. They were in 
this Diſcourſe when Ptolomeus, Craterus, Oxyartes, Polyper- 
hon, Artabaſus, Eumenes, and Queen Thaleſtris, came into 
the Chamber; the News of Araxes's Return had brought 
them thither, and all of them together deſiring to learn 
the Succeſs of his Journey, he gave them an account of it 
in theſe Terms. 

After I was departed from hence, I got within a ſhort 
time to Babylon ; and telling thoſe that were upon the 
Guard at the Gates that I was come over to their Party, 
I found no difficulty to obtain entrance into the Town. 
I had called to mind as I was upon the way, that J had 
formerly had a particular Friendſhip with Damocles, one 
of the chief Citizens of Babylon, who at my Requeſt, had 
by my Maſter's Favour gotten an Office in Darius's Court, 
during the Abode we made in that Town. That good 
Turn which he had received from my Prince. and from 
my ſelf in part, had engaged him to us with a ſtrong Af- 

fe&ion, and we had received ſome Proofs of it, which 
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made be believe at that remembrance, that I might truſt 
him without fear of being betray d. As ſoon as I was 


in the Town, I went ſtraight to his Houſe, where I had 
been many times, and having happily found him without 
Company, I made my ſelf known to him; he gave me 
| an exceeding kind Welcome, ſeconded with ſome Tears, 
in which Joy and Grief were equal Sharers ; and at the 
> firſt Declaration I made of the Cauſe of my Journey, he 
| offered to do me all the Service I could hope for from an 
| affedionate Friend. I told him not in what place, nor 
in what condition I had left the Prince my Maſter, ma- 
| king as if I knew neither, and only confeſſed that I came 
| to Babylon with a deſign to learn News of Queen Statira, 
| that J might tell it my Prince, in caſe I were ſo happy as 


to find him. Damocles told me he had heard nothing of 


her ſince the Report of her Death, and that he had yet 
| ſeen no body that doubted of it. 


After this Diſcourſe, I 
prayed him that I might remain a few Days concealed in 


| his Houſe, thereby to inform my ſelf more certainly, and 


letting him know I was in danger of my Life if I were 


| diſcovered, I engaged him to as ſtrict a Silence as I could 
| deſire. Having ſtaid in his Houſe the reſt of the Day, as 
| ſoon as it was Night I went out into the Streets; and 
| walked a long time both about the Palace, and about 
| Perdiccas's Lodging; but all my labour was in vain, and 
| tho? I often ſtole near to thoſe whom I ſaw talking toge- 
| ther, and hearkned to what they ſaid with as attentive 
| an Ear as I could without giving them Suſpicion, I learn- 
ed nothing that could give me any Satisfaction. The next 
| Day I entreated Damocles, by the remembrance of our 
ancient Friendſhip, and the Obligation he had to my 
| Prince, to aſſiſt me in this Deſign, and to go to the Palace, 
into the Houſes of the Princes, and all other places where 
| he could inform himſelf of what I kad a mind to know. 
| Damocles endeavoured with a great deal of Care to effect 
my Defires, but with as little Succeſs as I ; and en 
been among all Companies, and in all the Lodgings 
2 great Perſons, returned from his Enquiry as 
e 


OTC. 
rought me home word, that the Death of the Prin- 
ceſſes was but too certainly confirmed, that fince the 


King's Deceaſe they had never appeared at Babylon, and 
ee e Ks that 
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that every Body laughed at your Error, when they ſaw 
your Declaration, whereof there were many-Copies in the 
City. Two Days and almoſt rwo whole Nights were 
ſpent in this Employment, and ſeeing my ſelf ſo unfortu- 
nate in one part of my Commiſſion, I ſtrove to acquit my 
ſelf in the other, and for that deſign I prayed Damsocles to 
tell me ſome News concer ning the War. He treely im 
parted all to me that was come to his Knowledge, 460 
when it was ſomewhat late he carried me to viſit the 
Magazines, and view the Fortifications; 1 found all thingy 
in as good a condition as your Enemies can delire, great 
abundance of Arms and Victuals, and the Town excecd- 
ingly well ſtored with Men to defend it; the new Forces 
they expected from their Allies came vp every Day, and 
encamped near the Town on the other ſide of the River; 
the number of them was already ſo great that they cov er- 
ed all the Field, and having ſearned yeſterday that the 
laft of them were arrived, and that Perdiccas being alrea- 
&y recovered, threatned every Day to give Battel, I went 
into the Camp with Damceles, where ] ſaw as infinite a 
number of Men, of Tents, of Chariots, and according 
to what one might jo dge by the Eye, their Forces arc not 
inferior to yours. But 1 was defirous to have à more par- 
ticular Knowledge cf them, and wrought ſo well with 
Damecles, that this Morning he brought me the Compu- 
tation of them. If my Mer ory ſerve me, theſe are the 
Names of their Commanders, and the Numbers of Men 
their Army is compoſed of; Seleucus is drawn thirher,and 
commands there fifteen thouſand Macedonians; the Com- 
panions of theſe that are here under Craterus and Pohperchon. 
Alcetas out of the leſter Media has gotten four thouſand 
Horſe, and five thouſand Foor ; and Acropates out of the 
| Safe Media, three thouſand Horſe, and four thouſand 
arch from Lycia and Pampbilia, eight thouſand 
Horſe, and fx tiouſand Foot ; and M ander out of Caria, 
eight thoufand Poot, and Kur thouſand Horſe ; Teonatus 
leads three thoufand Horſe, and ſeven thouſand Foot, 
drawn out of the leſſer Phryzia ; Neoptolemus a like num- 
ber of natural Pen; and penceſos ſix thouſand Babylo- 
nians , Sinus has brought a thouſand Horſe, and three 
Thouſand Foot, of Suſiana; Axiarchus two thouſand 
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Bock V. 
Horſe from the F oot of Mount Caucaſus ; Seythens and - 
Amirtas trom thoſe parts of Pact ia and Sagdia which they 


eight thouſand Foot; Stratanor four thouſand 


commanoed, 


laſgians ; , Necaror and Andiagoras four thouſand Horſe, and 
cight thouſand Foot, levied inParthia ; and Ant genes and 
Tentamus, ſix thouſand Argiraſpides, of thoſe famous Troops 


who gain'd. ſo much Reputation under Alexander. This 


is the number of their Forces, whereof the Commanders 
have with a common Conſent choſen Pe#diccas for their 
General 3 he out, of Civility would have yielded thar 
Honour to Seleucus, Ca ander, and ſome others; but they 
refuſed it, and Roxana having confirmed that choice, 


* 


Horſe, Draihes, and Argeans; Ariſous three thouſand Pe- 


* 
* 
* 


* 


made him accept of that Authority over his Compani- l 


Olls. 


This Election was made but this Morning, as I heard 


* 


by Damocles, of whom I at red c. 
Zrizces. He was able to tell me nothing, but that he was 
believed to be fill at, Seleutus's Lodging, where he lay 


terwards enquired concerning : 


to recover of his Wounds ; that the Town was fall of the 


Reputation of his Valour, aud that they had marvellous 
Hopes in him; that they expected little leſs from a vali- 
ant Stranger, who had been but'a few Days in Babylon, 
and who had done Wonders in the late Encounter. He 
told me afterward, that Caſſarder had very impatiently 


borne the Accuſation made againſt him in your Declara- 


tion; that he had endeavoured to juſtify Bimſelf to all 
the Princes, and that he hath loudly ſworn he would 


proſecute his Slanderers with Fire and Sword; that many 


of their Party believed him innocent, but that among ma 
ny others he was much ſuſpected; that that hindred him 
not from beginning to declare himſelf openly to be in love 
with Roxana, aud that notwithſtanding the Reſentments 


— 


in Lis Authority had ſo pufted kim vp, that he no longer 


| ſhe expreſled againſt that Boldneſe, the Confidence he had 


i avow'd his PaſMan.. "When I had learned this News of 


Lo maclgs,. ! Feard b him that Nebhtolens was to go ont 


the Town,with ſome of ,the* Cavalry; and being deſi- 
1,9 lay hold of that Occaſion to get away, 1 told 


rte 
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2.075 that T would make one in that Party and tak- I 


erte, Vion a while after I went to the Gates with 
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Neoptolemus's Troops, and came forth amongſt the reſt 
without any difficulty; then preſently ſeeing them take 
a different way from that which led to our Camp, I a- 


lighted, feigning to have ſomething to mend about my 


Saddle, and ſo having given them time to go a good way 


from me, I took my Opportunity to eſcape hither with 
reaſonable Facility. 


Araxes ſpake on this manner, and all the Princes who 
had hearkned to him attentively, began to diſcourſe upon 
the News he had brought them ; they found by the Com- 
putation of the Enemies Forces, that they conſiſted of 
near forty thouſand Horſe, and more than Gairſoore thou- 


ſand Foot; and tho' the number of theirs was little dif. 
ferent, their Enemies being ſtrengthned with ſuch a City 


as Babylon, with ſuch a River as Euphrates, and with a 
great many Commanders not inferior to theirs, they 
might with reaſon make them doubt of the Succeſs of 


that War; yet did they not fink at all from their preat- 
neſs of Courage, nor from the Confidence they had both in 


their Valour, and in the Juſtice of their Quarrel. They 
cauſed the chief Princes and Commanders to be cal- 


Jed to the Council of War, and all that were wont 


ro be of it, came thither preſently, except Antigo- 
mus. | 

He was too much taken up at home to fiir from 
thence, and the condition his Son Demetrius was in would 
not ſuffer him to forſake him. That young Prince, after 
he had uſed all imaginable Endeayours to follow his 
Hermione, and tired all thoſe that were about him, 
whoſe Strength had hardly been ſufficient to withhold 
his deſpairing Fury, was at laſt become a little leſs vio- 


lent, being moved with the Tears and Authority of his 


Father. x 
He had paſſed a whole Night by his Bed-fide, and part 


of the Day following, without being able to diſſuade him 
from his defire of dying, which he ſaw him obſtinately 
bent upon; and when he found his Entreaties were too 
weak to move him, he preſented him his naked Breaſt, 


and putting his Hand upon the Hilt of his Sword; Here, 


take this Sword, (faid he) O cruel and ungrateful Deme- 


and 


* 
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and then thou mayſt execute thy deſperate Reſolutions 
againſt thy ſelf. Theſe Words pronounced with an ex- 
traordinary Tone, and with. a Fatherly Authority, wrought 
ſomething upon Demetrius, and put him partly in mind 
of the Duty he owed him ; he abated ſomething of his 


| Deſpair, tho' he could not abate any thing of his Grief, 


fearing to ſhorten the Days of a Father, ro whom (be- 


. fides that of his Birth) he had many very particular Ob- 
ligations, and to whom he bore a moſt tender Affection, 


he became a little more pliable to his Perſuaſions, 
and changed his firſt Violences into Tears, Sighs and 
Complaints, able to ſoften the moſt rocky Hearts in the 
World. The moſt mournful, and moſt lamentable Effects 
that ever Grief produced, were eminently to be ſeen in 
that young Prince ; his Eyes quite drowned in Tears, caſt 
not one Look : His Mouth a perpetual thoroughfare of 
Sighs, ſpake not one Word ; and his Face with Sorrow 
made yet more beautiful, carried a Countenance which 
was like td make all Perſons dye with Pity, that were 
not utterly inſenſible of it. Antigonus for his ſake caus'd 
Hermione to be buried with a great deal of Pomp, bur 
when the Body was carried out of the Tent, Demetrius 
fell into as long, and as dangerous a Swoon as before, 
and tho' the Reſpe& he bore to his Father hindred him 
from laying violent Hands upon himſelt, his Grief, which 
acknowledged not the ſame Authoricy, brought him very 
near unto his Grave. The Princes, who knew the Exceſs 
of his Sorrow, came to viſit him when they roſe from 
Counſel, and ſpending the reſt of the Day by his Bed- 


fide, 50 5 both by Arguments and Examples to give 


him Conſolation ; at firſt their Endeavours met with lit- 
tle Succeſs, but being naturally of a moſt gentle Diſpo- 
ſition, Antigonus did not deſpair of re-ſettling him by 
length of time, together with the Power he had over 
him. 

The next Day all the Princes being met in Lyſmachus's 
Tent, who commanded that Day, word was brought 
them, that five or ſix Men being come out of the Town, 
were at the Entry of the Camp, and deſired a ſafe Con- 


duct to ſpeak to the Commanders from their Enemies. = 
e 1 a 
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the Security they could require was preſent ly ſent them, and 
within a while after they came together into the Tent, 

Clitophon,  Perdiceas's Squire, was inſtantly known b. 
many of the Company, who ſteppin forwarder than his 
Companions, and having obtain'd Audience from the Prin- 
ces, ſpake to them in theſe Words: My Lords, cte are 
come bither from Qieen Roxana, and Prince Perdiccas, on 
com the reſt lade conferr'd the ſupream Authority ; be hath 
ſtay d hitherto both for tle Recovery e his, Health, ard jor tle 
arrival of his Forces, but, new that the Gods have 5 Pin 
the one, and his Friends hade brought. up the other, he cl ro 
longer retard the Deſire you may have to end ihisBargthe lexgib 
eobereef <voru'd de tedious to both Pariies ; nnd therefore bath 
ſent us to offer you Bitte, All that were in the Tent ſent 
forth a Cry of Joy at the hearing of this Metſage, aud 
by a clapping of their Hands expreſled how welcome that 
News was to them; but becauſe Citehten ſhewed he had 
ſomething more to ſay, they kept blence to liften ta hin, 
and he went on in bis manner; I did not doubt, my 
Lords, but that you would receive this Propoſit ion like 
gallant Men, but there muſt be ſomething done to facili- 
tate the Execution of it. The Expirates ſeparates cur 
two Armies, and one of them mult nceds paſs it betcre 
they can fight; if you delire it ſhould be yours, Perdie- 
cas offers you all the Sccurity you ſhall demand for the 
Pallage 91 it, daring which you ſhall receive no Impedi— 
ment from our Forces, nor whiilt you ſhall draw yours 
into Battalia in the Field you M21 make choice of, un- 
til the Day appointed for ihe degiſion of our Quarre!s. 
If this condition pleaſe you, you ſha!l have Holtages 
ſent, and if you find any Diſhcultics in it, which arc not 
on our fide by reaſon of the Cenveniency of Bridges we 
have in the Ton, give us but liberty to come forth, 
and to cncamp between our Ports and your Entrench- 
ments, and I pramiſe you Battel within ten Days,; fo 
much time will be neccilery, fot the Preparations on both 
lides, and to Lay. for the perfect Recovery of ſome Per- 
ſons who deſire to have 5 ſhare in the Glory of their Com- 
panions. Clitophon having rropoſed this Offer, was car- 
1icd into another Chamber, while the Princes centred into 
Delibe- 
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Deliberation about the Anſwer they ſhould make. They 
all thought his Propoſit ion very free and reaſonable, and 
many believ'd this Motion had been inſpired into Perdiccas: 
by Seleucus, Arſaces, or the valiant Stranger; they judg'd 
nevertheleſs that it Would be better for them to ſuffer 
their Enemies to come forth of the City, than to paſs, o- 
ver to their ide, as well by reaſon of the difficulty they 


would find. in making Bridges of Boats, as of the Incon- 


veniency they would receive, by quitting a place where 


| they were provided of all things neceſlary, and where all 
| the neighbouring Towns were at their diſpoſing, to go 
into another where they had nothing, and which was 


wholly within the Enemies Quarters. When they had 


| refoly'd upon their Anſwer, Clitepbon was called in again, 
and Lyſemackas, at the Entreaty of the reſt, ſpake to him 
on this manner; All the Princes, with whom T have the 
| bonour to be allied, think Perdiccas's Propoſition very juſt, 
| and are glad of the deſire he has to end our Differences 
by a Batcel ; and to facilitate the Means, they conſent 
that he may come forth with his Army in all ſecurity, 


and put ic in order in the Plain on this fide the Towns 


| promiſing to forbear all Acts of Hoſtility during the time 


O 


| you have demanded ; In this Agrecment your Advantages 
are at leaſt as great as ours, for if we have a few Villa- 
ges on our ſide, you have Babylon behind you, and the 


Paſſage of the River free. Perdiccas has only forgotten 


one Condition in this Treaty, to make it the fuller of 
| Freedom, and that is, ſince he knows the principal End 
| of our taking up Arms is for the Liberty of the Princeſſes, 
he ought either to give it them, or put them into the 
Hands of indifferent Perſons, who ſhould deliver them to 
the Conquerors after the Battel, or at the Iſſue of the 
War. Ly marbus holding his Peace after theſe Words, 
| Clitephon told him, that Demand was beyond his Commiſ- 


ſion, and that Terdiccas could not deliver the Princeſſes, 
fince they neither were, not ever had been in his Power, 
and that he and his Friends believed that it they were " 
live, they were with Lyſiz:a:bxs and his Confederates, an 

that they made uſe of that Pretext to cover others which 
moved them to that War. In this (replied Hſimachus 


with Anger) Perdiccas ſhews that he cannot vary from his 
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Nature, and that he follows his own Inclinations, rather 
than thoſe of his generous Friends, Who have inſpired 
kim with the deſign of a Battel ; if he would conteſs the 
Truth to them, I aſſure my ſelf they would counſel him 
to do what I demand, but becauſe it would be very hard 
to make him wave his particular Intereſts for any Conſi- 
deration of Vertue, this difficulty ſhall not break our 
Treaty, and to have a Battel we would deſcend to Con- 
ditions much more unjuſt, out of the hope we have that 
the Conquerors ſhall give the Law to the Conquered, and 
that after the Event of the War, if it be to our Advan- 
tage, we ſhall make them give Account of the Princeſſes 
which they now refuſe. This was Lyſimachuss Anſwer, 
who for Hoſtages offered Alexander, the Son of Polyperchon, 
and Cophes and Idyoneus the Sons of Artabaſus. As ſoon 
as they had concluded the Treaty, one of Clitophon's Com- 
panion's ſtep'd forth, and the Company having caſt their 
Eyes upon him, he was known by Oroondates, Ptolomeus, 
and many others, to be Arfaces's Squire, who ſome few 
Days ſince had been brought before them, and had carri- 
ed ſome of Ptolomeus's Herb to his Maſter from Oroonda- 
tes. He looked about to find out the Prince of Scythia 
amongſt the reſt, and addreſſing himſelf to him with a 
reſolute Countenance ; Sir, (faith he) Arſaces hath re- 
© ceived your Medicine, and hath recovered his Health 
© by the Preſent you ſent him; he made uſe of it without {W"! 
© any Suſpicion, and with no other Fear ſave that of be- Ne 
© ing obliged to you whether he will or no; if your 
'© Differences were of another Nature he would become 
c your Friend, but ſince that Change is impoſſible, inſtead 
© of his Friendſhip he will give you his Eſteem, and that 
© he may not be ungrateful for the Fayour he has receiv'd 
© from you, he will ſhortly bring you Thanks upon the 
© Point of his Sword. This confident Servant of a gal- | 
lant Maſter having ſpoken on this manner, all the Com- Nor 
pany looked attentively on him, and Orvondates draw- I!. 
ing near him, with Eyes that ſparkled with Choler, Friend 
(ſaid he) thou mayſt tell Arſaces, that 1 expect neither 
Thanks nor Favour from him, and that my Intention in 
obliging him does ſufficiently acquit him from any Obli- 
gation : that yet I cannot diſdain the eſteem of ſo brave a 


22 Man, 


| tn kt .. 2 Pom D x 


ters. 
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Man, and that I think my ſelf better requited by it, than 
by that Friendſhip which I neither can, nor will receive 
from him ; that at our firſt meeting we will decide theſe 


| Differences, which even unto Death oppoſe our Reconci- 


liat ion, and that to defend my ſelf from that Sword where- 
with he threatens me, I wear another by my fide, which 
he has no Reaſon to deſpiſe. This was the Reply Oroon- 
dates made to Arſaces's Squire; and preſently after Clito- 


| phon having been diſpatch d, return'd to Babylon with thoſe 


that accompanied him. 
This News being ſpread thro' the whole Camp, all the 


Army began to provide in good earneſt for the Battel, 


the Commanders ſpared no Care to keep their Forces in a 
good Condition, and the Soldiers, of themſelves inured 
to War, did by the hope of a Battel, rouze up that war- 


like Humour, which during the Life of Alexander had con- 


tinually poſſeſſed them; ſome of them employed them- 
ſelves in Exerciſes neceſſary for the Fight, others in ma- 
king clean their Arms, and altogether prepared for that 
great Day that was to determine ſuch important Differ- 


ences. The Princes, with admirable Diligence, ſought 


| whatſoever might be to their Advantage; they viſited 


{their Magazines moſt carefully, and took care to deliver 


Arms to thoſe that wanted, or had ſuch as were unfit for 
Service. Laomedon and Menander had the charge of get- 
ting ready Chariots of War, arm'd with Sithes and Blades 
of Iron, like thoſe Darius was wont to uſe in his Armies; 
and Polyperchon, as a molt expert Commander, had that 


of inſtructing the Officers, and training the Soldiers for 


the Fight, by Exerciſes that had the form of real Encoun- 
Nor had the Sun ſhined thrice upon the Towers 
of Babylon, when out of the Gates there * to appear 
Battalions, which they continued to pour forth for two 
hole Days together; they encamped within thirty Fur- 
longs of their Enemies, and covered a great part of the 


Plain with Men, Arms, and Horſes ; the diſtance between 


he Camps was not ſo great, but that it was within reach 
of the Eye, and the mutual Confidence they had in the 
ruce, made divers Men of both Parties come within a 


light ſhot of one another. Oroondates had abſolutely re- 
coyered 
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covered his Strength, and felt himſelf in a better condi- 
tion than ever to diſpute his lawful Pretenſions both a- 
gainſt Arſaces and Perdiccas, and againſt all the World; 
he already waited impatiently for the Day, and prepared 
himſelf to let his new Companions ſee that he had want- 
ed nothing but Fortune to raiſe his Reputation above 
that of Alexander ; they were already inclined to that 
Belief, and by his Converſation diſcovered every Day 
new Greatnelles in him, which made them look on him 
as a God. 

Lyſimachus was little leſs eager in his Expedtat ion of 
the Day he had ſo much deſired; but his Joy for that was 
moderated by ſome new Diſquiet, which his Friends took 
notice of in his Face: He was troubled that Arſaces, 
whoſe Perſon he infinitely eſteemed, and with whom be 
had made a Friendſhip, was of their Enemy's Party, and 
after he had long ſtudied what courſe might be taken to 
deprive them of ſo confiderable an Aſſiſtance, he reſoly'd 
at laſt to ſee him, to talk with him, and to endeavour to 
draw him over to his ſide, and reconcile him with Orocn- 
date f. The Difhculties he forefaw in that Deſign, were 
not able to make him deſiſt, and while he was muſing 
npon ft, the fair Amazon Queen being come to him, he 
made her acquainted with his Intention. Thaleſtris, to 
whom the Vertue and Perſon of Arſaces were well known, 
and who had a marvellous Eſteem of both, ſince the time 
ſhe had fought under his Command in the Battel he gave WW * 
— Arimbas upon the Frontiers of Scythia, approved 

Tyfimactus's Reſolut ion, and laboured to confirm bin!“ 
in it by many Reaſons. © You will do our Party no ſwal 
© Service (ſaid ſhe) if you can weaken our Enemies by 
the Joſs of ſuch a Man as Arſaces, and you will have 50 

S ſmall Satisfaction if you can make him Oroond.rtes Ng 
© Friend : There muſt needs be ſomething in their Qua- but 
rel which J cannot comprehend, nor can I tell how lian 
faces, who was never in this Country, ſhould in a fcyſout 
Moments have robb'd him of Statira's Affections. I an 

© ſo confounded in this Encounter, (replied Lima 
© that I could never imagine any apparent Cauſe of it 
but I will endeavour to fift out the Buſineſs, and te 
wa „ morrohkxp 
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h a- e morrow will go near the Enemy's Camp, whither 1 
rld; will ſend in a Trumpet to Arſaces, and if I have the 


nared liberty to talk with him, I may perhaps draw ſome 
rant. Knowledge that will not be unprofitable. I'II bear you 
bove company (added Ibaleſtris) and ſhall be glad to ſee again 


that the Face of him who was my General, altho' mine be 
Day utterly unknown to him, and at this time I do not intend 
to wake him acquainted with it. Lyſmachus having ac- 
cepted of the Queen's Company, with much Civility and 
Reſpect prepared himſelf with her for that Interview, and 
reſently went his way to write a Letter to Ar/aces, which 
he did in theſe Terms + | : 


Lyſimachus to the Great Arſaces. 


E to whom you promiſed the Honour of your 
1 1 Friendſhip in the Temple of Apollo, and fince up- 
© on the Banks of Exphrates, did not believe you ſhould 
© come to be in the number of his Enemies, who cannot 
© but be yours what choice of Party ſoever you have 
made; if you be pleaſed with this Proteſtation, you 
© will not refuſe him your fight, ſince he deſires it only 
gave © to aſſure you, that his Intereſts are below the AﬀeRion 
rovell © he has vowed you, and that tho' you be a Friend to Sex 

1 hin © Jeuczs, you ought not to hate Hſimachus. | 


e robe next Day, which was the eighth of thoſe Ten C/z- 
tes Non had demanded, and after which there was to be 
Jar but one more before the Battel, Lyſimackzus and the va- 
y AW ant Thaleſtris being armed, mounted on Horſeback, with- 
ſeufſ out imparting their Intention to any body, and taking A 
Ia Trumpet with them, rode toward the Enemies Camp; 


cute made, a Rand within three or four hundred Paces of 
f it Mihe firſt Corps de Garde, and having inſtructed the Trum- 
d to pet in his Commiſſion, waited therefor his return. Ther 


had 


cronExpeation was not long, and their Meſſage having 
| | as 


B. 
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as good Succeſs as they could wiſn, within leſs than half 
an hour they ſaw the great Arſaces appear, and with him yo 
another Cavalier, who having heard by the Trumpet how [| the 
 Lyſimachus was accompanied, would not leave Arſaces, and 


| W: 
was very glad to take that Occaſion of ſeeing Lyſimachi us 
again, with whom he had already had a former Encoun- 
ter. As ſoon as the two Friends knew one another, they iſ vit 


advanced upon a Gallop, and they that had accompanied yo 
them kept back out of Diſcretion, and were willing ; 
to give them the Opportunity of entertaining each o- | 
ther a while before they mingled in their Converſati. I pr 
ON. 


- me 
Arſaces and Iyſemachus being come cloſe. together, 2. I 50 
lighted, and giving their Horſes to the Trumpet, after 
gated, and giving mn an 
they had put up the Beavers of their Helmets, gave one I en 
another many Embraces tull of a real Affection; they of. N tic 
ten began their Kindneſſes afreſh before they ſpake a word; ¶ ne 
but in the end Arſaces breaking ſilence firſt, with a ma- fi 


jeſtick and attrective Grace, and with a ſweet manly 
Voice; What (ſaid he) is he Lyſimachus then, to whom, 
without knowing him otherwiſe than by fight, I ſo in- 
© tirely gave my Aflections ? And is he, who made ſo much 
account of ſome ſmall Actions of Arſaces, the Man who 
by a thouſand others, a thouſand times more famous, hath 
ſpread his Reputation over all the Earth? Lyſimachus 
bluſhed at theſe Praiſes, and being willing to ſuffer 4a. 
ces to go on with them, I: — to none (replied he) 
but to the great Arſaces, to diſtribute Glory unto Men, 
and they that have the Happineſs to be beloved by him, 
may hope for that by his Affection and Eſteem, which 
they cannot procure by their own Actions. I once pre- ¶ pr 
tended, O Arſaces, to ſome part in that Affection which ¶ de 
T never merited but only by your Goodneſs, and the hopes I eis 
you had given me of it made me expect you would have fü 
lent that aſſiſtance to me, which now you give unto out Ne 
Enemies; I will neither cry down their Actions, nor the 
juſtice of their Quarrel, before him that declares him ſel I fu 
their Friend, and the Conſideration I have of you makes U 
me not mention that which I publiſh to all the World; WW. 
but J cannot diſſemble my Grief to ſee you turn — ms 
23 | Arm 
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I. arms againſt us which commonly are attended with Vic- 
ur tory, and tho' Seleucus, and many others who are with 
m you, be worthy of your Friendſhip, I cannot but envy 
w ll them the Happineſs of it, and redouble my Hatred to- 
nd WW ward them by reaſon of this Advantage they have over 
us WF us. | | | 
in- Arſaces embraced Lyſimachys at this Diſcourſe, and gi- 
ey Iſl ving vent to a tew Sighs ; I am infinitely indebted to 
ca WW you, (faid he) for the Value you ſet upon my Friendſhip, 
ng and this Teſtimony I receive of yours, is one of the chief- 
o- ef Conſolations I can have in my Mistortune ; therefore I 
ti. proteſt to you by thoſe Gods, who every Day overwhelm 
me in new Diſaſters, that I neither am nor ever will be 
2. your Enemy; I have moſt powerful Inclinations to you, 
ter W and particular Reaſons to love you, and if you ſee me now 
one engaged, by my Promiſe, and by ſome other Confidera- 
ot. tions, among them who are not your Friends, accuſe not 
rd, ne, Lyſimachus, but lay all the fault upon my cruel De- 
ma- tiny. Tis true, I owe my Lite to Seleucus and Caſſander, 
nly and have Obligations to Perdiccas himſelf, which are not 
om, WF inconfiderable ; but a more weighty Reaſon forces me to 
la- be an Enemy to your Party, and in what part of the 
uch World ſoever that cruel Tormentor of my Days ſhall hap- 
vio BN pen to be, thither will I turn my revenging Sword, even 
hath iN to the laſt drop of my Blood; I would kill him if I could 
C poſſibly even in my Father's Arms, if the Gods had ſtill leſt 
me one, and would make my ſelf a 9 thro' what is 
deareſt to me in the whole World, to deſtroy him who 
with a Cruelty full of Injuſtice robs me of that which I 
thought I had purchaſed by Services which are not to be 
valued, by the beſt part of my Blood, and even with the 
Price of mine own Honour. No, no, Lyſimachus, in the 
deplorable condition of my Life, I am no longer Maſter, 
either of my Deſigns, or of my Actions; and that ungrate- 
ful Woman, who has ſo unworthily forſaken me, has ta- 
ken away all my Hopes, and with them the power of diſ- 
poſing of my ſelf. I muſt be uncivil, I muſt be unthank- 
ful, becauſe I am miſerable, becauſe I am deſperate ; and 
the Gods give me every Day new Occaitons to ſhew that 
all the good I had in me is extinguiſhed, by the Inhu- 
manity of my Fate; nay, they will have me indebted for 
| | | my 


- 


ins to reply, and they were lik to have come to a mot 
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my Liſe, even to my moſt bitter, irreconcilable Enemy, 
becanſe they know I cannot be other than guilty of Ingra. 
tirade, and that the bloody Injury I have received from 
him, ſtifles in my Heart all the Acknowledoment I owe 
him for it; heretofore I ſhould have paſſed Seas to acquit 
my ſelf of a leſs Obligation, and now I would go down 
as far as Hell to ſactifice him to my juſt Reſentments, to 
whom I have fo great an Engagement. This Miſery of 
my Liſe, Lyſimachus, ought to move Pity in you, and 
obtain Pardon for a Choice, which my Love, which my 
Rage forced me to make againſt my former Inclinations, 
and againſt my Affection to you... © 
Arſatces uttered theſe paſſionate Words with an Aion 
which drew Tears from Lyſimachus's Eyes; but his Aſto- 
niſnment was redoubled by them, and conſidering that 
Arſaces could not juſtly uſe thoſe Reproaches to Orcendates, 
who better than all the Men in the World had deſerved 
the Poſſeſſion of Statira, in whoſe ſervice Arſaces could not 
have ent more than ſome ſhort Moments of, hrs Liſe; 
he was in a marvellous Confuſion, and being deſirous to 
draw more particular Light from Arſaces's Mouth; I an 
as ſenſibly touch'd with your Diſpleaſures (ſaid he) as 
with my own, but either I cannot comprehend their 
Cauſe, or elſe I can ſee but little Juſtice in them. This 
Rival, againſt whom you have ſo violent an Indignation, 
complains of you with more appearance of Reaſon than 
you can have, unleſs there be ſome Miſtake in your Af. 
fairs; and there ire fe Perſons but know, that he hath 
ſpent his whole Life in the ſerv ice of that Princeſs, whom 
ou have won from him in an hour; his Deſpair is much 
Latter grounded than yours, when he remembers the ad- 
inirable Actions be hath done for her, and that being juſt 
vpon the Point of receiving the Recompence which was 
due to him, he ſces her, b a prodigious Inconſtancy, in 
your Arme, and finds himſelf ungratcfully forſaken for you 


who have done her but little ſervice,and who are hard ly 
much as known to her. How! (cried the impatient . 
SY 3 So 214 \ 2 

faces) have I done my Princeſs but little ſeryice, and am 
J hardly fo much as known to her? Lyſimachus was go. 
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not interrupted their Converſation, the Cauſe whereof was 
this; The Amazon Queen, when ſhe had ſtood a While 
at a diſtance, liſtening to their Diſcourſe, at laſt; reſol- 
ved to go up to them, and Arſaces's Companion, by 
her Example, moved from the place where he made his 
ſtand ; when they were come a little nearer to one ano- 
ther than they had been before, Thaleſiris caſting her Eyes 
upon that Cavalier, ſaw upon his Shield the dreadful im- 

reſs of the Vultures, the Reputation whereof was al- 
ready as much known by the Valour of him that bore it, 
as his Name was unknown by his ſo late coming intothoſe 
Parts, and his having been ever ſince in the Enemy's 
Quarters. | 

The Queen preſently remembred her Combat with him, 
and with what Generoſity he had defended her from the 
foul play offered by Caſſander; being glad of this Encoun- 
ter, ſhe had a mind to make a more particular, Acquain- 
tance with him, with that Intent ſhe ſpurr'd on her Horſe, 
and putting forth her Hand as ſhe came up to him, Vali- 
ant Sir, (cried ſhe) ſince J have tried your force in Fight, 
deſire to be better known to you, and to make a Friend- 
ſhip, if it be poſſible, with ſo brave and ſo generous an 
Enemy. The Stranger, who for Civility yielded to no 
Man in the World, advanced toward the Queen at this 
Diſcourſe, and ſeeing that ſhe put her Hand toward. the 
Beaver of her Cask to diſcover her Face, he thruſt up his, 
and let her ſee his Face at the ſame time. The Aſpect of 
the dreadful Gorgon never wrought: more ſtrange Effects 
than this fight produced mutually in theſe two Perſons, 
and if the Stranger was ſurprized to ſee the Queen, the 
Queen was ſtrucken with the height of Amazement, when 
in the Stranger's Face ſhe beheld all the Lincaments of 
her faithleſs Oronte. ld: d 
They inſtantly were ſeized with fo ſtrange a Confuſi- 
on, that they ſeemed like two Marble Statues, being 
neither able to ſpeak nor ſtir; they continued” a, great 
while looking upon each other, with inward Motions 
very different from their ancient Tenderneſſes, and by the 
fiery Glances of their Eyes gave one another Knowledge 
of the violent Thoughts that ſtirr'd them up. They could 
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not abſolutely believe their ſight, and that Uncertainty 
kept them for ſome time irreſolute, ſilent, and unmova- 
ble. In the end, they no longer doubted of the Truth of 
this Encounter, and the Queen, leſs Miſtreſs of her fu- 
rious Reſentments than Orontes, took hold of the Handle 
of her Sword, and caſting a look up toward Heaven with 
a moſt terrible Action, O Gods ! (cried ſhe) at laſt you 
have brought me that diſloyal Man, who had ſo impiouſ. 
ly invoked you in the falſeneſs of his Oaths ; and draw- 
ing her Sword, after ſhe had often call'd Orontes Traitor, 
ſhe flew upon him with a Fury like thatiadb a Tygreſs 
when ſhe is robb'd of her Young. Orontes I laſt came to 
himſelf, and flying both the Looks and approach of Thale- 


ftris, O my Eyes (cried he) muſt you then behold this 


faithleſs Woman again ? Yet though he was no leſs mo- 
ved than ſhe, he was more moderate, and having ſtill a 
Reſpe& to the Sex, and even to the Perſon of her whom 
he had ſo dearly loved, he left his Sword ſtill in the Scab- 
bard, and only held forth his Shield, retiring from the 
Blows ſhe made. Leave me, (cried he) leave me, falſe 
ungrateful Woman, and diſcharge not thy Rage againſt 
a Man who is innocent of the Loſs thou haſt ſuſtain'd. 
The Queen replied not with any diſtin Words, but ruſh- 
ing upon him with confuſed Cries and redoubled Abuſes, 
made him quickly ſee ſhe either meant to give him his 
Death, or receive hers from him. Arſaces and Lyſimachus 
turning about at this Noiſe, were quite ſurprized at fo 
un-foreſeen an Adventure, and Ar/aces, obſerving the 
manner of that Combat, was ſomething aſhamed and trou- 


bled to ſee his valiant Companion, who had ſo brave a 


Reputation, retire, or rather fly before an Enemy; He 
leaped 'upon his Horſe, and advanced towards him, by 
Lyſimachus his Example, who ran preſently to the Queen, 
when Orontes ſeeking Sanctuary by him, Deliver me, O 


Arſaces | (cried he) deliver me from the fight of this per- 


fidious Woman, who is much more cruel to me than that 
Death ſhe ſtrives to give me. Ah ! Monſter of Infidelity 
(replied Ibaleſtris, quite beſide her ſelf) hope not that 
the Aſſiſtance of Arſaces, nor of all the Men in the World, 
ſnall fave me from my juſt Indignation. As ſhe ſpake 
Paſſage between 1 
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and Lyfimachus, with ſuch a Fury, that thoſe two valiant 
Men were too weak to withhold her. : 

Both of them, becauſe they had heard ſomething of their 
Adventures, began to ſuſpect the Truth, and being deſi- 
rous to try ſome Remedy againſt ſo ſudden and ſo violent 
a Miſchief, they uſed all their Strength and all their Per- 
ſuaſions, to ſtop and pacify the incenſed Thaleftris ; but 


though their Strengths were employed with ſome ſucceſs, 


all their Perſuaſions were utterly fruitleſs, and the Queen's 
Wrath grew ſo enflamed by their hindrance of her In- 
tentions, at ſhe had much ado to forbear diſcharging 
ſome part ci her Anger upon them. 

Theſe Things were done ſo near Perdiccas's Camp, that 
the Noiſe made them inſtantly taken notice of, and Ca, 
ſander, who was ſeldom from Orontes, believing there 
was ſome foul play offered to his Friend, and being ready 
arm'd for ſome other Deſign, got haſtily on Horſeback, 
followed by a good number of his Men, and ran full 
ſpeed toward Thaleſtris' and Lyſimachus, crying out, that 
they broke the Truce, and that they deſerved Death. O- 
rontes, who by the Means of Arſaces and Lyſimachus, was 
beginning to retire toward the Camp, ſtrove in vain to 


- ſtop him; and Caſſander, ſeeing the Queen, who with 


her Sword up endeavoured to get from them that held her, 


calling Orontes Traitor and Coward, advanced toward 


her, and without conſidering his Odds, laid on with his 
Sword upon her Cask with all his Force ; the Queen 
ſtaggered at the Blow, and Caſſander was going to ſecond 
it, when Arſaces, fearing leſt he might kill her in his 
Arms, would hold her no longer, and the impatient Tha- 
leflris, whoſe Anger needed not that new Provocation to 
ſwell it to the height, no ſooner felt her ſelf at liberty, 


but ſhe ran at Caſſander wich an Action which made him 


grow pale, and think already of retreating amongſt his 
Men; when the Queen, raiſing her ſelf upon her Stirrups, 
ſtruck ſuch a weighty Blow upon his Helmet, that ſhe 
ſent him headlong to the Ground. After this Action ſhe 
turned her Looks and Cries again toward Orontes with 
more Fierceneſs than before; but they that had accompa- 
nied Caſſander, were beginning to bend their Arms a- 


eainſt her, and againſt Lyſimachrs, who with his Sword in 
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his hand had placed himſelf by her ſide for her defence; 
when Arſaces did all he could poſſibly to keep them from 
it, and Orontes himſelf, who was already a good way off, 
faced about, and drew his Sword for the Preſervation of 
his Enemy. But at the ſame time Seleucus came thither, 
who had ſo great an Authority amongſt thoſe Soldiers, 
that at Arſaces s Entreaty he made them forbear, and while 
they took up Caſſander, who was hardly come to himſelf, 
he got Lyſimachus to carry back the Amazon Queen. All 
the Credit he had with her was neceſſary to perſuade her 
to that Retreat; yet ſhe yielded to it at laſt, when ſhe 
ſaw it impoſſible to ſatisfy her Revenge; and ſeeking out 
her falſe Orontes with her Eye, Thou prolongeſt thy De- 
ſtiny but in vain, (cried ſhe) and if thou cekeapelt me at 


the Battel, I'Il ſeek thee in the moſt hidden places of the 


World. Lyſimachus pulled her from thence at laſt, and 
was conſtrained to accompany her, without being able to 
finiſh his Diſcourſe with Ar/aces : This valiant Couple re- 
turned into the Camp, and during the little way they had 
thither, Lyſimachus could not draw one reaſonable Word 
from Thaleſtris. Since this ſudden alteration of her Hu- 
mour ſhe was hardly to be known, her Face was all on 
fire, and her Eyes ſeemed to caſt forth live Sparks ; all 
her Motions had a mixture of Rage and Fury, and all her 
ordinary Moderation had given place to moſt impetuous 
Tranſports. You have ſeen him, (ſaid ſhe at laſt to Hſi- 
machus) you have ſeen that Traitor, whoſe Quarrel you 
defended with ſo much Valour, and fo little Juſtice ; and 
if his Life were guiltleſs of Infidelity, perhips you would 
think him handſom enough to excuſe ſome part of the Paſ- 
fio1 a Maid may have had for him. She made a ſtop at 
theſe Words, to give Ly/imachus leiſure to deliver his 
Approbation of what ſhe ſaid ; and within a while aſter 
going on with another Tone, How true and juſt are the 
Gods, (ſaid ſhe) and how well do they begin to perform 
their Promiſe, in bringing me this diſloyal Man, whom 
I will ſacrifice to the God of Love, and to the God of 
Hoſpitality ? The Laws of both having been baſely and 
unworthily violated by him, they expect this Reparation 
from me ; and my Traitor, obſtinate in his T any onthe 
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brings me that Head himſelf, which I ought to have 
ſought to the furtheſt end of the whole World. With 
theſe and ſome other Words ſhe came into the Camp, 
where ſhe would not alight till ſhe came to Orcondates's 
Tent. Oroondates ſince his Recovery had left Polemon's 
Houſe to the Ladies, and Prince Oxyartes had preſented 
him with a Tent, the Rooms whereof were very ſpaci- 
ous and convenient. As ſoon as Thaleſtris was come into 
his Chamber, Oroondates (cried ſhe) that valiant Stranger 
that did ſo many admirable Actions upon the Bank of Eu- 
phrates againſt Lyſimachus and his Companions ;_ and in 
our laſt Fight againſt me and the reſt of our Party, who 
do you think it ſhould be, but my perfidious Orontes ? 
The juſtice of the Gods hath at laſt brought him to the 
foot of thoſe Altars, upon which he muſt be ſacrifi- 
ced. Oroondates at firſt was ſurprized with this diſcourſe, 
but preſently after, Lyſimachus having confirmed what 
the Queen had told him, he admired the fantaſtical Ef- 
ſects of Fortune, and thoſe ſtrange Events whereby ſhe 
ſeems to make her ſelf ſport with our Deſtinies. He is 
with Perdiccas, (continued TR) my particular Ene- 
my is among your Enemies, and that Monſter of Perfidi- 
ouineſs thinks himſelf not yet black enough with that 
he hath ſhewed toward me, unleſs to aggravate hiscrimes, 
he embrace an unjuſt Quarrel, and take up Arms againſt 
the Party of his Prince. It has not plcaſed the Heavens 
that I ſhould engage my ſelf in this War without other 
Intereſt than what I take in yours, but they will have 
Hatred and Reſentment execute part of that, which Ho- 
nour and Friendſhip made me undertake to ſerve. you. 
When Oroondates had replicd to this Diſcourſe, the Queen 
fell again to Threats, and pour'd forth the moſt violent 
and furious Words againſt Orontes that her Paſſion could 
put into her Mouth. Oroondates, knowing her impetuous 
Humor, went not about to juſtify Orontes to her ſo ſoon, 
but giving way to her Impatience, he only ſaid, that he 
hoped the ſucceſs of that Adventure would prove advan- 
tageous to her Repoſe. 
While he was thus engag'd with her, the Torrowtul 
Demetrius wept at the River fide over the Tomb of his 
| L 2 deceaſed 
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ſave the return of Hermione. 


ven, which contain d theſe Words: 


Paſſenger, tbou wilt be cruel, 
If thou examine this Life, 
To condemn it. 
Hermione was all Fair, 
Hermione was all 
Innocent. 


Part III. 


deceaſed Hermione; ſince the time he had been able to 
leave his Bed, that had been his uſual Employment, he 
ſpent almoſt whole Days there, and as ſoon as the Sun 
began to caſt his Light upon the Earth, that deſolate 
Prince, whom his Sorrows had made hardly to be known, 
went forth of his Tent with a dejected Countenance, and 
a feeble pace, and drawing near to thoſe dear Aſhes, paid 
them his Homage, and ſought no Conſolation but in that 
mournful Exerciſe ; his Tears made a Stream, which did 
almoſt mingle themſelves with the Waves of the River ; 
the Embraces he gave to cold ſenſleſs Stones would have 
put Life into any thing that had been leſs frozen, and leſs 
inſenſible than Marble, and his moving Complaints might 
without doubt have obtain'd any thing elſe from the Gods, 
The Tomb was raiſed with 
a magnificent Structure, and upon a Plate of Braſs the 
afflicted Demetrius had cauſed an Inſcription to be engra- 


And if Spitamenes dyed for his Crime, 


Hermione dyed for the Crime 
Of Demetrius. 


He was the Lover, 
He was the Murderer of Hermione. 
Bewatl her Deſtiny, O Paſſenger ; 
And ſeek not in this Tomb 
For thoſe precious Aſhes, 


l bich can have none but in the Heart 


Of Demetrius, 
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| Shield, *twas in a Poſture very different from the former ; 


Afterward they offered Sacrifices thro' the whole Camp, 


Intrails of the ſacrificed Beaſts were viſited with great 
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Theſe ſorrowful Entertainments ſettled this young 
Prince in ſuch a melancholick Humour, as made him lit- 
tle different from thoſe that have no Lite at all ; and the 
Society of his Friends, who formerly had found a charm- 
ing Sweetneſs in his, was no longer able to give him a- 
ny Contentment ; as all things were black in his Soul, fo 
would he have all his Clothes, his Furniture, and his 
Arms; and if he ſtill bore the God of Love upon his 


before he appeared triumphant, but now he lay groveling 
upon a Tomb, his Arrows broken, his Scarf torn from 
his Eyes, and his Quiver over-turned negligently at his. 
Feet, The deadly Marks of a Grief ſo tender and ſo vio- 
lent both together infecting the Soul of Axtigonus, made 
him almoſt incapable of executing the Functions of his 
Charge ; and the day, which was to be the next before 
the Battel, being come, ſcarce was he able to go with the 
other Commanders into Oxyartes's Tent, to take and to 
give Orders in ſo important a Neceſſity. There it was 
that the Princes met together to diſpoſe of all things a- 
gainſt that bloody Deciſion of their Fortunes, the Term 
whereof was already ſo near at hand ; when they had re- 
ceived an exa& Account from all the Officers touching the 
condition of their Forces, they began to deliberare in 
what Order they ſhould draw them up tor the Battel, 
and reſoly'd to put all things in ſuch a readineſs that day, 
that they might have nothing elſe to do but to fight the 
next ; they employ'd it all both carefully and profitably 
about thoſe Matters; the Field of Battel was viſited from 
fide to ſide, and many Commanders of both Parties meet- 
ing in that Action, ſaw, and talk'd to one another, with- 
out ſhewing any Mark of Animoſity in that Rencounter. 


and the Princes, behaving themſelves there with much 
Zeal and Affection to the Gods, made their Soldiers 
know, that the Victory was not to be expected fromtheir 
Arms, but rather from the Will of the Gods, whom they 
by Actions of Piety ought to win unto their Party. The 
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Care and Anxiety; the Smoak and the flight of Birds 
were curiouſly obſerv'd, but tho' the Soothſayers by thoſe 
Signs knew the great abundance of Blood that was to be 
ſhed, they were utterly ignorant of the Succeſs,and could 
not by any Token judge to which of the two Parties the 
Gods intended the Advantage of that bloody Day. The 
Night was ſpent by the Soldiers in different Eniployments, 
ſome of them took their Reſt to be the freſher tor the Toi] 
they were to undergo, others dreſſed their Horſes, others 
mended the Defects of their Arms, and all together pre- 
pared themſelves for that memorable Action which was to 
be the Deciſion of ſo many Quarrels. 

Scarce did the Day begin to appear, when from all 
Parts of the Camp the ſound of Trumpets rouz'd up the 
faſteſt Sleepers; the Morning was fair and clear, and the 
Noiſe of all thoſe warlike Inſtruments ſeeking out the 
neareſt Hollows both in the Woods, and on the Banks of 
the River, made the Eccho anſwer with redoubled Sounds, 
which even in that terrible Confuſion had a Mixture of 
ſomething very delightful. They that came firſt abroad 
ſaw upon Prolomeus s Tent a Standard diſplay'd, which 
they knew to be the fignal of the Battel ; and among fo 
many thouſand Men, there were tew in whom that ght 
did not produce Contentment. Prince Orcondates being 
one of the firſt awake, ſaluted that Day with a joyful Cry, 
and after having called for his Clothes, To Day (ſaid he) 
we are to fight for you Caſſandra, and you ſhall be deli- 
ver'd out of Perdiccas's Hands, either for Arſaces, or for 
Oroondates. But (purſued he within a while after) it will 
neither be for Arſaces, nor for Croondates ; for you have for- 
ſaken Oroondates in favour of Arſaces, and you ſhall ſee 
Arſaces fall by the hand of Oroondates. As he ſpake theſe. 
Words, he leap'd out of Bed, and ſcarce had he begun to 
put on his Clothes, but he call'd for his Arms; © Let's . 
© ſee (ſaid he) if in this long Idleneſs I have not forgot 
© which way to put on a Cuiraſs, and if with the Prac- 
© tice I have not alſo loſt the Theory of the firſt Profeſſi- 
© on to which my Life was deſtined. He was laying 
thus, when Queen Thaleftris (whoſe cruel Paſſions ha 


waken'd her with the firſt) came into his Chamber; — 
| frer 
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after her, Prince Ly/imachus, Eumenes, Ihyoneut, Tiridatess 
and many others. Orcondates praiſing their Diligence, and 
particularly the Queen's, © I ſhould Þluſh, Madam, (faid 
© he) to ſee my ſelf out-ſtripp'd and haſtned on by a Lady 
c to fight for my own Intereſts, if you were not the di- 
vine-Thaleſtris, who both in Peace and War hath all 
manner of Advantages over us. The Motives of my 
Diligence (reply'd the Queen) deſerve not to be envi- 
ed by any body, and my Revenge lies too near my 
Heart to hope that it will allow me a Moment of quiet 
Sleep. Then Lyſimachus putting in, I have ſeen your 
Enemy, (ſaid he to the Queen) and both the ſight of 
his Face, and that of his gallant Actions, hath begot 
in me an Affection and an Eſteem for him, which 
could make me wiſh, that either you were leſs re- 
vengetul, or that he were leſs diſpoſed to fatisfy 
ou. 
. My Satisfaction (anſwered Thaleftris) is in the Point 
© of my Sword, and in the Blood of that faithleſs Man. 
© ] would it pleaſed the Gods, Madam, (added Oroonda- 
© tes) that he might be found innocent, and that I were 
© able to contribute to your Repoſe, by the beſt part of 
© that little J have lefr.” The Queen, to whom this diſ- 
courſe was not very pleaſing, forbore not however to an- 
ſwer it with much Civility, and in the mean time Oroon- 
dates's Arms were brought; they were a Preſent Lyſima- 
chus had made him, and the Workmanſhip of the admired 
Hyperion ; formerly they had been Hepheſtion's, who having 
given them to Lyſimachus after their Reconciliation, he 
thought he could not put them into better hands than the 


Prince of Scythia's. 
His Shoulders were firſt incloſed with a Cuiraſs of Da- 
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maſcus Steel, ſo excellently temper'd, that it was almoſt 


Proof againſt the moſt dangerous Weapons, and adorn'd 
with a graving worthy the hands of its famous Artificer, 
emboſs'd with Gold by marvellous Induſtry, and ſpread- 
ing it ſelf in Leaves over all the Cuiraſs with a pleaſing ' 
and skilful Confuſion ; from the Body of the Cuiraſs, up- 
on Baſes of Cloth of Gold, hung Plates of the ſame Steel 
graven in the ſame manner, which reach'd almoſt to the 


Knee, ending with Taſſells of Gold- twiſt interwoven 
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with Pearl ; thoſe which (coming forth of the Lion's 
Mouth upon his Shoulder) fell over the Sleeve of his 


Caſlock, were wrought and beautified on the ſame Faſhi- 


on; and thoſe of his Buskin which covered from the 
middle of his Leg unto his Toe, were all ſuitable, and 
gliſter'd equally with the poliſhing of the Steel, and with 
the Gold which ſet it off; his brave Sword hung at a 
little Gold Chain, which ſeem'd to come out of the 
Mouths of two ſmall antick Heads of Gold before and 
behind his Cuiraſs ; and when he was fitted with all the 
reſt of his Armour, Toxaris covered his Head with a Cask, 
whereon the Workman had diſplay'd the utmoſt of his 
Skill; beſides that, the Graving was more delicate, and 
the Poliſhing more beautiful, the forepart of it was a- 
dorned with an Eagle, whoſe out-ſtretch'd Wings, and 
all his Plumage were richly gilt, and from the hinder 
part there roſe a little Pipe ot Gold, cut of which came 
a long Sprig encompaſſed with a Score of black and white 
Feathers ſet thick with Spangles. In this Habit, with 
a lofty Gate, and a Garb which breathed forth nothing 
but War, he went out of the Tent with his valiant Com- 
panions. At the Door ſtood ready a brave Cappadecian 
Horſe, which Eumenes had ſent him; except Bucephalus 
there had not been ſeen one better-ſhap'd, nor of a more 
advantageous Stature ; his Colour was black, ſpotted all 
over with white Spots in ſo great order, as made that to 
be ſuſpected for Art which procceded only from Nature; 
his Tail ſwept along the Ground, and his Main, which 
fell confuſedly over his Shoulders, came waving looſely 
down below his Knee. Oroondates being got lightly up- 
on his Back, and having tried him before his Compani- 
ons, with a Skill, Vigour, and Grace that was peculiar 
to him alone, armed his Right-hand with a ſtrong Jave- 
lin, and upon his Left Arm took a Shield little different 
from that of Telamon's Son, and which perhaps would 
have made any other Arm but his ſink under its weight; 
in the midſt of it was repreſented a Cupid, who trampling 
under foot a great many Trophies of Arms heaped up to- 
gether, was invironed with Storms and Flaſhes of Light- 
ning ; in his Right-hand he held one of thoſe Bolts which 
Jupiter alone is wont to dart at guilty Heads, and near 
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him were theſe Words written in the Scyth;an Tongue, 
Nothing againſt Love. In this Equipage Oroondates would 
have appeared little different from Mars himfelf, if amidſt 
that which was terrible in him he had not had far more 
ſweet and lovely Features, than thoſe we commonly ſee 


in the Pictures of that God of Battels: Nor is he much 
unlike him in the Fight; Woe be to them that ſhall op- 


poſe his Force this bloody Day, each Blow of his carries 
a certain Death along with it, and his Hand makes the 
moſt ſoveraign Herbs to loſe their Vertue. He marches 
in the midſt of theſe valiant Friends toward the place 
where the Troops were already drawing up, according 


to the Orders reſolved on the Day before; there he found 


ptolomeus, Craterus, Antigonus, and the reſt, all buſy in 
the Duties of their ſeveral Stations; But tho' that Day 
the Army by courſe ſhould have been commanded by Pro- 
lmeus, he diveſted himſelf of all his Authority amongſt 
tis Friends, and would needs have them fhare equally 
with him in the Honours of that Action. It began 
with Sacrifices, which were redoubled with a moſt ar- 
dent Devotion; and then having taken a light Repaſt, 
all the Officers retired to their Charges, and place 
themſelyes at the Head of thoſe Forces they were to com- 
mand. | 

The Army was divided into four Bodies, the weakeſt 
of which was of ten thouſand Horfe, and twenty thou- 
ſand Foot; the firſt was given to Prince Oroondates, com- 
poſed of Æcyptians under the Command of Cleomenes Lieu- 
tenant to Ptolomeus, of Syrians under their valiant Prince 
La:medon, of Lydians 2 6 the brave Alexander their So- 
vereign, and of Cyliczans under the Obedience of Philotas. 
At the Head of theſe, and by the ſide of Prince Oroondates, 
the valiant Amazon placed her felt, having on the ſame 
Arms in which ſhe had done the former Actions, and ſo 
viſibly er, forth Revenge, that ſhe almoſt caſt fire 
thro* the Bars of her Helmet; ſhe was deſirous to fight 
that day by the Prince of Scythia, and was accompanied 
in that deſign by Oxydates, Tyridates, Hyoneus, and Pharna- 
baſus. Prince Oxyartes commanded the ſecond Body, in 


which were the firſt BaFrians and Zogdians, under Cypher 
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the Son of Artabaſus, he himſelf having been conſtrained 
by all the Princes to forbear the Battel by reaſon of his 
Age, and only to aſſiſt thoſe with his Counſel, whoſe 
Youth made them the more fit for Action; next thoſe of 
Armenia under Phrataphernes, thoſe of Hercania under Phi- 
lippus, and thoſe of Meſopotamia under Archeſilaus. Thoſe 
that accompanied Oxyartes were Mythranes, Leoſtenes the 
Son of Ariobarxanes, Lyſander and Piſiſtratus the Sons of 
Phrataphernes and Archeſilaus. The third Body was led 
by brave Eumenes, who under him had the Cappadecians, 
and Paphlagonians, thoſe of Thracia, Pontus, and of the 
Boſpkorus, Lyſimachus's new Subjects, and thoſe Arabian 
and Africans that were under the Obedience of Ptolomeus, 
At the Head of thoſe Forces with Eumenes were Menelaus, 
Ptolomeus s Brother, Leocaris and Dioxippus the Sons of 
Mentor, and Traſillus the Brother of Menander. The laſt 
Battalion marched under the Great Polyperchon, conliſting 
of fifteen thouſand Macedonians, led by him and Craterus, 
of Phrygians the Subjects of Antigonus, and of Ilirians led 
by Ca#icrates the Son of Phileſas ; Polyperchon had with 
him his Son Alexander, Demochares and Clechbulus, and (the 
moſt valiant as well as the moſt beautiful of all) the diſ- 
conſolate Demetrius; for all his Looks were pale and wan, 
one might ſee in them an eagerneſs to fight, and tho' he 
marched with a ſorrowtul Countenance, it was not at all 
the leſs reſolute ; for his uſual Courage being improved 
by the deſire he then had to die, urg'd him on to the Per- 
formance of miraculous Atchievements ; his Arms, his 
Horſe, with all his Furniture, wereblack, and that weep- 
ing God of Love did ſo well accompany the ſadneſs of 
him that bore it, that it gained him the Compaſſion of all 
thoſe that beheld him. To every Battalion there were 
fifty Chariots arm'd with Sithes, and fill'd with Archers, 
which were to march in the Front; thoſe of Oroondates, 
commanded by Oydates, thoſe of Oxyartes by Mythranez, 
thoſe of Eumenes by Menelaus, and thoſe of Polyperchon by 
Cleobulus. This was the diſpoling of the Army, in which 
Lyſimachus, Ptolomeus, Craterus, and Antigonus, would 
needs be exempted from any particular Command, that 
they miglit be at liberty to go any whither, according as 
Occaſion ſhould require, Before the Army began to 

move, 
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move, ſome Spies came in from the Enemy's Camp, 
who informed the Princes touching the Order of it ; 
and from them they received an Account as follow- 
eth. HE | | 
Perdiccas, whether it were upon Intelligence of the 
manner of the Princes drawing up, or for ſome other Rea- 
ſon, had like them divided his Army into four Bodies of 
between four and five and thirty thouſand Men at the 
leaſt, to each of which he had appointed two Comman- 
ders of equal Authority. Perdiccas and his Brother Alcetas 
led the firſt, compoſed of the Inhabitants of both the Me- 
dia s, ſubje& to Alcetas and Acropates; of the Suſians un- 
der Sinus, and of the Babylonians under Peuceſtas. The 
ſecond was commanded by the valiant Seleucus and the 
great Arſaces,in which were the fifteen thouſand Macedoni- 


ans that followed Seleucus's Colours, thoſe Bactriaus and 


Zogdians that obeyed Scytheus and Amintas, and the Par- 
thians under Andiagoras and Nicanor. The third march'd 
aſter Caſſander ahd the valiant Crontes, conſiſting of fix 
thouſand Argiraſpides under their Leaders, Antigenes and. 
Teutamus ; of Carians the Subjects of Caſſander, and of 
Lycians and Pamphilians under their Prince Nearchus. The 
laſt was under the Conduct of Leonatus and Neoptolemus, 
and in it were the Inhabitants of Perſia, and thoſe of the 
leſſer Phrygia their Subjects, they of mount Caucaſus under 
Axiarchus, the Pelaſaians under Aribous, and under Strata- 
nor the Draches and Argeans. | 

They had three hundred Chariots of War commanded 
by Python and Aminto, and rank'd in an order little diffe- 
rent from that, in which the Princes had placed theirs. 
Theſe two potent Armies being thus diſpoſed, came at 
the ſame time from the places where they were encamped, 
and advanced equally into that ſpacious Plain, which lay 
between both Camps. They were no ſooner within fight, 
but they ſaluted one another with horrible Cries, and. 
Actions which viſibly teſtified the Ardor that carried them 
on to the Battel ; as they drew nearer together, the fierce- 
neſs of their Hearts redoubled, their Anger grew more 
inflamed by ſecing their Enemies, and their Othcers were 
hardly able to keep them from ruſhing on diſorderly to 


the Fight ; when they were come within a certain di- 
Kance, 
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ſtance, they were commanded to make a ſtand to receive 
the laſt Orders, and then the Generals riding by the head 


of every Battalion, ſhew'd themſelves to the Soldiers, and 


with vigorous Exhortations infuſed Courage even into the 
fainteſt of them all. 

Oroondates appearing with that Majeſty and Grace which 
was inſeparable from his meaneſt Actions, uſed all the 
Eloquence the Gods had endowed him with, to inſpire 
Valour into his Men, and paſſing from one Diviſion to 
another with admirable Swiftneſs, not much unlike a flaſh 
of Lightning, kindled all Hearts by his Words and Pre- 
ſence. He had never been ſo great, nor ſo handſom in 
the Eyes of his faithful Araxes, as at that time ; and the 
Amazon Queen, who eaſed him as much as poſſibly ſhe 
could in the Days of his Command, could not behold 
him in that condition without Admiration. Lyſimachus 
and his valiant Companions were no leſs full of Buſineſs, 
and when they had ſet all things in the readineſs they 
ought to be, and they neither could, nor would longer 
reſtrain the Eagerneſs of the Soldiers, they choſe the pla- 
ces where they meant to fight themſelves ; and remem- 
bring in what Order the Enemies were drawn up, they 
went and put themſelves ſeverally at the Head of the 
four Battalions. Lyſimachus took his place near Oroon- 
dates, who received him with Demonſtrations of Joy 
worthy of their Friendſhip ; Antigonus near Oxyartes, Pto- 
lomeus near Eumenes, and Craterus near Polyperchon. As 
ſoon as they had thus diſpoſed themſelves, they comman- 
ded the Trumpets to give the laſt Signal. That dreadful], 
yet pleaſing Noiſe of ſo many warlike Inſtruments, re- 
ſounded along the Banks of Eupbrates for many Furlongs ; 
and preſently after, the Space which ſeparated the two 
Armies, began to decreaſe, and ſuch an infinite number 
of Arrows were let fly from either ſide, that they could 
hardly find free Paſſage to the Marks they were aimed ; 
hundreds of Men lay groveling in the Duſt, and hundreds 
of Horſes fell under their Maſters at that firſt manner of 
Goht ; but within a while it altered form, taking 
another much more hideous and bloody ; the Squadrons 
and Diviſions cloſed, and fought hand to hand, bur their 
valiant Leaders deſiring to have the Honour to begin the 
: Charge, 
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Charge, advanced mutually before their Troops, and 
ran at one another with an Animoſity, which pro- 
— from a higher Intereſt than that of their Com- 

Oroondates and Lyſimachus knowing Perdiccas and Alce- 


tas, by the Intelligence they had received concerning the 


Order of their Battel, and by many other Marks, thun- 
dred upon them with an Imperuouſneſs which admits of 


no Compariſon, and the valiant Amazon made a furious 


Charge againſt Peuceſtas; Pay me (cried Oroondates to 
Perdiccas) pay me that Life which I have ſaved thee twice. 
Let us fight (ſaid Lyſimachus to Alcetas) let us fight for 
pariſatis. Theſe Words received no Anſwer, nor were 
they heard perhaps amidſt the Cries and Noiſe of that En- 
counter, but they were cloſe followed by Deeds, and 
theſe (ix valiant Perſons ſtruck one another with their 
Javelins, and ſhocked each other with their Shields, with 
equal Courage, but Forces ſomewhat different. 
Oroondates reel'd in his Saddle at the Blow Perdiccas 
gave him, but Perdiccas and his Horſe came tumbling both 
together to the Ground. Lyſemachus loſt his Stirrups at 
the ſtroke of Alcetas, but he took him out of his Saddle, 
and threw him headlong into the Duſt ; and the valiant 
Thaleftris made Peuceſtas fly over the Crupper of his Horſe, 
among the Feet of thoſe that were about him. All the 
Advantage of this firſl Encounter being on our Princes 
fide, their Paity ſolemniz'd it with a joyful Cry, and 
from that glorious beginning, drew happy Preſages of the 
Victory. Theſe diſmounted Princes were preſently envi- 
roned by many of their Men, who oppoling the Fury of 


their Enemies, ſet them again on Horſeback, and their 
gallant Conquerors not being able to force that Reſiſtance, 


turned their Blows another way, and by their Example 
made their Squadrons fall in Pall-mall among the Ene- 
mies. Then it was that the Earth became covered with 
Dying Bodies, and that the Face of all Things grew dif- 
mal and terrible. The armed Chariots made great ſlaugh- 
ters on both ſides, the Egyptians and Medes, the Syrians 
and Babylonians falling together with an equal Confuſion. 
The firſt Squadrons having begun the Bartel, the —_ 
made 
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has not only made the Earth loſe its Colour in the thickeſt 
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made their Charge with the ſame Fury; Arſaces ran at 
Antigonus, and Seleucus at Prince Oxyartes, but Oxyartes 
had the worſt againſt Seleucus, and Antigonus was over. 
throw upon the Earth, by the redoubted hand of A, fa. 
ces; by the ſame Hand preſently after fell Liſtander, and 
Piſi ſtratus, the Sons of Archeſilaus and Phrataphernes, Piſi- 

atus was run thro' the Body, and Liſtander cloven from 
the Shoulder to the Breaſt; their deſolate Fathers were 
preſent at that ſight, and ruſning both at the ſame time 
upon him that had ſlain their Children, aſſaulted him with 
Cries full of Rage and Reſentment, but Fortune was ad- 
verſe to them, and their Genius was inferior to that of 
Arſaces; for Archeſilaus had his Hand cut off with a back 
Blow, and Phrataphernes was ſo forcibly encountred, that 
he came over with his Horſe, and lay without Senſe or 
Motion. While Ar/aces ſtrives by ſuch Actions as theſe 
to repair the Diſadvantage the firſt Body had received by 
the Valour of Orcondates and Lyſimachus, the third and 
laſt Battalions march on unto the Fight, and charged 
with a fierceneſs no way inferior to their Companions ; 
The Encounter of Ptolomexs, and Eumenes, with Caſſander, 
and the valiant Orontes, paſſed without any great Advan- 
tage on either Party, for tho' Ptolomens Joll one of his 
St irrups by the ſhock of Orontes, Caſſander loſt both his 
by that of brave Eumenes. Craterus and Polyperchon tought 
with more Equality againſt Neoptolemus and Leonatus, but 
all thoſe that oppoſed the young Demetrius, who had taken 
his place in this laſt Body, felt both the weight of his 
Arm, and the Effects of his Grief. In this general mix- 
ture of Squadrons and Battalions, Diſorder and Confuſion 
quickly were accompanied with Wounds and Horror, gi- 
ving diſmal Shapes to all theſe Objects, which a tcw 
Hours before appeared molt pleaſing and delightful ; the 
Slaughter was ſo univerſal, that in all the Battels which 
had ever been fought under Darius, or Alexander, Death 
never had reigned with ſo abſolute an Empire, as that 
bloody Day : If the Parthian fall by a Syrian Javelin, the 
Syrian is lain by the Sword of a Lucian, and the dying 
Hircanian drags the Pamphilian along with him ; Blood 


ot 


and with a loud Voice defied him to the Encounter, when 
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ol the Fight, but flows in purple ſtreams, for many Fur- 


longs round about; the Chariots had in the beginning 
done great Execution, but at laſt the Commanders on both 
ſides, thought beſt to give place to their Impetuouſneſs, 


and killing the Horſes as they paſſed, made them equally + 


uſeleſs to one another. After that all the ſeveral Diviſi- 
ons were engaged, the Generals being no longer tyed to 
keep with their particular Battalions, where they hardly 
were any longer obey'd, went freely into all places, ac- 
cording to the Ardor that tranſported them. Oroondates 


and rap ave ſought every where for Ar/aces and Orontes, 


and the furious Prince of Scythia running from one Squa- 


dron to another, made the Name of Arſaces reſound where- 
ſoever he went; his Enemy was no leſs impatient, nor 
leſs induſtrious to find out him, but the Obſtacles that 
were in their way, retarded the execution of their De- 
ſires, and to break thro' them, they did Actions that 
ſtruck Terror into all thoſe that looked upon them, and 
that are as far beyond Belief as above Expreſſion. Oroon- 
dates, which way ſoever he turned himſelf, left bloody 
Marks of his Paſſage, when Caſſander's two Brothers, Jolas 
and Philippus, preſented themſelves before him, and would 
have oppoſed his Fury, as a Damm at the fall of an im- 
petuous Torrent ; they charged him both at the ſame 
time with two Blows, which ſcarce made any print up- 


on his Arms, but the fierce Prince of Scythia requited 


them with two others, which oo given by a mote 
1 Hand than theirs, produced very different Ef- 
ects. 

lolas was laid along, having his Shoulder run thro' with 
a Thruſt, and with a back Blow Philippus's Cask and his 
Head within it, were made to rowl together upon the 
Graſs ; they that ſaw the fall of theſe two young Princes, 
and knew their Quality, ran with loud Cries to take re- 
venge ; but Oroondates broke thro' them with the ſame 
Fury, and before their Eyes, flew Theagenes the Son of 
Python, Ariſto les the Brother of Peuceſtas, and made An- 
tigenes and Teutamus, Commanders of the Argiraſpidec, to 
tumble breathleſs among the Horſes Feet. By theſe pro- 
digious Feats he at laſt opened himſelf a Paſſage to Ar/aces, 


he 
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he on the other ſide had newly diſpatch'd Traſius and the 
unfortunate Tyridates. 


Theſe two great Warriors knew one another by their 
Cries, and by the Actions they ſaw each other do, yet be- 
fore they could get together, Oroondates cleft Erginis's 
Son's Head into two pieces, and meeting the valiant Ne- 
optolemus in his way, joſtled him with ſo great Violence, 
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that he ſent him aſtoniſhed among the Legs of Arſaces's 4 
Horſe. Arſaces could not know his Enemy better than 8 
by ſuch Marks as thoſe, nor did he any longer doubt but 0 
it was he; and teſtifying that Aſſurance by a fierce cry, x 
he ran to him, holding up his Sword with ſuch an action 
as might have terrified any body but Orcondates ; both of \ 
them would have ſpoken, but the Extremity of their An- h 
ger made them both unable to expreſs themſelves, and the 8 
confuſed Noiſe of ſo many Voices would not ſuffer them 
to underſtand one another. Prolomeus, Craterus, and De- 
metrius, on the one ſide; and on the other, Seleucus, Near- 8 
chus, and Leonatus, with many other Commanders of each 1 
Party, were preſent at their meeting, and all as with a 1 
mutual Conſent ſuſpended their Enmity for a few Mo- 0 
ments, to become Spectators of that furious Encounter, nor p 
did it any way fail their ExpeQation,tho' the Buſineſs was 1 
of no long Continuance. | L 
The two enraged Warriors, whoſe Thoughts were not * 
upon the defenſive, caſt their Shields behind their Backs, _ 
and putting both Hands to their Swords, lifted them on | 
high into the Air, and brought them down with the ut- 5 
moſt of their Strength upon each others Helmet. At 5 
thoſe mighty Blows, the two Swords flew into a thouſand b 
Pieces, their Creſts were beaten off, their Casks deeply 
dinted, and how great ſoever was the Fortitude of thoſe wn 
two gallant Men, it was not Proof yo ſo infinite a D 
Violence. Arſaces bleeding both at Noſe and Mouth, fell o 


in a Swoon at Seleucus's Feet, and Ptolomens running to ha 
Oroondates, ſaw him open his Arms, and fink without Un- 
derſtanding from him Saddle into the Duſt. The fall of hi 
theſe two matchleſs Perſons, cauſed thoſe of each Party 
to ſend forth mighty Cries, and kindled a furious Com- ch 
buſtion round about them; Ptolomeus, Craterus, and De- 

| metriut, 
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metrius, ſheltred Oroondates with their Bucklers ; and 
his faithful Araxes, who ſtirr'd not from him, carried 
him off with the aſſiſtance of Hyoneus, Menelaus, and ma- 
ny others ; Arſaces's Friends did the ſame for him, and 
then between thoſe ſix Men there began a Combat wor- 
thy of more heedſul Spectators, and of larger room to 
ſer forth the Proofs of their Valour with greater Liberty. 
Ptolomens having known Seleucus by Grewal Merl: ſpurr'd 
up to him with a joytul Voice, and preventing Demetrius 
who was going to Charge him, © Selcucus, (cried he) thy 
gold Enemy defies thee, and now thou haſt a brave Occa- 
« lion to execute thy Threatnings.“ Seleucus anſwered theſe 
Words only with a mighty ſtroke, which Ptolomexs quick- 
ly repay'd ; Craterus at the ſame time cloling with Leona- 
tus, and Nearchus with young Demetrius. The Fight 
was reaſonably equal between the four firſt, but deſpe- 
rate Demetrius, whoſe Grief ſeem'd to have redoubled his 
Strength, after ſome few Blows given on both ſides with 
wondrous Violence, beat down Nearchus at his Feet, and 
turning about toward his Friends, was going to make 
their Victory ſure, when valiant Orontes came up unto that 
place. He had made himſelf remarkable that Day by a 
Thouſand Actions of an admirable Valour, his Arms 
were all beſmear'd with Blood, and he was hardly to be 
known but by that famous Device of the Heart torn with 
Vultures, which had yet retain'd ſome part of its wonted 
Figure; he, beſides divers others, had ſlain young Phar- 
nabaſus, and the two unfortunate Sons of Mentor, and 
had left great Polyperchon, and his couragious Son Alexan- 
der half dead upon the Ground. As he came near to theſe 
brave Combatants, he ſaw Nearchus fall, and deſiring to 
make amends for his Diſaſter, he clave the Throng of 
thoſe that oppoſed his Paſſage, and ruſh'd forward unto 
Demetrius. That young Prince who knew him by his 
Shield, and who formerly upon the Bank of Enpbrates, 
had been croſſed in his Deſign of meaſuring his Strength 
with his, received him gladly, and advanc'd before all 
his Companions to meet him ſingle ; they by fome Blows 
given with little Inequality, had begun to ſhew each o- 


ther Proof of their reciprocal Valour, when Lyſimachus 


open'd 
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open'd himſelf a large way thither with his Sword ; he 
was {till wet with the Blood of Nicanor, Commander of 
ſome of the Parthians, of Apiarchus, of Citron the Son of 
Acropates, of Tydeus Nephew to Perdiccas, and many others 
whom he had left biting the Earth, and ſeeking to en- 
hance his Glory by new Defeats, he no ſooner knew 0. 
rortes's Shield, but he came up cloſe to Demetrius, ſay. 
ing, Leave this Combat to me, Demetrius, we began it 
once already, and I was challeng'd by Orontes when we 
parted, Scarce had he ſpake theſe Words, when another 
cried out, The Death of this faithleſs Man belongs to me, 
and none of you have right to diſpute it with me. Oronte: 
was not at all diſmay'd at the Number of his Enemies, but 
defying them all together, © Come valiant Men, (faid he) 
© come, all of you together aſſault this Life, which ! 
© ſhall be well enough able to defend againſt you, and 
© if you be not aſhamed of this Inequality, let's get out 
© of this Crowd to make an end of our Combat.“ As he 
brought forth theſe Words, he flew upon them like a 
Lion, when preſently amongſt his Enemies he knew the 
revengeful Thaleſtris, who more eager than the reſt, had 
at laſt obtain'd the piace ſhe ſought before them. That 
fight abated Orontes's Courage, and in a Moment froze his 
gallant Reſolution. © O ! Woman, (cried he) art thou 
not weary with tormenting me? And caſting his Shield 
© behind his back, he took Sanctuary amongſt his Friends 
© againſt her Fury, and againſt her ſight, which he could 
© not endure. Thou flyeſt, Traytor, (cried the inraged 
© Queen) thou flyeſt from a Woman's Sword; but know, 
© this Victory would not be ſo ſhameful to thee, as the 
c Perfidiouſneſs thou art guilty of.” She ſaid theſe words, 
purſuing him, and overthrowing all that oppoſed her Paſ- 
ſage. Acropates to his Misfortune happen'd to be in her 
way, and the deſperate Queen, whoſe force was doub- 
led by her Rage, ſlaſn'd off his Body at the Waiſt, leaving 
one half in the Saddle, while the other tumbled among 
the Horſes Feet. Cleon the Son of Stratanor loſt his Life 
by her conquering hand, and Liſtander the Brother of Au- 
diagoras had the ſelf fame Deſtiny. Perdiccas, and his 


Brother Alcetas, were hardly able to ſtop her Fury. Per- 
| | diccas, 
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liccas had that Day done many Actions of a skilful Gene- 
ral, and of a valiant Man, for tho? there were very few 
that could ſurpaſs him in fighting skilfully with his own 
Hand, there were yet fewer that could equal him 
in Experience to command an Army; he by Orders 
often ſeaſonably given, and by his prudent Diligence, had 
many times upheld his Party, and had that Day kept the 
Victory in equal Balance. The Medes, Pamphilians, and 
carians, began to yield a little to the force of the Egypti- 
ans, Thracians, and Cappadocians; but the ſtout Argiraſpi- 
des did with miraculous Effects ſuſtain and fruſtrate the 
Attempts of the moſt warlike Prilanxes, they utterly de- 
feated the Lyd!ans, Arabians, and Ptrygians, and with 
Juſtice carried away the Glory of having preſerv'd their 
party in that Battel. Oroondates and Arſaces were already 
recovered out of their Swoons, and tho' they that had ta- 
ken care of them, uſed their Endeavours to get them into 
their Tents ; it was impoſſible to perſuade them to it, 
each of them iuquired what was become of his Enemy, 
and not being able to learn any thing, they had taken up 
other Swords amongſt the Heaps of dead Bodies, and 
were gotten again into the thickeſt of the Fight, more 
fierce and terrible than before, twas to the Misfortune 
of many gallant Men that they return'd into the Battel, 
and the Rage that ſtirr'd them up was fatal to many War- 
riors, whole Proweſs deſerv'd a better Deſtiny. Thy 
Courage, O brave Amintas, could not preſerve thee from 
falling under the Blows of Orocondates : Nor could the 
Goodneſs of thy Arms, O valiant Philotas, defend thee 
from the Sword of fierce Ar/aces ; Theſe two redoubted 
Warriors flew many other famous Captains, and _— 
one another thro' the midit of Blood and Slaughter,woul 
ſure have met again if the Day would have allowed them 
time. All things then were in a moſt horrid form, the 
number of the Dead exceeded that of the Living, and the 
Field was covered with great Heaps of Bodies, from 
whence ran Streams of Blood that emptied themſelves in- 
to the River; the Soldiers were no longer obedient to 
Command, nor knew the Perſons that commanded, and 
both ſides were ſo eager to deſtroy thoſe who had been 


formerly their Companions, that Night was hardly able 
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| Scythia, nor the brave Arſaces, did at all contribute to 


\ retired into the place where it was incamp'd before. 


—- 
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to put a ſtop to their Fury. But for its arrival, both Ar. 
mies had been totally defeated, and 'twas not till it be. 
pan to grow dark, that after many Signals to retreat, the 


roken Squadrons began to rally. Neither the Prince of 


that care, which their particular Animoſity made them 
wholly remit to their Companions. Art laſt the Execu- 
tion ceaſed, the Soldiers began to gather to their Colours, 
and the Field remained almoſt equally to both Parties, 
This Victory ſo obſtinately diſputed, declared not it ſelf 
abſolutely for either, nor could they that Day know their 
Loſſes, or reckon the number of their Dead; but each 
Army having rallied as well as was poflible in the Dark, 


Theſe Objects would have been diſmal! to behold, if Dark- 
neſs had not at that time made them inviſible ; among 
thoſe that retreated with their Commanders, divers were 
hurt, and many others ſorely wounded came ſoftly be- 
hind, or rather crawl'd without any Order after their 
Fellows, and a very great number were left among the 
Slain, who not yer quite dead, lay with Groans begging 
the aſliſtance of their deareſt Friends, by whom they ſaw 
themſelves forſaken in the Night, and in their utmoſt Ex- 
tremities. | 

Our Princes were no ſooner come into the Camp, but 
they ſaw the Ladies in great Perplexity coming forth to 
meet them. Apamia, Arſinoe, and the reſt, having paſt 
the Day full of deadly Apprehenſions, received their Hus- 
bands with open Arms, and ſcarce would ſuffer them to | 
get into their Tents before they begun to pull off their | 
Armour, and look upon their Wounds. By good For-] 
tune none of the Princes had any that were mortal; O- 
roondates, Lyſimachus, Ptolomeus, and Demetrius, had ſome 
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few, but ſuch light Ones, that they could hardly be per- 


ſuaded to keep their Beds for them the next Day. An- 
ti gonus was run thro' the Shoulder, and brave Craterus 
thro the Thigh, Polyperchon was wounded in the Head, 
and in the Right Arm; the Amazon Queen, Oxyartes and 
Eumenes had no hurt at all, but of all the other Comman- 
ders very few were free: Part of the Night was ſpent in 


dreſſing them, and the remainder was given to reſt, and in 


many 
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many Quarters of the Army, to the Cries and Complaints 
of thoſe who had loſt their neareſt Friends or Kinſmen in 
the Battel. The next Day there came Meſſengers from 
Perdiccas, Who demanded a Truce of the Princes ſor fix 
Days, to bury the Dead, and dreſs thoſe that were woun- 


ded of both Parties. Ir preſently was granted, and they 


on either ſide ſent without delay to view the Field. 
There it was they met with Objects worthy of Compaſſi- 
on, and then their Loſſes began to be known by the Com- 
putation of the Dead, and by the remainder of the living; 
the Princes found they had loſt above fiſty thouſand Men, 
and on Perdiccas's ſide there were ſlain above threeſcore 
and ten thouſand, among which divers were very conſi- 
derable on each Party; on that of the Princes were Phi- 
lotas, Archeſilaus and his Son; Piſeftratus, Pharnabaſus, 
Traſillus, Tyridates, the two Sons of Mentor, and many 
others, who for their Quality and Vertue were lamented 
by the whole Army. On the other, Amintas, Nicanor, Axi- 
archus, Philippus the Brother of Caſſander, Acropates, with 
his Son, the Sons of Erigius, Python and Stratanor, the 
Brothers of Peuceſtas, and Andiagoras, Perdiccas's Nephew, 
and a great number more, whoſe Loſs was no ſmall At- 
fliction to their Party. All that Day was employed in 
carrying them off, which their Friends did with grievous 
Lamentations, and of the Bodies of common Soldiers, 
they made great Heaps with their Arms to burn them, 
ſince by reaſon of their exceſſive Number they could not 
give the honour of Burial to every one in particular. That 
Order was executed the Day following, and many of the 
Commanders were preſent at that Ceremony, the reſt 
knowing their Forces to be much diminiſhed, were buſy 
in ſetting Men on work to fortify their Camp, to wake 
their Lines deeper, and draw new ones in places which 
they had before neglected. 

Theſe were the general Employments, but thoſe of O- 
roondates, Lyſimackus, and Thaleſtris, were very different, 
and they had particular Atflictions, beſides thoſe they 
ſuffered with the reſt for the Death of their Men, and for 
ſecing themſelves deceived in their Expectation of an ab- 
ſolute Victory. Hſimachus ſaw his Hopes further 2 

e ctore, 


Rage, that ſhe was utterly uncapable of any re 
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before, and his Princeſs a Captive till the Conc luſion of a 
War which he thought to have made an end of in one day. 
Oroondates with the ſame Cauſe of Grief, had others alſo 
which violently tormented him, and was not more afflic. 
ted tor the Queen's Captivity, or for the Uncertainty of 
her condition, than to ſee that Arſaces had eſcaped his 
Revenge, and was triumphant over his ill Fortune; he 
had learn'd by many, who yet bore his Marks, how after 
their Separation he return'd into the Fight, where he did 


a thouſand Actions, which ran with Admiration over all 


the Camp ; this —_— added an Emulation to his 
former Jealouſy, which did not a little aggravate his Sor. 


rows, and ſometimes caſt him into ſuch ſtrange Reſoluti- 
ons, that had he not been hindred by Araxes,Lyſemachus, and 
many others, he would inſtantly have gone to ſeck Arſaces, 


or Death in the middle of his Camp. © Ah! hand, (ſaid he) 
© thou which in occaſions of leſs Importance haſt often ſer- 


ved me with ſucceſs ; feeble hand, why didſt thou fail me 


© at this time of need, and loſe thy Strength againſt my 
© chieteſt Enemy? Heretofore thou wouldſt have made 
© my Sword find Paſſage through that daring Heart where 
- 


© Statira is ſeated, or if thou hadſt born any reverence to 
© her Image, thou certainly wouldſt have thruſt it thro' 


© all thoſe other parts where Death can poſſibly enter, 


He ſpake many other ſuch like Words, and after having 
revolv'd a thouſand ſeveral Imaginations in his Fancy, the 


laſt Reſolution was, to challenge Arſaces to a ſingle Com- 


bat as ſoon as the Truce was expired, and to decide his 
Quarrels with him once for all in fight of both Armies. 


It Oroondates was thus tormented, Thaleſtris was rack'd 
with a far greater Violence, and the Perſeverance ſhe 
found in Orontes to uſe her ill, had brought ſo ” a 

> All 
that her firſt Reſentments had made her think or ſay in 


former times, was full of gentleneſs and moderation, in 


compariſon of theſe laſt Motions of her Fury, wherewith 
ſhe was impetuouſly tranſported. I'll ſeek thee (ſaid ſhe) 
Monſter of Ingratitude, 1'11 ſeek thee in the midſt of a 


hundred thouſand Swords, and ſpite of all the Obſtacles 
that can oppoſe my lawful Indignation, I with a thouſand 


Blows will ſtab that black perfidious Heart of thine ; __ 
halt 
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ſhalt but vainly fortify thy ſelf with Guards, and with 
Entrenchments, againſt the Rage of an incenſed Lover, 
and the Paſſion that guides me ſhall make way thro? all 
the Powers of Earth, to thy Deſtruction. Theſe wild 
Thoughts made her of ſo unſociable an Humour, that ſhe 
could no longer abide the company of thoſe Perſons whom 
ſhe conſidered moſt, and knowing it was hard for her to 
avoid it by keeping within Doors, ſhe put on her Arms, 
and forbidding even Hyppolita to follow her, ſhe mounted 
on Horſeback to go entertain her cruel Melancholy out of 
the reach of all Human Converſation, and not to return 
again till Darkneſs had overſpread the Earth. She had 
been gone but a little while, when Oroondates, who was 
ſenſibly concern'd in her Afflictions, came into her Cham- 
ber to viſit her, and to intermix his Diſcontents with hers ; 
Iyimachus and Piolomeus came in preſently after him, and 
all of them together, having learn'd of I er in what 
manner ſne went away, fear'd leſt the Violence of her 
Reſent ments might have carried her to ſome ſtrange Reſo- 
ut ion, and deſiring to prevent the Effect of it if they could 
poſſibly, they ſent for their Arms and Horſes, and 
went with Hyppolita the ſame way ſhe had been ſeen to 
00. | 
At that very time, ſorrowſul Demetrius, whoſe Grief 
made him as much an Enemy to company, as Thaleftris, - 
was got on Horſeback with a Deſign like hers, and in 
the gloomieſt and remoteſt places, fought things confor- 
mable to his penſive Humour; he was fo — from all 
Conſolation, that he fled from thoſe that ſtrove to give 
it him, and only the remembrance of his Hermione, made 
up the whole Employment of his Thoughts; he named 
her every Moment, but never named her without Tears, 
and in all his Actions there was ſomething ſo doleſul, and 
ſo moving, that it made even the moſt infnfible things to 
be in a manner concerned in his Afflictions. Hermione 
(aid he) whether doſt thou now remember me as thy 
Murderer, or as thy Lover, and which is moſt powerful 
in thy Memory, my Crime, or my Affection? I killed 
thee, and I loved thee, but it I have not forgotten thy 
laſt Words, they contained a Pardon for thy Death, and 
| oe an 
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an Acknowledgment of my Love; thy Goodneſs appear'd 
in the lateſt Minutes of thy Life; but Hermione, I ought 
not to abuſe it, and Demetrius is not at all the leſs guil- 
ty, becauſe Hermiene is merciful. Theſe Tears which [ 
ive thee, ought to be ſeconded by all this Blood, which 
Zlial Duty keeps ſtill within my Veins ; but ſince my 
Hands are forbidden to follow the Inſtigations of my 
Love, receive that from my Love alone, which they are 
not allowed to give thee. He was talking to himſelf on 
this manner, when coming near to a way which led to 
lon from ſome neighbouring Villages, he had an En- 
counter that diſturbed his ſolltary Entertainment. He 
ſaw three Men on Horſeback compleatly arm'd, fighting 
with their Swords drawn, againſt one ſingle Man on foot, 
who diſputed his Life with a moſt generous Reſiſtance, 
Beſides the three that were upon him, there was another 
dead at his feet; and to keep himſelf from being aſſaulted 
behind, he had ſet his Back againſt an Oak; two Women 
were preſent at that Combat, who by all their Actions te- 
ſtified they had an excceding great Intereſt in the Life of 
him that fought for them ; but he was extreamly woun- 
ded, and ſo weak, that at Demetrius's arrival his Life was 
in a manifeſt danger. Demetrius, who was Generolity it 
ſelf, never ſtood conſidering what he ſhould do in that 
occaſion, but ruſhing at the three Men with a loud Cry, 
conſtrained them to turn head againſt him, tho' ſo untor- 
tunately on their part, that the firſt of them who came 
to meet him, fell dead upon the Graſs with thefirſt ſtroke 
he received from the Sword of Demetrius. When he had 
done that Execution, he {laſhed at the Cask of one of the 
other, and having cut the Straps of it, left his Head quite 
bare, and without Defence. 
The Stranger who fought on Foot, had no ſooner caſt 


his Eyes on the Face of that Enemy, but lifting them ſur 
up to Heaven; Great Gods ! (cried he) how juſt are you, e 
to reſerve the Death of wicked Aſtiages to me ! At theſe WO ©. 
Words, without remembring his Wounds, or conſidering I . 
the Advantage his Enemy had by being on Horſeback, hc der 
quitted his Tree, and flew at him as fiercely as a Lion; her 


Aſtiages made ſome Blows at him again, and ſtrove to 


trample him under his Horſe's Feet, but he received the 
= * Blows 
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Blows upon his Shield, and having avoided the Shock of 
the Horſe, cloſed up to Aſtiages ſo fortunately, that meet- 


ing with a place not defended by his Cuiraſs, he ran his 
. sword quite thro his Body. Aſtiages fell dead, with a 
1 stream of Blood in which he began to welter, and his 
ch Enemy ſeeing him fall, turned toward Demetrius, and 
with the remainder of his Strength went to render him 
w" part of the aſſiſtance he had received from him; but he 
© ſtood not in any need of it, for his Enemy not having da- 
40 red to withſtand the weightineſs of his Blows, had alrea- 


dy taken flight to ſave himſelf. The Stranger full of Ac- 
He knowledgment, was going to give him Thanks, when he 
bh ſaw the Ladies, for whom he had fought, coming toward 

> W tim, then leaving her which appeared to be the Chief, and 
whom the Gods had favoured with an admirable Beauty, 
and addreſſing himſelf to the other that accompanied her, 
Dear Alcione (ſaid he) I have lived long enough, fince I 
have been able to do you ſome ſervice before I die, and 
that I have ſacrificed the diſloyal Aſtiages unto the Ghoſt 
of poor abuſed Theander. As he brought forth theſe words, 
he would have gone nearer to her, but his Weakneſs pre- 
vented him, and made him fink down preſently at the 
foot of a Tree. Alcione ran to him in an exceeding great 
Trouble (while Demetrius being come near to the Prin- 
ceſs Berenice, endeavoured to re- aſſure her, and demand- 
ed new Occaſions to ſerve her;) but O Gods ! how 
great was her Aſtoniſnment, when after ſhe had unco- 
vered his Head, ſhe ſaw the Face of Cleonimus; his ab- 
fence had ſo little worn out the Idea of it, that it was al- 
ways preſent to her remembrance, nor found ſhe any dif- 
ficulty to diſcern thoſe Features, in the midſt of Blood 
and Paleneſs, which were ſo deeply ſettled in her heart. 
cat lt would be very hard to expreſs how infinitely ſhe was 
then MW ſurprized at this Adventure; the firſt Marks whereof 
you, I were Cries, wherewith ſhe drew Berenice and Demetrius 
theſe fo her. She pronounced the Name of Cleonimus twice or 
ering thrice, with a Voice which ſhewed a great deal of Ten- 
k, he derneſe, and not daring to follow the firſt Motions of 
Lion; ber Affection, in the Preſence of thoſe Perſons that look- 
ve to * upon her, ſhe left her Eyes the Care to expreſs 
d the I for her, and to execute that which Decency by a 
Blows Vor. III. M cruel 
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cruel Conſtraint forbad ; in this filence her Face chanyed 
Colour ſeveral times, and her Paſſions were ſo plainly 
written in it, that twas but in vain ſhe held her Peace 
to conceal them. The Princeſs Berenice, who knew the 
Story of her Life, and who by that natural Goodneſs 
which accompanied the reſt of her Vertues, had taken an 
Intereſt in her Fortune, learned the cauſe of all her Tranſ. 
ports, by the bare hearing of Cleonimus's Name, and for- 
getting the Greatneſs of her Birth, to follow her chari. 
5 2 ſne ſate down by her, and gave her all 
the Aſſiſtance ſhe could receive in ſuch an Encounter. In 


the interim Cleonimus, having allowed ſome time to /. 


cione's Aſtoniſhment, and converſed with her in that mute 
Language, which repreſented their Thought without any 
AﬀeRation, broke Silence firſt, and putting forth his 
Hand to her with much Reſpe& ; © Coulin, (ſaid he) you 
© at laſt ſee Cleonimus again, whom his ill Fortune bani- 
ſhed from you, and whom his good Fortune has brought 
to die thus near you ; how great ſoever the diſtance 
that has parted us hath been, you have ever been pre- 
fent to my remembrance, and that remembrance which 
brings me back in ſpite of my former Reſolutions, is 
an effect of my Deſtiny, and of the Juſtice of the 
Gods. They prolonged my Life in thoſe Sorrows that 
have perſecuted it, for no other Purpoſe, but to reſerve 
the end of it, either for your Service, or for Theander's 
Revenge, and the Concluſion of it could not be more 
pleaſing to me, than to die at Alcione's Feet, after ha- 
ving facrificed in her Preſence, the cruel Author of our 
common Miſeries. Diſpoſe now, (continued he, litt- 
ing up his Eyes to Heaven) O Gods, diſpoſe now of 
my Deſtiny when you will, and if I cannot die inno- 
cent of the loſs of Theander, and of Alcione s Misfor- 
tunes, at leaſt be pleaſed that this Blood, which I moſt 
freely give them, may ſerve in part to expiate my 
© Faults.” Cleonimus ſpoke on this manner, while Alci- 
one did all ſhe could to reſettle her inward Diſturbance, 
and called to her Courage tor Aſſiſtance to ſupport” the 
preſent Condition of her Fortune. 
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The firſt Motions ſhe had felt at the Encounter of Cle- 
onimus, began to give way to her Griet for the ſtate he 
was in, and ſcare had her Heart begun to receive ſome 
touch of Joy, for the Recovery of a Perſon that was ſo 
dear to her, when by a cruel Capricio of Fortune, ſhe ſees 
the ſame Perſon's Lite reduced to Extremity ; nor could 
ſhe longer retain her Modeſty within thoſe Limits which 
her Severity had preſcribed ir, but by a beſeeching Look 

| begging Pardon of the Princeſs for the Liberty ſhe took 
in her Preſence, ſhe embraced Cleonimus with Tranſports 
of that Affection, which as innocent as it was, had pro- 
duced ſuch fatal Effects, and ſending a Stream of Tears 
from her Eyes, which for ſome Years paſt had been their 
uſual Sources, ſhe ſhewed, that neither time, nor the Ac- 
cidents of her Lite, had made any Alteration in thoſe 
pure and conſtant Inclinations ſhe had to him. Dear 
© Cleonimus, (ſaid ſhe, with a Voice interrupted. with 
© Sighs) you are come back at laſt after an Age of Ab- 
© ſence which hath. coſt us ſo many Tears; but if yew 
© are come back to die, Ah | Cleonimus, how cruel is 
© your return to miſerable Alcione? If Life were unplea- 
© ſing to you, you ſhould have died far from my Eyes, 
without aggravating, by that killing ſight, thoſe cruel 
© Griefs which fince her Loſs, and your Departure, have 
© made a continual War againſt her. Twas not Cleo- 
© nimus his Blood that was due to Theander's Revenge, 
* and to Alcione's Repoſe ; the Blood of Aſtiages was 
© enough for both, and you will repair thote innocent 
Faults whereof you accuſe your ſelt by loſing a. Lite 
for Theandey and for Alcione, which was ever dearer 
to them than their own. Theſe Wounds (continued 
{ ſhe, looking upon them, and endeavouring to ſtanch 
the Blood) theſe crue] Wounds are mine as well as 
yours, and if you {till have any part of that-Friendſhip 
which once you bore me, you ought not to put mine 
to ſo cruel a Proof, nor force me to confeſs that it is 
„ firong enough to make me keep you company in your 
Grave. | | | a 
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The Effect theſe Words produced in Cleonimus, appear- B 
ed preſently in his Face, and not being able to diſſemble Gt 


the Conſolation he received by them, Dear Alcione (ſaid Kr 
'© he) if it pleas'd the Gods that I might live, I would WI 
© not pray to them for Death, and though my Misfortunes mu 
© have made me delire it, I cannot hate my Life, if 1 Vo 
< am {till beloved of Alcione; Heaven is my witneſs, tis one 
c jn that Felicity alone that mine was ever bounded, and bef 
© though my Thoughts, for all their Innocence, have hav 
< drawn its Anger upon my Head, I am not able to re. Wa: 


© pent them; I was infinitely indebted to Tbeander, but Wo 
© ] believe 1 have pay'd his Memory all that he could {© ber 
expect from a Friend like Cleonimus; for his ſake, I u- was 
© ſed a cruel Violence upon my moſt powerful Inclinati- wot 
© ons, I baniſhed my ſelt with a great dcal of Perſeve- Ene 
© rance, from a place where I left the better part of my and 
© Life, and if I contributed to his Death by my ill For- 
© tune, I may proteſt before all the Gods, that the Ex- 
< tremity of my Grief for it was ſuch, as never was 
© capable of any Conſolation, except this you now have 
© piven me; yet ſhall it make no Alteration in my 
„Thoughts; and though the Gods ſhould have ſuffered 
< my Life to continue longer, this Knowledge of your 
< Friendſhip ſhould never have given me any Deſire, 
e whereby Theander's Memory —— be offended: he fo 
c well deſerv'd your whole Affection, that I ſhould be 
c more criminal than Aftiages, and Bagiſtanes, if I would 
c difpute it with him, and tis Happineſs enough for Cle- 
© on mit, = you pardon him your Misfortunes, with- 
© out pretending to any greater Advantage from your 
© Goodneſs. P * 1 
While Cleonimus ſpake in theſe Terms, Demetrius, who 
in thoſe ſad Diſcourſes found ſomething conformable to 
his condition, and who, y that Reſemblance belicved 
himſelf oblig'd to love thoſe miſerable Perſons, had with 
much Charity aſſiſted Alcione ro bind up Cleonimus' 
Wounds, and being deſirous to get him removed from 
the place where he lay, roſe up to look for ſome body to 
help him in that Intention ; but ſcarce had he gone hall 
2 Dozen Steps, when paſſing by Aſtiages, he by ſome 
6 3 | Groans 
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Groans he heard, perceived he was not yet quite dead; this 
Knowledge made him go nearer to him, and Aſtiages, 
who was — to his end, lifting up his Eyes with 
much ado, Whoſoever thou art (ſaid he, with a feeble 
Voice) whether Friend or Enemy, for God's ſake let me 
once again ſee thoſe Ladies I have ſo much offended, that 
before I die I may ask them pardon tor the Injuries I 
have done them. Demetrius, who of all Men living 
was moſt ſenſible of Pity, was touch'd with Aftiages's 
Words, and returning to the Princeſs Berenice, beſought 
her to grant him the Favour he deſired. Berenice, who 
was all Goodneſs, and who even in another condition 
would not have refufed Pardon to the moſt cruel of her 
Enemies, roſe from the Ground where ſhe, was ſitting, 
and Alcione quite mollified with Aftiages's Repentance, 
would have followed her, but that ſhe durſt not forſake 
Cleonimus, who was in little better caſe than Aſtiages. He 
ſoon perccived it, and not being willing to rob his Ene- 
my of that laſt Satisfaction, © Go Madam, I beſcech you, 
© (faid he) be generous to the very utmoſt, and in grant- 
© ing Aſtiages the Pardon he deſires of you, obtain that 
© which Cleonimus deſires of him; if it had pleaſed the 
© Gods to give his Crimes a leſſer Puniſhment than Death, 
© T ſhould have been very well contented with it; and 
© becauſe he is penitent, and that he is Theander's Brother, 
© I could have wiſh'd their juſtice had made uſe of another 
© hand. 
| Theſe Words oblig'd Alcione to leaveCleonimus for ſome. 
few Moments, leaning againſt the foot of an Oak, and 
drawing near Aſtiages with Berenice, ſhe found him in 
the very Pangs of Death, yet had he time to ask them 
Pardon for what he had done againſt them, with ſo great 
Teſtimonies of Repentance, that thoſe generous Perſons 
forgot all their Injuries in a Moment, and were very 
ſorry for his Misfortune ; but when he had learned it 
was. by Cleonimus's Sword the Gods had ſent him the 
Recompence of his Crimes, he lift up his Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven, and ſtruggling againſt his Weakneſs, 
O you revenging Divinities, (cried he) how admira- 
* ble are your Judgments, and how well do you teach 
| M 3  Mortals 
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© Mortals by my Example, that it is impoſſible to ſave 
© themſelves from you ! Cleonimus, whoſe Life I have af. 
* ſaulted, and whoſe Vertue I have perſecuted by my 


© Treacheries and Calumnies, comes into the World a. 


La] 


gain for no other end but to execute your juſt Decrees, 
and you have reſery'd the Puniſhment of falſe Aſtiage: 
to Cleonimus alone, whereas you might have brought 
it upon him a thouſand other ways.“ After theſe words, 
turning his Looks upon Alcione, Alcione, (aid he) for! 
dare not call you Siſter, ſince by my Treacheries J ſo 
unworthily have violated our Alliance, if my Repen- 
tance had been but ſome few Moments before my Pu- 
niſhment, I would have offered it to you tor ſome part 
of the Satisfaction I owe unto Theander's Blood, but 
ſince it comes ſo late, I can hope for no Pardon of my 
Infidelities from you, nor from my Brother's Ghoſ}, 
no nor from the Gods themſelves ; I die therefore 
with an Acknowledgment that I have deſerv'd it, and 
that I was the wickedſt of all Men living to perſecute 
ſuch vertuous, ſuch innocent Perſons, as Alcione and 
Clemimus ; I give my Lite to both for the Reparati- 
on I owe them, and if by the loſs of my Blood, I 
can waſh out of my Memory any part of thoſe Spots 
© wherewith it is ſtain'd by the Blood of Theander, 1 
© ſhall depart the World without complaining of my De- 
© ſtiny.” As he made an end of theſe Words, he was ta- 
ken with Convulſions, wherein he died, happy in the 
end of his Lite, that he was pitied by thoſe, who of all 
the Perſons in the World, had greateſt Reaſon to deteſt 
him. 

Alcione without doubt would have ſtaid longer by him, 
if the remembrance of Cleonimus had not pull'd her a- 
way; but ſhe was hardly come back to him again, when 
ſhe ſaw certain Soldiers, whom Demetrius. had called, 
and who having from him learned the need there was of 
their Aſſiſtance, offer d themſelves willingly to carry 
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_ Cleonimus unto Polemon's Houſe, and preſently going a- 


bour that Office, lifted him eafily from the place where 


he lay, and took a Path which was not unknown to 
| Acione. 
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Alcione. As long as they were upon the way ſhe kept 
cloſe to Cleonimus, with ſuch a tender preſſing care, as 
made the Princeſs Berenice know it was not without 
ſome Appearance of Reaſon, that ſhe had formerly been 
ſuſpected to have had a particular Affection to him. De- 
metrius went by the Princeſs Berenice, but none of 
them would get on Horſeback, becauſe they had ſo lit- 
tle a way to go. Demetrius conſidered Berenice's Beau- 
ty with an Aﬀoniſhment, which was eaſy to be ob- 
| ſerved in his Face; and tho' he had ſeen the rareſt in 
the World, ſcarce could he call any thing to mind that 
was equal to it, He diſcourſed with her a while in thoſe 
Terms of Civility which he uſed generally to thoſe of 
her Sex; but as ſoon as he heard by Alcione that ſhe was 
the Princeſs of Scythia, and the Siſter of Great ORooN- 
DATES, he caſt himſelf at her Feet, and with profound 
Submiſſion, begg'd Pardon for thoſe Faults, which his 
Ignorance had made him commit. Berenice abuſed not 
his Humility, but with a graceful Sweetneſs, which was 
inſeparable from her Words and Actions, expreſſed her 
Acknowledgments to him, and made him quickly ſee 
ſhe was worthy to be Siſter to ſuch a Brother as Oroon- 
dates. k. 3 "tw 
With theſe Entertainments they arrived at Polemon's 
Houſe, where while Alcione takes care to get Cleonimus 
drefled and laid to Bed, and while her whole Family was 
affeionately joy'd at her return, that of the Princeſs of 
Scythia, being heard by the Ladies that were in the 
Houſe, they came all to wait upon her, and with Admi- 
ration beholding the Siſter of a Man whoſe Vertue they 
ever adorcd, and whoſe Perſon they infinitely eſteemed, 
they found in hers as great Occaſions of Aſtoniſhment, as 
in that of the Prince her Brother. Apamia, Arſione, Cle- 
one, and the reſt, kiſſed her Hands with exceeding great 
Reſpect, and ſhe repay'd their Civilities with ſuch an 
obliging Affability, as was wont to win the Hearts of 
the wolf inſenſible Perſons. After ſome ſnort Compli- 
ments, ſhe inquired for the Prince her Brother; and 
hearing that he was well, and that they believ'd he 
M 4 Was 
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was in his Tent, ſhe, moſt joyful of that News, intreated 
the Princeſſes to excuſe the Power of her Love, which 
pull'd her from them for a while, to viſit that dear Bro- 
ther; but they offer'd ro keep her Company, and ſo all 
of them going out of Polemon's Houſe, went together to 
Oroondates s Tent. 
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N the mean time, Queen Taleſtris was 
one out of the Camp, with a Deſire to 
ret ire from all manner of Company as 
much as poſſibly ſhe could, and ſuffering; 
her ſelf to be guided by her cruel Paſhon,, 


tary Places, to entertain it. Never was Soul fo violently 
gitated with Spite and Anger, nor ever did the Senſe of. 
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any Injury inſpire ſuch bloody Reſolutions ; all her firm- 
neſs ot Mind, and all her ordinary Moderation vaniſh'd 


before thoſe cruel Enemies of her Repoſe, and the Bacchi- 


des, inſtigated by the Fury of their God, never in their 
es appear d more fierce than ſhe, nor more tranſport- 
ed. If tormerly ſhe ſought for Orontes to puniſh him as 
a faithful Lover, ſhe now runs on to kill him as a Traitor, 


obſtinate in his Treaſon ; and in the impetuous Motions 


of her Hatred, ſhe judges the moſt cruel Deaths too eaſy, 
and too light for her Satisfaction. Medea, after the In- 


gratitude of her diſloyal Husband, was not ſo furious, nor 


eager to take Rev ; and all that ſhe excented againſt 
a indulgene, to the revengeful Ama- 


© TI will invent (ſaid ſhe) new kinds of Puniſhments, 


© that ſhall be as ſtrange as thy Perfidiouſneſs ; and the 
© Rape into which thou haſt caſt me, will make me ſtudy 
© out new Torments for thee, twill be but a ſmall mat- 
© ter to tear that faithleſs Heart out of its place, after ha- 


< ving ſtabb'd it with a thoufand Blows, and to give 


© that Body for a prey to Vultures, which lodges ſuch 
© a baſe diſloyal Soul; I will prepare for thee, O Tyger, 
© I will prepare ſomething of greater Cruelty, and thou 
© ſhalt know at the laſt Groans of thy wretched Life, that 
c defpair can teach even the gentleſt Natures Inhumani- 
© ty. She was talking thus unto her ſelf, when her 
Horſe, to whom his Miſtreſs's deep Thoughts bad given 
a more than uſual Liberty, carried her into a very plea- 
fant Valley; ſhe for a while followed the Bank of a lit- 
tle Brook, which glided along upon certain ſmall Stones 
with a delightful Murmur, and was inſenſibly led by 
Tome Spirit towards a Fountain, from whence it took 
its Source. She was come pretty near it, when liftin 

up her Head without deſign, ſhe ſaw a brave black Horte 
ty'd to a Tree, and a large Shield hanging by, upon one 
of the Branches. The Amazon had not much Curiohty ; 
yet paſſing near the Tree, ſhe could not chanſe but caſt 
her Eye upon the Shield ; at firſt ſhe believed that her 
Imagination deceived her Senſes, but having fixed her 


fight very heedfully upon it, ſhe no longer could doubt 


but 
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but that it was really that terrible Impreſs of the Heart 
torn in pieces by Vultures, nor make any queſtion but 
that it was the ſame Shield which ſhe thrice already had 
ſecn borne by the hand of the faithleſs Orontes. At this 
Aſſurance ſhe made a ſudden ſtop, like ſome young Shep- 
herd that had troden upon an Adder in the Graſs, and 
looking in an extream Trouble round about her, ſhe ſaw 
the Maſter of the Horſe and Shield lying aſleep by the 
ſide of the Fountain. Then inſtantly a cold Sweat with 
a general Shivering ſeiz d upon her whole body, and the 
greatneſs of her Surprize was ſuch as hardly left her any 
Senſe or Underſtanding ; the Bridle dropp'd out of her 
hand, and ſhe ſcarce had ſtrength enough to keep her ſelf 
in the Saddle. That he might take breath more freely 
in his ſleep, he had put up the Beaver of his Cask, and 
the diſtance was not ſo great but that Thaleftris quickly 
knew a Face the Air whereof was ever preſent to her 
Fancy ; what were then the firſt Thoughts of this furi- 
ous Princeſs, and what ſtrange Motions were ſtirred up 
in her Heart by this Encounter, ſo unexpected and fo ar- 
dently defired ! She would have been very much puzled 
to expreſs them her ſelf, and her Aſtoniſnment had brought 
her to ſuch a paſs, as deprived both her Mind and Body 
of their ordinary* Functions. At laſt the force of her 
Courage diſperſed theſe Weakneſſes, and Anger ſucceeded 
in the room of that Perplexity, which ſeemed to have ab- 
ſolutely poſſeſſed her Soul; ſhe now beheld Orantes with 
an Eye ſparkling with Rage and Wrath, and no longer 
doubted but that the Gods, to perform their Promiſe, had 
delivered him up to her Reſentments; nay, that negle& 
they teſtified of his Lite, made her believe they had 
ſentenced him to Death themſelves, and in that Thought 
caſting a look toward Heaven : I were unjuſt, great Gods 
(ſaid the) if I ſhould now complain of you, and if I ſhou'd 
not acknowledge how exactly you have kept your word, 
Fupitey thou God of Hoſpitality, and thou great Deity of 
Love whom this Traitor hath ſo unworthily abuſed, re- 
ceive the Victim which now I offer to your ſatisfaction. 
The ſpeaking of theſe Words, the drawing of her Sword, 
and the leaping from her Horſe, were all but the — . 
\ a | 
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action in Thaleſtris ; ſhe baniſhed all her Tenderneſſes, 
and all her Apprehenſions, and with an Eye which ſpoke 
the Dced ſhe was going about, ſtept forward to poor O- 
rentes, who deeply buried in ſleep, waited for his Deſti- 
ny without Reſiſtance ; See, there thou lieſt, O genercus 


Man, (ſaid ſhe, darting a fiery Look at him) thou lieſt 


expoſed to the Mercy of this Woman whom thou doſt diſdain , 
and lifting up her Arms, ſhe was ready (without doubt) 
to have given him a mortal Stroke, when ſome good An- 
gel ſtaid her hand, and in that very Moment repreſented 
to her, that without an eternal Infamy, ſhe could not 
take away the Life of one aſleep. © Wilt thou, O Tha- 
© leftris, (ſaid that charitable Genius) wilt thou diſho- 
© nour thy ſelt by a Baſeneſs that never had Example, 
© and canſt thou not kill thine Enemy without joinin 

© Shame to thy Revenge? Waken, waken this Gifloyal 
© Man, thy Victory over him is certain, and thy ſtrength 


© js not ſo unequal to his, but that with the juſtice which 


© thou haſt on thy fide, thou mayeſt confidently hope for 
© a favourable Iſſue of the Combat. With this Thought 
the was going to have waken'd him, but preſently anc- 


ther came into her Mind, which made her change her Re- 


folution. If thou awakeſt him (faid ſhe) and if thou 
< giveſt him time to put himſelf in a Poſture of Defence, 
© he'll fly from thee as he has done twice already, and ſo 
© thou wilt loſe this Occaſion of revenging thy ſelf, which 
perhaps thou mayeſt never recover while thou liveſt; 
© beſides, theſe Conſiderations of Honour are no longer 


© ſeaſonable, nor needeſt thou Rick at them for an Ene- 


© my of this nature. This Traitor has ſtifled them all in 
* his Perfidiouſneſs, and by thoſe Injuries he hath done 
© thee, he has violated all manner of Rights, and all the 
© moſt holy and facred Laws whatſoevef ; Wakennothing 
© therefore, O Thaleftris, but thy juſt Indignation, and lay 
this Traitor in an everlaſting ſleep.” She then was lift- 
ing up her Sword again but at the fame time ſhe heard 
- Orontes ſigh, and caſting her Eye upon his Face, ſhe ſaw 
f ome Tears find Paſſage between his clofed Eye-lids, and 
heard him mutter ſomething in his Sleep: Leave me (ſaid 
he) /eate me, inconſtant Homan. | 4 
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At theſe Words, pronounced with a mournful Voice, 
the Queen's Sword fell out of her Hand, and her Reſolu- 
tion was a little ſtartled, then ſhe look'd upon his Face 
a little more earneſtly than ſhe had done before, and ob- 
ſerved in it all the Features of her lovely and dearly 
loved Orithia ; that remembrance wrought a ſtrange 
Violence upon her Reſentments, and in part abated the 
Fierceneſs of her Animoſity. All the moſt winning Acti- 
ons that Orith;a had done for her in her whole Life, thoſe 
tender Proofs of Love ſhe had given her, both before 
and after her diſcovery, as well by Words accompanied 
with an irreſiſtible Grace, as by moſt admirable Deeds 
performed in favour of her, came at that time thronging 
into her Memory ; ſhe repreſented to her ſelf her lovely 
Impoſture upon the Walls of Phriney, and in the Chamber 
where ſhe had ſlain Zeobarzanes, ſhe fancied her in thoſe 
Diſcourſes ſo full of Love, and in thoſe ſweet Converſa- 
tions ſhe had formerly had with her, and when that whole 
Idea was perfectly return'd into her mind. © Now fince 
© ir is my dear Orithia, (ſaid ſhe) ſo lovely, and ſo ten- 
© derly beloved, can I be able to take away her Life 8 
© Ah ! no, my hand, thruſt rather this revenging Steel 
© into mine own Breaſt, than into the Boſom of my ſweet 
6 Orithia, there thou mayſt find her Kill, as faithleſs as. 
© ſhe is, and 'tis there only that thou ought'ſt to give 
© her a mortal ſtroke; — — ſhall never kill Orithia 
with any other kind of Wound, and if ſhe be guilty of 
© any Infidelity towards her, ſhe ought to puniſh her ſelf 
© alone, for not having been lovely enough to oblige her 
© to an eternal Conſtancy ; let my Orithia live then, 
© lince Thaleſtris is uncapable of giving her Death, and 
© let only Thaleſtris die, ſince ſhe has not been able to 
© deſerve Qrithia's Fidelity.” Tbaleſtrit continued a while: 
in theſe compaſſionate Motions ;. but if the remembrance: 
of Orontes's firſt Actions mollified her, that of his laſt, 
kindled her Anger with a greater Violence, and madeall 
thoſe Thoughts of Love and Pity vaniſh, © Ah f Coward- 
© ly Thaleftris, (ſaid ſhe again) by what unworthy. Mo- 
© tives doſt thou ſuffer thy felt to be tranſported, and what: 
Sa Meannefs is this ot thine, to call any thing on” 
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© that can ſpeak 
c fidiouſneſs ? This Orithia whom thou excuſeſt, and 
© whom thou repreſenteſt unto thy ſelf ſtill amiable, is 


/ up. 


to thee in favour of this Monſter of Per. 


© that ſame Ovontes, who after having abandoned thee to 
© deſpair, diſdains thee, and flies thee with contempt, 
© and with Indignity, and who even in his very ſleep can 
© utter nothing of thee but injurious Speeches; tis there- 


© fore that ſame Orontes that muſt die, but I will not 


© ſuffer his ſleep to rob me of part of my Revenge, I mean 
© he ſhall feel the Death that I will give him, and the 
© laſt Minutes of his Life ſhall be employed in hearing 
© my laſt Reproaches. She ſertled in this final Deter. 
mination, and for fear Orontes ſhould get away as he had 
done before, ſhe ſtept to the Horſe, and cutting the Reins 
of his Bridle, turned him looſe, and fo deprived his Maſter 


of the Means to make uſe of him. 


After this Precaution ſhe came back to him, and ſpeak. 
ing aloud to awaken him, Ri/e (ſaid he) Orontes, but riſe 
10 die. The ſudden Noiſe of theſe Words awak'd Orontes 
in a ſtart, and lifting up his Head, he ſaw one fianding 
by him with a Sword drawn, and in a threatning Poſture. 
The Apprehenſion he had of ſo unexpected a fight, made 
him get up haſtily, and pulling out his Sword to defend 
himſelf againſt that Enemy, Whoſoever thou art (ſaid he) 
— — thou haft <waken'd me to thine own Deſtruct ion; 

ſcarce had he caſt his Eyes upon Thaleſtris, when 
he knew her, the Beaver of her Cask being half way 
This unlucky Encounter troubled him exceedingly, and 
letting fall the Point of his Sword, he retired three or 
four Steps in haſte, crying our, Wilt thou torment me 
for ever, Woman, whom I abhor a thouſand times more 
than Death? I will never ceafe to torment thee (repli- 
ed the Queen) till thou ceafeſt to live, and the end of thy 


. Torments is now come with the end of thy Life: She 


accompanied thoſe with a Blow, which Oromes warded 
with his Sword, and flying at him with a blind Impetu- 
ouſheſs, forced him to feek his Saſety among certain 
Trees. Defend thy ſelf, baſe Coward (cried ſhe) and 


think not I will take thy flight to proceed from any re- 
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mainder of Reſpect to me, thy Treachery and unworthy 
Uſage, are a thouſand times more cruel than any feſiſtance 
thou couldſt make, and tho' thy Sword ſhould cut one 
from the World, *twould only finiſh what thy Porfidi- 
ouſneſs hath ſhamefully begun. As ſhe ſpoke theſe Words 
ſhe ran headlong after him among the Trees, with ſo 
much Fury and Suddenneſs, that ſhe reduced him to a 
Neceſſity of either ſtanding upon his Defence, or letting 
| himſelf be kilYd. How great ſoever his Hatred was to 
Thaleftris, be could never refolve to lift his Hand againſt 
her, and _— weary of flying fo long to ſave a Life 
which he no longer car'd for, he made a firm Stop, and 

preſenting his Breaſt to the furious Queen, Strike, cruel 
© Woman (ſaid he) ſtrike the Heart which I had blindly 
© given, and fince thou art fo extreamly thirſty of this 
© Blood which I ſo often have ſhed for thee, take, take 
© this Life which by thy ſhameleſs Infidelities thou haft 
© made more odious to me than that Death thou ſtriveſt 
© to give me; I meet with no new thing in this thy eru- 
© elty, nor ought I to think it ſtrange that thou wouldſt 
© drive me out of the World, after having forſaken me 
© with fo much Baſeneſs, and with ſo much Infamy. This 
© Soul, which thou ſo obſtinately endeavoureſt ro baniſh 
© from this Body, will depart from it unſtain'd and clear 
© of thoſe Infidelities thou upbraid*{t me with: Andthine, 
© after having dyed it ſelf quite black by the moſt igno- 
© minious of all Crimes, can add nothing to its foulneſs 
© by Crueky and Murder. Do not remember I am that 
© Orontes, who gave himfelf to thee with fo perfect a Re- 
© fignation, and to whom thou didſt promiſe thy ſelf en- 
© tirely with ſo many Oaths, and ſo many Proteſtat ions; 
© but look upon me as Orortes, abſolutely changed, and 
© as an Orontes, who. not being able to baniſh thee out of 
© his Memory, keeps thee there for no other end but to 
© hate, and deteſt thee ; I could defend my Eife againſt 
© thee, if thou hadſt leſt me any love of it, and this neg- 
© Je& I ſhew of my own ſafety, comes neither from the 
© love I formerly bore thee, nor from any Conſideration 
I have of thy Sex, but meerly out of Contempt of that 
© which thou wouldſt take-away. x. 
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Orontes had all the Liberty he could deſire to proſecute 
his Diſcourſe, for from the time he began it, the Queen 
was in a manner ſtricken with his Words, and had heark. 
ned to them without interrupt ing him ſo much as by the 
leaſt Motion of her Body. In this Diſcourſe, as bitter 
and violent as it was, ſhe with ſome Tenderneſs heard 
the Tone of her Orithia's Voice, and even in the midſt of 
his moſt ſharp and ſtinging Words, there reſounded ſome- 
thing ſo ſweet, and fo effectually moving, that ſhe could 
not be Miſtreſs of that Compaſſion which fought in her 
Heart againſt her cruel Reſolutions ; yet found ſhe, to the 

reat aggravation of her Sorrow, how firmly Orontes per- 

Fed in hating and abuſing her with Reproaches full of 
Indignity ; and this aſſurance kindled her Anger afreſh, 
which before was a little abated, and ſtirr'd up her de- 
fires of Revenge more violently than ever; ſhe waver'd 
yet a while in theſe Irreſolutions, and perhaps at laſt they 
would have been fatal to poor Orontes, if they had not 
heard a noiſe of Horſes ; at which, looking about, they 
ſaw themſelves invironed by Prince Oroondates, Lyſimachus, 
Ptolomeus, and lita. Orondates inſtantly ſeized. upon 
the Queen's Sword, and having eaſily taken it away by 
reaſon of the Trouble he found her in, he caſt his Eyes 
upon Orontes, whoſe Face he preſently knew in ſpite of a 
ten Year's Abſence ; not but that Time and his Diſcon- 
tents bad made a great deal of Alteration in it, but his 
being in that Country which he had heard, his Arms 
which had been deſcrib'd to him, and the ſight of this. 
Adventure put him clearly out of doubt. His Affection 
began to work ſtrongly in him at the Encounter of that 
Prince whom he had ſo dearly lov'd, and not being able 
to diſſemble it, Pardon me Madam, (ſaid he to the Queen) 
if I cannot forbear to imbrace your Enemy, and believe 


that the Gods have brought me hither to make bim loſe. 


that Name and Quality. With theſe Words he diſcover- 


eq his Face, and running to Orontes, he embraced him. 


with great Demonſtrat ions of Friendſhip ; Orontes retur- 
ned his Kindneſles with ſome Amazement, but when he 


had fix d his Eyes upon his Face, and that he had a little 
recovered the Features which time had almoſt worn out 


oi 
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of his Remembrance, his Aſtoniſhment was beyond com- 

ariſon, and retiring a ſtep or two to clear his doubt, Sir 
(faid he) is it you? | Yes Couſin, (anſwered the Prince) 
doubt no longer of it, I am Oroondates. He had hardly 

ot out theſe Words, when Orontes would have caſt him- 
ſelf at his Feet; but the Prince took him faſt about the 
Middle to hinder him, and redoubled his Indearments 
with much Affection. 

Orontes received them with an humble Reſpect, and 
when he was got looſe from his Embraces, and that he was 
preparing to exprefs the Joy he ſelt for having met him, 
Oroondates drew back, and put on a more ferious Coun- 
tenance, Couſin (ſaid he) let us deter this Converſation 
which is not ſeaſonable in the condition J found you in, 
and in the preſence of this Queen with whom you have 
Matters of greater Importance. I have given theſe firſt 
Teſtimonies of my Friendſhip to your Merit, to our near 
Athnity, and to the breeding we had together, but now 
I muſt ſpeak to you as I am oblig'd by my Duty, by my 
Promiſe, and by the care J have of your Repoſe, and of 

our Honour it ſelf. This fair Queen, at my moſt hum- 
le Requeſt, will moderate for a while thoſe juſt Reſent- 
ments ſhe has againſt you, and IT will proteſt to her yet 
once again in your Preſence, that if in your 3 
ou have not been betrayed your ſelf, I cannot chooſe 
ut be your Enemy. In ſhort, Orontes, your Perfidi- 
ouſneſs ought to arm all the beſt Friends, and all the 
neareſt Kindred you have in the World, againſt you; 
and unleſs I will declare my ſelf for your Crime, I can 
= longer keep within the Terms of our ancient Friend- 
8 5 
If I loſe your Friendſhip, (reply'd Orontes briskly) the 
loſs will be more ſenſible to me, than all thoſe J have ſu- 
ſtain'd ſince that of this ungrateful Woman's Affection; 
bur tho* with it I ſhould alſo loſe my Life, which ſhe 
proſecutes with ſo much hatred, I cannot repent my ha- 
ving abandoned her, when ſhe abandon'd her ſelf fo light- 
ly as ſhe did ; and I rather think it ſtrange that you ſhould 
diſapprove my Indignation, fince (loving Vertue as you 


do) it is impoſſible you ſhould approve the Cauſe of it, 
. an 
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and that you ſhould preſerve ſo much as an eſteem of her 
whoſe Defence you undertake againſt him that has the 
Honour to be nearly ally'd to you. 1 lov'd her but too 
faithfully, and too religiouſly, and would it had pleaſed 
the Gods that the firſt Moment of my Love had been the 
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laſt Moment of my Life. I for her had loſt the remem. 
brance of all that I had formerly lov'd, and even of my 
very ſelf ; ſhe was indebted to me for her Liberty, her 
Lite, her Honour, and I ſhould no way injure Mo- 
deity, if I ſhould ſay I had deſerved her Affection; nay, 
ſhe had given it me in appearance, and when with ſome 
kind of juſtice I hoped for the utmoſt Proof of it, this 
ungrateful Woman, to the prejudice of my Services, be- 
trays her ſelf unworthily to betray me, and precipitates 
her ſelf into Diſhonour, that ſhe might precipitate me 
into Deſpair : What would ſhe therefore have of me 
now, and what is the Cauſe of that hatred which nothin 

but my Death can ſatisfy ? Did I ever trouble her in her 
new Affections? Did I oppoſe the Contentment ſhe recci- 
ved thereby, and have I ſo mortally oftended her by ſcek- 
ing that Repoſe in Baniſhment, which ſhe had robb'd me 
of for ever? She requires my Blood; Ah! I would it 
plexfed the Gods (continued he, turning toward the Queen) 
I would it pleaſed the Gods, O inhuman -Thaleſtris, that 
thou hadſt ſhed it to the very laſt drop, and that that 
were the moſt ſenſible Injury I have received from thee ; 
after my forme: Loſſes that is but little to be conſidered, 
and thou mayſt now give thy ſelf a Liberty, O barbarous 
Woman, to exerciſe thy utmoſt Cruelties, for they will 
all be gentle in compariſon of thoſe thou haſt uſed againſt 
me already, 

Orontes had not Conſtancy enough to utter theſe laſt 
Words, without letting fall a Shower of Tears, nor had 
the Queen Patience enovgh to hear them without inter- 
rupting him: Come, tell us Traitor, (cried ſhe) tell us 
what is that Cruelty, and that Infidelity I have ſhewcd 
thee ? Let theſe Princes know who hear us, and whom 
the Gods have ſent as Judges of our Differences, by which 
of my Actions have I been able to deſerve this Uſage thou 


offereſt to a Queen, who had committed no other Fault 
| but 
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but that ſhe had given thee her Heart too eaſily. Diſ- 
cover here before the Face of Heaven thoſe Shames and 
thoſe Infamies wherewith thou haſt reproached me 
both in thy Letter, and in thy Diſcourſe, and no long- 
er ſpare this Woman, who by the loſs of her Honour 
has made her ſelf unworthy of thy Affections, and 
will live no longer after the knowledge of thy Calum- 
nies. a 

It thy Deſpair (replied Orortes) proceed from the Death 
of Alexander, I proteſt to thee by all the Gods, that I con- 
tributed nothing towards it, and that if thou hadſt lain 
whole Ages in his Arms, I would never have cone to 
pull thee thence ; That gallant Journey thou tookeſt to 
him, to renew that ignominious Cuſtom thou oughteſt to 
have aboliſhed in favour of me, and to beg an inheritrix 
for thy Crown, before he had any Affection to thee ; that 
Journey I ſay, which was the Tomb of thy Reputation, 
was made too publickly to eſcape the knowledge of ſuch 
an intereſſed Lover as Orontes ; and how brave a Man ſo- 
ever that Alexander was, to whom thou madeſt that glo- 
rious Preſent, and that ſhameful Requeſt, the Greatneſs 
ot his Fortune ought not to have raiſed him in thy heart 
above Orontes : It he had ſerved thee, if he had loved 
thee, nay, it he had but ſo much as known thee, thy light- 
neſs would have been more excuſable ; if he had come to 
ſeek thee in thine own Country, if he had wooed thee, if 
he had made ſute for that he had of thee, thy Crime would 
have been leſs horrible ; but when he never ſo much as 
thought of thee, to croſs thro' ſpacious Provinces to go to 
him, to become a Petitioner, and to embrace his Knees 
to profer him that which with juſtice thou mighteſt have 
refuſed him, tho' he had ſpent his whole Lite in thy Ser- 
vice; Doſt thou believe, — that theſe are light 
Cauſes of Affliction, and inconſiderable Injurles to Oron- 
tes * He would without doubt have enlarg'd himſelf upon 
this Invective, if from the beginning Thaleſtris had not 
grown pale, and if within a while after ſhe had not fallen 
in a Swoon into Lyſimachus's Arms. 
Theſe Words of Orontes, were ſo cruel to her, that ſhe 


was not able to hear them without fainting, and the Prin- 
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with his Tears unto the very Foot. 
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ces were ſo ſenſibly troubled at it, that they could not 


but behold Orontes with an accuſing Eye. While Hyppolita 


took off her Arms, they ran to the Fountain to give her 
help, and Orontes, who as jealous and as angry as he was, 
was yet tainted with a Wound, whereot he had no hope 
he ſhould be ever cured, was ſo ſtruck at that Accident, 
that he had neither Confidence nor Strength to go nearer 
to her, but turning his Looks another way, he leaned 
his Head againſt a Tree, the Bark whereof he waſhed 
At laſt the Queen 
came to her ſelf again, and being a little recovered þ 

Hyppolita's care of her, ſhe ſought Orontes with her Eye, 
and ſpeaking with a more ſettled Tone than before, You 
had reaſon (ſaid ſhe) Orontes, you had reaſon to forſake 
me, if your Suſpicions be juſt, and after this Infamy 
you reproach me with, I am indeed unworthy both of 
your Love, and of your Eſtcem ; but if you had lov'd 
me, and it in the Converſation we had together, you 
found my Heart no way enclined to ſuch a Baſeneſs, 


you ought to have ſought for more maniteſt Proofs, be- 


fore you had come to ſuch an Extremity. I will not 
endeavour to put you out of the cruel Opinion you have 
of me, you do not deſerve that I ſhould go about to 
juſtify my felf to you, the baſeſt, and aw ungrateful 
of all Men living, neither will J invoke the Gods, or 
call the Teſtimony of Men to clear me before you; but 
for the Repoſe of my own Conſcience, and the Preſer- 
vation of my Honour, it ſuffices that there are no Wit- 
neſſes can prove my Crimes, and that my Innocence hath 


Jo many, and thoſe ſuch eminent Perſons, that their Au- 


thority may ſcttle the Belief of it through the whole 

World. 8 
Orontes half perſuaded of the Queen's Innocence, both 

by her Words and Actions, upon which he began to reflect, 


Was giving attentive Ear to her Diſcourſe, when it was 
by Plolomeus. If your Complaints againſt this 

vertuous Queen (ſaid he) have no other Reaſon than that 

you have mentioned, they are very 'unjuſt, and very ill 


interrupte 


grounded, and I (with a thouſand other Witneſſes, more 
worthy of credit than I perhaps may be in your Opinion) 
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can proteſt to you before all the Gods, that ſhe is inno- 
cent of thoſe Faults you lay upon her: If her coming ta 
our Army was ill interpreted by common Soldiers, and 
by thoſe who never came near the King's Perſon, all the 
Princes, and all the Commanders of Note, knew the 
true Cauſe of it, and can afluredly teſtify, that ſhe ne- 
ver had a Moment of private Converſation with Alexan- 
der ; during all the Day-time they never talked together, 
but in the ſight of a thouſand Perſons ; and for the Night, 
it will be eaſy for me to prove, that by reaſon of ſome 
Diffidence the King about that time had of ſome about 
kim, Hepheſtion, Perdiccas, Craterus, Leonatus, and my 
felt, lay in his Chamber every Night. This Truth is not 
unknown to any of thoſe that were with Alexander at 
that time, and becauſe you may fear that the Conſiderati- 
en I have of Ihaleſtris, might make me ſpeak an Untruth 
in her favour, ask Perdiccas or Leonatus, who are of your 
own Party, and whoſe Report cannot be ſuſpected of Par- 
tiality. | 

No Orontes, (added the Queen) ask no body concern- 
ing a thing where you no longer have any Intereſt ; live 
ſtill ju your Opinion, and Jet me alone in mine, which 
is, that no Man in the World is ſo unworthy as your ſelf 
of thoſe Favours you have received from me; I wiſh I 
could redeem them with my Blood, and tho' they never 
paſſed the Bounds of Decency, yet are they very much to 
be blamed, becauſe I granted them to ſo baſe, and ſo un- 
grateful a Man; caſt away the remembrance of them, as 
I caſt away the Thoughts of aſſaulting a Lite, which to my 
Shame was heretofore more dear to me than my own; now 
you neither deſerve my Hatred nor my Love, and my Heart 
ſhall never more be capable of any thing towards you but 
of Indifferency, or of Scorn ; you may live far from me 
in my Repoſe, which I ſhall never go to trouble, in your 
Territories, and provided I never ſee you, I ſhall fo little 
preſerve the Remembrance of you, that I ſhall ſcarce re- 
rain any Memory of having ever known you in my Lite. 
This alteration of Stile and Humour in Thaleftvis, who 
irom her firſt Violences was ſo quickly fallen into ſo great 


a Coldneſs, {truck the Prince of the Maſſagetes to the very 
| | Hearts 
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Heart, and wrought an effect upon him, which could 
not ſo ſuddenly have been hoped for; he by tHe Queen's 
Swooning had already found how deeply his Reproaches 
had touch'd her by the report of Piolomeus, the certainty 
whereof was ſo eaſily to be known of Perdiccas and Ley. 
natus, he had continued to perſuade himſelf of her Inno. 
cence, and by this ſudden Calmneſs of her Mind, which 


paſſed in a Moment from her former Impetuouſneſs, to ſo 


reat a Moderation, he conjectured the Quietneſs of her 
Conſcience. All theſe Things drew him out of his Error, 
and left him not the leaſt Suſpicion of Thaleſtris's Vertue 
He began to open his Eyes as a Perſon that 
had been long in Blindneſs, and to acknowledge with 
how much Cruelty and Injuſtice he had ſlandered that 
Princeſs; yet that Knowledge ſettled not it ſelf with any 


Joy in his Heart, but ſo violent a Griet ſucceeded his 


Jealouſy, as preſently gave Birth to none but fatal De- 
figns. What, (cried he, after a long Silence) is it true 
then that Thaleſtris is innocent, and that Orontes is a Slan- 
derer and a Traitor ? He made a ſtop at theſe Words, 
caſting a Thouſand furious Imaginations in his Head; but 


when he perceived that Thaleſtris, after having told him 


her final Reſolution, was going to take Horſe to ride a- 
way, he went toward her, croſſing his Arms upon his 
Breaſt, his Eyes fix'd upon the Ground, not daring to 
lift them up unto her Face, tho' drown'd in Tears ot Re- 
pentance, and having by a beſeeching Geſture conjured 
Oroondates to obtain him Audience but for one Minute; 
Madam, (ſaid he) I received not theſe Impreſſions which 
have been ſo deſtructive of my Repoſe, and of your Re- 
putation, till they were given me by a whole Army of 
your Women, which I commanded in Cappadocia, and 
who told me that fatal News, as an Adventure which 
you were willing to publiſh to the whole World ; it was 
confirmed to me afterwards by whole Provinces, and it 
I was not ſolicitous to get a more certain knowledge from 
Perſons better informed, 'twas becauſe I avoided all Oc- 
caſions of receiving further Confirmation of a Misſortune 


which I no longer doubted of. This Belief has made 


me commit Faults, the Stain whereof all my Blood is 
not 
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not able to waſh away; and I acknowledge now that 1 
am a thouſand times more ungrateful, and a thouſand 
times more guilty, than you can fancy me to be ; nor 
will I go about to juſtify my ſelf to you, for as J acknow- 
ledge that my Offences are beyond all Clemency, and be- 

ond all Goodneſs, I alſo am not ignorant that they re- 
quire other manner of Reparations than Words and Re- 
pentance. Only, Madam, if the remembrance of Orithia 
can yet have any Credit with you, do me the favour to 
believe, that Orcntes hath never ceaſed to love you, and 
that as much blinded, and as much beſide himſelf as he 
hath been, he hath ever burned for you, with a Fire, 
which neither his Rage nor his Jealouſy hath been able 
to extinguiſh. This is a Truth that I will ſign to you 
with all the Blood in my Veins, which with my whole 
Heart and all my Thoughts, never was, nor never can be 
any Body's but yours. I am moſt worthy both of that 
Baniſhment you ordain me, and of that Scorn you threat- 
en me withal, and I would reſolve to ſuffer both, rather 
than ever trouble your Repoſe ; but becauſe my paſt Af- 
fliftions have weakned by Courage, you will give me 
leave by one and the ſame way to free my ſelf from thoſe 
that are like to come upon me, and to ſatisfy you for the 
Crimes I have committed, I may much more handſomly 
beg your Pardon by dying, than by expreſſing my Grief 
barely in Words ; and fince it is impoſſible for me to re- 
cover in your eſteem that Innocence I have loſt, perhaps 
my Blood may obtain that of you, which can be due to 
no other effect of my Repentance. Receive this Satisfac- 
tion then, and ceaſe to hate me ; I were unjuſt if I ſhould 
ask more, and I now neither pretend to Tears of Love, 
no nor Tears of meer Compaſſion : Neither do you receive 
any new thing of me in this Life I give you, for in the 
loſs of it J only find this difference, that what in former 
times I ſhould have done out of exceſs of Love, I do now 
fr the Reparation of my Crimes. As he ended theſe 
Words, he drew his Sword, and was going to run upon 
the Point of it, if Oroondates, who ſtood cloſe by him, had 
not embraced him ſo ſtrongly, that *rwas impoſſible for 


bim to execute his deſign. Orontes ſtruggled to get out 
| of 
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of his Hands, and Thaleftris, who began to be touched 
with theſe Marks of his Repentance, was willing to draw 
him out of his Deſpair, but yet without engaging her 
ſelf to pardon him; It I had deſired your Death, (ſaid 
ſhe) I would not have given over my Purpoſe of killing 
you ; that Puniſhment 1s too ſhort tor the Expiation of 

our Offences : Live therefore, and inſtruct your ſelf 

tter touching my Life than you have done hitherto ; 
but abſent your ſelf from this ignominious Thaleftris, 
who has made her ſelf unworthy of you by her light 
and infamous Actions. She had no ſooner ſpoke theſe 
Words but ſhe got haſtily on Horſeback, and without 
giving ear to the Entreaties of Oro-ndates and Lyſimachus, 
gallop'd full ſpeed toward the Camp, and was got out of 
their ſight in a Moment. The ſorrowful Orontes looked 
after her as long as he could poſlibly ſee her, and when 
he could no longer do fo, he turned towards Orvondates 
to bid him farewel. Orcondates, who loved him dearly, 
and who had not ſcen him of many Years, would not let 
kim go, and promiſed to make his Peace it he would bur 


come along with him to the Camp. But Orontes, incrc- 


dulous of his Promiſes, and a religious Obſerver ot thc 

ieen's Commands, would not ſufter himſelf to be per- 
ſuaded, and perſiſted fo obſtinately in his Deſign, that 
Oroondates, not being able to with-hold him, was con- 
ſtrained to let him take his Liberty, after having made 
him give his Word and Oath that he would not attempt 
any thing againſt his Life; and then Orontes, without 


ſtaying a Minute longer, or ſuffering the leaſt Converſa- 


tion, took his leave with a Face in which his Deſpair 
was naturally repreſented, and catching his Horſe that fed 
at liberty, after he had tyed and mended the Reins of hi; 


Bridle as well as he could, he got up, and departing al! 


on a ſudden, yaniſh'd from the Princes like a Flaſh of 
Lightning. | 

Oroondates ſceing that End of this Adventure, whereof 
he had hoped for a more happy Succeſs, was exceedingly 
troublcd at it; He often was upon the Point of running 


after Orontes, but the remembrance of his own Mistoi- 


tunes ſuſpended theſe Motions of his Charity, and the 
5 Violence 
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Violence of his Paſſions, join'd to the urgent Neceſſity 
of his Affairs, would not ſuffer him to abandon the Inte- 
reſts of his Love, of his Honour, and of his Revenge; 
all that he could do in favour of his Kinſman was, to 
reſolve to labour for his Re-eſtabliſhment with Thale ſtris, 
and to go away inſtantly with an intention to ſollicit her 
with all Earneitneſs for his Pardon. Lyſimachus and Pio- 
Jomeus approved his Reſolution, and determin'd to ſecond 
him in it wich their utmoſt Power; Being all three got 
on Horſeback, they took the way that Jed back to the 
Camp, and not haying far thither they arrived there 
within a little while, and went to alight at Orocadates's 
Tent. 

The fair Princeſs Berenice followed by a great Troop 
of Ladies was come thither already „and Thaleſtris who 
had heard of her being return'd, was run thither with 
ſuch a Joy, as ſecm'd to have baniſh'd part of her Afflic- 
tions out of her Remembrance. Theſe two great Ladics, 
when the Princes came in to them, were employ” d in mu- 
tual Endearments, and in giving each other Proots of a 
moſt ardent Friendſhip. 

Oroondates was not a little ſurprized at the Encounter 
of his Siſter, and his Love broke forth into all the EA. 
preſſions ſhe could deſire of it, he held her a long time 
in his Arms, and the moſt ſweet and tender Marks of an 
Affection of that Nature appeared in them both even to 
exceſs. 

| Deareſt Siſter, (ſaid he, embracing her, and bedew- 

her Face with Tears ot Joy, which he mingled with 
hoſe ſhe ſhed) have we recovered you then ? Yew | 
ice the Gods are as exact in performing their Promiſes, 
as you were cruel in leaving me when I was in 
ſuch a Condition as would not ſufter mc to follow 
ou. 

Sir, (replied the Princeſs) when I went away from 
you, I meant to have ſtaid but a very little while, and 
if I had not loſt my Liberty, you had ſcen me again with- 
in an hour after my Departure; yet the Cauſe thereof 
was ſo juſt, that you will calily pardon me when I have 
told it you. 
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I complain'd of it for no other Reaſon (ſaid the Prince) 


but for the fear and trouble J ſuffer d by your Abſence. 


This fair Queen (purſued he, ſhewing her Thaleſtris) bore 
a great ſhare with me in my Sorrow for your Loſs, and 
ran after you with a great deal of Aſtection, to lend you 
that Aſliſtance which you could not hope for from your 


Brother. 1 
Theſe Words made the two Princeſſes begin their 


Kindneſſes afreih, but they were interrupted by Tyſima- 


chus and Pioloni eus, who after they had a while admircd 
the excellent Beauty of Berenice, made their Addreſſes to 
her, and ſaluted her with much Reſpect. Oroondates ha- 
ving made theſe two Princes known to his Siſter, ſhe 
repay'd their Civilities with a Grace that hath nothing 
common, and preſently after they retired to their Tents, 
to leave her the liberty of diſcourling with her Brother in 
particular ; the Ladies that had accompanied her, return- 
ed, with the fame intent, to Iblemon's Houſe, and only 
Thaleftis and Hippolita ſtaid with her in Oroondates's Tent. 
"The Prince having cauſed himſelf to be diſarm'd, receiv'd 
new Embraces from his Siſter, and enquiring what had 
befallen her ſince her Departure, It is not fit (ſaid ſhe) 
you ſhould know my laſt Adventures, before you have 
learned my firft, eſpecially ſeeing they have ſome depen- 
dance on them, and ſince I muſt give you an account of 
thoſe Accidents of my Life, whereof you arc ignorant, 
and which are of much greater Conſequence than the laſt, 
cis beſt for me to relate them according to the Order ot 
Time wherein they happen'd to me; this Reaſon makes 
me forbear the telling of you thoſe things at firſt, the re- 
cital whercof muſt needs ſurprize you, and that Surp1ize 
will be no way the leſs pleaſing by making them known 
to you in their due place, in the Story of my Life. Oro- 
ondates and the Amazon Queen were equally ſatisfied with 
this Motion, and ſince they had ardently deſired the con- 
tinuation of Berenices Recital, the beginning whereot 
had been interrupted, they prepared themſelves to hear- 
ken to her with a marvellous Attention. Siſter, (ſaid 
the Prince) you prevent the Requeſt I was about to make 
to you; I allure my ſelf it will not be tedious to this fair 


Queen, 
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Qucen, and I have fo great an Intereſt in your Affairs, 
that it is not juſt IJ ſhould be ignorant of them any lon- 
er. At theſe Words they ſate down all three upon a 
Bed, and the Princeſs of Scythia, after having thought 
a while of what ſhe had to ſay, and endeavoured with 
her Hand to cover a little Bluſhing that came up into 
ber Face, began her Diſcourſe in theſe Terms, 
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The Continuation of the Hiſtory of 
BERENICE. 


N the firſt Actions of my Life, which! recounted to | 

you, when I began my Diſcourſe before, perhaps you | 
tound nothing criminal ; but in theſe which I now am | 
going to tel] you, you will find ſomething not altogether | 
ſo innocent, and *tis that Confeſſion I muſt make, which 
calls Bluſhes into my Checks, and which ſtrikes me in- 
deed with ſome Shame and Confuſion; not but that with 
a little Indulgence they may be excuſed, nor are they lo | 
Black as to give you an Occaſion, Brother, to diſown me, 
nor you, fair Queen, to repeat of that Affection wherc- 
with you have honour'd me. 

I have already acquainted you with the beginning of Squa 
the King my Father's Love to the Princeſs Stratonice, and to the 
of the Perſecutions I ſuftcred from troubleſome Arſacomes: © them 
I believe you have not forgot the Condition I left them ſnatc} 
in, nor that wherein I was my felt, by the Vexat ion I} carric 


received from that inſolent Prince af the Jedons. The Eloqu 
Brother and the Siſter had made a very uncqual Progrels and ha 
in their Deſigns, and the Empire Stratonice had obtain'l into tt 
over the King was not much leſs than my Averſion to he Succe 
Brother. | Victor 
We were upon theſe Terms, and liv'd with very dif} import 
ferent Hopes and Intentions, When the Nomades and th was i; 
Hyleans having taken up Arms upon ſome ſleight Pretenffſ was e 
ces, roſe up in Rebellion againſt the King, flew all theifff mand 


Governo 


. 


n 
l 
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Governors, and arming all their Forces broke out 1nto an 
open War, and into the utmoſt Extremities. The King 
who deſired to ſtifle thoſe Diſorders in their Birth, ſent 
Theodates, Prince of the Sarmates, againſt them with an 
Army of thirty thouſand Men, judging that Strength ſut- 
ficient to ſtop thoſe Proceedings, and chaſtiſe their Te- 
merity ; having a perfect kuowledge of. Theodates's Va- 
lour, Prudence and Fidelity. Nor was he deceived in 
his Opinion, for within a thort time after his Departure 
he received News of the beginnings of his Progreſs, which 
certified him that in many Encounters the Rebels had 
all manner of Diſadvantages, and Ewas not long betore 
he heard that they were abſclutely defeated in a pitch d 
Battle, and that the Army being victorious, had laid 
Siege already to ſome of their Towns ; but in the Re- 
porr of theſe things which came to Court, they much ex- 
toll'd a certain Stranger, who having ingaged himſelf 1 n 
that ſervice out of Affection to Theodates, had ſhewn Proofs 
of an admirable Valour, and had with his ſingle Perſon 
contributed more to our Succeſles, than whole Troops 
join'd rogether. Theodates writ of him to the King with 
ſuch Praiſes, as raiſed that Man above Humanity, and 
his Character of him was confirmed by ſome Eye-Witneſ- 
ſes, who gain'd him a wondrous high place in the King's 
Eſteem. They told how in the Battel he had twice 
fav'd Theodates's Lite, and that having ſeen ſome of our 
Squadrons give ground, which Example ſtruck a fear in- 
to thoſe that follow'd them, and was like to have put 
them in a general Rout, he ran to the head of them, and 
ſnatching the foremoſt Standard out of his Hand that 
carried ir, ſpake to thoſe affrighted Troops with fo much 
Eloquence and Efficacy, that he got them to make a ſtand, 
and having re- encouraged them a little, charg'd headlong 
into the midſt of their Enemies, with ſo great Valour and 
Succeſs, that he chang'd their Fortune, and brought rhe 
Victory alone to that "fide of the Bartel. Ther after hat 
important Day, Theodates acknowleuging how much he 
was indebtcd to him, and how great ſervi-c ſoch a Man 
was capable to do his Maſter, h had given hin © 
mand of ſome of his Fo: x which was voud c : 
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Death of one of the Principal Officers. That within 
Tome Days after, being gone with thoſe Men to view a 
place of the Enemies, he had found it in an ill conditi. 
on to make Detence, and that laying hold of that Op- 
portunity, with as much Prudence as Courage, he had 
ſtorm'd and taken it by force with a very inconſidera- 

ic Loſs ; that by theſe Actions, and ſome others of 
this Nature, he had won ſuch a Reputation among the 
Soldiers, that they called every Day for new Occaſi- 
ons to fight, provided they might be led on by arſa- 
ces. 

At this Name of Arſaces, Oroondates ſigh'd and chan- 
ged Colour, but would not interrupt his Siſter's Narra. 
tions, which ſne proſecuted in theſe Words. 

That War was ended in a ſhort time with an entire 
Glory to Theodates, and thoſe that had accompanied him, 
but the Valour of Ar/aces had haſten'd the end of it with 
all the Succeſs that could be deſired, and we heard that 
the valiant Stranger, having received eight thouſand Horſe 
from Necdates, had aſſaulted the Relicks of the Enemies 
Armies, near the Lake of Brges, and had cut them in pie- 
ces with a general Defeat, and with a moderate loſs on 
his ide. This Fame of that Stranger's Actions made the 
King extreamly deſirous to ſee him, and to tie him to his 
Service by Rewards equal to his Deſerts ; the whole 
Court longed not much leſs to have a fight of him, and 
we were all ſatisfied quickly after, when Ibecdates, ha- 
ving ſettled thoſe Provinces in good Order, returncd to 
Iſſedon, by the King's Commands, and brought along 
with him that gallant Man, who was ſo much deſired, 
and whoſe Fame had already produced very different Ef- 
fects in the Court. I was with the King when Theodates 
came to kiſs his Hands, and after that he had ſhewed him 
ſuch Favours as were due to his Quality, and the Merit 
of thoſe Services he had newly done, Theodates preſented 
Arſaces to him. I had caſt mine Eyes upon him as ſoon 
as he was come into the Room, and quickly found cauſe 
enough in his Perſon to fix them there without looking 
upon other Objects; I confeſs I was ſurprized at his 
graceful Faſhion, and that if the Idea of the Prince my 

| - Brothcr 
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Brother had not been preſent to my Remembrance, I ſhould 
have believed I had never ſeen any body in the world 
that could diſpute that Advantage with him. HisStature 
was little different from yours, and in the Garb and Li- 
berty of your Bodies there was a great Reſemblance ; he 
was a little browner than our Scy/h;ans, who by reaſon 
of the Coldneſs of the Climate, are fairer than other Men, 
yet had he a freſh ſmooth Complexion, all the Lineaments 
of his Face were marvellouſly well proportion'd, his Eyes 
ſparkling, yet full of Sweetneſs; his Hair black, natural- 
ly curled, and falling in great Rings upon his Shoulders, 
his Aſpect noble and full of majeſty, and all rhe Motions 
of his Body had an extraordinary Comelineſs. He was 
then hardly twenty Years old, and 'twas that early Youth 
that wrought an Admiration in all thoſe that knew his 
Prudence, and that had ſcen him lead Men ro fight with 
ſuch an Experience as had not yet been found amongſt 
the oldeſt Commanders, I know not whether this little 
Deſcription will make me to be ſuſpected of any thing, 
but I am ſure that before the End of my Diſcourſe, you 
will confeſs this Report of Ar/azes may be made by the 
moſt indifferent Perſons. The King, Who was already 
prepoſſed with an exccecing high Opinion of him, beheld 
him with Admiration, and having given his Eyes liberty 
to view a Perſon ſo exactly handſom, while Arſaces kiſs d 
his Hands with much Reſpect, he embraced him with a 
Kindneſs far above what a Stranger, as he was, could. 
probably have hoped for. When by moſt obliging Words 
he had teſtified the Knowledge he had ot his Vertue, and 
the eſteem he had of his Perſon, he asked him touching 
his Country and his Fortune, and then Arſaces, aſter ha- 
ving pauſed a little to conſult with his Modeſty, * Sir, 
© ({aid he) I was born in Bactria, which is now under 
© the Dominion of the Perſians ; my Parents were of rea- 
© ſonable good Birth, but ] lett them as ſoon as I was a- 
© ble to ride on Horſeback, and ſeeking Glory in the 
© Wars and in Foreign Parts ; I have hitherto made thoſe 
© places my Country, where I believed I might beſt find 
© it ; Prince Theodates's Goodneſs ſtaid me in your Maje- 
a ſty's Service, and the Knowledge I ſince have had of 
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the Honour it is to ſerve you, hath engaged me yet 
© more powertully in it, You could not have light into 
© any Country (replied the King) where your Vertue ſhould 
© have been more cheriſhed and valued than amongſt 
© us : You have already found that Glory you ſeek for, 
and with it a Prince who will always be ready to ac- 
© knowledge the Greatneſs of your Deſerts, and the im- 
© portant Services you have done him.“ Ar/aces made an 
Anſwer full of Submiſſion and Modeſty, and the King 
eiving him occaſion to ſpeak, gave him alſo an Opportu. 
nity to let the Company fee the Quickneſs of his Wit, 
and the Grace wherewith he expreſſed himſelf. 
not the Scythian Tongue perfectly, but ſo well that there 
Was nothing harſh in his Pronunciation, and was fo rea- 
dy in the Greek, and many other Languages which are in 
uſe amongſt us, that his Converſation was marvellouf] 
pleaſing. From that day the King began to be very libe— 
ral to him, and gave him Penſions able to maintain him 
in handſom Equipage ; he received them without either 
Greedineſs or Diſdain, and if his growing Fortune met 
ſome that envied it at firſt, his Vertue ſuffered them not 
to do ſo long. Indeed he had not been many Months in 
Court, but he was both the Admiration and Delight of 
it, and his excellent Qualities in a ſhort time won him 
the Love even of the rougheſt Natures. All the World 
was raviſh'd with the Gracefulneſs of his Behaviour, all 


the World was charm'd with the Sweetneſs of his Wit 


and Converſation, all hearkned, as to ſo many Prodigies, 
when there was any Story of his warlike Actions told by 
thoſe that had ſeen him do them, and generally every one 
conſidered as Wonders the Marks that appeared in him 
every Day, of the Greatnefs of his Courage, of his Good- 
neſs, and of his natural Generoſity. He was quickly in 
a condition to ſhew them; for the King, who looked 
upon him, and admired him as the reſt, became in 
love with his Vertue, and deſired to tie him to his Ser- 
vice by all manner of Obligations ; he obſerv'd ſomething 
in his Face, and in all his Actions, that was ſo great, 
and ſo far above other Men, that he felt himſelf forc'd 
by unknown Reaſons to ſet an extraordinary Value on 

g a him ; 


He ſpoke 
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him; and indeed he in ſhort time raiſed him to ſuch Em- 
ployments and Offices, as others could neither obtain by 
Birth, nor by long Services, without a great deal of Dif- 
ficulty. | 
Arſaces abaſed not this good Fortune; and thoſe Dig- 
nities to which he ſaw himſelf called without ſuing for 
them, puffed him not up, nor made him prouder than be- 
fore : On the contrary, his Humour ſeem'd to be more 
ſociable, he ſerved all thoſe with freeneſs and humble- 
neſs that ſtood in any need of his Power and Credit, and 
ran to meet thoſe Occaſions they had to make uſe of. him 
with ſuch an eager Deſire to effect them, as made the Ob- 
ligation a thouſand times the more conſiderable ; his Libe- 
rality was boundleſs, and being far from enriching him- 
ſelf with what the King gave him, he diſtributed it ſo- 
profuſely, that his Friends blamed him for it, and the 
King himfelf was fain to complain of the Contempt he 
thew'd of his Preſents, and of the little care he took tos 
keep what came from him. . | 
This Reproach couid not moderate Arſaces's Liberali- 
ty, but it made him more circumſpect in husbanding his 


Fayour, and in avoiding Noiſe or Oſtentation in his 


Bounty. Tho' none of his Actions were guilty of the 
teaſt Blemiſh of Pride, yet as humble and ſubmiſſive as 
he was to others, he could never bend his Mind to make 
any Applications to Arſacomes, who at that time, next to 
the King, was moſt conſidered of any Man in the King- 
dom, and who was ina condition to build what Fortunes 
he pleaſed, and to overthrow thoſe which were not yet 
well confirmed, and but beginning to be eſtabliſhed, as 
that of Arſaces. Not but that Arſaces paid him ctvilly 
whatſoever he thought due to a Man that was eſteemed 
by the King, and that was Ar/acomes's Quality, but he 
could not conſider him, as did thoſe Slaves of Favour, 
who having any Aim very diſtant, and Thoughts: very» 
different from his, ſought their Advancement of him by- 
baſe ſervile Compliances, to which he would. never ſtoop ; 
and beſides theſe Reaſons, he had particular and more. 
powerful Ones, which oppoſed his giving him that Ob- 
\rvance he expected from - others. Arſacomes, who ſaw: 
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that Scorn in him, and who beſides feared leſt that bud- 
ding Fortune ſhould at laſt o'er-top his, and become 
powerful enough to ruin it, ſtrove to hinder its Growth, 
and often told the King, that it was ſomething dangerous 
ſo ſuddenly to raiſe a Stranger, a Man unknown, and 
one born in the Enemies Territories. But the King, 
who knew Arſacomes's Drift, and who (bating his love) 
had not many 
Diſcourſe, and finding every day more and more how 
wortby Arſaces was of his Favour, and with what Mo- 
deſty and Generoſity he uſed ir, inſtead of ſuffering it to 
be diminiſh'd, did inviſibly augment it. And truly, 
except ſuch as were intereſied, there were few to whom 
it gave not a particular Satisfaction, and who confeſſed 
not that the King could hardly make a more juſt, nor a 
more judicious Choice: For mine own part, I cannot 
deny but that it contented me extreamly, and with me I 
dare ſay all the Ladies of the Court, whom he had ſtrong- 
Jy 3 by his comely Behaviour, by his taking Wit, 
and by his ſweet obliging Humour. All theſe good 
Qualities, and a thouſand others, which he advantage- 
oully poſſeſſed, (joined to the King's Eſteem, who deſired 
that every body ſhould uſe him according to his Examplc) 
made him be well received amongſt us, and ſew Days 
ſſed but he came to viſit us, either with the King, or 
with Prince Carthafis our Uncle, or elſe with I ecdates. 
He was in my Chamber one day with II codates, and I had 
no body with me but Cena, and ſome other of my Maids, 
when after a very pleaſing Entertainment, Theodates told 
me, that he ſung very well, and play'd upon the Lyre 
with a great deal of Skill. 

J commanded preſently that they ſhonld fetch one 
which was in my Chamber, and cauſing it to be preſent- 
ed to him, I ſo carnefily entreated him to play and ſing, 
that tho' he had a mind to excuſe it, and that that Re- 
queſt made him Bluſh, yet could he not poſſibly deny me 
that Satisfaction; he took the Lyre with a low Obey- 
fance, and tuning it to his Voice, fung ſo paſhonate an 
Air, and accompanied his Words, which were extream- 


ly amorous, with ſo moving a Geſture, that twas impoſ- 


ble 


Weakneſſes, made no reckoning of that 
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ſible to hear him and not be touch'd with it. He ſome- 
times fix d his Eyes upon my. Face, with Looks viſibly 
enflam' d; but as ſoon as he perceived that I heedtully 
obſerved him, he let them fall to the Ground, changing 
Colour in ſuch a manner, that it was eaſy to diſcern he 
was poſſeſſed with ſome ſtrong Paſſion. Aſter he had 
made an end of ſinging, with a Grace that was nothin 
common, and that we had given him the Praiſes which 
were due, both to what he held from Nature, and to 
what Art had added, I was willing to draw ſome occa- 
hon from his ſinging to make him diſcourſe, and remem- 
bring the paſſionate Words of his Song, and the Geſture 
wherewith he had put life iuto them; © Arſaces, (ſaid I) 
© you perform all things with a marvellous Advantage, 
but you will give us leave to ſay, that all our Qpini- 
© ons are falſe, it you be exempt of chat Paſſion you ex- 
© preſs ſo well.“ Arſaces, as it he had been ſurprized at 
this Diſcourſe, caſt down his Eyes without making any 
Reply to theſe firſt Words, and ſeeing him fo filent, Ar- 
faces (continued I) is it poſſible that you are in love? 
Altho' Arſaces ſeem'd to be in ſome Confuſion, yet did 
he lift up his Head, and looking upon me with an un- 
confident Action; © But, Madam, (faid he) could you 
© think it poſſible that Arſaces ſhould have lived ſo long, 
© and ſeen ſo much, and have lov'd nothing? Your 
Years are fo few, (anſwered I) that no body will think 
it ſtrange you ſhould have paſſed them without loving; 
and beſides, I believed your Affection to the War had 
been predominant over all others, and that a Perſon bred 
up in martial Thoughts and Em ployments, had not had 
any Inclination to thoſe of Love. My Affection to the 
War (replied Arfaces) is but very moderate, and I ſhould 
ſay I love it not at all, if it had not furniſh'd me with 
Occaſions to do the Kinz ſome petty Services, and given 
me a Means to attain this Fortune to which he out of his 
Goodneſs has raiſed me; and beſides, Madam, I never 
believed that Mars and Cupid were incompatible, nor but 
that even Perſons who have grown old in Arms, might 
in a Moment loſe that Liberty which they had preferved 


all their Life before, By this Reaſon, Madam, it comes to 
_ 
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paſs, that the condition of my Life is very different from 
what your Highneſs imagined it to be, and thar I am ve- 
ry far from that Tranquility which they may live in, who 
are inſenſible of that imperious Paſſion. Arſaces brought 
forth theſe Words with a ſigh or two, which made me 
believe ſome part of what he ſaid, and being willing to 
enlarge our Converſat ion upon that Subject, and to make 


him talk a little more; If you poſſeſs not that Tranqui- 


lity, (faid I) which you ſeem to envy, you ought at leaſt 


to have hopes, which may ſweeten the miſery of your 


Condition, ſince you have ſuch Qualities as may encou- 
rage you to expect an advantageous Succeſs in your Paſli- 
on; there are but few Perſons like Arſaces, and it his 
hope be regulated by his Merit, there is no Fortune to 
which he may not lawfully pretend. I ſaid this to him 
with a great deal of Innocence, being ignorant, as I was, 


of his Intentions, and of the Advantage he might draw 


from thence, and he replied with a little more Aſſurance 
than before; This Judgment of your Highneſs would be 
too glorious for poor Arſaces, if it could he drawn from. 
the Knowledge he hath of himſelf, and could keep him 
from diſcerning your Juſtice from your Goodneſs ; I am 
lar from that Merit, and from thoſe unjuſt Hopes; but 
it the Gods had given me all the Excellencies a Man can 
deſire, I would bound all my Pretenſions within the Glo- 
ry which I reap by my Paſlion ; it is ſo great, that it 
ſuffers me not to bewail the loſs of my Repoſe, and my 


Thoughts are raiſed ſo high, that never Man had a more 


ambitious Aim, nor ever ſigh'd for a more accompliſhed 


Object. | Þ 
I love, fince you are pleafed J ſhould confeſs it, but I 


love with ſo perfect a Knowledge of the Party whom I 
love, that I limit all my Deſires, and all my Hopes, in 


the mere Satisfaction of m_ her; *tis the moſt noble 


End my Mind can ever propoſe unto itſelf, and fo far am 


J from finding any Miſery in my Condition that I conſider 
all manner of Pains as the glarious Marks of the higheſt 
Fortune a Man can aſpire to. If you love with ſo great 


a Reſignation (replied I) and if you give ſuch ſtrict Li- 


mits to your AﬀeRions, you are not of their Opinion who 


hold, 


tain] 
the 
led g 
and! 
lurel 
I ma 
derec 
our 1 
{clf, 

Arx 
that 
heark 


came 
ſecom 
While 
trom 


Book VI. CASSANDRA 30g 


hold, that Love is a Deſire, and who propoſing to them- 
ſelves an End very different from that Satisfaction you 
find in yours, turn it into pure Intereſt, They that be- 
lieve that Love is a Deſire, (anſwered Arſaces) did never 
know its Nature well, or elſe were willing to diſguiſe 
it, thereby to cover leſs noble and lefs reaſonable Paſſi- 
ons, and if you will give me leave, Madam, to declare 
my Senſe touching the Definition of Love, I ſhall take 
the liberty to tell you, that I always thought Love to be 
a Propenſion of our Souls, or an inward Motion, which 
makes us encline rather toward one Subje& than toward 
another, and on this manner I hold it may be produced 
by the firſt Operation of the Underſtanding alone, with- 
out help of the Judgment or Diſcourſe, and that conſider- 
ing it in the Abſtract nakedly, and in it ſelf, it differs 
from Deſire, as the Cauſe does from the Effect; not bur 
that Deſire may take Birth aſter Love, or to ſay better, 
take Birth from Love, but that Production is a Mark of 
their eflential Difference, and that Deſire being born of 
Love, is indeed an Effect of Love, and not Love it ſelf. 
We love a thing becauſe tis beautiful, and afterwards 
we deſire it becauſe we love it; before the Birth of De- 
fire, Love had ſubſiſted without it, and by many Accidents 
Deſire may die without Loves being extinguiſh'd, Cer- 
tainly they that confound theſe two Paſſions, deprive 
the firſt of part of its Nobleneſs, and form a Know- 
ledge of it to themſelves, which is much more grofs 
and material than its Nature. Love is a Paſlian abſo- 
lurely pure, looſened from all Thoughts of Intereſt, and 
I may truly proteſt to you, that in mine, I never conſi- 
dered any thing but the Nobleneſs of that I love, with- 
out making ſo much as a light Reflection upon my 
ſelt. | 

Arſaces diſcourſed on this manner with ſuch a Grace, 
that our Ears were chained to his Words, and we were 
hearkning to him with great Attention, when the King! 
came into my Chamber, followed by Prince Carthaſis, Ar- 
ſ:comes, and others. Arſacomes had not viſited megof a good 
while, and I began to hope that the Uſage he had found 
from me would take him off from his Affection, bur 1 
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was deceived in that Expectation, and that very Day he let 
me ſee, that he was neither fuller of Reſpect, nor more 
deſirous to pleaſe me than before. The Contiauance of 
the King's Paſſions to his Siſter, and of his Favour to 
him, had made him ſo proud, that he no longer cared to 
keep the World from knowing the Deſign he had upon 


me, and the King had fo utterly ſubjetied himſelf to | 
Stratonice, that he had not retained any Command at 


all over Arſacomes, and ſuffered that inſolent Man to 


make a Vanity of his Paſſion without puniſhing him for 


IT, 


tion from the Prince our Uncle, the Princeſs Theomiris his 
Daughter, CyZenia, and ſome other of my moſt truſty 
Maids : — even the plcaling Converſation of Arſaces, 
was not ſometimes unproficable to charm part of my Dif. 
contents; there was a Sweetneſs in it, which that of o- 
ther Perſons had not, and he expreſſed himſelf ſo hand- 
ſomly, and with ſo much Eloquence, that 'twas impoſſi- 
ble to leave his company willingly ; he was not ignorant 
how I was perſecuted by Ar/acomes, that was already be- 
come the common Subject of Diſcourſe all over the 
Court, and Ar/aces reſented it in a very different man- 
ner, from all thoſe other Perſons whom Arſacomes's For- 
tune would not ſuffer to diſapprove his Actions; but 
at firſt I aſcribed the Trouble he ſhew'd at it on- 
ly to his Complaiſance, and to his Compaſſion of 
me. 

In the interim we began to perceive, that ſince the 
time he had frequented our Company, he had lot part of 
his lively Humour, not but that he ſtrove with much com- 
pliance to accommodate it to ours, and did all he could 
to hide his inward Diſquiet by an ontward Tranquility; 
yet thro' all that Conſtraint we could obferve a Melan- 
choly that was not Natural, the Cauſe whereof, conſi- 
dering the ſtare of his Fortune, and the Reafon he had 
to be ſatisfied with his Condition, we were not able to 
imagine to be other than that Love he had complained of 
to us. In ſhort, we were then confirmed in a Belief that 


he had ſpoken in good Earneſt, and did our Endeavonrs 
to 


In the Sorrow it brought upon me, I ſought Conſola- | 


* 
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to learn the Truth of it. We had not taken Notice, that 
among all the Ladies of the Court he had applied himſelf 
particularly to any one, and altho' we obſery d him with 
ſome care, we could diſcover nothing but a general Civi- 
lity and equal Reſpect to all. I ſtill was telling him of 
that change of his Humour, and upon that Diſcourſe he 
would preſently ſtrive to fetch a Pleaſingneſs into his 
Face, and to diſperſe the Clouds of his Melancholy, but 
within a while aſter we ſaw him fall into it again with 
ſuch ſettled Muſings, that we were hardly able to put 
him out of them. We were one day in the King's Cham- 
ber, where ſeeing him withdraw from the Company and 
retire to a Window, from whence he darted fiery Glan- 
ces at us, my Coulin the Princeſs Theomiris and I went 
toward him ; he would have gone away to leave the 
place to us, believing that we came to the Window to 
have the Proſpect of the Gardens which are below it; 
but I detained him by the Arm, and making him ſtay 
where he was, © Arſaces, Arſaces, (ſaid I) if you continue 
© in this penſive Humour which of late has ſeized you, 
© you will at laſt force us to think you are touch'd in 
good earneſt with that Paſſion you can fo well diſ- 

© courſe of. | 
Theſe Words made Arſaces caſt down his Eyes, but 
preſently after he raiſed them up again, and fixing them 
upon my Face, with a timorous Action, and with a Sigh 
which he could not poſſibly retain; It is but too true, 
© Madam, (replied he) that I am mortally wounded with - 
© it, and that my Eyes have done me the worſt Office 1 
© can ever receive from them. I burn indeed with a 
© Fire which never will be extinguiſhed while I live; 
© but if my Paſſion were a Deſire, it would certainly die 
© for want of hope, which is its ordinary Nouriſnment; 
© I love not only without being lov'd, not only without 
© hope of being lov'd, but even without daring to deſire 
© it, and there is fo great a Diſproport ion between miſe- 
© rable Arſaces, and the Divinity to which he does ad- 
© dreſs his Thoughts, that he neither pretends to any Re- 
© compence for his Paſſion, no nor ſo much as to have her 
© know it. You keep your ſelf within the Limits of a 
7 © perfe& 
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perfect Modeſty, (ſaid the Princeſs Theomiris) but they 
© that know your Worth do not perhaps reſtrain your 
* Hopes within ſuch narrow Bounds as you preſcribe 
them. My higheſt Hope (anſwered Arſaces) is to die 
© for the Perſon whom I love, without giving her any 
© occalion to complain of my Temerity, and to accuſe 

that Paſſion for want of Reſpect, whereof it laid the 
© firſt Foundation. Is it true then (demanded I) that ſhe 
© you ligh for is ignorant of your Love, and that you nei- 
© ther by your Diſcourſe, nor by your Actions, have ever 
given her any knowledge of it? | 5 

© I know not (replied he) whether my Actions or my 
© Countenance have betray'd that filence which I have 
© impoſed upon my Mouth, but it I have any Power ©. 
© yer either, ſhe is ignorant of it, and ſhall be ſo long 
© as ſhe lives: In this Ignorance ſhe fees me, ſhe ſuf- 
© fers me, and ſhews ſuch Goodneſs rowards me, as 
© ought to be envied by thoſe that are moſt happy; bur 
© after the knowledge of my Preſumption, an eternal 
© Exile would be the lighteſt Puniſhment ſne would in- 
© flict upon fuch a miferable Man, ſuch an unknown 
© Wanderer as Arſaces; the Gods forbid I ſhould exaſ- 
< perate her by a criminal Declaration, and that I ſhould 
c provoke Thunders and Lightning utterly to conſume 
© him, who is but too much inflamed already.” Arſaces 
perhaps would have ſaid more, if the King had not come 
to join diſcourſe with us; but we often fell upon the 
ſame Subject afterward, and ſtill found 1 in his ſi- 
lence, and in the Terms of his uſual Modeſty. 

In the mean time the King's Paſſion for Stratonice was 
riſen to ſo high a degree, that it was neceſſary to come 
to Extremities, and one day the King having preſſed 
her exceedingly to give ſome Proofs of her Affection, that 
ambitious Woman, who knew how abſolate ſhe was o- 
ver his Heart, reſolved to make uit of all her Power, 
and after having a while reſiſted his Solicitations ; Sir, 
(aid ſhe at laſt) never hope for any thing from Stratenice 
but by lawful ways, and if you love her, do you your 
felf ſhew her the utmoſt Marks of your Affection, or 
Ile ceaſe to injure Her Reputation by a ſure, the Deſigns 

7 | ; u hereot 
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whereof are unknown. Theſe Words did not ſurprize 
the King, who had ever expected them, but yet they 
troubled him, and for ſome Days kept him melancholy 
and unreſoly'd ; 'twas hard for him to diſpoſe himſelf to 
that Marriage, but harder to leave Stratonice, and he lo- 
ved her with too real an Affection to uſe any manner of 
Violence againſt her. Two Conſiderations oppoſed the 
Deſign of this Marriage, that of the Incquality of their 
Conditions, and that of the Prince my Brother, whom 
he did believe he ſhould prejudice by that Match; but 
the force of his Love, and the Perſwaſions of his Flatter- 
ers, conquered theſe two Dithculties. Stratonice is my 
Subject, (ſaid he) yet nevertheleſs ſhe is a Princeſs, and 
it I find not thoſe Advantages which arc commonly fought 
for in Alliances, at leaſt I ſhall find no Shame by it; a 
Wife of interior Quality can take away nothing from 
mine, and 'tis not without Example in this Empire, nor 
in thoſe of my Neighbours. As for Oroondates's Intereſt, 
that ought not to dilluade me ; for it he be dead, as his 
Jong Abſence makes me fear, no body ought to count it 
ſtrange that I think of giving an Heir of mine own 
Blood unto my Kingdom, which would fall into another 
Family ; and if he be alive, he is an ingrateful Son in 
having forſaken me, without leave, in my Foreign and 
Domeſtick Wars, and in not coming back to me when the 
Neceſlity of my Affairs conſtrain'd me to beg the aſſiſtance 
of all my Friends. By theſe kind of 'Thoughts he over- 
came all the Obſtacles that oppoſed his Intentions, and 
having nothing more to contend withal, he told Stratonice 
he was ready to give her that Proof ſhe deſired of his 
Affection. 

This News was preſently known over all the Court, 
and the King having publiſh'd ir himſelf, and propoſed 
to his Council thoſe Reaſons that moved him to that 
Marriage, every body began to prepare for it, but with 
very different Thoughts. Tf Stratonice, and proud Arſa- 
comes, were in the height of their Felicities, Berenice on 
the contrary was overwhelm'd in Grief ; I had many 
Reaſons to be ſo, which are too apparent not to be known 


to you, and my Conſolation was, that my Reſentments 
| : were 
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were approved by all thoſe that were not intereſſed for 
Arſacomes's Family; but how juſt ſoe ver they were, they 
to no Purpoſe, and in ſpite of the Complaints J made, 


both for my Brother's Intereſts, and for mine own, the 
King forbore not to go on; and after having given me 
ſome flight Conſolation, and promiſed me with extream 


kind Words, that this Marriage ſhould not diminiſh any 


thing of that Affection he had ever born me, he efcel | 
his Deſign, and married Stratonice publickly, cauſing her 
to be crown'd at Iſedon in the Preſence of the whole | 
Court. That Miſchief not being to be remedied, it was 
beſt to reſolve to bear it handſomly, and to feign a Satis- © 
faction for that which the King received, ſince my Diſ- 
contents were but unſeaſonable. The Wedding was ce- 
lebrated with a great deal of Triumph, and to honour ſo 
ſolemn an Action, there were Tournaments full of Pomp 
and Magnificence. Arſacomes appear'd in them with more 
Splendor than all the reſt of the Court, and Ar/aces, tho 
he was particularly troubled at that Marriage, was yet 
too grateful for the Favours the King had ſhewed him to 


neglect thoſe Occaſions of acknowledging them ; and to 
pleaſe him in that Solemnity, he not only made one in 


all thoſe Matches, but won all the Prizes, and by the 
Advantages he had in the fight of the whole World, re- 


doubled Arſacomes's growing Envy. 


That proud Favourite ſeeing himſelf raiſed by that Al- 


Vance to Honours which he never pretended to, abſolute- 
ly gave over all thought of the Reſpet he ow'd me, to 


torment me openly ; and the King became ſo ſubject to 
the Will of his new Wife, that he never reſented her 


Brother's Inſolency. The Vexation I received by it, 
made me ſhun all company in general that I might avoid 
his in particular, and tho' Stratonice did not apparently 
abuſe her Fortune in her Carriage toward me, but paid 
me all the Civilities I could expe& from my Father's 
Wife, yet was her Converſation unpleaſing to me, and ! 
could not conſider her as Ar/acomes's Siſter, without ha- 
ving an Averſion to her; true it is, that ſhe forced me 
to it by the Diſcourſes ſhe uſed in favour of him, for ſhe 


paſſed by no Occaſion of entertaining me either with her 
| r 
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Brother's Love, or with his Deſerts. One Day being de- 
firous to eſcape a Viſit which I thought ſhe intended me, 
] went out of my Chamber with Cy#enia, and two of my 
other Maids, and by a back Stair wetWgurt of my Lodg- 
ing down into the Garden ; I preſently gave thoſe two 
Maids liberty to walk which way they pleaſed, and lean- 
ing upon CyMemia's Arm, I with her ſought out the leaſt 
frequented Allies. Our firſt Diſcourſe was concerning 
Arſacomes, and after that I had a while in angry Terms 
deteſted his Perſecutions, Cy/eria began to talk of Arſa- 
ces; I conteſs I eſteem'd his Perſon very much, and that 
ſecing nothing in him which was not lovely, great and 
extraordinary, I could not chuſe but have ſuch an Opini- 
on of him as his good Qualities deſerv'd. 

Atter we had ſpoken ſomething touching his Love, 
the Grace wherewith he expreſled it, and the marvellous 
Diſcretion wherewith it was accompanied, Cy#enia of a 
ſudden fix'd her Eyes upon my Face, and when ſhe had 
look'd a while ſmiling upon me; Madam, (faid ſhe) will 
you forgive me a Folly which I cannot keep my ſelf from 
telling you? There are but ſew Offences (ſaid I) where- 
of thou mighteſt not hope for Pardon from me. Upon 
this Belief, (reply'd Cyllenia, ſmiling, as before) I will 
take the Boldneſs to tell you, that if Arſaces be in love, 
I believe it is only with the Princeſs Berenice. With me, 
Fool, (ſaid I, putting her back with my Hand.) Yes, 
(added CyZenia) even with your ſelf, and and if you have 
taken the Pains to obſerve his Diſcourſe, and his Actions, 
your Thoughts will be but little different from mine. In 
what place ſoever you are, his Eycs are continually up- 
on you ; he comes not near you without Sighing, 
Trembling, and changing Colour, and he ſpeaks of the 
Perſon he loves, with ſuch a Submiſſion, and ſuch a Re- 
ſpect, as can be due to no body but the Princeſs Bere- 
Nice. | 5 

This Diſcourſe of CyZenia's made me reflect upon Arſa- 
ces's Actions, in which truly I found ſomething that a- 

reed with her Opinion ; and I have not told you, that 
I had formerly had ſome ſuch Fancy, which I had baniſh- 


ed as an Effet of my Vanity; but then examining _ 
; Words 
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Words he had ſpoken, and particularly thoſe in the Pre- 
ſence of Neomiris, I began to give ſome Credit to le. 
ria's Suſpicion ; yet did I make a Difhculty of confeſſing 
it to her, and Mr I had continued a good while with- 
out Reply; ] do not believe (ſaid I) that Arſaces ever 
had a thought of me, and indeed it would trouble me 
very much it I ſhould be obliged to baniſh a Man for e- 


ver from my ſight, whom his Vertue makes me infinitely 


to elteem, I ſaw by Cyllenia's Action, that ſhe was vex- 
ed ſhe had ſaid ſo much, and looking upon me with a 
Face leſs confident than before; What, Madam, (ſaid 
ihe) if Arſaces were guilty of no other Crime but of ha- 
ving adored you, without letting you know it, would 
you baniſh him for ever? Would I baniſh him, (reply'd 
I) why, do you doubt of it, Cy/enia * I was of Opini- 
on that Thoughts had been free, (anſwered CyZenza) and 
that all the Offence had been only in declaring them; 
but ſince they are Criminal, tho* conceal'd, T'll alter my 
Conceit of poor Arſaces, and believe he never mingled 
any thing of Love, with the Deſign he has to honour 
you. TI will believe ſo with you, (added I very ſerioully) 
and I had a great deal rather be of that Opinion, than 
ſuffer another, which would make me force the Inclina- 
tion I have to wiſh him very well, and inſtead of that 


begin to hate him. We were in this part of our Diſ- 


courſe, when being come to the End of an Alley, juſt as 
we were going into another, we ſaw Arſaces whom we 
Were talking of, cloſe by us, laid along upon the Graſs; 
I was extremely ſurprized at that Encounter, and fear'd 
he might have overheard ſomething of what we had faid 
concerning him; but I was quickly delivered out of that 
Apprehenſton, and CyZenia being gone a little nearer him, 
ſaw that his Eyes were ſhut, and by many Tokens knew 
him to be aſleep. I would have paſſed by without awa- 
king him, but CyZenia had a Curioſity which oppoſed that 
Intention, and ſeeing that on the Ground near  Arſaces's 
Mouth, there lay a little Picture-caſe, upon which it 


ſeem'd that he was fallen aſleep, ſhe went ſoftly toward 
him, without letting me know her Intent, and taking 
up the Caſe, ſhe brought it ro me without looking in it; 

| Madam, 
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Madam, (ſaid ſhe, as ſhe came up to me) here's ſomething 
without doubt that will be able to ſatisfy your Curioſity; 
and I hope we here ſhall ſee the Face of her Arſaces loves 
with ſo much Reſpect. The Diſcourſe we had newly 
upon that Subject, made me condemn that Curioſity, and 
tearing to meet with ſome Confirmation of Cyllenia's Suſ- 
picions, I was going to command her to lay the Box a- 
gain in the place from whence ſhe had taken it, when ſhe 
open'd it, and made me caſt my Eyes upon it. Why ſhould 
I hold you longer in Suſpence? In ſhort, my Adventure 
was ſuch as I apprehended, and in that Box I faw the 
very Face which my Glaſs repreſented to me every Day. 
I ſhould not be able to tell you whether my Grief, my 
Aſtoniſhment, or my Anger, was greateſt ; and tho' the 
laſt be little predominant in my Nature, I confeſs that 
in this Encounter I was ſeized with them all three. Tis 
certain that I had a very particular eſteem of Arſaces, and 
that I found no other Detect in him ſave that of his Qua- 
lity, that could diſcourage him from raiſing his 
Thoughts to the greateſt and moſt accompliſh'd Princeſs 
upon Earth ; but that Obſcurity of his Birth, made me 
receive thoſe Teſtimonies of his Affection as mere Inju- 
rics, and look upon his Preſumption as a Blemiſh able to 
deſtroy all that was good and conſiderable in him; the 
favourable Opinion I had of him, made me really ſorry 
for his Fault, and as J had plainly confeſſed to CyHenia, 
*twas not without trouble that I ſaw my ſelf conſtrained 
to puniſh it. CyYenia, ſeeing me ſo much moved, would 
have opened her Mouth to ſpeak to me, but I clapp'd 
my Hand upon it, and preventing what ſhe was about 
to ſay : Hold thy Peace (faid I) Cyl/enia, and fince thou 
haſt contributed ſo much to this unlucky Diſcovery which 
we now have made, labour alſo for my Satisfaction, and 
take you care of warning this preſumptuous Man, that 
he never preſent himſelf before me. I know not whether 
I ſpake theſe Words with too loud a Voice, and whether 
it was that that waken'd Arſaces; but he preſently roſe 
up, and ſeeing himſelf ſurprized in a Poſture which he 
thought not decent before me, he ſeemed to be quite out 
ol Countenance, and had not the Confidence to come to- 
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wards us, without putting his Hand to his Face to hide 
his Bluſhing : At laſt he would have made his Addreſs to 
us, but as he was coming toward me with a very low 
Obeyſance, and was going to ſay ſomething to me, I 
turned on the other ſide without _—_— him, and ha- 
ving made Signs to CyMenia to ſtay and perform the charge 


I had given her, I went haſtily away, and returned | 


ſtreigbt to my Lodging. Arſaces (as J have learned ſince) 
was ſo ſtricken with this Action, that in CyZema's Eye, 
he ſeemed little different from a Marble Statue, and not 
remembring he had ever ſeen me do the like, he believed 
the Cauſe was extraordinary, .and preſently gueſſed ar 
ſomething of the Truth; but he continued not much lon- 
er in doubt, when he ſaw his Picture-caſe in CyZenia's 
Hand ; he had ſtood unmoveable from the time I went 
away, his Hands croſſed upon his Breaſt, and his Eyes 
fixed upon me till I was out of fight, but as ſoon as he 
had turn'd them upon Cyllenia, and that he ſaw the Pic- 
ture which had betray'd him, he was fully perſuaded ot 
the Truth of that Adventure, and fell into a Confuſion 
which it would be extremely difficult to repreſent ; he 
ſtood a long time without Speech or Motion, his very 
Look touching Cy#enia with Compaſſion ; in the end he 
recovered a little Courage, and going nearer to her, who 
was little leſs aſtoniſhed than himſelt ; Cyllenia, (ſaid he) 
T am undone, and I read my Deſtiny too plainly in your 
Face, in the Princeſs's Action, and in the fight of that 
u hold in your Hand ; My Crime is now diſcovered, 
ar I have at leaſt this Satisfaction, that tis only my Mis- 
fortune, and not my Mouth, that has done me this ill 
Office. I have never fail'd my want of Reſpe& to the 


' Princeſs, and how little Power ſoever I had over my ſelf, 
I had yet enough over my Tongue to bind it to an ever- 


laſting Silence. I alledge not this Excuſe to juſtify my 
ſelf towards her; for as reſpectful, as innocent, and as 


ſecret as my Paſſion was, tis yet criminal without doubt, 


ſince it has mov d her Indignation, and the Gods would 
not have diſcovered it thus, if it had not been puniſhable ; 
you ſee me therefore moſt willingly diſpoſed to receive 


that Sentence you are to pronounce ; I'll hearken to it 
without 
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without Murmuring, and tho' perhaps you have contri— 
buted ſomething towards my Unhappineſs, I'11 lend an 
Ear to my Condemnation without any Reſentment againſt 
you. . 
clenia has ſworn to me ſince, that ſhe was not able 
to hear theſe Words of 4rſaces without being ſenſible of 
| Pity, and that it was with great Repugnaney ſhe execu- 
ted the Commiſſion I had given her; but as ſhe knew 
not how to avoid it, the ſtrove to take a Reſolution, and 


ſweetning her Words and Countenance, as much as poſ- 
I fibly ſhe could; Sir, (aid ne) I bear a ſhare in your 


J Atfiction, and I could with with all my Heart, that the 
I Princeſs had made uſe ot ſome other Body, to acquaint 
vou with her Intentions; 'tis true, ſhe has diſcovered 
I your Paſſion, and is ſo much offended at it, that ſhe 
thinks her ſelf bound to intreat you neverto ſee her more. 
1 ir/aces at firſt was touched with this Command, but as 
his Courage was great, and he had certain Thoughts 
whereupon his Hopes were grounded, he ſuffered not him- 
ſelf to be dejected, but ſettling his Countenance as it 
was before, he ſpake thus to enia with a great deal 
of Moderation. | 5 
This Sentence is moſt juſt, CyZenia, and I ſhould not 
be ſo my ſelf it I complained of ir, and the moſt equi- 
table Puniſhment this great Princeſs could ordain him, 
whom her fight hath cauſed to offend her, is to forbid it 
him for ever: I proteſt to you by her fair Eyes, and by 
the ſacred Reſpect I bear her, that I will obey her Decree 
without murmuring, and that if I could do ſo without 
deſerving her, I would demand no longer a Delay of my 
Baniſhment, than this very Moment wherein it is ordain- 
ed me; but CyZenia, I am ſtaid here by an important 
Neceſſity, and unleſs I will betray the King, the State, 
and the Princeſs her ſelf particularly, I cannot go away 
till ſhe hath given me an Hour's Audience. I muſt needs 
obtain it by your Mediation, I ſay, I muſt needs, for 
the Princeſs's Service, for her Satisfaction, and for her 
Repoſe ; and I will ingage my ſelf both to you, and to 
her, by all the moſt religious Oaths that were ever taken, 


that in all my Diſcourſe, 1 will not mingle ſo much as 
| | one 
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one word of my Paſſion. Procure me this Favour 1 
beſeech you, which you ſhall ſee I will not abuſe, and 
if I break the Promiſe I make you, hold me for the moſt 
ingrateful, and the moſt unworthy of all Men living. 
Cyltenia was mute at this Propoſit ion, and doubting ſhe 
ſhould not be able to obtain what he deſired of me, ſhe 
knew not which way ſhe ſhould free her ſelf from that 
Requeſt. Arſaces added ſo many other Words to his for- 


mer Perſuaſions, and preſſed her ſo earneſtly, that ſhe 


was conſtrained to promiſe him ſhe would employ all her 
Credit with me to effect what he deſired, and leaving him 
with that hope, ſhe came back ro me, who was already 
retired into my Cloſet. ; 

I was ſo troubled at this Adventure, that I was not 
able to reſettle my ſelf, and ſo diſpleaſed with Arſaces's 
Temerity, that I could not pardon my ſelf the fault I 
had committed, in having by my exceſſive Civilities gi- 
ven him the boldneſs to offend me. What, (ſaid I) is it 
then Berenices Deſtiny never to cauſe Love in any but 
thoſe that are beneath her, and was not the Preſumption 


| of one of her Father's Subjects enough for her Misfortune, 


without making her be lov'd alſo by a Man, who per- 
haps is hardly ſo much as of noble Blood? Has this Beau- 
ty then, wherewith ſome have ſo unjuſtly flatter'd me, no 
Power but upon Perſons of mean condition? Ah mine 
Eyes! if you muſt never gain other Victories, de- 
veſt your ſelves of all your Luſtre, and loſe all your 
Forces, ſince they are ſo vilely, and ſo unworthily em- 
ployed. | nn | 

Scarce had I uttered theſe Words, when I felt ſome 
Remorſe for the Contempt I ſhewed of Arſaces ; me- 
thought, tho* he was not born a Prince, his excellent 
Qualities did ſo fully recompenſe that Detect, that with- 
out Injuſtice I could not put him in the Rank of meaner 
Perſons ; I then call'd to mind all that was great and 
lovely in him, and found ſo much Cauſe of Efleem and 


Admiration, that I could not remain inſenſible at that] 


Remembrance; I confeſs, the Charms of his gracetul 
Faſhion, the Sweetneſs of his Converſation, and his Me- 
rit in general, had wrought in me a good Will towards 

him, 


her 


treat 


£4 reckon this Conqueſt ſhameful, and if he only wanted 5 
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him, which had ſomething in it more than ordinary, and 


my reflecting upon that, abated much of the Violence of 
my former Thoughts; Would it pleaſed the Gods, (aid 1 


again by ſome ſecret reſtraint) would it pleaſed the Gods 
he were born a Prince, and that his too bold Paſſion were 
authorized by a leſs unequal Birth, I ſhould not then 


Kingdoms, his Virtue would either ſupply that DefeR, or 
quickly put him in a way to get them  - 8 

No ſooner had I given way unto this Thought in fayour 
of Arſaces, but my Anger ſtifled it again, and made me 
aſham'd of my compliance with his Crime; Let him go, 
(ſaid I, recalling my diſcain) that preſumptuous. Man, 


by whom my favourable Uſage has been ſo ill received, 


let him carry his audacious Affections ſomewhither elſe, 


and thoſe Deſires which are too ambitious for one of com- 


mon Rank ; I am merciful enough in concealing his Crime 
from the King my Father, and I puniſh him too gently in 
ordaining nothing but Baniſhment for ſuch a Fault as his. 
I was taken up with theſe different Thoughts, when G- 
lenia came in to me, and gave me preſently an exact Ac- 
count of the Succeſs of her Commiſſion, I hearken'd to 
her relation with ſome kind of Tenderneſs, and was a 
little touch'd with Ar/aces's Words; but for all the in- 


treaties _—_ could uſe, I was not to be won to grant 


him the Audience he demanded. 

I have ſeen him and heard him but too much already, 
(ſaid I) he has abuſed my Indulgence, he has abuſed my 
innocent Goodneſs ; the Gods forbid that I ſhould fall 
into that Error any more, and that I by my Weakneſs 
ſhould give him further occaſion to aggravate his Offences 
toward me. CyMenia preſſed me a good while, but *twas 
impoſſible to obtain any thing elſe of me ar that time. 
Arſaces came not in my fight the next day, not of two or 
three days after, but having met CMenia, and ſtopt her; 
CyHenia (ſaid he) I ask the Princeſs pardon for my ſtay 
in Scythia, and tho' ſhe has not expreſty commanded me 


out of it, I ſhould account my ſelf extreme faulty, in 


continuing longer in her Country, after having merited 
ber Indignation, if I could go away without diſcharging 
You III. ” > wala 


318 CAS SANDRA Part III 

a Duty to which I am oblig'd by all the Fidelity ] e 
to her and hers. The thing I am to tell her will in part 
repair the Oſtence J have committed, and neither can the 
neglect it without Prejudice to her ſelf, nor I conceal it 
without betraying her ; be pleafed therefore fo to bring it 
to paſs, that ſhe may grant me the tavour I have demand. 


ed, and I will leave Scythia within an hour after, with- 


out other Trouble fave that of having offended her by my 
criminal Paſſion, t | 

' Avſaces to theſe Words added many ardent Supplica- 
tions, and Cylteniz, who was touch'd with them, and 
who knew the Power ſhe had with me, engag' her ſelf 
to make one Trial more, and coming prefently to me, 


. 


ſhe related that Encounter in Terms which, join'd to the 
| Enclination I had to wiſh well to Ar/aces, made me not 


altogether inſenſible; yet I for a Jong while reſiſted her 
Importunity in favour of him, and told her many times, 
tbat after the Knowledge 1 had of his Love, I could 
neither fee him nor hear him, without doing my ſelf au 
unſpeakable Injury; but ſhe argued againſt thoſe Conſi- 
derations with many others, and alledged, that I ought 


not for light Scruples to loſe the Occaſion of receiving an 


Advertiſement which perhaps was of greater Conſequence 
to mg than I imagined ; to theſe Motives ſhe added moſt 
effectual Entreaties, and perſecuted me fo long, that 
J was conſtrain'd to promiſe her I would ſuffer Ar/aces 
to make me one vilit more, upon the Conditions he had 
deſir d it, and upon the Proteſtat ion ſhe made on his be- 
half, that it ſhould be the laſt to which I ſhould be 
oblig d. | 

| She let him know that ſame Day, what ſhe obtain'd 


of me for him, and the next following got me to take 


the ſame Walk in the Garden, and with the ſame Com- 


fed thro! ſome of the Allies with CyZenia alone, I re- 
ed into a cloſe Arbour, where by her Perſwafion J ſate 
2 upon the Seats of Sion Tutb and had not ſtaid 
| r 
Chan 


baude as I had done Tome few Days before. After T had 


long, before I faw Ar/aces come; at fight oſ him! 


| ed Colour, and looking upon him with different 
8 8 
Thoughts from thoſe Thad before, he ſeem'd to have quite 


another Shape than that he was wont to have; 1 _ 
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durſt lift up my Eyes to behold him, and feeling already 

a remorſe for what I had yielded to, I was unreſolv'd 
whether I ſhould ſtay, or go away before I beard him; 
he might eaſily obſerve my Confuſion in my Face; for the 
ſight of him renewing my Anger, and my Shame, had al- 
ready ſet it all on fire. In the mean time he came into 
the Arbour, where he inſtantly fell upon his Knees before 

me; but I was ill datisfied with that Poſture, and fear- 

ing it would be accompanied with ſome Diſcourſe of the 

and remember the Conditions upon which I permit this 
laſt viſit; I know but too much of your Follies already, 
take hced therefore that your Words diſcover nathing 
more of them. : | 

Ar ſaces ſtirr'd not from my Feet, but looking upon me 
with Eyes, in which his Paſſion was painted to the life; 
Fear hot Madam, (ſaid he) that I will abuſe the Favour 
you do me; and if my Follies are known to you, re- 
member, it you pleafe, that I contirbuted not unto that 
knowledge any other way than by my Misfortune, and 
that you can neither accuſe my Tongue, nor my Actions 
of the Offence I have committed. I knew too well what 
was due to you from miſerable Arſaces, to exceed the 
limits which a juſt Senſe of his want of Merit preſcribed 
him, and I know too well with how much Juſtice von 
are exaſperated againſt him, to kneel here at your Feet 
with any hope to juſtify his Crime; Neither is it with 


that Intention I begg'd theſe laſt Proofs of your Goodneſs, 


and 'tis enough that I have made my ſelf unworthy of 
it, without ſeeking occaſions to abuſe it; but T defired 
This Audience before my Departure, that I might tell you 
ſome News, which it is very fit you ſhould know, and in 
which you will, without doubt, find ſome Satisfaction. 
Arſaces would have continued this Diſcourſe, when I com- 
manded him to riſe ; and when he had obey'd me, he be- 
gan again on this manner: 1 : 
Berenice made a little pauſe in this-part of her Narrd- 
tion, to recal into her Memory what Arſaces had ſaid; 
and Oroondlates, who could not ſuffer her to ſpeak ſo long 
of Arſaces without Interruption, and who hearken'd im- 
FP "0 > 


Nature of that I apprehended ; Riſe, (ſaid I) Arſares, 
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patiently to all ſhe ſaid of him, took his time then, and 


litt ing up his Eyes to Heaven with an angry Action; Is 
it your Pleaſure then O Gods ! (cry'd he) that J ſhould 
proſecute Arſaces not only as an implacable Enemy to 
Oroondates, but alſo as a Traitor to Berenice? The Prin- 
ceſs was ſurprized at that Exclamation, and turning to- 
ward Orvondates ; Brother, (ſaid ſhe) of what Crime, 
and of what Infidelity do you accuſe Arſaces, to whom 
we have ſo great Obligations ? Siſter, (replied the Prince, 
extremely mov'd) Arſaces has ruined me, and Arſaces has 
betray'd you ; he is amongſt our Enemies our particular 
Enemy, and 'tis both for your Intereſts and mine own, 
that I ſhould give him that Death, which in our Combats 
he twice already has avoided. The Princeſs amazed at 
theſe Words, was going to deſire her Brother to explain 
them, but their Converſation was broken off by a Noiſe 
they heard without the Tent ; the Prince roſe up to en- 

ire the Cauſe of it, when he heard them cry, Arm, 
Arm ; and preſently after Toxaris coming into the Tent ; 
© Put on your Arms, Sir, (ſaid he to his Maſter) the Ene- 
© mies are hard by, and at the ſame time he clapt his 
E Cuiraſs on his Back, and buckled on that Cask which 
© he had laid aſide but a while before. Oroondates, whom 
© ſuch Alarms could not terrify, made haſte to get on the 
© reſt of hs Arms, and with his Sword in his Hand ran 
© to the Door of the Tent, where he inſtantly ſaw the 
5 Cauſe of all that Stir. One Man alone was the Au- 
hor of it, and one Man alone richly arm'd and gallantly 
mounted had ſtruck a Terror in the whole Troops, nor 
was indeed an ordinary Man, for he, by his Actions at 
the entring into the Camp, had given ſufficient Grounds 


of Fear to thoſe that happened to be in his way; he had 


deſpiſed the Out-guards, which would have oppoſed his 


Paſſage, and forcing his way through the midſt of them 


hike Lightning, had made his Horſe leap over the Trench, 
and wasadvancing towards the Tents with ſuch a confident 


Raſhneſs, as was enough to win Belief, that ſome ſtrong 
Deſpair had arm'd him againſt all Apprehenſion of Death. 
That of Prince Oroondates was one of the outmoſt, and 
they that had the guard of it, ſeeing this Cavalier advance 
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with his Sword in his Hand, and with his Geſture threat 


ning ſomething more terrible than ordinary, ran to meet 


him, and preſented the Points of their Javelins againſt 
him, but he contemn'd thoſe feeble Obſtacles, and ſpur- 
ring on his Horſe, trampled ſome of them under Foot, 
laying at the reſt ſo furiouſly with his Sword, that almoſt 
every Stroke brought Death to one or other, He had al- 
ready open'd himſelf a large way to the Tent, when 
Eumenes and Phrataphernes arm'd, and on Horſe-back, 
came unto that Place; theſe two Warriors look'd atten- 
tively upon him, and Phrataphernes by his Arms, and the 
mightineſs of his Blows, preſently knew him to be the 
redoubted Arſaces, who a tew Days before had kill'd his 
Son in his Preſence, and had reduced his own Life to 

cat Extremity. The ſight of this cruel Enemy, whoſe 

dea was ever in his Remembrance, waken'd his fierce 
Reſentment, and running at him like a Man tranſported 
with Rage, O Piſiſtratus, (cry'd he) thy Father will 
© either revenge thy Death, or periſh in the Attempt.“ 
As he ſpoke theſe Words, he darted his Javelin at Ar/aces, 
which having given him a ſlight hurt, remained hanging 
in the Sleeve of his Coat of Mail, from whence Ar/aces 
quickly pull'd it, and ſeeing Phrataphernes come thun- 
dring at him with his Sword on high, he met him with 
an equal Violence, and aiming the Point of his Javelin 
under that Arm which he held up, made the Head of it 
paſs quite thro* to the other ſide ; the unfortunate Phra- 


taphernes was preſently all bathed in his own Blood, and 


letting go the Reins of his Bridle, fell dead at Eumenes's 
Horſe's Feet. That valiant Man, whom his Friend's 
Deſtiny touch'd with Grief and Compaſſion, ruſh'd for- 
| Ward to take Revenge upon Arſaces, who was turning a- 
nother way, and oppoling his Paſſage, after he by a loud 
cry had given him warning to defend himſelf, diſcharg'd 
a blow upon his Helmet with his utmoſt Force. The 
Hand of Eumenes was not light, and indeed Arſaces was 
roughly ſhaken by it, but he ſhocked Eumenes ſo violent- 
ly with his Shield, and with the Breaſt of his Horſe, 
that Eumenes, being too weak for that Encounter, was 
thruſt upon his hinder 9 and came down upon 
© | the 
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the ſand with his Maſter. This Action paſſed before Oxo- 
ondates's Tent, juſt at that very time, when having put 
on all his Arms, he was run to the Door, whither the 
Princeſs Berenice had followed him. Avſaces Caſt his Eye 


at the ſame time both upon the Brother, and upon the 
Siſter, and no fooner knew them, but he lift up his Hand 


and Head toward Heaven, and diſcovering his Pury by a 
terrible Cry, and by a threatning Action, he leaped from 
his Hort to aſſault Orcondates without Advantage, and 
running at him with his Sword drawn, made him futhci- 
ently know, that twas only for him he broke the Truce, 


and brought the War alone into the Camp of his Ege- 


mies. Oroondates knew him preſently by divers Marks, 


and thavxing the Gods in a moment for that fo wiſh'd 


Encounter, came to meet him as fiercely as a Lion, and 
threw kira:c!f headlong into the Fight with a Rage that 
came no way fhort of his ; they drew Blood with the 
firſt Strokes they gave, and having made ſome few more 
at one another with the ſame Vigor and Auimoſity, they 
<loſed, and ſcizing upon each other's Body, began to 
wreſtle with an exceſſive Fury; they made uſe of nothin 

but meer Strength, and the blind Rage of theſe two 
Warriors ſuffered them not to think either of Sleight or 
Skill ; they that ſtood by to behold this Combate, would 
Have fallen upon Arſaces; but Thaleftris, who was one of 
them, and who deteſted ſuch bafe odds, hindred them 
with all her Power, and in the interim theſe two Yaliant 
Men came down together like two Caſiiſes, and began 
to row! upon the Ground with ſuch a Fury, as firuck 
Terror in thoſe that were Spectators. Berenice, Araxes, 
and many others made Prayers for Oroondates ; but none 
of them durſt undertake any way to aſſiſt him, and his 
Generoſity was ſo well known to them, that they dared 
net to hope for any Advantage to him, but by his Valour 


alone; they both ſtruggled in vain to get the better, and 


after they had diveſted the Earth of its Greenneſs, and 
died it all over with their Blood in which they wallow- 
ed, they with their Arms and Legs thruſt each otheraway 
at the ſame inſtant, and ſtarted up on their Feet again: 
they had already liſt up their Swords to begin a ſecond, 

out, 
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Bout, when a Soldier coming behind Arſaces, thruſt him 
into the Reins of his Back with a Javelin, the Head 
whereof ſtuck a good way in his Body, and the Shaft re- 
mained broken in the Soldier's Hand, : 

Croondates, who beheld this Action with an unſpeak- 
able Grief, ran at him who had given him that ſhameful 
Aſſiſtance, but Arſaces, who for all he was fo chaſed and 
heated, felt the Blow he kad received, ſprung ſuddenly 
upon that Enemy, and not giving him the Jeifare to get 
away, he, with a (laſh of his Sword, cut off the Arm 
that had ſtricken him, at the very Shoulder. Aſter this 
Revenge he turned toward Oreca dates, but his Strength 
began to fail him, and he was fo weaken'd by that laſt 
Wound, that having rceled three or four Steps, he could 
no longer keep himfelf from falling on the Ground, Cra- 
ondates enraged at tlic Iduc of this Combate, wherein he 
ſaw fo little Honour, was like to have turned his Arms 
againſt himſelf, to blot out the Shame he had reccived. 
Berenice, Thaleſtris, and Araxes ran preſently to him, and 
began to diſarm him, to look upon his Wounds, as they 
le him to his Tent, but he would not go into it, with- 
out taking the Care he thought himſelf bound to have of 
his Enemy, and turning toward Menelaus, Alexander, and 
Hyandey, who were with him; For God's ſake, (faid he) 
if this gallant Man be not dead, get him ſome Help, and 
let him be brought into one of the Rooms of my Tent, 
where I will give order he ſhall have that Aſſiſtance he 
ſtands in need of. Thoſe young Warriors obcy'd him, 
and coming to the Place where the great Auſaces lay all 
along, they ſaw the Earth ſtain'd with Blood round a- 
bout him, and found him in a Condition wherein their 
Succour was very neceſſary. He had ſcarce any Under- 
ſtanding left, but they pulling up his Beaver, the treſh 
Air recalled his fainting Spirits, and they ſaw him open 
his Eyes, and lift up his Head very weakly. Menelaus 
cauſing him to be taken up by Soldiers, and helping 
himſelf in that charitable Office, carried him into Oro- 
ondates's Tent, where in a Chamber near his, he was 
quickly diſarm'd, unclothed, and laid in Bed; but he 

was ſo weakened with loſs of Blood, Wearineſs, and the 
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Pain he felt with the Head of the Javelin which was ſtill 
in his Body, that he could hardly diſcern any thing that 
was done about him. i 

In the mean time Prince Orvondates's Servants had got 
nim to Bed, and found he had but two, and thoſe not 
conſiderable Hurts; but when the Chirurgions would 
have come to dreſs them, he enquired how his Enemy 
did, and having heard he was alive, and in his Tent ; 
Think of him firſt then, (ſaid he to Lyſi machus's Phyſi- 
cian) for his Wounds are more dangerouns than mine, 
and I will not ſuffer my ſelf to be looked too, till he 
have had the Help which I can better ſtay for. Go (con- 
rinued he, turning toward the Chirurgions) and tell that 
Valiant Man, that *'tis neither the Incommodiouſncſs of 
my Wounds, nor the mortal Hatred which is between us, 
that hinders me from viſiting him, but the tear my Pre- 
ſence may diſpleaſe him, and the Shame I ſhould have to 
appear before him, after the abominable foul Play that 
das been uſed to him; tell him moreover, that he may 
receive this Aſſiſtance without Trouble, and without ſear 


of being engaged to any Reconciliation with me; that! 


expect not that Fruit of the Service I do him, and that I 
labour for the Preſeryation ot his Life, only to affaulr it 
once again with more Glory, and to repair ſome part of 
the Diſhonour that reflects upon me by the Event of our 
Combate. With this Meſlage he ſcent them to Ar;aces, 
without ſuffering them to touch him, but preſently after, 
by Araxes's Care, there were others brought who ſup- 
plied the want of them, and dreſſed his Wounds in the 
Preſence of Lyſimachus, Piolomeus, Craterus, and of all 
the Principal Commanders of the Army, whom the noiſe 
of that Adventure drew preſently into his Tent. In the 
mean time Arſaces had recovered his Underſtanding per- 
fealy, and ſeeing himſelf in Bed encompaſſed with Per- 
ſons whom he knew not, he looked earneſtly upon them, 
and after having been a while filent ; Tell me, I pray 
you, (ſaid he) in what Place I am, and from whom I re- 
ceive theſe good Offices? You are in your Enemy's Tent 
(anſwered Menelaus) and tis by his Order you receive 


this Succour, which the whole World owes unto your 


Valour. 
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Valour. Arſaces hearing that cry'd out, and lifting up 
his Eyes to Heaven, Ah! Fortune, (ſaid he) this is too 
much, and this Obſtinacy thou ſheweſt in perſecuting me 
is full of Inhumanity, and Injuſtice ; thou laboureſt for 
my Confuſion as much as for my Enemy's Glory, and 'tis 
only to make me die with Grief, that thou wilt have me 
thus often indebted to him; but the Gods forbid I ſhould 
longer make uſe of thy falſe Relief, and that I ſhould 
_ prolong my Lite, it I cannot do it but by the Mercy, 
and Aſliſtance of my Enemy. 

He was ſpeaking on this manner when the Chirurgions 
came in, and drew near to his Bed-ſide; but as ſoon as 
ever they went about to dreſs his Wounds, Arſaces thruſt 
them back, and refuſed their Help ; Go (faid he) and tell 
him that ſent you, I had rather loſe my Life than owe it 
ſo often to him; that *twas only to aſſail his I came into 
this Camp, but ſince he ſo well knows how to defend it, 
Jet him ſuffer him to die without overwhelming him with 
Shame and Confuſion, whom he cannot ſuffer to live, ſo 
long as he is alive himſelt; I had hoped he would have 
fallen with me, but ſince his Deſtiny is ſtronger than 
mine, let him conrent himſelf with triumphing over my 
Happineſs, and with triumphing over my Life, without 
triumphing alſo over my Reputation. By ſuch like 
Words as theſe the afflicted Arſaces rejected the Succour 
that was offered him; but Amintas the Phyſician, judg- 
ing that the Meſſage Oroondates had given him Charge ta 
deliver, might perchance work ſomething with him, re- 
peated it to him Word for Word, and by that means 
ſhak'd his Reſolution a little; when he had told him once 
again, that the Prince expected no other Fruit of the 
Help he ſcat him, but the means to end their Differences 
with more Glory; Upon that Condition (replied Ar/aces) 
I accept his Aſſiſtance, and I will preſerve my Life, to 
keep him from believing that I am afraid to difpute it 
once more againſt him; he ſhall ſee me yet _ with 
my Sword in my Hand, ſince he will have it ſo, not to 
contend with him for the Advantage of our Combats, 
which is wholly his, but to requite our Injuries and Ob- 
ligations both together, After this Diſcourſe, he no longer 
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oppoſed the will of the Phyſician and Chirurgions, but 


they were not free from Trouble and Apprehenſion, when 


they found the Head of the Javelin was all within his 
Fleſh ; yet did they begin wich Inſtruments to try if they 
could pull it out, and at laſt their Endeayours prevailed, 
but with ſuch Extremity of Pain to Ar/a.es, that a weaker 


Conſtitution than his would infallibly have ſunk under 


it; and yet he never ſo much as cricd out, or ſpoke one 
Word, or did any Action that could teſtify he was ſen- 
ſible of the Pain they put him to; when the Head was 
out, the Chirurgions no longer doubted of his Cure, and 
Tearching two or three other Wounds he had, found not 
any of them to be great or dangerous. When they had 
pertormed what belonged to them, they enjoined their 
Patient Reſt and Silence, but he took care of that him- 
felf, and ſpeaking to Alexander and Menelaus, who had 
not ſtirred from him; Charitable Enemies (faid he) I 
beſeech you as you love the Gods, let no Body viſit me; 
du have ſeen but the ſlighteſt of my Wounds, and be- 
des the ſtate of my Body, my Mind is in ſuch a Con- 
dition as cannot endure any Company. Alexander promi- 
fed him what he deſired, and then withdrawing them- 
ſelves, they left none in the Room but thoſe that were 
neceſſary to ſerve him. They went into Orocondates's 
Chamber, which they found full of Princes, and Officers 
of the Army that were come to viſit him; all of them 
together were aſtoniſhed at this Adventure, and admir'd 
the Boldneſs of that Stranger, who thro' the midſt of fo 
many thouſand Men, and of a thouſand Deaths which 
threatned him, was come to ſeek him in the heart of his 
Camp, and even in his very Tent ; but when Menelaus 
told them what he had ſaid unto the Chirurgions, and 
tie generous Contempt he had ſhewn of his Life, they 
could not wonder enough at his Magnanimity, and at 
the Greatneſs of his Courage. This relation made Oro- 
ondates certain that it was Arſaces; but he would not ſay 
a y thing of it, for fear of giving ſome alarm to the 
Princeſs Berenice, who by her Story he found bore him a 
great deal of good Will, deferring to let her know the 
Trutb, till Time ſhould afford him a fitter 9 
Many 
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Many of the Princes would have viſited him, and paid 
him what they believed due to a Man of ſo rare a Va- 
' lour, but Alexander and Menelaus diverted their Intent, 
by telling them what a Trouble it would be to him, and 


the Requeſt he had made, 
In this interim it grew Night, and every Body being 


retired, the two gallant Enemies paſſed it in diſquiets 


that were not much unlike. Oroondates, cnraged at the 
Iſſue of that Adventure could, not complain calbciently of 
his ill Fortune, and deteſted the croſsneſs of it with 
Words full of Tranſport and Fury. © Muſt I, put my 
Enemy to the Pains (aid he) to come and ſeek me out 
every Day, and muſt this happy Rival, not being ſa- 
t tisfied with peaceably enjoying the Aßtection of my 
© tagratctul Princeſs, envy me alſo this miſerable Late, 
© which he has reduced to ſuch a lamentable Condition ? 
< Muſt he violate the. Truce, force his Paſſage over our 
© Trenches, and find me idle in my Tent, when 1 have 
© ſo many Occaſions to pull me out of it, and that T 
© ought to ſhut my Eyes againſt all Dangers, and againſt 
6 all Conſi derations, to carry Death unto that fortunate 
© Rival, and to that jrreconcilable Enemy? Ah oy 
.C Courage, Ah my Love, Ah my Honour, what is now 
© become of you? Do you ſafter me barely to Threaten, 
© and another to Execute, that I ſhould learn my Duty 
© of him, againſt whom I had arm'd my ſelf with theſe 
« furious Reſolutions ? Arſaces was no way obligd ro 
© prevent me, and Arſaces might have fat ſtill wich Ho- 
© nour, he whoſe Fortune is ſo happy, whoſe | Defires 
© are fully ſatisfied, and who having robb'd me of Stati- 
© ra, has nothing more to demand : but Oroondates de- 
© prived of Statira, deprived of Happineſs, and deprived 
© of Honour, ought not to have breath'd, but to recover 
< what he has loſt, and ought not to bave prolonged his 
Life, but to take Vengeance of that Raviſher of his 
* Happineſs, of his Honour, and of Statira all together. 
He ſpent ſome Hours in this Conſideration, and then 
falling into more cruel Thoughts, Ah! without Que- 
© ſtion (added he) without queſtion Statira thinks it not 


0 * to Rove en me, but ſhe will have me = 
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the Hands of her new Lover, becauſe I could not 
© die with Grief for her Inconſtancy; and 't is certain] 


© by her Order that Arſaces ſets himſelf ſo obſtinately 


againſt my Life; her new Affection without doubt 
makes it odious to her, and ſhe no longer will ſuffer 
ſuch an irreproachable Witneſs of her Infidelity to con- 
tinue in the World; if it be ſo, O Caſſandra, (for you 
no longer are Statira, and with the Name of the Royal 
Family, have likewiſe laid aſide all that was Great and 
Noble in you) if it be fo, I am to blame to oppoſe your 
Deſires any longer, and I ought to offer up my Breaſt 
without reſiſtance to that Miniſter of your Commands; 
but I will ſatisfie him as ſoon as ever he is in a Condi- 
tion to take his Satisfaction and give me mine, and the 
Sun ſhall no ſooner ſee Arſaces upon his Feet again, 
bur it ſhall ſee him Fighting with Orvondates. In the 
mean time (ſaid he to himſelf) he is in thy Power, he 
is in thy Tent, that cruel Tormentor of thy Days, and 
inſtead of Sacrificing him to thy juſt Indignation, thou 
art obliged by ſome remainders of Virtue, which thy 
Paſſions cannot ſtifle, to aſſiſt him, to ſerve him, and 
to labour for the Preſervation of that Life, which thou 
woundeſt, and which thou oughteſt to take away. 
But tis no matter, (continued he) we will do what 
we · ought to do to the utmoſt, and when we have paid 
our Rival whatſoever, in the Condition he now is, he 
can hope for from an Enemy as generous as himſelf, we 


without Advantage, and will without Regret aſſault a 
Life, for the Preſervation whereof we have done all 
that we were bound to do. 

Theſe were the Diſcourſes of reſtleſs Oroondates; but 
if he was tormented, Arſaces found no better Uſage from 
his inhuman thoughts; the Grief he was in to ſee him- 
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ſelf at the Mercy of his Enemy, and conſtrain'd to re- 


ceive bis Aſſiſtance, did indeed make ſome part? of his 
Diſcontents ; but theſe were not the moſt violent, and 
when he remembered that he that Day alſo had ſeen the 


Princeſs Berenice with him at the Door of his Tent, and 


that he believ'd him quietly poſſeſſed of her, whoſe AL 
ſection he by a Thouſand remarkable Services had ſo well 
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deſerved, all his Conſtancy forſook him, and gave him 
over to his Rage alone, it had before been great enough 
to deprive him of the better part of his Judgment, and to 
make him, in the Action he had newly done, deſpiſe 
thoſe Dangers into which he would not have precipitated 
himſelf, ib he had felt the leaſt Spark of a deſire to live; 
but by that cruel Sight it was ſo ſtrangely aggravated, 
that it inſenſibly took away all the remaining Power 
which Reaſon had yet preſerv'd over his afflicted Mind; 
in theſe furious Fits whereinto it caſt him, he form'd 
ſuch Deſigns as were ſuitable to his Deſpair ; but when 
he put his Hands upon his Wounds, or tried to raiſe him- 
ſelf upon his Bed, the Knowledge of his Weakneſs aug- 
mented his Vexation, as much as he felt his Strength to 
be diminiſh'd, What wilt thou do, miſerable Man, 
(ſaid he) and in this higheſt pitch of thy Misſortunes, to 
whom wilt thou have recourſe, and what wilt thou re- 
ſolve upon? Inconſtant Berenice has unworthily forſaken 
thee, Fortune forſakes thee with her, and even the Gods 
themſelves declare openly for thine Enemy. If the Gods, 
if Fortune, if Berenice be againſt thee, what canſt thou 
fly to but Death, which will free thee from the Anger of 
the Gods, will ſhelter thee from the Perſecutions of 
Fortune, and cure thee of the remembrnace of ingrateful 
Benerice * We muſt die then, that Deſign is no new thing 
to Arſaces, if he had not been reſolv'd on that, he would 
not to Day have charg'd into a whole Army, and an 
Army in which there are ſo many Men able to take his 
Lite without advantage ; but to die without Revenge is 
a very hard Condition to Arſaces, he has not been wont 
to leave his Enemies a Victory ſo little diſputed; and if 
he muſt loſe Berenice, he can hardly quit the Poſſeſſion of 
her to another, unleſs he purchaſe it at leaſt with a good 
quantity of his Blood ; his Rival muſt periſh with him 
if it be poſſible, and Berenice who twice already has been 
preſent at our Combats, muſt glut her ſelf with that 
Spectacle once again for all. But why (continued he) 
why ſhould I Fa it any longer? Can I not with the 


ſmall remnant of Strength I have left, get into my Rival's 
Chamber, and make an end of the Bulineſs with Dog 
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ers? They 1 enter into our Bodies without reſiſtance, 


and we ſhall have no Arms that can protract our Com- 


bat. He found ſome ſweetneſs in this Thought, but of 
a ſudden he alfo met with Difhculties in it; thine Ene. 
my is too generous (ſaid he) and thou oughtelt to believe 
by ſo many effects of his Vertue, that in the Condition 
thou now art, he will not accept this kind;of Combare 
againſt thee ; and as jealous, as tranſported, and as de- 


ſperate as thou art, thou canſt never be ſo baſe as to 


think of ſtabbing him in his Bed. No, do better, Ar/a- 
ces, leave him Berenice, ſince he deſerves her; his Ver- 


tue, and the good Offices he has done thee, oblige thee 


to quit her to him, and thou mayeſt abandon her without 
meanneſs of Spirit, provided thou alſo abandon thy Lite 


with her; he will not believe thou yield'ſt her to him 


for fear of a Death, which thou ſhalt give thy ſelf in 
his Preſence; and thou ſhalt not then be compell'd to 
prolong thy Pains, in prolonging thy Life for a Revenge 
which perchance thou may'it never be allow'd to take. 
This laſt Thought fix'd Ar/aces's Reſolution more than 
the reſt, and he was ftill of the fame Mind, when the 
Pay began to break. | | 

The Princeſs Berenice and Thaleftris ſaw it appear 
without, having hardly cloſed their Eyes all Night; 
they lay together, as before, at Polemon's Houſe ; and if 
the Diſcontents of Oroondates and Arſaces tormented them 
fo cruelly, theirs ſuffered them ro reſt but very little 
better. Thaleftris had no ſooner given Berenice part of 
the Satisfaction ſhe had received by the clearing of Mat- 
ters between Orontes and her, and of the Trouble ſhe 
began to feel for the Baniſhment ſhe had condemn'd him 
to, but Berenice with a like Confidence imparted her 
Diſquicts ; ſhe remembred the Words her Brother had 
ſpoken touching Arſaces's Infidelity, and they were fo 
deeply ingraven in her Memory, that from the firſt Mo- 
ment ſhe had heard them, ſhe was not capable of any 
reſt ; ſhe wou'd have had much ado to believe that Re- 
port, if it had come from any other Body but the Prince 
her Brother; but ſhe gave fo erſect a Credit to what he 
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by ſo Authentiek a Witneſs; that cruel Opinion havin 
begun To creep into her Mind, tormented her alread 
very violently, and not being able to diſſemble her 
Thoughts from that fair Queen, ſhe disburden'd part of 
her Griefs into her Boſom. The Princeſs was exceeding 
moderate, and of a wonderful mild Diſpoſition ; nor was 
ſhe tranſported with any Fury, but ſatisfied her ſelf with 
weeping, and complaining of Arſaces's Tneonftancy, with» 
out falling into any Rage, or making any Imprecations a- 
gainſt him; If Arſaces nas deceived me (ſaid ſhe) there 
is no more Fidelity to be hoped for in Mankind, and I 
can hardly believe he ſhould have forſaken me without 
powerful Reaſons to perſwade him to it; without doubt 
I was not lovely enough to keep his Affections longer, 
but he had done too much, and I dare ſay, he had ſuffe- 
red too much for me, to open his Eyes ſo ſuddenly to the 
Knowledge of my Defects; I for his ſake had committed 
| Faults, which perhaps will never be forgiven me by ſeverer 
_ Perſons, and I may truly ſay, that I never, by any of my 
Actions, gave him juſt Cauſe to repent of his Affection. 
Tho? the Princeſs brought forth theſe Words verycalmly, 
et did ſhe accompany them with Sighs and Tears, which 
made Thaleſftris judge ſhe was much more deeply touch'd 
than ſhe was willing to make ſnew of : She ſtrove to com- 
fort her in a Difeaſe whereof ſhe her ſelf was already 
cured, and being very loth to redouble her Atffiction, ſhe 
feign'd to be ignorant of the Cauſe of Orgordates's Words, 
and told her nothing at all of what ſhe with him be- 
lieved touching the Loves of Arſaces and of Queen Sta- 
tira, As ſhe was thus reſerv'd in Conſideration of Bere- 
nice, Berenice was no leſs ſo in regard of her, and would 
not reveal a Secret which ſhe had not yet diſcovered to 
the Prince her Brother. The deſire ſhe had to clear her 
Doubts perfectly with him, made her get out of Bed 
when the Sun was ſcarcely riſen, and as ſoon as ever ſhe 
was ready, ſhe went out of her Chamber to go to Oro- 
ondates's Tent. She came thither, and gave him the 
good-morrow, when Arſaces was yet in thoſe cruel Agi- 
tations which had diſtracted him all the Night. He was 
fill full of Irreſolution, when Oroondates's Servants came 
2 into 
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into his Chamber, and drawing near to his Bed-fide, 
told him their Maſter had ſent them to enquire after his 
Health; by his redoubling of Obligations, Arſaces's 
Griefs were redoubled, and it fretted him to the Heart, 
to ſee that every moment he became indebred to his Ene. 
my ; he ask'd them ſomewhat briskly what Company 
was with him? and they without diving into his Inten- 
tion, told him, that they left the Princeſs Berenice by his 
Bed- ſide. Arſaces at that Anſwer could not forbear to 
cry out, which they attributed only to the Pain of his 
Wounds ; and being come cloſe to him to learn the Cauſe 
more particularly; Go (ſaid he) and tell your Maſter, I 
ſhall be quickly cured. 

With theſe Words he turn'd his Head on the other 
fide, and reflecting upon this laſt Confirmation of his 
Misfortune, he no more doubted but that he ought to die 
without deferring a minute longer. Thou haſt lived 
© too long, Arſaces, (ſaid he) thou haſt lived too long. 
© Thy Gricts are too intolerable to languiſh in them any 


© longer, and if thou no more canſt give two Lives to 


c thy Reſentment, appeaſe it by ſacrific ing the more un- 
© fortunate : but offer this ſacrifice before the Eyes of 
© ungrateful Berenice; let thy Rival live, ſince he de- 
© fends his Life ſo well, and thou art twice indebted to 
c him for thine ; in the Condition thou now art, thou 
© canſt no more attempt any thing lawfully againſt him, 
© and in the Extremity of thoſe Miſeries thou ſuffereſt, 
© thou couldſt never have the Patience to ſtay for the 
© Recovery of thy Strength. | 

As he talk'd thus to himſelf, he opened one of the 
Curtains of his Bed, and ſceing his Armour which they 


had laid upon the Seats cloſe by his Bed-fide, he thruſt. 


one of his Arms out of Bed, and putting his Hand upon 
his Cuiraſs, felt for a Dagger which he commonly wore 
there, and having drawn it out of the Sheath, he hid it 
in his Bed to make uſe_ of it in the Reſolution he had 
taken. He then raiſed himſelf to fit up, tho? with much 
Pain and 'Trouble ; and judging that with ſome help he 


might be able to ſtand, he call'd one of Orcondates's Ser- 


vants who waited in thg Chamber, and when he waz 
come 
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come to his Bed- ſide, he pray'd him to reach his Cloaths, 
and to help him on with them. The Man who ſaw in 

what Condition he was, made ſome difficulty to obey 
bim; but Arſaces redoubled his Intreaties with fo abſo- 

lute a Look, and ſo imperious a Voice, that he no longer 

had the Boldneſs to refuſe what he demanded. He pur 
on his Cloaths with much ado, and with much Incommo- 
diouſneſs to Arſaces, who when he was ready, convey'd 

the Dagger, ſo that the Man perceiv'd it not, into one 
of the Sleeves of his Caſſock; after which he deſired his 
Aſſiſtance to get into his Maſter's Chamber. 'The Ser- 
vant who was ignorant of his Intention, made a great 
Scruple of helping him in that Deſign, but when he ſaw 
him without Arms, and fo feeble that he could hardly fit 
upright, he belicy'd he might do him that Service with- 
out putting his Prince in any Danger ; and moreover Ar- 
ſaces's Countenance cauſed ſo much Reſpe&, and fo much 
Fear in him together, that he had not the Courage to diſ- 
obey him. By his Aſſiſtance therefore he roſe from his 
Bed, and when he was upon his Legs he felt himſelf ſo 
weak, that without his Support he would not have been 
able to ſtand, yet did he begin to walk leaning upon the 
Servant's Arm, and with much Pain and Difficulty made 
a ſhift to get into Orcondates's Chamber. The Prince of 
Scythia was at that time accompanied with Lyſ#machus, 
Prince Oxyartes, Artabaſus, and Berenice, who by Reaſon 
of thoſe Princes being there, had not been able to clear 
the Doubts he cauſed in her; ſcarce had they begun to 
fall upon ſome Diſcourſe, when they ſaw Arſaces enter 
with his Guide; he mov'd fo ſottly, and his Face was ſo 
excceding Pale, that he preſently ſtirr'd up more Pity 
than Apprehenſion. The PrinceſsBerenice had no ſooner _ 
caſt her Eyes upon kim, but ſhe knew him immediately, 
yet whether it were by Reaſon of her exceſſive Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and ſudden Surprizal, or of the effect her Brother's 
Words had already wrought in her, inſtead of running to 
meet him, ſhe continued unmoveable upon the Chair 
where ſhe was fitting, and appear'd ſcarce capable of 
Senſe at ſo unexpected an Encounter. Lyſimachus, whoſe 


Thoughts at that time were far enough from that Adven- 
| ture, 
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ture, knew him not at his coming in, and his Face was 
ſufficĩent ly chang'd by his loſs of Blood, to make a Man 


loſe the Features of it; yet all believ'd at the firſt, that 


it was that valiant Enemy whoſe laſt Actions were a part 
of their Entertainment, and all of them at his entrance 
roſe up from their Seats, and prepared themſelves with 
Attention to obſerve what he meant to ſay and do. Oro- 


ondates taking Notice of the Alteration of their Counte- 


nances, thruff his head a little out of Bed, and by that 
fight concurring in their Opinion, he fat up, and with- 
out being mov d, expected the Succeſs of that Adven- 
ture. Arſaces being pretty near the Bed, found himſclf 
ſo weak that he was 1 to ſink into a Chair, 
where he was ſcarcely ſet, when caſting his Eyes toward 
Oroondates, and the Princeſs Berenice; © I come not (fail 
© he) O happy Lovers, to diſturb your Contentments, 
© nor to oppoſe à Fortune which my Rival has built but 
© upon the Ruins of mine; altho' he poſſeſs it with In- 
c juſtice, he has made himſelf worthy of it by his Vir- 
© tue, and I ſhould be ingrateful to the Effects of his Ge- 
© nerofity, if I ſhould flill perfiſt in the Defign I had a- 
© gainſt bis Life. 1 come, O Berenice, (continued he, 
© fixing his Eyes wholiy upon the Princeſs) both to vent 
© my laſt Reproaches againſt thy Infidelicy, and to deli- 
© vcr up that Life at thy Feet, which 1 fo blindly gave 
© thec ; and will neicher put thee in mind of thy Oaths, 
© nor of what thou owedſt to the Services I have done 
© thee, "twill ſuffice me to tell thee, that by thy ſhame- 


< ful Inconſtancy thou makeſt thy ſelf unworthy of thy 


© Birth, and of Arſaces's Fidelity; the Gods if they be 
© quſt, will never ſuffer it to go unpuniſhed, and to ren- 


© der thee yet more guilty toward them, I lay this Life 
© to thy Charge, which to the Prejudice of all my Eſtate, 


© of all my Friends, and even of my Honour, I had ab- 
© ſolurcly reſign'd unto thy Will, and whercof, thro' a 
© lawful Deſpair, I here accompliſh the Sacrifice.” As he 
ended theſe Words, he drew the Dagger out of the Place 
Where he had hid it, and lifting it ſaldenhy into the Air, 
had certainly ſtabb'd himſelf to the Heart, if Hſimacbus, 


who was cloſe by, had not catch'd hold of him and ſtop- 


ped 
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ped his Arm juſt as he was giving the mortal Blow. Ar- 


faces was ſo weak, that * eaſily got the Dagger 


out of his Hand, but while he was eager in that Employ- 
ment, the reſt of the Company was in a ſtrange Confu- 
ſion, and ſuch an one as all the Words in the World could 
not be able to expreſs. Orcondates, Oxyartes, Artabaſus, 
and Araxes, had firſt in Arſaces's Face, and after in the tone 
of his Voice, found ſo great a Reſemblance of a Prince, 
who formerly had been dearer to them than their own 
Lives, that it by an untimely Death he had not been ta- 
ken from them, they ſurely would have believed him to 


be the very ſame. Oroondates,, whom this Conceit had 


made to thruſt part of his Body out of Bed, caſt his Eye 
upon the Faces of the reſt, and obſerving in them an 
Aſtoniſhment as great as his; O Artabaſus | (cried he) 
O Oxyartes ] is not this the Face and Voice of poor Ar- 
taxerxes? Arſaces, who was yet ſtruggling in Lyſimachns's 
Arms, turned his Head at that Demand, and looked Cro- 
ondates in the Face, which till then the Darkneſs of the 


Place where he lay, and the Blindneſs of his Paſſion had 


kept him from diſcerning. At that time it was in open 
View, and Arfaces had no ſooner heedfully conſidered it, 
but he ſent forth a louder Cry than could have been ex- 


peed from the Littleneſs of his Strength; and employ- 


ing the Relicks of it, to riſe up from his Chair, and creep 
as far as the Bed, he there ſunk down upon the Prince of 
Scytbia. O Croondates | (cried he) O my deareſt Bro- 
ther! is it you? Theſe Words, and this Action would 
abſolutely have perſwaded the Prince, and the reſt of the 
Company, that the valiant Arſaces was no other than 
Prince Artaxerxes, if they had not remember'd that eight 
whole Years were run out, fince their own Eyes had 
ſeen him ſlain in the Battle of Selena. In the mean time 
Prince Orondates received his Embraces with an unparal- 
lell'd Amazement, and not being able to comprehend any 
thing of that Adventure, O my Eyes and Ears! (faid 
he) with what Illuſtons do you abuſe me? Then did he 
eaſt his Looks upon the Princeſs his Siſter, who as much 
troubled as the reſt (but for different Conſiderations) 
knew not yet which way ſhe ſhould carry her ſelf; ſhe 
| | perceived 
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perceived the Agitations of her Brother's Mind, and be- 
ing deſirous to help him in that Encounter, Nay, Bro- 
ther, (ſaid ſhe) doubt no more of it; tis Prince Artax- 
erxes without Illuſion. Yes, deareſt Brother, (added 


Arſaces) I am Artaxerxes, and if you love me ſtill, 


methinks you ſhould not find it ſo hard a mattter to 
know my Face. Oroondates was ſo beſides himſelf, 
that he could not yet tell what he ſhould imagine, 
and tho' in Arſaces he obſerv'd both the Voice, the 
Face, and all the Geſtures of Artaxerxes, and that by 
his tender Endearments he ſtill preſerv'd his former At- 
fection, yet could he not bring his Mind to ſo difficult a 
Belief, nor contradict his own Eyes, and the Opinion of 
all Aſia, of the Death of the Prince Artaxerxes. He 
looked earneſtly upon him, without being able to open 
his Mouth, and in the mean time Arſaces turning toward 
the reſt, and ſtretching forth his Arms to them ; © What, 
© Uncle (ſaid he to Prince Oxyartes) and you Couſin (to 
© old Artabaſus) will not — know me neither? Oxy- 
artes and Artabaſus received his Kindneſs, but with ſuch 
a Confuſion as kept them ſtill as mute, and as aſtoniſhed 
as before. At laſt Prince Oroondates broke Silence, and 
greedily devouring Arſaces with his Eyes; If I believed 
© (faid he) that the Dead could recover the Lives which 
© they have loſt, and if with moſt part of the World, I 
© did not know that Prince Artaxerxes was killed in the 


© Battel of Selena, I ſhould infallibly take you for him, 


© you have all his Features, you have all his Actions, 


© and 'tis by your Valour that I ſhould know him better 
© than by all theſe Marks; but alas! that Happineſs 
© would be ſo great, that I dare not ſo much as raiſe 2 
© Thought to it. Artaxerxes was not ſlain, (replyed Ar- 
© ſaces) and he had a Deſtiny in Scythia, directly like to 
© that you had in Perſia: I have concealed my ſelf from 
© the whole World, except my Princeſs only, and *tis by 
© her Favour I hope to recover the Acquaintance of my 
© dear Or:ondates. He accompanied theſe with ſuch 
cloſe, tender Embraces, that Oroondates (as much ſurpri- 
zed, and beſides himſelf as he was) could no longer be 
Ignorant that twas he; his Heart ſhewed him his dear 

| Artax- 
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Artaxerxes, and after his extraordinary Agitations were 
a little paſt over, he became certainly confirm'd of that 
ſtrange Truth. As ſoon as that Belief was ſettled in his 
M ind, it produced ſuch violent Effects there, that he was 
like to have died with an exceſs of Contentment, his 
Cheeks were preſently bath'd in a ſtream of Tears, and 
his Joy broke forth into ſuch paſſionate Expreſſions, that 
tho the Byſtanders had not been at all concerned, they 
could not but have ſned Tears at ſuch a moving Specta- 
cle. He hugged him in his Arms almoſt an Hour toge- 
ther, without affording a Share in him to any Body, and 
ever and anon crying, O Artaxerxes] O my deareſt Brother! 
without being able to bring forth any other Word di- 
ſtinctly; all Language is too weak to repreſent a Part of 
what palled in this Enco ter; never had Man been ſo 
paſſionately beloved of another, as Artaxerxes of Prince 
Orcondates, unleſs Artaxerxes himſelf diſputed with him 
for that Advantage ; and never had real Death been de- 
plored with ſo many Tears, as the ſuppoſed Death of 
Artaxerxes had been by his dear Oroondates; nor did the 

Knowledge of his being alive tranſport him to leſs Ex- 
tremities ; for all that a moſt violent Paſſion can produce, 
appeared at the higheſt Pitch in that Encounter. At laſt 
Oxyartes and Artabaſus required their Part in Artaxerxes, 
and it was juſt they ſhould poſſeſs him for ſome few Mo- 
ments; ſcarce could they obtain it of Oroondates, but they 
pulled him out of his Arms: And Lyſimachus, who be- 
ſides the Acquantance he had with him as Arſaces, had 
many other Reaſons to conſider him particularly, with 
ardent Entreaties begg'd the continuation of that Friend- 
ſhip, which Arſaces had made him hope he ſhould enjoy. 
Araxes who had his Share of Gladneſs as well as the 
reſt, came and caſt himſelf at his Feet, and received alſo 
his Part in thoſe charming Endearments, wherewith the 
Prince of Perſia won the Hearts of the moſt barbarous 
Perſons ; all the Company remained a long Time before 
they could utter any thing that hung together; but when 
they began to be a little ſettled, Oroondates, who could 
not get out of his Aſtoniſhment, and who, thro' the Ex- 
ceſs of his Joy could hardly tell what he did, nor where 


4. 
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he was, at laſt recalled paſt Actions into his Memory, 
and looking upon Arſaces with Eyes that were full of 
Love, What, (cryed he) was that Blood then, which 
© my eee Hand hath ſhed, the Blood of deareſt 
Artaxerxes: And was it againſt my dear Orvondates 
(added Arſaces) that T made ſuch cruel Reſolutions? Q 
Gods! (continued Oroondates, railing his Voice) how 
many Bleſſings do you ſend me all at once! You think 
© it not enough to give me Artaxerxes, but you allo re- 
£ ſtore me Statira whom 1 had loſt, and ſince it was only 
< of Artaxerxes that I was jealous, and that twas only to 
Artaxerxes that Statira granted thoſe Favours which 
drove me into Deſpair, Satira is Innocent, Statira is 
© not Inconſtant. This laſt difcovery put the two Prin- 
ces in new Raptures of Joy, which had like to have been 
fatal to them ; and Arſaces, who but a few Minutes be- 
fore, came into the Chamber with ſuch cruel Suſpicions 
againſt Berenice, could not be cured of them without 
falling into inconceivable Extaſies. How! (ſaid he, 
© quite beſides himſelf with Joy) has not Berenice for ſa- 
© ken me then? And was it but to her Brother, ſhe gave 
* thoſe miſtaken Embraces which have coſt us fo much 
© Blood, and which have produced ſuch firange Eftects? 
Ah Madam, ( purſued he, turning toward the Princeſs, 
and endcavouring to throw himEIf at her Feet) what 
ſhall guilty Arſaces do to obtain Pardon for ſo many Ot- 
fences, and by what Blood can he be able to waſh them 
out, if they have already made him ſpend the beſt part of 
his? He would have ſaid more, and ſtrove to have beg- 
ged Forgiveneſs on his Knees, but the Princeſs would 
not ſuffer him, and forcing Modeſty to embrace him in 
her turn ; © Your Faults (anfwered ſhe) are very pardon- 
< able, and inſtead of punifhing them, I acknowledge 
* them as the moſt powerful Marks you could have given 
* me of your Affection.“ Ah! Sifter, (added Prince Oro- 
ondates) how eaſily do I now excuſe the Love you bore 
to that Arſares, whom 1 ſo much hated ? And how well 
are you beloved of the Gods, in that they have reſerved 
for you, the greateſt, and moft accompliſu'd Prince that 
ever was! They would all have enlarged tbemſelves fur- 
© ; ther 


Fo 
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ther in this Diſcourſe, if they had not found that Prince 

Artaxerxes was extraordinatily Ill with thoſe great Diſ- 
orders; and therefore it was neceſſary to remit the Con- 
tinuat ion of it, that he might be got to Bed again; but 
the two Princes could never reſolve to part ſo ſoon, and 
Arſaces's Bed wes fain to be brought into Oroondates's 
Chamber, where it was preſently made ready, and where 
they laid him with a purpoſe to let him reſt, and to 1a- 
bour for his Recovery, with a Care very different trom 
that they took before, for the Health of a generous Ene- 
my. 


The End of the Third Part of Caſſandra. 


